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t)£tUR    DIGNTISSIMO. 


I  Here  prefent  the  world  with  the  Life  of  Dn 
Swift :  a  man,  whofe  original  genius,  and  un-^ 
common  talents,  have  raifcd  him,  in  the  general 
cftimation,  above  all  the  Writers  of  the  age.  But^ 
from  caufes  to  be  hereafter  explained,  his  charadtet* 
as  a  man,  has  hitherto  been  very  problematical ; 
nor  (hall  I  find  it  eafy,  notwithftanding  the  mofl 
convincing  proofs,  to  perfuade  mankind,  that  one 
who  floufifhed  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  in 
times  of  great  corruption,  ftiould  afford  in  himfelf 
a  pattern  of  fuch  perfeift  virtue,  as  was  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  annals  of  the  ancient  Republic  of 
Rome,  when  virtue  was  the  •  mode*  Yet  if  it  can 
be  (hewn  that  even  at  this  day,  when  corruption 
ieems  to  have  arrived  at  its  utmoft  pitch,  whei> 
proftitution  is  openly  avowed,  and  public  fpirit 
turned  into  a  jeft  :  if  in  fuch  times  as  thefe,  infoece 
RomuK,  there  lives  a  man  fully  equal  to  Swift  in 
all  the  moral  virtues  attributed  to  him  ;  the  im- 
probability of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  charadler  at 
a  former  period,  will  be  much  leflcned.  In  the 
following  hiflory  Swift  has  been  reprefented  as  a 
man  of  the  moft  difintereAed  principles,  regardlefs 
pf  felf,  and  conftantly  employed  in  doing  good  to 
others.  In  ads  of  charity  and  liberality,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  means,  perhaps  without  an  equal, 
in  his  days.  A  warm  champion  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  fupport  of  the  Engliih  Conftitution. 

A  A  firm 
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A  firm  Patriot,  in  withllanding  all  attempts  agalnft 
his  country,  either  by  oppieflion,  or  corruption ; 
and  indefatigable  in  pointing  out,  and  encouraging 
the  means  to  render  her  ftate  more  flourifhing.  Of 
incorruptible  integrity,  inviglable  truth,  and  ftea- 
dincfs  in  friendfliip.  Utterly  free  from  vice,  and 
Kving  in  the  conllant  difcharge  of  -all  Moral  and 
Chriftian  duties.  If,  in  tliefe  times,  there  (hould 
be  found  a  man  refembling  him  in  all  thefe  points, 
it  is  fit  the  memorial  of  him,  together  with  that  of 
his  immortal  compeer,  (hould  be  handed  down  to 
lateft  pofterity  :  and  that  fugh  a  one  does  exift,  will 
be  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  ever  heard  the 
laniverfally  revered  name  of  Sir  George  Savile, 

To  him,  therefore,  is  the  following  Life  of  a 
congenial  Patriot  infcribed  by  its  Author ;  who  has 
long  admired  his  character,  and  been  well  acquainted 
with  his  worth,  though  a  ftranger  to  his  perfon^ 

POSTSCRIPT. 

THE  above  was  committed  to  the  Prefs  fome  weeks 
before  the  much-lamcmcd  death  of  the  excellent  man> 
to  whom  it  waaaddreflcd ;  but  the  publication  has  by 
fome  accidents  been  deferred  'till  now.  That  the  Au- 
thor had  no  interefted  view  in  his  choice  of  a  PaCFon 
(though  he  mu(t  ever  regret  the  occafion)  be  has  now 
an  opportunity  of  Ihcwing,  by  letting  the  above  Dedir 
cation  remain  in  it's  original  ftate,  and  ;hus  confecra* 
ting  to  the  menK>{7  ^  the  dead,,  that  tribute  of  praife,, 
fo  juftly  due  to  the  living. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  jfevcral  attempts  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  world,  in  deli-^ 
neating  the  Life  and  Charader  of  the  immortal 
Swift,  yet  hitherto  little  fatisfaftory  has  been  pro- 
duced on  that  fubjeft.  The  different,  and  often 
oppofite  lights  in  which  he  has  been  (hewn  by  the 
feveral  Writers,  have  occafioned  an  equal  diverfity 
of  judgments  in  their  feveral  readers,  according  to 
their  various  prepofTeffions  ^  and  even  the  moft  can* 
did  are  too  often  left  In  a  ftafe  of  doubt,  through 
the  want  of  having  the  truth  laid  before  them  fup- 
ported  by  fufficient  proofs. 

Perhaps  there  never  was  a  man  whofe  true  cha- 
rafter  has  been  fo  little  known,  or  whofe  conduft 
at  all  times,  even  from  his  firft  fetting  out  in  life, 
has  been  fo  mifreprefented  to  the  world,  as  his. 
This  was  owing  to  feveral  cauies  which  will  be  laid 
open  in  the  following  Work.  But  the  chief  fource 
of  all  the  erroneous  opinions  entertained  of  him, 
arojfe  from  Swift  himfelf,  on  account  of  fome  fin- 
gularities  in  his  cbarader,  which  at  all  times  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  fhafts  of  envy  and  malice,  while 
he  employed  no  other  fhield  in  his  defence,  but  that 
of  confcious  integrity.  , 

He  had,  early  in  life,  from  caufes  to  be  hereafter 
explained,  imbibed  fuch  a  ftrong  hatred  to  hypocrify, 
that  he  fell  into  the  oppofite  extreme  -,  and  no  mor- 
tal ever  took  more  pains  to  difplay  his  good  quali- 
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ties,  and  appear  in  the  beft  light  to  the  world,  than 
he  did  to  conceal  his,  or  even  to  put  on  the  fem- 
blance  of  their  contraries. 

This  humour  afR^dted  his  whole  conduft,  as  well 
in  the  more  important  duties,  as  in  the  common 
offices  of  life. 

Though  a  man  of  great  piety,  and  true  religion, 
yet  he  carefully  (hunned  all  oftentation  of  it :  as  an 
inftance  of  which,  it  is  well  known  that  during  his 
refidence  in  London,  not  being  called  upon  by  any 
duty  to  officiate  publickly  in  his  clerical  capacity,  he 
was  feldom  feen  at  church  at  the  ufual  hours  that 
pretenders  to  religion  fliew  themfelves  there ;  but 
he  was  a  conftant  attendant  on  early  prayers,  and  a 
frequent  'partaker  of  early  Sacraments. 

Though  generous  and  charitable  in  his  nature  to 
the  higheft  degree,  he  feemed  to  part  with  money  fo 
reluftantly,  and  fpokc  fo  much  about  cec.onomy, 
that  he  pafied  for  avaricious,  and  hard-hearted. 

His  very  civilities  bore  the  appearance  of  rude- 
hcfs,  and  his  fined  compliments  were  conveyed  un- 
der the  difguife  of  fatyr. 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  knew  him  well,  in  two 
words,  fummed  up  his  charadler  in  this  refpeft,  by 
faying,  that  Swift  was  a  hypocrite  reverfed. 

In  fliort,  he  always  appeared  to  the  world  in  a 
malk,  which  he  never  took  off  but  in  the  company 
of  his  mod  intimate  friends :  and  as  the  world  can 
judge  only  by  appearances,  no  wonder  they  were  fo 
much  miilaken  in  the  ideas  formed  of  him. 

When  we  confider  that  the  time  in  which  'he 
made  the  chief  figure  in  life,  was  a  feafon  wherein 
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fadion  raged  with  the  greateft  violence ;  that  he  vras 
looked  upon  as  the  principal  champion  of  the  Tory 
caufe,  and  therefore  was  the  common  butt  at  which 
all  the  Writers  on  the  Whig  fide  levelled  their  fhafts; 
there  will  be  no  occafion  to  wonder,  that  out  of  tha 
many  calumnies  poured  out  againft  him,  fotne  of 
them  (hould  ftick.  Thefe  were  indeed  fo  nume- 
rous, that  we  are  told  by  himfelf,  that  in  the  fpace 
of  not  many  years,  upwards  of  a  thoufand  Pam- 
phlets and  Papers  were  written  profefledly  againft 
him ;  to  which  he  never  deigned  to  give  an  anfwer, 
nor  endeavoured  to  wipe  off  any  afperfion  thrown 
on  him.  Thus  by  the  former  part  of  his  charadler, 
jaft  laid  open,  he  afforded  his  enemies  fufficient 
ground- work  on  which  to  raife  what  fuperftrudture 
of  calumny  they  pleafed,  and  as  no  defence  was 
made,  it  vi^as  daily  fuffered  to  increafe.  For  he  had 
very  unwifely  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  "  To  adt 
uprightly,  and  pay  no  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the 
world  *," 

Thus,  while  he  was  admired,  efteemed,  beloved, 
beyond  any  man  of  his  time,  by  his  particular  friends, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  fuperior  talents,  but  his 
pre-eminence  in  every  kind  of  virtue ;  he  was  en- 
vied, feared,  ^d  hated  by  his  enemies,  who  con-^ 
fitted  of  a  whole  virulent  h^lon  to  a  man.  And 
when  we  take  in  the  general  appetite  for  fcandal, 
and  the  fpirit  of  envy  in  the  bulk  of  mankind,  which 
delights  in  the  humiliation  of  an  exalted  charider 

•  Mifs  Vanhomrigh.  in  one  of  her  letters  to  him,  has  the  following 
paffage.     *'  You  once  had  a  maxim,  which  was— To  ad  what  wat 

fifcV*  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^'^  *^*^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^°"^^  ^*^'" 
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wc  fliall  not  be  furprifed,  that  even  among  his  own 
party,  he  found  few  advocates  to  vindicate  his  fame  j 
and  that  he  had  no  other  fupport  in  this  torrent  of 
?bufe,  but  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  re^itudc, 
and  the  unalterable  attachment  of  his  intimate  friends : 
among  which  number  he  could  count  fuch  as  were 
moft  eminent  in  thofe  days,  both  for  talents  and 
virtue. 

In  this  ftate  Swift  continued  'till  the  death  of  the 
Queen ;  admired  by  all  as  a  genius,  detefted  by  moft 
as  a  man.     All  the  world  now  knows,  upon  that 
event,    with  what  implacable  malice  the  Whigs 
purfued  their  antagonifts,  as  foon  as  they  had  got 
all  power  into  their  hands.     This  fpirit  raged  ftill 
jnore  violently  in  Ireland,  than  in  England  j  the 
cfFedts  of  which  Swift  fenfibly  felt  on  retiring  to  his 
Deanery.     The  ill  name  he  had  obtained  in  Lon- 
don, followed  hini  to  Dublin ;  where  Jie  was  the 
objed  of  general  hatred  for  fome  years.     But  when„ 
in  procefs  of  time,  his  true  charader  came  to  be 
known,  and  his  exemplary  condu<9:  gave  the  lie  to. 
the  grofs  mifreprefentations  that  had  been  made  of 
him  i  when  his  fpirit  of  patriotifm  broke  forth  into 
adlion,  and  faved  his  country  from  threatened  ruin ; 
when  it  was  feen  that  the  great  objeft  of  his  life 
was  to  promote  public  good  ;  that  in  the  difcharge 
of  all  moral  and  religious  duties,  he  had  no  fupe- 
riour  -,  in  the  choice  and  extent  of  his  charities, 
perhaps  no  equal ;  he  obtained  fuch  a  degree  of 
public  favour,  as  no  man  in  that  country  had  ever 
reached.  -    Praife  was  united  to  his  name,  admira- 
tion and  ftffeflion  to  his  perfon  y  and  this  juft  tribute 
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was  ever  after  paid  to  him  during  his  life,  and  to 
his  memory  after  his  deceafe ;  till  a  certain  Author 
arofe,  bent  upon  fullying  his  fair  fame,  who,  open- 
ing the  channels  of  calumny,  long  covered  over  by 
time,  and  raking  in  them  with  a  friendly  induftry, 
once  more  brought  their  foul  contents  to  light.  Nor 
was  it  an  enemy  that  did  this,  but  one  who  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  Swift's  friend,  and  who  was  during 
his  life-time,  his  greateft  flatterer ;  I  mean  John 
Earl  of  Orrery- 

The  cruel  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  the 
memory  of  his  yr/VW  Swift,  as  his  Lordfhip  in  the 
courfe  of  the  work  often  afFefts  to  call  him,  had 
(bnjething  fb  furprifing  in  it,  that  people  were  at  a 
lofs  how  to  account  for  it,  except  by  fuppofing  it  t6 
proceed  from  fome  uncommon  degree  of  malevo- 
lence in  his  Lordfhip's  nature.  But  though  he  can- 
hot  be  wholly  cleared  from  an  imputation  of  that 
fort,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  his  chief  motive  to  it 
was  not  quite  of  fo  black  a  die.  His  father  had,  in 
his  will,  bequeathed  his  library  from  him  ;  and  thi^ 
circumftance  made  the  world  conclude  that  he 
looked  upon  his  fon  as  a  blockhead.  This  flung 
the  young  man  to  the  quick ;  and  we  may  fee  hovSr 
deep  an  impreflion  it  nude  on  him,  by  the  account 
he  gives  of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  his  fon.  It  feems 
to  have  been  the  chief  objeft  of  his  life  afterwards, 
to  wipe  away  this  ftigma,  and  convince  the  world  of 
the  injuftice  done  him,  by  publifhing  fome  Work 
that  might  do  him  credit  as  a  Writer.  Confcious  of 
his  want  of  genius  to  produce  any  thing  original,  he' 
applied  himfelf  diligently  to  a  Tranflation  of  Plin/s 
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Letters  ',  but  he  was  fo  long  about  this  taik,  and  put 
it  into  fo  many  hands  to  corre^  it  that  Melmoth's 
excellent  tranllation  of  the  fanie  Work,  flipped  into 
the  world  before  his,  and  foreftalled  this  avenue  to 
faxne^     Vexed  at  this  difappointment,   he  looked 
out  for  fome  other  way  by  which  he  might  acquire 
literary  reputation,  and  he  found  no  field  fo  fuited 
to  hi§  talents,  as  that  of  criticifm ;  fince,  to  make 
a  figure  there,  required  neither  genius,  nor  deep 
learning  :  and  therefore  he  might,  with  eafe,  arrive 
at  the  title  of  a  true  critic,  as  defcribed  in  the  Tale 
pf  a  Tub.    Of  whom  it  had  been  remarked,  •*  That 
^  true  critic  is  ^  fort  of  mechanick  fet  up  with  b, 
fiock  and  tools  for  his  trade,  at  as  little  expence  as 
fi  taylor."     l^ixX  Swift  denies  this  pofition — "  For, 
(fays  he)  gn  the  contrary,  nothing  is  more  certain, 
that  it  requires  greater  layings  out  to  be  free  of  the 
critics  company,  than  that  of  any  other  you  can 
name.     For,  as  to  be  a  true  beggar,  it  will  coft  th? 
richeft  candidate  every  groat  he  is  worth  -,  fo,  be- 
fore one  pan .  conimence  a  true  critic,  it  will  coft  a 
man  all  the  good  qualities  of  his  mind :  which,  per-t 
haps,  for  a  lefs  purchafe,  would,  be  thought  but  an 
indifferent  bargain."     As  his  Lordfliip  haa  fairly 
paid  the  pprchafe,  it  would  be  hard  if  he  ihoul4 
be  deqicd  the  title. 

The  bufinefs  now  was,  to  find  out  a  proper  fubr 
]c&  on  which  to  exercife  his  talents  in  that  way. 
As  thefe  never  had  been  publiftied  any  Hiftory  of 
Swift's  Life,  he  thopght  nothing  could  excite  ge- 
neral curiofity  mpre  than  fome  account  of  that  ex- 
Iraprdinary  man,     It  is  true  he  was  fupplied  with 
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but  fcanty  materials  for  fuch  a  Work ;  for  though 
he  had  lived  a  (hort  time  in  fome  degree  of  inti* 
macy  with  Swift,  yet  it  was  only  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  when  he  was  declined  into  the  vale  of 
years,  when  his  faculties  were  impaired,  when  his 
temper,  foured  by  difappointments,  and  his  fpirits 
funk  by  continual  attacks  of  a  cruel  difbrder,  made 
-as  great  a  change  in  his  mind,  as  in  his  outward 
form,  fo  that  Jittle  of  his  former  felf  remained.  To 
draw  his  charadler  at  length,  from  obfervations  made 
at  fuch  a  period,  was  the  height  of  injuftice;  and 
yet  his  Lordfhip  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing 
any  thing  of  the  brighter  part  of  his  days,  but  from 
common  report.  For,  as  Swift  was  the  laft  man 
in  the  world  to  talk  much  of  himfclf,  his  Lordfhip's 
acquaintance  with  him  furnifhed  him  with  no  ma- 
terials of  that  fort  5  he  therefore  had  recourfe  to 
common  fame,  which,  as  I  have  before  fhewn,  had 
been  always  bufy  in  calumniating  that  great  man; 
and  with  a  cruel  induftry  he  collefted  and  revived 
all  the  reports  which  had  formerly  been  fpread  to 
Jiis  difadvantage.  His  Lordfhip's  chief  view  in  pub-, 
lifliing  this  Work,  being  to  acquire  celebrity  as  an 
''Author — 

■  bominum  volitare  per  ora — 

in  order  to  obtain  this  end,  he  knew  that  fatyr  was 
piore  likely  to  procure  a  rapid  file  to  the  book,  than 
panegyrick.  All  regard  therefore  to  truth,  juftice, 
honour,  and  humanity,  was  to  be  facrificed,  when- 
ever they  came  in  cooipetition  with  this  great  end. 

Thp  event  did  predit  to  his  Lordfhip's  fagacity, 
for  the  Work  had  a  rapid  fale,  and  foon  ran  through  * 
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ft  variety  of  editions.     This  was  owing  to  feveraf 
canfes.     The  Whigs  were  then  a  great  majority  of 
the  nation,   and  in   poffeffion   of  all  the  power. 
Though  their  animofity  againft  thofe  of  the  oppo- 
fitc  party  had  fomewhat  fubfided,  yet  was  it  far 
from  being  wholly  extinguiflied.    They  had  always 
entertained  an  implacable  hatred  to  Swift,  as  the 
great  champion  of  the  other  fide ;  which  was  not 
cxtinguifhed  by  his  death,  as  in  the  cafe  of  others, 
becauie  his  immortal  Works  ftill  continued  a  living 
war  againft  the  bafc  mcafurcs  they  purfued.     It  was 
with  delight  therefore  they  read  over  a  Work,  which 
painted  him  in  the  iame  colours,  in  which  they  had 
always  endeavoured  to  reprefent  him.     The  bulk 
of  mankind,  finding  that  the  accounts  there  given, 
coincided  with  the  general  prejudices  founded  on 
common  fame,  readily  received  them  as  true.     And 
that  fpirit  of  envy,  an  inmate  in  the  breafts  of  moft 
fxien,  which  delights  in  feeing  thofe  of  fuperior  ta« 
lents  degraded,  and  brought  down  more  to  a  level 
with  themfelves,  was  highly  gratified  by  the  peru- 
fal  of  that  book.     Nor  was  it  the  leaft  caufe  of  an 
pctenfive  fale,  that  it  was  written  by  a  Lordi  a  thing 
fo  rare  in  latter  times  I  Wonder,  ufually  accomjpa- 
pied  by  a  bad  tafte,  looks  out  only  for  what  is  un- 
common ;  and  if  a  Work  comes  abroad  under  the 
pame  of  a  Threfher,  a  Bricklayer,  or  a  Lord,  it  is 
furc  to  be  eagerly  fought  after  by  the  million. 

To  thefe,  and  fimilar  caufes^  was  owing  the^fa*. 
vourable  reception  this  book  met  with  j  which,  in 
ftfelf,  contains  little  that  could  be  approved  of  by 
pien  of  true  faftc.  What  relates  to  Swift's  Life,  from 
the  ff:antinefs  of  his  p[)at^rials,  does  not  take  up  qi 
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fixth  portion  of  the  whole.  The  greater  part  of  the 
remainder,  confifts  of  ufelcfs  or  invidious  criticifms 
on  his  Wdrks.  Yet  all  this  not  being  fufficient  to 
make  up  a  juji  volume,  (according  to  the  bookfel* 
krs  phrafe)  he  has  eked  it  out  from  his  common- 
place book,  in  order  to  fhew  his  learning,  by  intro- 
ducing feveral  differtations,  foreign  to  the  fubjed:  in 
hand  :  fuch  as  thofe  on  Madnefs,  Idiotiffn ;  Cha-> 
rafters  of  Homer,  Ariftotle ;  of  Ramus,  Scotus,  and 
Aquinas;  of  Epicurus,  Defcartes,  and  Gaflcndi. 
Remarks  upon  the  Writings  of  Lord  Bacon,  MiK 
jton,  Harrington,  Algernon  Sidney,  Lord  Clarendon, 
Dr.  Sprat,  Sir  William  Temple,.  Addifon,  Lord 
Polingbroke,  &c.  with  many  other  impcrtinencies. 
«  Not  lonfr  after  the  publication  of  this  Work,  there 
came  out  an  Anfwer  to  it,  under  the  title  of  **  Ob- 
fcrvations  on  Lord  Orriery's  Remarks  on  the  Life 
artd  Writings  of  Dr.  Swift,  afterwards  known  to  be 
written  by  Dr.  Delany  :  who,  from  an  early  and 
long  intimacy  with  the  Dean,  was  able  to  refute  moft 
of  the  fafts,  upon  which  his  Lord(hip  grounded  his. 
pbfcryations,  by  producing  uncontrovertibleproofs  to 
the  contrary.  Yet,  though  this  book  was  written 
with  great  fpirit,  and  carried  the  evidence  of  truth 
with  it;  as  it  was  an  anonymous  publication,  it 
was  little  attended  to,  except  by  thofe  who  wiflicd 
well  to  the  memory  of  the  Dean.  •  Befides,  truth  is. 
not  the  objedt  fought  after  by  thofe,  who  are  defirous 
of  remaiping  in  an  error,  iSwift  has  an  obfervation 
on  this  head  which  will  be  found  to  be  generally 
true.  ^VThe  ill  talent  of  the  world  is  fuch,  that 
thofe  who  will  be  at  pains  enough  to  inform  them* 
felves  in  a  malicious  ftory,  will  take  none  at  all  to 
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be  undeceived ;  nay,  will  be  apt  with  fome  reluc- 
tance to  admit  a  favourable  truth."  This  obfervation 
was  never  more  ftrongly  verified  than  in  thepafe  before 
US;  for,  while  the  book  which  calumniated  Swift's 
charadcr,  and  endeavoured  to  depreciate  his  talents, 
though  poorly  written,  went  through  a  great  number 
of  editions ;  the  fingle  one  of  the  Anfwer,  incom- 
parably fuperior  in  every  thing  which  can  recommend 
Writings  of  that  kind,  flill  remains  unfold. 

But  whatever  favourable  reception  this  book  met 
with  in  England,  never  did  I  know  fuch  a  univerfal 
indignation  as  was  excited  in  all  ranks  of  people, 
by  the  publication  of  it  in  Ireland.  They  were  the 
only  proper  judges  of  his  character,  who  had  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  his  condufl:,  during  a  refi- 
4cnce  of  fo  many  years.  If  they  admired  him  for 
his  genius,  they  almoft  adored  him  for  his  virtues* 
In  his  public  capacity,  he  was  one  of  the  trueft  Pa** 
triots  that  ever  lived ;  and  for  the  many  important 
fervices  he  did  his  country,  he  was  hailed  by  the 
general  voice  pater  patria.  In  his  private  life,  of 
(he  ftrideft  morals  ^  and  in  the  difchargc  of  his  cle-p 
rical  duties,  of  exemplary  piety.  His  charities  were 
boundlefs,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  of  his  life  was, 
doing  good.  As  party  animofities  had  long  before 
fubfided,  he  had  few  enemies  left ;  and  even  thofe 
few,  when  their  hatred,  together  with  their  fear, 
had  been  buried  in  his  grave,  joined  in  doing  all 
juftice  to  his  memory.  To  calumniate  the  charac*^ 
ter  of  fuch  a  man,  was  thought  little  lefs  than  facri- 
lege ;  and  the  rage  of  the  people  was  fuch,  that  it 
vented  itfelf  even  on  the  poor  printer  of  the  Work, 
ivho  bpcajnc  for  a  long  time  th?  objeft  of  public 
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odiXim.  It  was  happy  for  his  Lordfhip  that  he  did 
not  pay  a  vifit  to  that  country  during  the  ferment,  for 
he  would,  moft  afluredly,  have  been  grofsly  infulted 
by  the  populace,  andavoidedbyall  of  a  fuperior  rank. 
Dr.  Delany's  Anfwer  was  followed  by  another 
from  Deane  Swift,  Efq.  As  it  came  from  a  near 
relation  of  the  Dean's,  it,  at  firft,  excited  fome  ex- 
pectation ;  which  was  foon  fucceeded  by  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  Work  configned  to  oblivion.  Where 
let  it  reft. 

'  On  the  publication  of  a  new  edition  of  Swift's 
Works,  the  proprietors  applied  to  Dr.  Hawkfworth 
to  write  his  Life.  He  was  an  Author  of  no  fmall 
eminence  -,  a  man  of  clear  judgment,  and  great  can- 
dour. He  quickly  difcerned  the  truth  from  the  falfe- 
hood ;  wiped  away  many  of  the  afperfions  that  had 
been  thrown  on  Swift's  charafter ;  and  placed  it,  fo 
far  as  he  went,  in  its  proper  light.  But  as  he  had 
no  new  materials  of  his  own,  and  was  confined  to 
fuch  only  as  were  contained  in  former  publications, 
the  viev/  lie  has  given  of  his  life  is  very  impcrfc<9: ; 
many  of  the  moft  important  articles  are  omitted, 
and  others  ftill  left  in  a  very  doubtful  ftate. 

The  laft  Writer  who  has  given  any  account  of 
Swift,  is  Dr.  Johnfon.  Who  feems  to  have  under- 
taken this  talk,  rather  from  the  ncceffity  he  was 
under  of  taking  fome  notice  of  him  in  the  courfc 
of  his  Biographical  Hiftory  of  the  Englifla  Poets, 
than  from  choice.  He  has  prefented  us  only  with 
a  fhort  abftlrad  of  what  he  found  in  Dr.  Hawkf- 
worth, for  which  he  makes  the  following  apology. 
**  An  account  of  Dr.  Swift  has  been  already  collected 
with  great  diligence  and  acutepefs,  by  Dr.  Hawkf- 
worth, 
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worth,  according  to  a  fchcme  which  I  laicT  before 
him  in  the  intimacy  of  our  friendihip.  I  cannot 
therefore  be  cxpcfted  to  fay  much  of  a  life,  con- 
cerning which  I  had  long  fince  communicated  my 
Noughts,  to  a  man  capable  of  dignifying  his  narra- 
tion, with  fo  much  elegance  of  language,  and  force 
of  fentiment/'  Accordingly  he  has  produced  little 
Bewon  the  fubjedt,  except  fome  obfervations  of  his 
own,  which  are  far  from  being  favourable  to  the 
charadler  of  Swift.^  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
fl  man  of  his  great  abilities,  did  not  choofe  to  follow 
his  friend  Hawkfworth  in  the  paths  of  juft  and 
candid  criticifoj,  inftead  of  affociating  himfelf  with 
Lord  Orrery  to  the  band  pf  true  critics.  Of  which 
body  he  has  ftiewn  himfelf  no  .unworthy  member, 
not  on  this  occafion  only,  but  in  the  many  fevere 
Ari£tures  pafTed  on  the  Lives  and  Writings  of  fome 
of  the  greateft  geniufes  this  country  has  produced  ; 
to  the  no  fmall  indignation  of  their  feveral  admirers, 
and  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Doftor's  own.  As 
this  Work  is  more  likely  to  be  generally  read  than 
any  of  the  others  j  both  on  account  of  the  great  re- 
putation of  the  Author,  and  as  it  will  of  courfe 
prefent  itfelf  to  the  eyes  of  all  who  (hall  go  through 
his  colledion  of  Lives,  I  (hall  hereafter  take  an  op- 
portunity of  nuking  fome  comments  upon  thofe 
paiTages,  which  tend  to  depreciate  and  mifreprefent 
the  character  of  fo  great  a  man. 
^  Thefe  feveral  publications,  which  place  the  Life 
-and  Charafter  of  Swift  in  very  different,  and  often 
oppofite  points  of  light,  have  occafioned  great  di- 
verfity  in  the  judgments  formed  of  them  by  the 
world,  according  to  the  different  degrees  of  preju- 
dice. 
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dice,  or  candour,  in  their  fcveral  readers.  But  as 
the  fale  of  the  firft  Effay  on  this  fubjeit,  written  by 
Lord  Orrery,  was  infinitely  fuperior  ta  th«  of  all  th« 
others  put  together,  the  prepoffeffions  in  fevour  of 
the  accounts  delivered  by  him,  have»  for  reafoM 
already  afligned,  made  too  deep  an  impreilion  on  the 
bulk  of  mankind,  to  be  eafily  erafed;  I  have  be* 
fore  taken  notice  of  the  fcantinefs  of  his  materials^ 
which  yet  he  has  not;  ranged  in  any  regular  order  j 
and  which  confift  chiefly  of  detached  fafts,  and 
unconne(5ted  Anecdotes,  fo  that  there  is  no  appear-r 
ance  of  a  whole.  The  portrait  he  haa  drawn  of 
him,  puts  one  in- mind  of  certain  paintings  to  h^ 
feen  at  the  optician's  in  St.  Paul's  church-yardi 
where  we  behold  ibme  fcattered  and  diftorted  fea-. 
tures,  covered  with  blotches  of  various  colours,  £o 
that  we  cannot  difcover  what  it  is  intended  to  re--- 
prefent :  'till,  by  the  application  of  a  cylindrical 
mirrour,  we  are  furprifed  too  fee  ftart  forth  a  face  of 
the  fineft  proportioned  features,  and  moil  beautiful 
compleiciQa.  By  fuch  an  application  of  the  mirrour 
of  truth  I  hope  to  (hew  Swift  in  a  fimilar  light. 

I  have  long  wifhed  for  leifure  to  fct  about  thi( 
talk,  which  a  life  fpent  in  a  variety  of  laborious  oc^ 
cypations  has  hitherto  prevented.  And  even  now  I 
am  obliged  to  fufpend  purfuits  of  more  advan^ 
tageous  kind  with  regard  to  nciyfelf,  in  order  to  ac- 
complish it.  But,  reflecting,  at  this  advanced  period 
of  life,on  thenearapproachesof  old  age,  which  might 
fbon  difqualify  me  from  carrying  my  defign  into 
execution,  I  determined  to  poftpone  all  otlier  confix 
derations,,  that  might  fland  in  the  way  of  an  objecSl 
I  have  had  fo  much  at  heart.     The  love  I  had  to 
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hisperfbn,  and  the  revetence  in  which  I  was  taught^ 
from  my  carlieft  days,  to  hold  his  charaftef,  and 
with  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  well  ac- 
quainted, on  account  of  the  long  intimacy  fubfifting 
between  him  and  my  father ;  and,  above  all,  the 
means  I  have  in  my  power  of  refcuing  his  good  name 
from  the  afperfions  thrown  on  it  by  foulmouthed 
calumny,,  have  made  me  think  it  an  indifpenfibk 
duty,  no  longer  to  delay  doing  juftice  to  his  memory.. 
From  the  above  acknowledgement  of  my  early 
prcpoffeflions  in  his  favour,  it  may  be  thought  that 
1  (hall  prove  not  an  unprejudiced  hiftorian  :  but, 
though  I  am  confcious  to  myfelf  that  I  fliall  never 
be  guilty  of  any  wilful  mifreprefentations,  I  know 
too  well  how  little  weight  all  profcifions  of  impar- 
tiality carry  with  them  on  fuch  occafions,  to  trou* 
ble  the  reader  with  any.  I  defire  no  credit  to  be 
given  to  affertions  or  opinions  not  fupported  by  the 
moft  convincing  proofs :  which  therefore,  in  all 
difputable  points,  I  hope  I  (hall  be  indulged  in  pro- 
ducing at  full  length.  And  I  doubt  not  but  that 
the  difplay  of  Swift's  true  character  and  condudl  in 
life,  though  to  the  confufion  of  his  maligners,  and 
difappointment  of  the  envious  and  malevolent,  will 
give  great  fatisfadtion  to  all  good  minds ;  as  it  is  of 
moment  to  the  general  caufe  of  religion  and  morality, 
to  make  it  appear,  that  the  greateft  Genius  of  the 
age,  was,  at.  the  fame  time,  a  man  of  the  trueft  piety, 
and  moil  exalted  virtue. 

THE 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    1.    ^ 

W I F  T  was  dcfccnded  from  an  ancient  family  In 
Yorklhire,  of  no  fmall  note,  and  confiderablc 
property.  He  was  of  the  younger  branch  *.  His 
grandfather^  the  Revd.  Thomas  Swift,  was  pofleflcd  of 
a  good  eftate,  and  was  diftinguiihed  above  any  man  of 
his  ftation  in  life>  for  his  attachment  to  Charles  f.  and 
j  the  fufferings  he  underwent  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe, 

[  by  which  his  fortune  was  entirely  ruined.     He  had  ten 

fons,  and  three  daughters.  Five  of  his  fons  went  to 
feck  their  fortune  in  Ireland :  the  fourth  of  whom,  Jo- 
nathan, was  father  to  the  famous  Dr.  Swift.  He  had 
married  Mrs.  Abigail  Erick,  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family  of  that  name  in  Leiccfterfhire,  but  with  littlq  or 
no  fortune.  He  died  young,  in  about  tpvo  years  after 
his  marriage,  fevc  •  rpohths  before  the  bitth  of  his  pnly 
fon;  and  as  he  v'4»s  out  juft  beginning  the  world,  left 
his  widow  in  very  diftrefled  circumftances. 

*  For  fmbfir  panic<|Iars  of  Swift's  family,  vid.  Appendix.'* 
I  *  iS  JO»A« 
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.  Jonathan  Swift,  afterwards-  the  celebrated  Dean 
of  St,  Patrick's,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  November 
i66|^  in  Hoey's-court^  Dublin.  When  he  was  but  a 
year  old,  he  was,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  mother 
or  relation;,  ftoien  away  by  his  nurfe,  and  carried  to ' 
Whitehaven ;  which 'place  (he  was  under  a  neceflity  of 
vificing,  on  account  of  the  illnefs  of  a  relation,  from 
M^rhom  (he  expefted  a  legacy ;  and,  as  is  ufual  among 
Iri(h  nurfes,  (he  bore  fuch  an  afFeftion  to  the  child, 
that  (he  could  not  think  of  going  without  him.  There 
he*cpntinucd  for  almoft  three  years.;  and  (he  took  fuch 
care  of  him,  that  he  had  learned  to  fpell,  and  could 
read  any  chapter  in  the  Bible  before  he  was  five  years 
old. 

At  the  age  of  (ix  he  was  fent  to  the  fchool  of  Kil- 
kenny i  and  at  fourteen  admitted  into  the  Univerfity  of 
Dublin.  The  expence  of  his  education  being  defrayed 
by  his  uncle  Godwin  Swift,  the  eldcft  of  the  brothers 
who  had  fettled- in  Ireland.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  gre^t 
eminence,  and  had  made  confiderable  fums  of  money, 
which  were  for  the  mod  part  fquandercd  away  in  idle 
projects.  By  means  of  which,  foon  after  his  nephew 
had  entered  the  College,  he  found  himfelf  involved  irj 
great  difficulties  -,  and  being  father  of  a  numerous  off- 
(i:)ring  by  four  wives,  he  was  under  a  neceflity  of  re- 
ducing the  ftipend  allowed  to  his  nephew  for  his  fup- 
port  at  the  Univerfity,  as  low  as  pofliblc.  The  real 
fituation  of  Godwin's  affairs  not  being  then  known  to 
the  world,  and  as  he  was  looked  upon  to  be  much  the 
richcft  of  the  family.  Swift's  other  relations  feemed  at 
that  time  to  think  that  their  aid  was  not  at  all  necef- 
fary ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  m-ike  the  beft  (hift  he 
could,  with  the  wretched  allowance  tKat  his  uncle  gave 
him.  Thus  was  one  of  the  moft  alpiring  and  liberal 
minds  in  the  world,  early  checked  and  confined,  by  the 
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narrownefs  of  his  circumftances  ;  with  this  bitter  aggra- 
vation to  a  generous  fpirir,  that  the  fmall  pittance  af- 
forded by  his  uncle,  feemed  to  him,  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  given,  rather  as  an  alms  doled  out  for 
charity,  than  an  aft  of  beneficence  due  from  fo  near  a 
relation ;  who  was  fuppofed  by  him,  as  well  as  by  the 
reft  of  the  world,  to  be  in  circumftances  that  might 
have  afFordcd  a  much  more  liberal  ftipend,  without 
prejudice  to  his  own  family.  Under  this  load  did  the 
Ipirit  of  Sv^ift  groan  for  the  fpace  of  near  feven  years 
that  he  rcfided  in  the  College  of  Dublin  j  which  made 
fp  deep  an  impreffion  on  him,  that  he  never  afterwards 
could  think  with  patience  of  his  uncle  Godwin,  nor 
could  heartily  forgive  the  ncgle6t  ihewn  him  during 
that  time  by  his  other  relations. 

The  uneafy  fituation  of  mind  which  a  young  man  of 
high  fpirit  muft  have  been  in,  .under  fuch  circiim- 
ftances,  produced  confequences  likely  to  prove  de- 
ftruftivc  of  his  future  fortunes.  For,  in  fuch  a  ftate, 
he  could  not  bear  to  give  the  neceflary  application  to 
feme  of  the  more  dry  parts  of  the  acadcmick  ftudies,  for 
which  he  had  indeed  naturally  no  great  relifli ;  but  paf- 
led  his  time  chiefly,  in  reading  books  of  hiftory  and 
poetry;  which  were  better  fuited  to  his  tafte,  and 
more  calculated  to  relieve  the  troubles  of  his  mind. 
In  confequcnce  of  this,  when  the  time  came  for  his  ta- 
king the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  he  was  (lopped, 
as  he  himfelf  expreflcs  it,  for  dulnefs  and  infufficiencr. 
It  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  word  duHnefs  was  on  this 
occafion  ufed  by  Swift  jocofcly,  as  the  caufe  affigned  for 
ftopping  any  perfon  of  a  degree,  is  anfwering  badly  in 
any  branch  of  literature  appointed  for  that  particular 
examination ;  which  does  not  neceflarily  imply  dull^"* 
nefs,  as  it  may  as  well  proceed  from  idlcnefs.  But  in 
Swift's  cafe  it  was  rather  to  be  imputed  to  contumacy, 
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than  either  the  one  or  the  other.  For  the  fafl:  is,  tliei^ 
was  one  branch  of  the  examination,  on  which  the  great- 
^ft  ftrefs  was  laid  in  thofe  days,  in  which  he  could  nor 
be  faid  to  anfwcr  badly,  for  he  did  not  attempt  to  an- 

'  -  fwer  at  all.  This  account  I  bad  from  his  own  lips. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  made  many  efforts,  upon  his 
entering  the  College,  to  read  fome  of  the  old  treatifes 
on  logic  writ  by  Smeglefms,  Keckermannus,  Burgerf- 
cJicius,  &c.  and  that  he  never  had  patience  to  go- 
through  three  pages  of  any  of  them,  he  was  fo  dif- 
guftcd  at  the  ftupidity  of  the  work.  When  he  was  ur- 
ged by  his  tutor  to  nf>ake  himfelf  matter  of  this  branchy 
then  in  high  eftimation,  and  held  eflcntially  neceflary 
to  the  taking  of  a  degree  -,  Swift  aflced  him,  what  it 
was  he  was  to  learn  from  thofe  books  ?  His  tutor  told 
him,  the  art  of  rcafoning.  Swift  faid  that  he  found  no 
want  of  any  fuch  art ;  that  he  could  rcafon  very  well 
without  it;  and  that  as  far  as  he  could  obfcrvc,  they 
who  had  made  the  greateft  proficiency  in  logic,  had> 
inftead  of  the  art  of  reafoning,  acquired  the  art  of 

'  wrangling;  and  inftead  of  clearing  up  obfcurities, 
had  learned  how  to  perplex  matters  that  were  clear 
enough  before.  For  his  own  parr,  he  was  contented 
with  that  portion  of  reafon  which  God  had  given  him, 
and  he  would  leave  it  to  time  and  experience  to 
ftrengthcn  and  dircft  it  properly  3  nor  would  he  run 
the  rifle  of  having  it  warped  or  falfcly  biafled,  by  any 
fyllcm  of  rules  laid  down  by  fuch  ftupid  writers ;  of 
the  bad  efFcdls  of  which  he  had  but  too  many  examples 
before  his  eyes,  in  thofe  reckoned  the  moft  acute  logi- 
cians. And  accordingly  he  made  a  firm  refolution  that 
he  never  would  read  any  of  thofe  books.  Which  he  fo 
pertinacioufly  adhered  to,  that  though  he  was  ftopped 
of  his  degree  the  firfttime  of  fitting  for  it,  on  account 
of  his  not  anfwcring   in    that  branch,  he   went  into 
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the  hall  a  fecond  time,  as  ill  prepared  in  that  refpeft 
ts  before ;  and  would  alfo  have  been  ftoppcd  a  fecond 
time,  on  the  fame  account,  if  the  intereft  of  his  friends, 
who  well  knew  the  inflexibility  of  his  temper,  had  not 
ftepped  in,  and  obtained  it  for  him ;  though  in  a  man- 
ner little  to  his  credit,  as  it  was  inferted  in  the  Col- 
lege  Regiftry,  that  he  obtained  it /peciali  gratia,  by 
ipecial  favour^  where  it  ftill  remains  upon  record. 

In  going  through  the  ufual  forms  of  difputation  for 
his  degree,  he  told  me  he  was  utterly  unacquainted 
even  with  th^  logical  terms,  and  anfwered  the  argu- 
ments of  his  opponents  in  his  own  manner,  which  the 
Proftor  put  into  proper  form.  There  was  one  circum- 
ftance  in  the  account  which  he  gave  of  this,  that  fur* 
prifed  me  with  regard  to  his  memory ;  for  he  told  me 
.the  feveral  queftions  on  which  he  difputed,  and  repeated 
all  the  arguments  ufed  by  his  opponents  in  fyllogiflick 
form,  together  with  his  anfwers. 

He  remained  in  the  College  near  three  years  after 
this,  not  through  choice,  but  neceflity  5  little  known 
-or  regarded.  By  fcholars  he  was  efteemed  a  block- 
head ;  and  as  the  lownefs  of  his  circumftances  would 
not  permit  him  to  keep  company  of  an  equal  rank  with 
himfeif,  upon  an  equal  footing,  he  fcorned  to  take  up 
with  thofe  of  a  lower  clafs,  or  to  be  obliged  to  thofe 
of  a  higher.  He  lived  therefore  much  alone,  and  his 
time  was  employed  in  purfuing  his  courfe  of  reading  in 
hiftory  and  poetry,  then  very  unfafliionable  ftudies  for 
an  academick ;  or  in  gloomy  meditations  on  his  un- 
happy circumfliances.  Yet,  under  this  heavy  preflure, 
the  force  of  his  genius  broke  out,  in  the  firft  rude  draft 
'  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  written  by  him  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  though  communicated  to  no-body  but  his 
chamber-fellow  Mr.  Waryng ;  who,  after  the  publica- 
-tion  of  the  book,  made  no  fcruplc  to  declare  that  he 
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had  read  the  firft  (ketch  of  it  in  Swift's  hand-writing, 
when  he  was  of  that  age. 

Soon  after  this,  his  uncle  Godwin  was  fcized  with  a 
Jethargy,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  bufinefs; 
and  then  it  was  that  the  broken  ftatc  of  his  affairs  was 
made  public.  Swift  now  loft  even  the  poor  fupport 
that  he  had  before  >  but  his  uncle  William  fupplied  the 
place  of  Godwin  to  him,  though  not  in  a  more  enlar- 
ged way,  which  could  not  be  expefted  from  his  cir- 
tumftanccs;  yet  with  fo  much  better  a  grace,  as  fomc- 
what  lightened  the  burden  of  dependance,  and  engaged 
Swift's  gratitude  afterwards,  who  diftinguifhed  him  by 
the  title  of  the  bcft  of  his  relations.  He  had  no  ex- 
peftation  however  of  receiving  any  thing  more  from 
him  than  what  was  abfolutcly  neceffary  for  his  fup- 
port J  and  his  chief  hopes  now  for  any  thing  beyond 
that,  refted  in  his  coufin  Willoughby  Swift,  cldeft  fon 
pf  his  uncle  Godwin,  a  confiderable  merchant  at  Lif- 
bon.  Nor  was  he  difappointed  in  his  expectations. 
.For,  foon  after  the  account  of  his  father's  unhappy  fi- 
tuation  had  reached  Willoughby  Swift  at  Liihon,  he, 
receding  that  his  coufin  Jonathan's  deftitute  condition 
demanded  immediate  relief,  fent  him  a  prefent  of  a 
larger  fum  fhan  ever  Jonathan  had  been  matter  of  in 
his  life  before.  This  fupply  arrived  at  a  critical  junc- 
ture i  when  Swift,  without  a  penny  in  his  purfe,  was 
defpondingly  looking  out  of  his  chamber-window,  to 
gape  away  the  time,  and  happened  to  caft  his  eye  upon 
^  fea-faring  man,  who  feemcd  to  Ipe  making  enquiries 
after  fome  bqdy's  chambers.  The  thought  immedi* 
ately  came  into  Swift's  head,  that  this  might  be  fome 
matter  of  a  veffel  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  prefent  to 
him  from  his  copfin  at  Lift)on.  He  faw  him  enter  the 
building  with  pleafing  expeftation,  and  foon  after  heard 
U  rap  at  hi;j  door,  which  he  eagerly  opening^  was  ac- 
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coftcd  by  the  failor  with—"  Is  your  name  Jonathan 
Swift  ?"  Yes !  *'  Why  then  I  have  fomething  for  you 
from  Mafter  Willoughby  Swift  of  Lifbon."  He  then 
drew  out  a  large  leathern  bag,  and  poured  out  the  con- 
tents, which  were  filvcfr  cobs,  upon  the  table.  Swift, 
enraptured  at  the  fight,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  his 
heart,  pufhed  over  a  large  number  of  them,  without 
reckoning,  to  the  failor,  as  a  reward  for  his  trouble; 
but  the  honed  tar  declined  taking  any,  faying  that  he 
would  do  more  than  that  for  good  Mafter  Willoughby. 
This  was  the  firft  time  that  Swift's  dilpoStion  was  tried 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  money ;  and  he  faid 
that  the  refleftion  of  his  conftant  fufferings  through 
the  want  of  it,  made  him  huft)and  it  fo  well,  that  he. 
was  never  afterwards  without  fome  in  his  purfe. 

Soon  after  this,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
Ireland,  Swift  determined  to  leave, that  kingdom,  and 
to  vifit  his  mother  at  Leiccfter,  in  order  to  confult  witK 
her  upon  his  future  plan  of  life. 

Such  was  the  opening  of  this  great  man's  life ;  and 
from  fuch  a  beginning,  who  could  at  that  time  have, 
imagined  that  fuch  mighty  things  were  to  enfue  ?  He 
was  now  in  his  one-and-twentieth-year  j  unqualified  for 
any  profeffion  but  that  of  the  church ;  in  which  he  had 
no  profpcft  of  fuccecding  from  intcreft ;  and  the  dif- 
graceful  manner  of  his  taking  his  degree,  was  a  ftrong 
bar  to  any  hopes  on  the  fcore  of  merit.  He  had  made 
no  advances  in  any  of  the  ufeful  ftudies  neceffary  to 
put  a  young  man  forward  in  the  world ;  the  rcclufcnefs 
of  his  life  had  rendered  him  little  known ;  and  a  tem- 
per naturally  Iplei^etic,  fowercd  by  the  mifcry  of  his  fi- 
tuation,  did  not  qualify  him  much  for  making  perfo-^ 
nal  friends.  How  unpromifing  were  the  profpefts  of 
fuch  a  man,  juft  entering  into  the  world,  under  fucl\ 
circumftar  res !  And  yet  it  is  to  thofc  very  circum- 

B  4  ftanccs. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


t  THE    LIFE    OF 

ftances^  probably^  that  the  world  owes,  a  Swift ;  to  the 
want  of  money,  want  of  learning,  want  of  friends. 
Whoever  is  acquainted  at  all  with  the  life  and  writings 
of  Swift,  muft  fee  that  he  had  an  uncommon  ihare  of 
fpirit  and  fire  in  his  conftitution.  Such,  as  had  it  not 
been  kept  under  during  the  heat  of  youth,  would  pro- 
bably have  precipitated  him  into  fome  extravagant 
courfes.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  lownefs  of  his  circum- 
ftances  from  his  birth,  could  have  kept  that  fire  fron^ 
burftingout;  nothing  lefs  than  the  galling  yoke  of  de- 
pendance,  could  have  reftrained  that  proud  fpirit  within 
due  bounds.  His  poverty  and  his  pride  were  two  ex-> 
cellent  guards  fet  over  him,  during  that  mod  danger- 
ous time  of  life,  to  fix  and  keep  him  in  a  courfe  of 
virtue.  The  one  debarred  him  from  exceffcs  in  the 
pleafureable  gratification  of  youth,  which  money  only 
can  procure  j  the  other,  kept  him  from  endeavouring 
to  obtain  ^rom  the  purfe  of  others,  by  mean  com- 
pliances, any  pleafures  that  he  could  not  purchafe  from 
his  own  fund.  Thus,  necefTarily  fixed  in  a  courfe  of 
temperance,  the  practice  of  other  moral  duties  became 
eafy  to  him.  And  indeed  there  was  no  fiaw  to  be  found 
in  his  moral  character,  during  his  refidence  in  the  Col- 
lege, however  low  his  parts  might  be  rated. 

Thus  far  I  have  (hewn  the  benefits  which  were  pro- 
bably derived  to  him  from  his  want  of  fortune.  I  Aiall 
now  fhew  what  advantages  it  is  likely  he  derived  from 
want  of  learning. 

Had  Swift  met  with  fufficient  encouragement  to  ap- 
ply himfelf  to  the  learning  of  the  times  j  had  his  fitua- 
tion  in  the  College  been  rendered  eafy  to  him,  fo  that 
he  might  have  purfued  his  ftudies  with  an  undifturbed 
mind  i  had  his  emulation  been  rouzed  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  make  him  enter  into  a  competition  with  thofc  of  his 
own  (landing  -,  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  greatnefs 
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of  his  parts,  that  he  would  have  thrown  all  competitors 
at  a  diftance.  And  in  that  cafe>  he  might  have  acqui- 
red a  fondnefs  for  thofe  ftudies  by  which  he  obtained 
fame,  however  difagreeable-  they  might  have  been  to 
him  at  firft.  He  might  have  proved  the  fbremoft  Lo- 
gician, Metaphyfician,  or  Mathematician  of  his  time  i 
he  might  have  paft  his  life,  like  fome  of  the  moft  emi* 
fient  of  his  fellow  ftudents,  in  ufeiefs  fpeculations ;  and 
inftead  of  writing  a  Laputa,  he  might  himfclf  have  been 
qualified  for  a  profeflbrlhip  in  the  academy  of  that  airy 
region. 

Let  us  only  fuppofe  Swift  to  have  been  a  diftinguifh** 
ed  fcholar  in  the  Univerfity,  and  we  may  reafonably 
fuppofe  alfo,  that,  circumftanced  as  he  was,  his  friends 
would  have  made  him  fit  for  a  fellowlhip  there,  as  the 
fureft  and  beft  proviGon  for  any  one  fo  educated.  Or 
elfe,  encouraged  by  the  hopeful  expeftatioifs  raifed 
from  the  diftinguifhed  figure  he  made  in  the  College^ 
they  would  have  puflied  all  their  intereil  to  have  .gotten 
him  fome  fmall  preferment  in  the  Church.  In  either 
of  which  cafes,  the  Swift  of  the  world  might  have  been 
loft  in  a  Univerfity  Monk,  or  a  Country  Vicar.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  difgrace  thrown  on  him  in  the  Col- 
lege, deprived  him  of  all  hopes  of  preferment,  and 
rendered  his  friends  fo  cold  to  his  intereft,  that  he  had 
no  cxpeftations  of  future  fupport,  but  by  changing  the 
fcene^o  another  country  j  where  only  there  was  a  field 
}arge  enough  for  the  exertion  of  thofe  high  talents, 
^hich  yet  in  a  great  meafure  lay  dormant  in  him. 

And  with  refpe£b  to  the  third  article,  the  want  of 
friends ;  had  it  not  been  for  that  circumftance,  he  would 
DOt  have  been  under  a  neceflity  of  going  to  feek  for 
new  ones,  in  another  country  j  and  he  might  probably 
liever  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  that  particular 
/riend,  who  was  perhaps  the  only  one  living,  capable  of 
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forming  his  mind  to  thofc  great  things  which  he  after- 
wards executed. 

It  was  in  the  year  1^88  that  Swift  left  Ireland  ; 
he  was  then  in  his  one-and-twentieth  year.  5up- 
pofe  him  landed  in  a  ^country  where  he  was  utterly 
unknown,  and  without  recommendatory  letters  that 
might  introduce  him  to  the  acquaintanccj  or  procure 
him  the  affiftance  of  any  one  in  that  country,  with  re- 
gard to  any  future  plan  of  life.  Let  us  ftop  a  while, 
and  furvey  the  future  Swift,  fetting  out  on  foot  from 
Chefter,  in  order  to  go  to  a  mother,  who  was  utterly  in- 
capable o(  affording  him  the  leaft  afliftance,  as  fhe  her- 
felf  was  chiefly  fupported  by  prcfents  and  contribu- 
tions from  her  relations.  One  can  hardly  imagine  a 
fitoation  more  hopelefs  with  regard  to  externals ;  and 
with  refpeft  to  hisown  internal  powers,  he  had  yet  gi- 
Ten  no  proofs  of  thofe,  which  would  not  rather  occa-^ 
lion  defpondcncy  in  his  relations,  than  raife  in  them 
any  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  pu(h  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  And  indeed  at  that  juncture  perhaps  there 
were  few  living  lefs  qualified  than  he  to  do  any  thing 
for  his  own  fupport. 

The  world  was  all  before  him  where  to  choofc 
His  place  of  reft,  and  Providence  his  guide. 

And  he  feems  indeed  to  have  been  then  under  thd 
immediate  guidance  of  Providence  1  for,  hopelefs  ai 
the  end  of  fuch  a  journey  might  at  that  time  have  ap- 
peared, it  proved  in  faft  the  means  of  all  his  (uturh 
greatnefs. 

After  a  refidence  of  fome  months  with  his  mother, 
he  laid  before  her  the  uncomfortablenefs  of  his  prefcnt 
fituation,  and  the  gloominefs  of  his  future  profpeftsj 
requefting  her  advice  what  courfe  he  ftiould  purfuc^ 
She  clearly  faw  that  her  fon's  cafe  required  the  affift- 
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tncc  of  fome  powerful  friend,  and  the  unfortunate  caa 
feldom  number  fu€h  among  their  acquaintance*  She' 
recoUedcd  however  that  Sir  Williarn-  Tcnaple's  Lady 
was  her  relation ;  and  that  there  had  been  a  long  inti- 
macy between  Sir  John  Temple,  father  to  Sir  William, 
and  the  family  of  the  Swifts  in  Ireland ;  fli^  knew  al(b 
that  a  coufin  German  of  her  fon's,  the  Rcvd.  Thomas 
Swift>  had  been  Chaplain  to  Sir  William  Temple,  and 
had  been  provided  for  by  him  in  the  Church,  on  the 
fcore  of  family  conneftions.  She  recommended  it 
therefore  to  her  fon  to  go  to  Sir  William,  and  make 
his  cafe  known  to  him. 

However  grating  fuch  an  application  might  be  to  the 
proud  fpirit  of  Swift,  yet,  as  it  was  his  only  rcfourcej 
he  followed  his  mother's  advice,  and  foon' afterwards 
prefented  himfelf  to  Sir  William  Temple  at  *  Sheoe, 
requefting  his  advice  and  afliftance.  Sir  William  was 
a  man  of  too  much  goodnefs  and  humanity,  not  to  take 
compaflion  on  a  young  man  born  an  orphan,  without 
fortune,  diftreiled  from  his  cradle,  and  without  friends 
or  intereft  to  pu(h  him  forward  in  life  i  who  at  the  fame 
time  had  a  double  claim  to  his  favour,  as  related  by 
blood  to  a  wife  for  whom  he  had  the  higheft  honour 
and  affetStion ;  and  as  the  offspring  of  a  family  wuh 
i«rhom  his  father  had  lived  in  the  clofeft  ties  of  friend- 
Ihip.  He  accordingly  received  him  cheerfully  into  hik 
houfe,  and  treated  him  with  that  hofpitable  kindnefs, 
which  family  conne6tions,  and  what  was  ftill  more  tb 
a  generous  mind,  his  unfortunate  lituation  demanded 
of  him.  But  yet  we  do  not  find,  for  a  long  time,  that 
his  kindefs  to  him  was  encreafed  from  motives  of  per- 

*  Sir  William  Temple's  own  place  of  refidence  was  a  feat  which  he 
had  purchafcd,  called  Moor- Park,  near  Farnham  in  Surrey ;  but  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  as  Moor-Park  grew  unfafe  by  lying  in  thb 
IKay  of  both  armies.  Sir  William  went  back  to  Ipft  hottfe  at  Shcnc^ 
yvjiich  he  had  given  up  to  his  Ton* 
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fonal  regard^  on  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  him.  It 
is  probable  that  Sir  William  early  founded  his  depth  of 
knowledge,  and  examined  into  the  progrefs  he  had 
made  in  his  ftudies;  which  was  far  from  being  fo  great 
as  might  have  been  expeded  from  his  courfe  of  educa^ 
tion,  and  time  of  life.  The  Brft  good  office  that  Sir 
William  could  do  him,  therefore,  was  to  put  him  into 
a  courfe  of  reading,  in  order  that  he  might  redeem  lofl: 
time.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  Swift,  during  his  re- 
fidence  with  Sir  William,  applied  himfelf  with  great 
alfiduity  to  his  ftudies;  in  which,  for  the  ipace  of  eight 
years,  he  was  employed,  by  his.  own  account,  at  lead 
€ight  hours  a  day,  with  but  few  intermiffions.  The 
firft  of  thefe  was  occafioned  by  an  illnefs,  which  he  at* 
tributed  to  a  furfeit  of  fruit,  that  brought  on  a  coId-> 
nefs  of  ftomach,  and  giddinefs  of  head,  which  purfued* 
him  more  or  lefs  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Af- 
ter two  years  refidence  at  Moor-Park,  to  which  place 
he  had  removed  with  Sir  William  when  the  troubles 
were  ended,  his  ftate  of  health  was  fo  bad,,  that  he  was 
advifed  by  phyficians  to  try  the  effe£ts  of  his  native  air, 
towards  reftoring  it.  In  purfuance  of  this  advice  he 
revifited  Ireland ;  but  finding  himfelf  growing  worfe 
there,  he  foon  returned  to  Moor-Park;  where,  upoa 
the  abatement  of  his  illnefs,  he  renewed  his  applica^ 
tion  to  his  ftudies. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Sir  William  Temple  knew 
any  thing  of  the  value  of  his  young  gueft:,  till  about 
this  time;  and  Swift  himfelf  fays  that  it  was  then  he 
began  to  grow  into  feme  confidence  wUb  him.  The  little 
progrefs  Swift  had  made  in  learning  at  his  firft  arrival 
at  Shene,  muft  have  given  Sir  William  but  a  mean  opi- 
nion of  his  capacity;  and  the  few  things  which  he 
wrote  during  his  firft  two  years  refidence  with  him, 
£Ould  havegiven  him  no  very  high  idea  of  his  genius. 

For 
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For  Swift  had  at  that  time  fo  far  miftaken  his  talents, 
that  he  tried  his  ftrength  only  in  Pindarick  Odes;  in 
which,  though  there  appeared  fomc  vigour  of  mind, 
and  efforts  of  an  uncommon  genius,  yet  it  was  appa* 
rent  that  it  was  vigour  improperly  exerted,  and  the  ef- 
forts of  a  genius  mifapplied.  The  fentiments  were 
ftrained  and  crowded ;  and  the  numbers  irregular  and 
harfh  *.  How  then  fhall  we  account  for  the  fudden 
change  of  Sir  William's  fentiments  towards  him  ?  It 
could  not  be  on  account  of  his  progrefs  in  literature, 
for  he  had  not  had  time  enough  to  (land  highly  in  the 
opinion  of  fo  diftingui(hed  afcholar  as  Sir  William  was, 
on  thatfcore.  And  indeed,  with  all  his  afliduity,  it  is 
probable  that  he  had  not  then  fo  far  recovered  loft  time, 
as  to  be  mafter  of  the  learning  which  his  ftanding  re- 
quired. The  moft  probable  conjcdlurc  is,  that  Swift 
had,  at  his  Icifure,  rcvifed  and  correfted  his  Tale  of  a 
Tub,  which  was  (ketched  out  by  him  in  the  College, 
as  was  before  mentioned,  and  now  firft  (hewed  it  taSir 
William.  A  work,  bearing  fuch  a  ftamp  of  original 
genius,  muft,  in  a  man  of  Sir  William  Temple's  de- 
licate tafte,  and  nice  difcernment,  have  at  once  raifed 
the  author  into  a  high  place  in  his  efteem,  and  made 
him  look  upon  him  afterwards  with  very  different  eyes. 
Accordingly  we  find  that,  about  this  period,  he  trufted 
him  with  matters  of  great  importance.  He  introduced' 
him  to  King  William,  and  fufl^cred  him  to  be  prefcnt 
at  fome  of  their  conferences  f.     He  employed  him  in 

a  com- 

*  Two  of  thefe  Odes>  as  being  the  firft  that  have  appeared  of  his 
poetical  writings,  are  placed,  on  that  account  only,  at  the  head  of  the 
£rft  volume  of  his  poems. 

t  Sir  William  had  been  AinbalTador  and  Mediator  of  a  general 
peace  at  I^imeguen  before  the  Revolution.  In  this  charadlcr  he  con- 
tradled  a  clofe  intimacy  with  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  who,  after  he  had 
afcended  the  EngUfh  thronc«  frequently  vifited  him  at  Shene^  md  took 

his 
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a  commiffion  of  confcqucncc  to  the  King^  when  he 
was  unable  to  attend  him  himfelf,  which  required  dex- 
terity, and  knowledge  in  the  Hiftory  of  tngland. 
And  above  a)I^  he  confulted  him  conflailtlyy  and  em« 
ployed  him  in  the  rcvifal  and  corre&ion  c^  his  own 
works. 

In  this  (ituation  Swift  continued,  ftill  applying  clofely 
to  his  ftudies  till  the^year  1692,  when  \\c  went  to  Ox- 
ford in  order  to  take  his  Matter's  degree;  to  which  he 
was  admitted  on  the  5th  of  July  i692. 

From  his  delaying  fo  long  to  take  this  degree,  it  may 
be  concluded  that  Swift  was  determined  to  prepare 
himfelf  for  it  in  fuch  a  way,  as  might  do  him  credit  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Univerfity,  in  order  to  wipe  off  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  former.  And  we  may  judge  that  his  pro- 
grefs  in  academick  ftudies  had  been  very  fmall,  when 
it  required  four  years  application  before  he  thought 
himfelf  qualified  to  appear  at  Oxford  with  that  view. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  other  reafon  afligned  for  his  not 
having  done  it  fooner,  as  he  was  of  fufficientftanding 
to  have  applied  for  his  Matter's  degree  in  the  firtt  year 
of  his  refidence  at  Moor-Park.  From  the  fatisfaflrion 
he  cxpreflcs  at  the  behaviour  of  the  Univerfity  of  Ox* 
lord,  and  the  civilities  he  met  with  there,  it  is  probable^ 
that  he  w^s  not  undittinguittied  as  a  fcholar  ;  and  that 
he  found  the  firtt  end  he  propofed  by  his  ttudies,  fully 
anfwered. 

Us  advice  in  affairs  of  the  utmofl  importance.  Sir  William  being  then 
lame  of  the  gout,  fubfUtuted  Swift  to  attend  his  Majefly  in  his  walks 
round  the  gardens ;  who  admitted  him  to  fuch  famLiarity,  that  he 
ihewed  him  how  to  cut  afparagus  in  the  Dutch  fafliion ;'  and  once 
offered  to  make  him  a  Captain  of  Horfe.  Bat  Swifc  appears  to  have 
fixed  his  mind  very  early  on  an  ecclefiaftical  life;  and  it  is  therefore 
pxobable  that  upon  declining  this  offer,  be  obtained  a  promife  of 
preferment  in  the  Church ;  for,  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle  William,  dated 
1692,  lie  fap,«^*<  I  am  not  to  take  orders  'till  the  King  gives  me  a 
Piebeoi." 

From 
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From  Oxford  he  paid  a  viGt  to  his  mother,  and  then 
returned  to  Moor-Park.    Not  with  a  dcfign  of  continu- 
ing there,  for  he  now  wanted  to  enter  into  the  worlds 
but  in  cxpeftation  of  getting  fomc  preferment  by  means 
of  Sir  William's  intcreft  with  the  King,  which  he  had 
promiied  to  exert  in  his  behalf,  and  had  already  indeed 
obtained  an  affurance  of  that  fort  from  his  Majefty. 
But  Swift  at  this  time  entertained  fome  fufpicion,  that 
Sir  William  was  not  Jo  forward  on  the  occafion  as  be 
could  wijh  i  and  the  reafon  he  alBgned  for  it  was,  that 
Sir  William  was  apprehenfivc  Swiff  would  leave  him, 
and  upon  Jome  accounts^  be  thought  him  a  little  neeejfajj 
to  him  *.     Swift  was  indeed  by  this  time  become  very 
neceflary  to  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life,  generally  10  aa 
ill  ftate  of  health,  and  often  tortured  with  the  moft  ex- 
cruciating diforders.     The  lofs  of  fuch  a  companion  as 
Swift,  after  fuch  a  long  domeftic  intimacy,  would  have 
been  like  the  lofs  of  a  limb.     Bcfidcs,  as  he  fcems  to 
have  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  as  the  leaving  behind  him  a  correfted  copy  of 
all  his  writings,  done  under  his  own  infpeftion,  he 
could  not  bear  the  thought  that  Swift  (hould  leave  him, 
till  that  point  was  accompliflied.     He  had  already  ex- 
perienced the  ufe  that  he  was  of  to  him  in  that  refpefl^ 
and  knew  that  his  place  was  not  eafily  to  be  fupplied. 
And  his  ill  date  of  health  occafioned  the  work  to  ad- 
vance but  flowly,  as  it  was  only  during  the  more  lucid 
intervals  he  applied  to  it.     On  thefe  accounts,  Sir  Wil- 
liam was  in  no  hafte  to  procure  any  preferment  for  his 
young  friend,  to  the  great  mortification  of  Swift.     In 
this  uneafy  ftate  he  continued  at  Moor-Park  two  years 
longer,  and  then,  quite  wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  ex- 
pedation,  he  determined  at  all  events  to  leave  Sir  Wil- 

•  Tha«  Swift  expreiTes  himfelf  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle  WillUm, 
dated  Moor-Park,  November  29^  1692. 

I  ITam, 
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liam,  and  take  his  chance  in  the  world  *•  When  thi« 
his  rcfolution  was  made  known  to  Sir  William,  he  re- 
ceived it  with  evident  marks  of  difpleafurc ;  but  that 
he  might  fcem  to  fulfil  his  promife  to  Swift,  of  ma- 
king fome  provifion  for  him^  he  coldly  told  him,  that 
fince  he  was  fo  impatient,  it  was  not  at  that  tinfie  in 
his  power  to  do  any  thing  more  for  him,  than  to  give 
him  an  employment,  then  vacant  in  the  office  of  the 
Rolls  in  Ireland,  to  the  value  of  fomewhat  more  than 
a  Hundred  pounds  a  year.  Swift  immediately  replied, 
"  That,  fince  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  living, 
without  being  driven  into  the  Church  for  a  mainte- 
nance, he  was  refolvcd  to  go  to  Ireland  to.  take  Holy 
Orders."  To  comprehend  the  full  force  of  this  reply, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  know  that  Sir  William  was  well 
acquainted  with  Swift's  intention  of  going  into  the 
Church,  from  which  he  had  been  hitherto  reftrained 
only  by  ar.  fcruple  of  appearing  to  enter  upon  that 
holy  office,  rather  from  motives  of  neceffity,  than 
chcMce.  He  therefore  faw  through  Sir  William's  de- 
Cgn,  in  making  him  the  offer  of  an  employment  which 
he  was  fure  would  not  be  accepted  by  Swift.  With 
great  readinefs  and  fpirit  therefore,  he  made  ufe  of 
this  circumftance,  at  once  to  Ihew  a  proper  refentment 
of  the  indelicacy  of  Sir  William's  behaviour  towards 
him ;  and  to  affign  an  unanfwerable  motive  for  imme- 
diately carrying  his  long  formed  refolution  into  a6t. 
Their  parting  on  this  occafion  was  not  without  manifelt 
difpleafurc  on  the  fide  of  Sir  William,  and  fome  degree 
of  refentment,  not  ill-founded,  on  the  part  of  Swift* 

He  procured  a  recommendation  to  Lord  Capel,  theit 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  from  whom  is  uncertain,, 
but  it  may  be  prcfumed,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  pro- 

*  See  his  account  of  this,  in  his  letter  to  lis  coufin  Deane  Swifts 
datq(|June3,  1694. 

yiiioa 
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vlfian.  made  for  him  in  confcqucncc  of  it,  that  it  was 
not  a  powerful  one;  and  therefore,  that  Sir  William 
Temple  had  no  fl\are  in  it.  He  went  over  to  Ireland, 
and  was  ordained  in  September  1694,  being  then  almoft 
^7  years  old.  Soon  after  this.  Lord  Capcl  gave  him 
the  prebcpd  of  Kilroot  in  the  diocefe  of  Connor,  worth 
about  100  pounds  a  year.  To  this  place  Swift  imme- 
diately repaired,  in  order  to  refide  there,  and  difcharge 
the  duties  of  his  office.  He  now  for  the  firft  time  en- 
joyed the  fweets  of  inclepcndencej  but  thefe  fweets 
were  not  of  long  duration,  as  he  foon  faw  that  the 
fceneof  his  independence  could  not  poflTibly  afford  him 
any  other  fatisfadtion  in  life.  He  found  himfelf  fituated 
in  an  obfcure  corner  of  an  obfcure  country,  ill  accom- 
modated with  the  conveniencies  of  life,  without  a 
friend,  a  companion,  or  any  converfation  that  he  could 
relifh.  What  a  contraft  was  this  to  the  delightful  fcene 
at  Moor-Park!  replete  with  all  the  beauties,  and 
adorned  with  every  elegance,  that  could  charm  the 
fenfes,  or  captivate  the  fancy;  and  where  the  mind 
had  a  continual  feafl:  of  the  mofl  rational  and  refined 
converfation.  But  ftill  the  fpirit  of  Swift  fo  far  prized 
liberty  above  all  other  blcITings  in  life,  that  had  he  had 
no  other  alternative,  he  would  certainly  have  preferred 
that  uncomfortable  fituation  to  any  ftate  of  depandance. 
But  he  now  began  to  feel  his  own  ftrength,  and,  con- 
fcious  of  his  powers,  could  not  conceive  they  were 
meant  for  fo  narrow  a  fphere  as  that  of  a  fmall  country 
living.  He  felt  an  irreGftible  impulfe  once  more  to 
launch  into  the  world,  and  make  his  way  to  a  flation 
nnore  fuited  to  his  difpofition.  In  this  temper  of  mind 
he  received  accounts  from  his  friends,  that  Sir  William 
Temple's  ill-founded  refentment  had  fubfided  foon  after 
his  departure,  and  that  he  was  often  heard  to  lament 
the  lofs  of  his  company.     Soon  after,  upon  receiving 

C  a  kind 
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a  kind  letter  from  Sir  William  himfelf,  with  an  invic^^ 
tion  to  Moor- Park,  his  rcfolution  was  at  once  fixed. 
He  determined  upon  returning  to  England,  but  firft  rc- 
folved  CO  rcfign  his  living.     As  there' were  fome  Gngu- 
lar  circumftances  attending  this  rcfignation,  I  (hall  re- 
late them  exaflly  as  I  received  them  from  a  Gentleman 
of  veracity,    who  declared  Ke  had  the  account  from 
Swift  himfelf.     He  faid,  that  foon  after  he  hakl  come 
to  this  determination,  he  was  taking  his  cuftomary  walk, 
and  met  an  elderly  clergyman   riding  along  the  .road. 
After  the  ufual  falutation,  he  fclKinto  difcourft  with 
him ;  and  was   fo  pleafed  with  what  paffcd  between 
them,  that  he  invited  him  to  dinner,  and  eafiljr  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  be  his  gueft  for  a  day  or  two.     During 
tliis  time  Swift  found  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,    good  fenfc,    fome  learning,   and 
xmalTcfred  piety :    and,  upon   enquiring   into  his  cir- 
cumflances,    learned,    that  he  had  only  a  curacy  of 
foity  pounds  a  year,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  wife  and 
eight  children.     Swift  lamented  his  fituation,  and  told 
him  thii:  he  had  fome  interefl:  which  he  would  exert  in 
his  behalf,  and  endeavour  to  procure  him  a  living,  if  he 
wonivl  cnly  lend  him  his  black  mare  to  carry  him  to 
Dublin ;  for  Swift  was  not  at  that  time  pofleflTcd  of  a 
horie.     The  clergyman   readily  confcnted,  and  went 
hoiDc  on  foot ;  promifing  to  meet  him  at  any  time  he 
iliculd  appoint  on  his  return.     Swift  went  to  town,  and 
reprefenccd  the  poor  curate's  cafe  to  his  patron  in  fuch 
(tronuj  terms,  as  foon  prevailed  on  him  to  coftfent  that 
Swift's  living  (hould,  upon  his  refignation,  which  wa^ 
-propoled  at  the  fame  time,  be  made  over  to  him.     Nor 
Was  this  a  difficult  point  to  accomplilh,  as,  befide  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  it  was  for  the  intereftof  the  patron 
to  accept  of  an  old  incumbent  of  near  Gxty  years  of 
age,    in  the  room  of  a  young  one  of  twenty-feven. 

Swift 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  19 

S^^ifc,  having  difpatched  this  bufincrfs,  returned  as  foon 
as  poffiblc  to  the  country,  and  gave  notice  to  the  old 
clergyman  to  meet  him.  He  found  him  at  his  door  on 
his  arrival,  and  immediately  upon  their  going  into  the 
parlour  put  the  prefentation  into  his  hand,  defining  him 
to  read  it.  Swift  faid,  that  while  he  was  doing  fo,  he 
kept  his  eyes  fteadily  fixed  on  the  old  man's  face,  in 
which  the  joy  of  finding  that  it  was  a  prefentation  to  a 
living,  was  vifibly  cxprcflcd  :  but  when  he  came  to  thaf 
part  of  the  writing  which  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
living,  and  found  that  it  was  Swift's  own  which  he  had 
rcfigncd  in  his  favour,  he  looked  at  him  for  fome  time 
in  fiicncc,  with  fuch  a  mixed  emotion  of  aftonilhment 
and  gratitude  in  his  countenance,  as  prefented  to  Swift 
one  of  the  moft  ftriking  pidures  of  the  mind  expreffcd 
in  the  face,  he  had  ever  feen  ;  and  he  faid  that  he  never 
before  had  felt  fuch  exquifite  pleafure  of  mind  as  he 
did  in  that  hour.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wpndered  at,  fince 
it  was  the  firft  opportunity  he  ever  had  of  letting  loofc 
that  fpirit  of  gcncrofity  and  benevolence,  whofe  great- 
ndk  and  vigour,  when  pent  up  in  his  own  breaft  by  po- 
verty and  dependance,  fcrved  only  as  an  evil  fpirit  to 
torment  him.  And  when  we  confider  the  nature  of  this 
a£tion  in  all  its  circumftances,  that  the  objcft  of  it  was 
the  worthy  father  of  a  numerous  family,  for  whom  it 
was  impoflible  he  could  make  any  provifion  from  fo 
poor  an  incojnc  as  he  then  pofleiTed  j  that  the  motive  to 
it  was  pure  difinterefted  benevolence,  without  any  alloy, 
as  the  man  was  a-ftranger  to  him,  and  therefore  there 
could  be  no  incentive  to  it  from  ties  of  blood  or  friend- 
Ihip  i  that  the  gift  was  fuch  as  would  brighten  the  latter 
days  of  a  wcll-fpent  life,  though  hitherto  clouded  with 
indigence,  and  make  a  whole  family  happy  ;  and  laftly, 
that  this  gift  was  not  like  that  pf  a  wealthy  man,  who 
^fnight  cafily  fparc  it  without  feeling  the  lofs,  but  the 
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whole  vifible  income  Swifc  poiTeflfed  for  prcfent  and  fu« 
ture  fupport,  the  fole  means  in  his  power  of  preferring 
that  independence  which  he  had  fo  long  (ighed  for>  and 
at  laft  with  difEculcy  obtained :  it  is  no  wonder>  I  faf^ 
all  thefe  circumftances  confidered^  that  the  great  mind 
of  Swift  (bould  have  exulted  in  fo  glorious  an  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  off  at  once  the  large  debt  which,  from 
the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances,  he  had  been  con- 
trafting  all  his  life,  to  benevolence. 

After  feeing  his  fucceflbr  eftablifhed  in  the  liviag»  he 
foon  fettled  his  affairs,  and  fet  out  for  Dublin,  in  his 
way  to  England.  The  old  man,  before  his  departure^' 
prcfTcd  him, to  accept  of  his  black  mare,  which  was  the 
mod  valuable  of  his  pofleflions,  as  a  fmall  token  of  his 
gratitude ;  and  Swift  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
i^nfibility  of  a  generous  heart,  under  obligations^  to 
hurt  him  by  a  refufal. 

With  about  fourfcorc  pounds  in  his  pocket,  which  by 
his  own  account  was  all  his  worldly  wealth  at  that  time, 
Swifc  once  more  embarked  for  England,  and  arrived  at 
Moor- Park  in  the  year  1695,  after  fomewhat  more  than 
a  year's  abfence. 

To  all  appearance  he  had  but  little  bettered  his  con« 
dicion  by  his  journey  to  Ireland.  He  was  now  returned 
to  the  fame  (late  of  dependance,  which  had  before  pro-* 
ved  fo  irkfome  to  him,  that  he  determined  to  break 
away  from  it,  at  all  hazai^ds.  But  there  were  feveral 
circumftances  which  contributed  to  mike  his  prefenC 
ftate,  though  (liil  dependant,  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  the  former.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  his  fituation  now 
was  not  the  effcd  of  neceflity  or  conftraint,  but  the 
obje<5t  of  his  choice.  In  the  next,  he  was  highly  gra- 
tified with  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  his  regard  and  at- 
tachment to  Sir  William,  by  returning  voluntarily  to 
him,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  lived  indepcnd- 
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cntlj^  though  he  fcqrned  to  be  compelled  into  it  from 
motives  of  neceffity.  Then,  by  fo  readily  complybg 
with  Sir  William's  requeft,  and  giving  up  all  his  vifible 
fopport  in  order  to  do  fo^  he  had  laid  him  under  fuch 
an  obligation  as  entitled  him  to  all  future  favours, 
which  might  be  in  his  power  to  beftow.  Accordingly 
we  find,  that  Swift's  mind  being  now  perfe&ly  at  eafe» 
and  Sir  William  confidering  his  return,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumftances»  in  the  moft  obliging  light,  thefe  two  great 
men  lived  together  to  the  time  of  Sir  William's  death, 
in  the  mod  perfed  harmony,  and  with  marks  of  mutual 
confidence  and  efteem.  Nor  do  we  find  during  that 
ipace,  which  was  almoft  four  years,  that  Swift  was  at 
adl  prefiing  on  the  fcore  of  preferment  promifed  him^ 
which,  had  he  been  fo^  he  would  certainly  have  ob- 
tained ;  but,  from  a  true  generofity  of  mind,  he  feem- 
ed  determined  to  (tay  with  his  friend,  in  order  to  cheer 
liis  latter  days,  which  were  embittered  by  illnefs  and 
pain,  and  required  fuch  a  cordial  to  make  life  fupport-* 
able;  and  to  lay  afide  all  views  with  regard  to  himfelf, 
till  his  friend's  death  (hould  releafe  him  from  the  bene-^ 
Tolent  tafl^  and  leave  him  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  own 
tntereft.  ^ 

During  this  fpace  Swift's  time  was  fully  and  ufcfully 
employed*  He  devoted  eight  hours  a  day,  as  bef<^^ 
to  the  profecution  of  his  *  fiudies.  His  funflion 
a  clergyman  was. confined  to  a  private  family,  but  he 
was  regular  in  the  difcharge  of  it,  having  ftated  times 
in  the  nioming  and  evening  for  their  meeting  together 
at  prayers.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  pre« 
Ceptor  to  ayoungLadyj.  niece  to  Sir  William  Temple, 

refiding 

*  A*  nsay  may  be  curion»  to  know  ot  what  nature  his  (ludies  were* 
the  following  account  of  the  books  whkh  he  read  in  one  year«  pre* 
bmi  h  bi«  own  hsnd-writing,  may  afford  fomt  (atisii&ftion. 
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refiding  in  his  houfcr,  teaching  her  Englifli,  and  dire£b^ 
ing  her  in  a  proper  courfc  of  reading.  At  the  famt 
time  Mils  Johnfon,  afterwards  fo  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Stella,  was  a  fellow  ftgdent  with  the  other 
young  Lady,  and  partook  of  the  benefit  of  the  fame 
inftruftion.  Mifs  Johnfon  was  daughter  to  Sir  Willimt 
Temple's  fteward,  and  was  at  that  time  about  fourteen 
years  of  age;  beautiful  in  her  perfon,  and  pofleficd  of 
fuch  fine  talents,  as  made  Swift  take  great  delight  in 
cultivating  and  forming  her  mind.  At  this  time  too 
he  writ  his  famous  Digreflions  to  be  found  in  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub ;  and  the  Battle  of  the  Books;^  in  honour  of 
his  great  and  learned  friend, 

In  the  year  1699,  Sir  William  Temple  died,  leaving 
Swift  a  legacy,  and  the  care,  truft,  and  adrantage,  of 
publifliing  his  pofthumous  writings.  As  he  had  alfo 
obtained  a  promiie  from  King  William,  that  he  would 
give  Swift  a  prebend,  either  of  Canterbury  or  Weft- 
minfter,  he  thought  he  had  made  a  fufficient  return  foe 


From  Jan.  7,  iSg^--, 
• 
Lord  Ilcrbf  rf  s  Karry  VIIT.  /oL 
Sleidan's    Ccmmcnr,    abftrafted. 

Council  nf  Trent,  ahfiraQcd,  foL 

Virgil,  S.s, 

Horace,  9  vols. 

ijir  William  Temple's  Memoirs 

• Jn-roduc- 

tk)n 
C-iiidiji's  Kllzabcfh 
f  rince  Arthur 
Hiltoire  de  Chypre 
Vo)agc  de  Syam 
Voiturc 

Mcmoircs  dc  Mauricr 
Lucius  rio.us,  ur. 
Collier's  Efiays,  2  vols. 
Cou^it  Gabaiis 


Sir  John  Dayis,  of  the  Sonl 

Conform ite  dc  Religion,  ^r. 

Dialogues  des  Morts,  2  vols, 

Lucretius,  u^ 

Hiftoire  de  Mr.  Ccnftancc 

Hiftoiie  d'EihiopIe 

HiHoire  de  Cotes,  de  A®, 

Die  d  Tus  Siculus,   abftr.  j^A 

Cyprian  &  IremtuSj  abftr.  /of^ 

Voyage  de  Ma  we,  ^c, 

it.lian,  Vol.L 

H'jmer,  Iliad,  &  Ody/T, 

Clcc!o's  Epillles 

JBernicr's  Grand  Mogol,  2  vols, 

Burnet's  Ilift.  of  Reform.  /gL 

Fetronius  Arbiter. 

Oeuvres  Melees,  5  vols. 

Thucydides,  by  Hobbes,abflr./tfA 

Thcophrafli  charadleres 

VcfOub  dc  Sibyllinis 
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sll  his  merits  towards  him,  and  that  he  left  him  in  the 
high  Tcad  to  preferment  ♦. 

Before  we  accompany  Swift  into  the  world,  let  us  re- 
view the  manner  of  his  pafling  his  life,  from  the  time 
that  wc  ftoppcd  to  furvey  him  on  his  way  to  Lciceftcr, 
when,  forlorn  and  hopelefs  as  his  condition  was,  the 
vn&en  hand  of  Providence  was  guiding  him  to  the 
meMisof  all  his  future  greatnefs,  in  placing  him  under 
the  hoipitable  roof  of  Sir  William  Temple,  However 
bounteous  nature  had  been,  in  bellowing  on  Swift  ex- 
traordinary talents,  yet  were  they  of  fuch  a  kind,  as  re- 
quired much  time  and  application  to  bring  them  to  per«- 
fedion,  and  fit  them  to  anfwer  their  dcftined  ends. 
He  had  mifled  the  ufual  feafon  of  cultivating  thofo 
talents,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  had  efcaped  the  dan^ 
ger  of  their  being  perverted  and  mifapplied.  His  mind 
had  not  been  ftrait-laced  into  that  fa(hionable  fhape 
which  feemed  moft  beautiful  to  the  eyes  of  pedantry, 
but  was  fuffered  to  reach  its  full  growth  according  to 
the  courfe  of  nature.  Thus  did  it  attain  an  unufual 
fize,  vigour,  and  eafe.  He  did  not  enter  fcrioufly  up- 
on his  ftudies  till  his  underftanding  was  mature;  thus 
all  that  he  read  was  to  fome  uTcful  end,  nor  was  his 
niemory  charged  with  thofe  important  trifles,  about 
which  the  fcholaftic  world  is  generally  fo  bufy.  He 
read  the  claflics  at  a  time  when  he  could  penetrate  into 
their  profoundeft  depths,  and  enrich  himfelf  with  the 
fpoilsof  their  hidden  treafuresj  not  at  the  ufual  feafon 
of  boyilhnefsji  when  the  weak  fight  can  be  regaled  only 

*  Such  wa$  the  love  and  attention  which  Swift  ihewed  to  this  great 
maD>  that  in  his  ]afl  iHnefs  he  kept  a  daily  regider  of  the  v^riatio«s 
which  appeared  in  his  conftitution,  from  July  i,  1698,  to  the  27th  of 
the  Janoary  following ;  when  he  concludes  with  this  note,  ^«  He  died 
|ft  one  o'clock  in  the  morning)  and  with  him  all  that  was  grc^t  andi 
1^  aiuon|  msvi%' 

Q  4  with 
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ttrith  fuch  Sowery  beauties  as  are  pointed  out  to  it  oir 
the  furface.  Thinking  for  himfelf  as  a  man,  he  foon 
faw  that  no  fcience  was  fo  valuable  to  man^  as  that  of 
hunnah  nature.  He  judged  that  the  beft  way  to  obtam 
a  general  knowledge  of  that,  was  from  hiftory;  and  a 
more  particular  view  of  it,  from  ftudying  mankind. 
He  could  nor  poflibly  have  been  better  (ituated  than 
at  Moor-Park,  to  have  made  obfervations  on  the  higher 
and  more  refined  life ;  and  he  ftudioufly  fought  all  op* 
portunities  during  his  little  excurfions  and  journies,  to 
make  himfcif  acquainted  with  low  life;  often  prefer* 
ring  the  conveyance  of  waggons,  and  their  inns,  to 
thofe  of  coaches.  Scenes  of  middling  life  muft,  of 
courfe,  often  fall  into  his  way  j  and  where,  to  a  bounds* 
Jefs  curiofity,  there  was  added  from  nature  an  Uficom-r 
mon  penetration,  it  is  no  wonder  he  became  fuch  an 
adept  in  the  knowledge  of  man,  and  of  the  world. 
A  fcience  cfTentially  ncceflary  to  him  to  make  that  fi-^ 
gure  which  he  afterwards  did  in  life.    . 

His  lituation  at  Sir  William  Temple's  was  indeed 
in  every  refpcft  the  happicft  that  could  have  b^en  cho-r- 
fen,  to  prepare  this  great  genius  for  the  complicated 
part  he  was  t6  a6t  in  the  world*  v  Swift  was  to  figure 
as  a  Writer,  as  a  Politician,  as  a  Patriot.  And  where, 
could  a  young  m^n  have  found  fuch  a  direftor  s^nd 
affiftant  in  fitting  him  for  the  performance  of  thefe  fe- 
veral  parts,  as  Sir  William  Temple  j  who  was  himfelf 
one  of  the  fineft  writers,  one  of  the  ableft  ftatefmen, 
and  the  trueft  loyer  of  his  country,  that  had  been  pro-^ 
^uced  in  that,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  age  ? 

It  was  from  the  frequent  revifal  of  that  great  man's 
works,  under  his  own  infpeftion,  that  Swift  acquired 
his  firft  lights  with  regard  to  propriety  and  purity  of 
ftyle,  which  he  was  afterwards  allowed  to  carry  to  a 
greater  degree  of  perfcftion  than  anj^  EngUih  writer 
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whatibeven  The  high  opinion  he  entertained  of  Sir 
WiUiam*8  Works  in  this  refpeft,  was  known  to  mc 
from  the  following  circumftance.  When  1  was  ah  un- 
dergraduate in  the  College,  he  recommended  it  to  me 
to  lay  afide  fome  portion  of  time  every  day  for  the  lludy  < 
of  finglilh  s  and  when  I  aik'd  him  what  authors  he 
-would  advife  me  to  read,  he  immediately  replied.  Sir 
William  Temple  i  not,  faidhe,  his  latter  Works,  writ- 
ten during  or- after  his  long  refidence  abroad,  for  his 
^l.e  became  then  fomewhat  corrupted  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  newfangled  foreign  words  and  phrafes,  which 
he  fell  into  by  converfing  and  writing  fo  much  in  fo- 
reign languages ;  but  fuch  of  his  Works  as  were  writ- 
ten before  his  going  Ambaflador  to  Nimeguen.  And 
after  him,  added  he,  I  do  not  know  any  writer  in  our 
language  that. I  would  recomniend  to  you  as  a  model. 
I  had  upon  this  occafion  a  fair  opportunity  of  paying 
him  ajuft  compliment;  but  I  knew  his  deccilation  of 
any  thing  that  carried  the  appearance  of  flattery  with 
it,  too  well,  to  make  mention  of  his  own  Works  to 
bimt 

With  TctjpcA  to  Politicks,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
there  was  no  man  of  that  age  better  qualified  than  Sir 
William  Temple,  not  only  to  inftruft  Swift  in  the  ge- 
neral fyftem  of  Politicks  purfued  in  the  feveral  States 
of  Europe,  but  likewife  to  lay  open  to  him  ail  the  ar- 
cana of  ftate,  all  the  moft  fecret  fprings  of  adbion,  with 
regard  to  public  affairs,  both  foreign  and  domeflic, 
during  his  timpi  in  which  he  himfelf  had  borne  fo 
principal  a  part :  and  with  regard  to  Patriotifm,  Sir 
William  Temple  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  the  moft 
ibining  example. of  that  nobleft  of  virtues,  produced 
in  that  age  5  as  he  pafied  all  the  vigorous  part  of  his  life 
in  the  moft  indefatigable  endeavours  for  the  good  of 
Uf  (WWrtry^  upon  ^9  fPO<t  dififltwcftcd  principles; 

never 
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never  hiving  received  ^xiy  reward,  nor  ieeming  iblick 
tous  about  any,  for  a  l©ng  ferics  of  the  moft'  important 
fcrviccs  rendered  to  his  King  and  Country,  often  at  hit 
own  expence ;  and  at  laft  nobly  declining  tht  higheft 
llation  to  which  a  fubjcA  could  be  raifed,  when  offers 
cd  to  him,  as  it  was  at  a  time  of  lifc>  when  he  fouild 
th^  vigour  of  his  mind  fo  far  abated,  that  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  equal  to  the  arduous  enrtploynient  of  itrft 
Miniftcr.  And  with  refpcft  to  private  virtoc,  ther* 
could  not  have  been  a  more  illuftrious  example  placed 
before  the  eyes  of  a  young  man,  than  that  of  an  old 
Courtier,  who  during  the  diflblute  reign  of  Charlc  IL 
bad  fingly  at  Court  maintained  his  integrity  unlhakeOji 
^nd  his  morals  untainted. 

Under  the  direftion  of  fuch  1  tutor,  fuch  a  gmde^ 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  an^exampie;  how  happlf 
was  the  moft  dangerous  feafon  of  life  pafled  in  ftudiouk 
retirement,  far  from  the  dangers  and  tetliptationi  of  a 
corrupt  world. 

When  we  refleft  that  Swift  was  firft  brought  up  in 
the  fchool  of  Adverfity,  (who  though  (he  be  a  feven^ 
miftrefb,  yet  does  fl)e  generally  make  the  bcft  fchoUrs) 
and  that  he  was  thence  removed  to  another  Lyceum^ 
where  prefided  a  fage,  in  whom  were  blended  Socratic 
i^ifdom^  Stoical  virtue,  and  Epicurean  elegance^  we 
muft  allow  his  lo^  to  have  been  moft  happily  eaft  fpf 
forming  a  great  and  diftingqilhed  charafter  in  life^ 
Nor  did  he  fail  to  anf\yer  the  high  eKpe<5lation  that 
itiight  be  raided  of  a  young  man  endowed  by  naturie 
with  uncommon  talents,  which  were  improved  to  thf 
«tmoft  by  a  Angular  felicity  of  fttuationj^  int;o  which 
fortune  had  thrown  him. 

Let  us  now  accompany  Swift  into  the  world,  from 

entering  into  which  he  was  happily  detained  till  his 

^hirty-firft  yiar.    His  miiyi  was  now  ftored  vith  f^ 

%  |ict;y 
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rfety  of  lafcful  knowledge ;  his  underftanding  had  arri- 
ved at  its  utmoft  miaturity  and  ftrength  5  his  fancy  was 
in  its  prime ;  and  his  hearty  long  filled  with  the  nobleft 
nfft&ions  towards  God,  and  cowards  pfian,  fwelled  with 
}A)patience  for  proper  opportunities  of  difcharging  his 
duty  to  both.  With  fuch  abilities,  and  fuch  difpofi- 
tions,  behold  him  now  entering  on  the  great  ftagc  of 
fhe  world,  to  perform  the  charaftcr  allotted  to  him 
in  the  drama  of  life,  that  of  an  able,  bold,  and  un^ 
wearied  championj^  in  thje  cauf^  of  religion^  liberty^ 
iind  yiftue, 

SECTION    II, 

f'rom  ihe  Death  of  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  Time  ef 
his  Introduction  to  Lord  Oxforp. 

UPON  the  death  of  Sir  William  Temple,  Swift 
immediately  removed  to  London  \  where  his  firft  care 
was  to  difcharge  the  truft  rcpofcd  in  him,  that  of  pub- 
liftiing  a  correft  edition  of  Sir  William  Temple's  Worksj 
which  he  effeftcd  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and  prefented 
them  to  King  William,  with  a  Abort  Dedication  written 
by  himfelf,  as  publilher.  He  thought  he  could  not 
pay  a  more  acceptable  compliment  to  the  King,  than 
by  dedicating  to  him  the  pofthumous  works  of  a  man, 
for  whom,  from  his  earlieft  days,  when  Prince  of  Orange^^ 
he  had  profeffed  the  higheft  friendfliip  and  cfteem  \  and 
with  whom  he  lived,  after  his  arrival  at  the  Crown  of 
England,  on  the  moft  intimate  footing ;  frequently  vi- 
fiting  Sir  William  in  his  retreat,  after  he  had  found  his 
endeavours  vain  to  draw  him  out  of  it,  by  the  tempting 
offer  of  making  him  his  firft  Minifter.  There  was  an- 
other reafon  too,  which  muft  have  made  the  publica-^ 
Itioti  of  thcfe  works  peculiarly  acce|)tablc  to  the  King ; 

lyhich 
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which  wa$3  chat  fome  of  the  moft .  important  tratt(ac« 
tions  mentioned  in  thofe  writings^  were  relative  to  him« 
felf;  and  many  perfonal  anecdotes  with  regard  to  him; 
were  now  brought  to  light,  which  could  have  been  diC^ 
clofed  by  no  one  but  Sir  William^  and  which  put  the 
charadcr  of  that  truly  heroic  Prince  in  a  high  point  of 
view.  On  thefe  accounts  Swift  thought  that  fuch  a  de- 
dication was  not  only  the  politeft  method  of  reminding 
the  King  of  his  promife  made  to  Sir  William  Tenqdo. 
in  his  behalf^  but  the  likeliefl:  m^ans  of  having  it  fpee* 
dily  carried  into  execution.  However^  as  he  did  not 
find  the  event  anfwer  his  expeAation^  he  applied  to  that 
Monarch  by  memorial. 

But  after  waiting  fome  time^  he  found  that  his  me- 
morijal  had  produced  no  better  effe£t  than  bis  ^dedica- 
tjon.  He  therefore  readily  accepted  of  an  offer  made 
to  him  by  Lord  Berkeley,  then  appointed  one  of  the 
Xxirds  J u dices  of  Ireland^  to  attend  him  to  that  king*- 
dom>  in  the  double  capacity  of  Cb^plaini  and  private 
Secretary. 

This  total  neglect  of  his  promife»  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  laft^  and  it  may  be  called-a  dying  requeft, 
q(  his  particular  friend,  feems  to  bear  not  a  little  hard 
on  the  charafter  of  King  William.  But  it  is  to  be  obf 
fcrved  that  Swift  was  the  molt  unfit  man  in  the  world 
to  folicit  a  point  of  that  fort  in  due  form,  without  which 
nothing  is  to  be  done  at  Court.  He  thought  that  his 
(hewing  himfelf  there,  or  at  moft  the  dedication  of  Sir 
William's  Works,  was  all  that  was-necefTary  to  be  done 
on  his  part.  And  with  regard  to  the  memorial,  he 
himfdf  exonerated  King  William  fo  far,  as  to  fay  often 
that  he  believed  it  never  was  received^  For  he  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  a  certain  Nobleman^  who  profefied 
great  regard  to  him,  and  offered  to  prefent  it  to  the 
King^  and  fccond  it  with  aU  bis  mi^ht  j  but  Swift  hacl 
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afterwards  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  funk  it,  and 
faid  not  a  word  of  the  n^atter. 

Swift  aifted  as  Secretary  to  Lord  Berkeley,  till  they 
arrived  at  Dublin ;  when  he  was  fupplantcd  in  that  of- 
fice by  one  Bulb,  who  had  by  fomc  means  ingratiated 
himfelf  with  my  Lord;  and  reprefcnting  the  office  of 
Secretary  as  an  improper  one  for  a  Clergyman,  he  was 
appointed  fn  Swift's  room.  Lord  Berkeley  making  the 
beft  apology  to  him  that  he  could,  and  at  the  fame 
time  promifing  to  make  him  amends,  by  bellowing  on 
him  the  firft  good  church  preferment  that  fhould  fall 
in  his  gift.  Swift  was  not  a  man  to  be  treated  in  this 
manner  with  impunity.  Accordingly,  he  gave  free 
fcope  to  his  refentment,  in  a  fevcre  copy  of  verfes, 
which  placed  the  Governor  and  his  new-made  Secretary 
in  a  moft  ridiculous  point  of  light,  and  which  was  every 
where  handed  about  to  their  no  fmall  mortification. 
Soon  after  this  the  rich  Deanery  of  Derry  became  va- 
cant, and  as  it  was  the  Earl  of  Berkeley's  turn  to  pre- 
font  to  it.  Swift  applied  to  him  for  it  upon  the  ftrength 
of  his  promife.  Lord  Berkeley  faid,  that  Bulh  had 
been  before-hand  with  him,  and  had  got  the  promife 
of  it  for  another.  Upon  feeing  Swift's  indignation  rife 
at  this,  my  Lord,  who  began  to  be  in  no  fmall  fear  of 
him,  faid  that  the  matter  might  ftill  be  fettled  if  ht 
would  talk  with  Bufli.  Swift  immediately  found  out 
the  Secretary,  who  very  frankly  told  him  that  he  was 
to  get  a  thoufand  pound  for  it,  and  if  he  would  lay 
down  the  money,  he  ihould  have  the  preference.  To 
which  Swift,  enraged  to  the  utmoft  degree,  at  an  offer 
which  he  confidered  as  the  higheft  infult,  and  done  evi- 
dently with  Lord  Berkeley's  participation,  made  no 
ether  anfwer  but  this ;  *'  God  confound  you  both  for  a 
couple  of  fcoundrels.'^  With  thcfe  words  he  imme^ 
diatdy  quitted  the  roorn^  and  turned  his  back  on  the- 
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Caftle,  determined  to  appear  there  no  more*  But 
Lord  Berkeley  was  too  confcious  of  the  ill  treatment  h^ 
had  given  himj  and  too  fearful  of  the  refentmcnc  of 
an  exafperaced  genius^  not  to  endeavour  to  pacify  him* 
He  therefore  immediately  prefcnted  him  with  the  pcc-* 
tory  of  Agher,  and  the  vicarages  of  Laracor  and  Ratb^ 
beggan,  then  vacant  in  the  diocefe  of  Meath^  Though 
thefe  livings  united  did  not  make  up  a  third  of  the 
Deanery  in  value,  and  though  from  the  large  promifes 
which  had  been  made  him^  he  had  reafon  to  expe& 
much  greater  preferment,  yet,  confidering  the  fpeci-» 
mens  already  given  of  the  performance  of  thofe  prOf 
mifes.  Swift  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  accept  of  thofe 
livings,  dropping  all  future  expedations  from  tha(. 
quarter.  Nor  did  he  afterwards  eftrange  himfelf  from 
Lord  Berkeley's, family,  but  continued  ftill  in  his  of* 
ficc  of  Chaplain  J  to  which  he  feems  to  have  been 
chiefly  induced,  from  the  great  honour  and  refpcfl: 
which  he  had  for  his  excellent  Lady :  whofe  virtues  he 
has  celebrated  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  in  the  Introduce 
tion  to  the  Projccl  for  the  Advancement  of  Religion. 

From  this  behaviour  to  Lord  Berkeley,  we  may 
judge  how  little  Swift  was  qualified  to  rife  at  Court,  i^ 
the  ufual  way  of  obtaining  preferment;  and  we  may 
cJftimate  the  greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  by  the  degree  of 
refentment  ihewn  to  the  man,  in  confequence  of  ill 
treatment,  upon  whom  all  his  hopes  of  preferment  then 
refted. 

It  was  at  this  tinie  that  Swift's  true  humourous  vein 
in  poetry  began  to  difplay  itfclf,  in  feveral  little  pieces^ 
written  for  the  private  entertainment  of  Lord  Berkeley's 
family ;  among  which  was  that  incomparable  piece  of 
low  humour,  called  The  humble  Petition  of  Mrs.  Fraa- 
ces  Harris,  fc?^. 
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'  When  Lord  Berkeley  quitted  the  government  of 
Iridand,  Swift  went  to  refide  on  his  living  at  Laracori 
Where  he  lived  for  fome  time  in  the  conftant  and  ftrift 
difcfaacge  of  his  duty. 

•    It  was  about  this  time  that  Mrs,  Johnfon  (the  after-* 
wards  celebrated  Stella)  arrived  in  Ireland,  accompa- 
nied by  another  Lady  of  the  name  of  Dingiey,    who 
s(;iPafi  related  to  the  fajhily  of  the  Temples.     Sir 'Wil- 
liam Temple  had   bequeathed  to  Mrs,  Johnfon  a  le- 
gacy of  a  thoufand  pounds,  in  confideration  of  her  fa- 
ther's faithful    fcrvices,    and    her  own  rifing  merits. 
After  Sir  William's  death,  (he  lived  for  fome  time  with 
Mr«.  Dingley,  a  lady  who  had  but  a  fmall  annuity  to 
fupport  her.     In  this  fituation  Swift  advifcd  his  lovely 
pupil  to  fettle  in  Ireland,  as  the  intereft  of  money  was 
at  that  time  ten  per  cent,  in  that  kingdom;  and  con- 
fidertng  the  cheapnefs  of  provifions,  her  income  there 
%ould  afford  her  a  genteel  fupport,  inftead  of  a  mere 
fubfiftence  in  England ;  for  the  fame  reafon  alfo  he  re- 
Cbrtimendcd  it  to   Mrs.  Dingley  to  accompany  her. 
This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  both  the  ladies. 
To  the  latter,  as  (he  had  fcarce  a  fufficient  income  to 
fubfift  on  in  England,  though  managed  wiih  the  utmofl: 
frugality  5  to  the  former,  that  (he  might  be  near  her 
tutor,  whofe  IcJTons,  however  they  might  dwell  on  her 
memory,  had  funk  ftill  deeper  into  her  heart.     Thefc 
ladies,  foon  after  their  arrival,  took  a  lodging  at  Trim, 
a  village  near  Laracor,  which  was  the  place  of  Swift's 
re(idence.     The  converfation  of  this  amiable  woman, 
who,  by  bis  own  account,  had  the  moft  and  finef^  ac- 
compHfliments  of  any  perfon  he  had  ever  known  of  ei- 
ther fcK,  contributed  not  a  little  to  fweeten  his  retire- 
ment,  which  otherwife  muft  foon  have  become  burden- 
Ibmc  to  fo  aftive  a  fpirit.     But  though  Stella's  beauty 
waa  at  that  time  arrayed  in  all  the  pride  of  blooming 
i       •  eighteen, 
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eighteen,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  never  dropped  the 
lead  hint  that  might  induce  her  to  confider  him  in  the 
light  of  a  lover.  In  his  whole  deportment  he  (till 
maintained  the  character  of  a  tutor,  a  guardian,  ud  a 
friend  s  but  he  fo  ftudioufly  avoided  the  appearance  of 
any  other  attachment  to  her,  that  he  never  faw,  or  con- 
verfed  with  her,  but  in  the  prefence  of  (bme  third  per* 
fon.  The  truth  is,  that  Swift,  at  that  time,  knewnoc 
what  the  paffion  of  love  was ;  his  fondnefs  for  Stella  was 
only  that  of  an  affcftionate  parent  to  a  favourite  child  j 
and  he  had  long  entertained  a  diflike  to  matrimony. 
He  fecms  to  have  been  under  the  dominion  of  a  ftili 
more  powerful  palTion,  that  of  ambition:  a  paffion 
which,  from  his  boyilh  days,  had  taken  ftrong  hold  of 
his  mind,  and  never  afterwards  forfook  him,  till  all 
hopes  of  its  being  farther  gratified  had  failed. 

Urged  by  this  rcftlcfs  fpirir,  he  every  year  paid  a 
vifit  to  England,  abfcnting  himfclf  for  fome  months 
from  the  duties  of  his  parifli,  and  the  charming  con* 
vcrfation  of  the  amiable  Stella,  in  hopes  of  finding 
fome  favourable  opportunity  of  diftinguilhing  himfelf^ 
and  puftiing  his  fortune  in  the  world.  His  firft  vifit  to 
London,  from  the  time  he  had  taken  pofleffion  of  his 
living,  was  in  the  year  1701.  At  which  time  he  found 
the  publick  in  a  ferment,  occafioned  by  the  impeach* 
ment  of  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Orford,  Lord  So- 
mers,  and  Lrord  Hallifax,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
Upon  this  occaGon  Swift  wrote  and  publilhed  his  firft 
political  traft,  entitled,  A  Difcourfe  of  the  Contefts 
and  'Difientions  in  Athens  and  Rome.  In  which  he  dif-» 
played  great  knowledge  in  ancient  hiflory,  as  well  as 
ikill  in  the  Englilh  conftitution,  and  the  ftate  of  par* 
ties.  The  author  of  this  piece  concealed  his  name  with 
the  greateft  precaution,  nor  was  he  at  that  time  perfo<^ 
pally  known  to  any  of  the  Nobles^  in  whofc  favour  tc 
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ftetns  to  have  been  written  j  and  indeed >  from  the  fpn 
xit  of  the  piece  itfelf,  we  may  fee  that  Swift  was  indti-» 
ced  to  write  it  from  other  motives  than  fueh  as  were 
private  and  perfonal;  As  no  one  undenlood  the  Eftg^ 
li(h  conftitution  better,  fo  no  one  loved  it  tnore,  or 
Would  have  gone  greater  lengths  to  prefcrVe  it,  than 
Swift.  He  faw  clearly  that  the  balance,  upon  the  due 
prefcrvation  of  which  the  very  life  of  our  conftitutiort 
depends,  had  been  for  fome  tinie  in  a  Buduating  (late^ 
and  that  the  popular  fcale  was  likely  to  preponderate. 
All  the  horrors  of  anarchy,. and  the  det^ed  times  of  i 
Cromwell,  came  frcfti  into  his  mind.  He  therefore 
thought  ic  his  duty  to  lay  before  the  public  the  fatal 
confequences  of  the  encroachments  then  making  by  th0 
Commons  upon  Che  other  two  branches  of  the  Legif* 
lature;  which  he  Executed  in  a  moft  mafterly  manner^ 
with  great  foi^ce  of  argument,  afliftcd  by  th6  moft 
Ariking  examples  of  o^her  ftates  in  fimilar  cifcdm* 
fiances  i  and  at  the  fame  time  in  a  ftyle  and  method  fo 
perfpicuous,  as  to  render  the  whole  clear  to  coitimon 
capacities.  Another  reafon  for  fuppoGng  that  Swift 
wrote  this  wholly  from  a  pfinciplcc  of  duty^  isj  that  thi 
author  deals  throughout  in  generals,  excepting  only  one 
oblique  compliment  to  the  four  Lords  who  were  itn- 
peached  by  the  Commons,  which  at  the  fame  time 
fervcd  to  ftrengthen  his  general  argument;  The  truth 
iS)  Swifti  at  that  time,  was  of  no  party  j  he  fided  with 
the  Whigs  merely  becaufe  he  thought  the  Tories  were 
carrying  matters  too  far,  and  by  the  violence  of  their 
proceedings  were  likely  to  overturn  that  happy  balance 
in  our  ftatc,  fo  lately  fettled  by  the  glorious  Revolu-^ 
tion  i  to  which  there  was  not  a  faftcr  friend  in  h  ngland 
than  himfelf^  However  it  is  certain  that  it  remained 
for  fome  time  a  profound  fccret  to  the  world,  who  the 
author  of  that-admirable  piece  was.    And  the  firft  dif- 
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covcry  made  of  it,  was  by  Swift  himfclf,  upon  the  fo^ 
lowing  occafionr  After  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  hap« 
pened  to  fall  into  company  with  Bilhop  Sheridan,  where 
this  much- talked  of  pamphlet  became  the  topic  of 
converfation.  The  Biihop  infilled  that  it  was  writtea 
by  Bi(hop  Burnet,  and  that  there  was  not  another  ma» 
living  equal  to  it,  Swift  maintained  the  contrary  j  at 
firft  by  arguments  drawn  from  difference  of  flyle,  man- 
ner, iSi.  and  afterwards  upon  being  urged,  faid,  that 
to  his  certain  knowledge  it  was  not  written  by  Burnet. 
Then  pray,  faid  the  Bi(hop,  who  writ  it?  Swift  an- 
fwered,  my  Lord,  I  writ  it..  As  this  was  the  only  in- 
ftance  in  his  life  that  Swift  was  ever  known  to  have 
owned  direftly  any  piece  as  his>  it  is  to  be  foppdfed 
that  the  confefHon  was  drawn  from  him  by  the  heat  of 
argument. 

Early  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  King  William  diedj 
and  Swift,  on  his  next  vifit  to  London,  found  Queen 
Anne  upon  the  throne.  It  was  generally  thought,  up- 
on this  event,  that  the  Tory  party  would  have  had  the 
istfcendant  i  but,  contrary  to  all  expcdation,  the  Whigs 
had  managed  matters  fo  well,  as  to  get  entirely  int^ 
the  Queen's  confidence,  and  to  have  the  whole  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  in  their  hands.  Swift's  friends  were 
now  in  power,  and  the  Whigs  in  general^  knowing  him 
to  be  the  author  of  the  Difcourfe  on  the  Contefts,  &f  • 
confidered  themfelves  as  much  obliged  to  him*  and 
looked  upon  him  as  faft  to  their  party.  The  chiefs  ac- 
cordingly applied  to  him  for  his  afliftance  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  they  were  taking ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  had  now  a  fair  opening  for  gratifying  his  ambi- 
tion to  theutmoft,  only  by  joining  heartily  with  them, 
and  exerting  his  talents  on  their  fide.  But  great  as  his- 
ambition  was,  he  would  not  have  purchafed  its  higheft 
gratifications  at  the  expencc  of  his  principles  j    nor 
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l^uld  ?11  the  wealth  and  honours  of  the  realm,  accumu- 
lated, have  tempted  him  to  aft  contrary  to  the  convict 
tion  of  his  mind.  Upon  examining  into  their  new  po- 
litical fyftem,  which  varied  in  many  points  from  that  of 
the  old  Whigs,  he  confidered  feveral  of  their  meafures 
as  of  a  dangerous  tendency  to  the  conftitution*  Not- 
withftanding,  therefore,  both  his  interefts  and  perfonal 
attachments  were  of  their  fide,  he  declined  all  over- 
tures made  to  him  by  the  heads  of  the  Whiggilh  party^ 
-•and  after  fomc  time  determined  to  have  no  concern  in 
their  affairs.  This  conduft  in  Swif:  v/as  fo  unexpefted^ 
for  they  had  all  along  counted  upon  him  as  a  fure  mani 
that  it  met  with  the  fame  fort  of  refentment  from  the 
Whigs,  as  if  he  had  deferred  their  party,  and  gone 
over  to  the  enemy ;  though  Swift,  in  reality,  lb  little 
liked  the  proceedings  of  either,  that  for  feveral  years 
he  kept  himfelf  entirely  a  neutral,  without  meddling 
in  any  fhape  in  politicks. 

The  chief  rcafon  that  made  him  decline  any  con-« 
heftion  with  the  Whigs  at  that  time,  was,  their  open 
profeflion  of  Low-church  principles]  and  under  the 
ipecious  name  of  toleration,  their  encouragement  of 
Fanaticks  and  Seftarilis  of  all  kinds  to  j[oin  them^ 
But  what  above  all  mod  fhocked  him,  was^  their  invi- 
ting all  Deifts,  Freethinkers,  Atheifts,  Jews,  and  In- 
fidels, to  be  of  their  party,  under  pretence  of  modera- 
,tion,  and  allowing  a  general  liberty'ofconfcience.  As 
Swift  was  in  his  heart  a  man  of  true  religion,  he  could 
not  have  borne,  even  in  his  private  charafter,  to  have 
mixed  with  fuch  a  motley  crew*  But  when  we  confi- 
dcr  his  principles  in  his  political  capacity,  that  he  look- 
ed upon  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftablifncd, 
to  be  the  main  pillar  of  oar  newly  erefted  conftitution^ 
he  could  not,  confidently  with  the  charafter  of  a  good 
citizen,  join  with  thofe  who  confidered  it  more  as  an 
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ornament,  than  a  Aipporc  to  the  edifice ;  who  could 
therefore  look  on  with  compofure  while  they  law  it  un- 
derminings or  even  open  the  gate  to  a  blind  nrrukitude^ 
to  try,  likeSan^fon,  their  ftrcngth  againftit>  andcon- 
lider  it  only  as  (port*  With  fuch  a  party,  neither  hia 
relig-ious  nor  political  principles  would  fuffer  him  to 
join;  and  with  regard  to  the  Tories,  as  is  ufual  in  the 
yiolencc  of  faftions,  they  had  run  into  oppofite  ex- 
tremes, equally  dangerous  to  the  ftate.  He  has  fully 
given  us  his  own  fentimcnts  upon  the  ftate  of  parties  ia, 
ihofe  times,  in  thefe  words :  "  Now,  becaule  it  is  a 
point  of  difficulty  to  choofc  an  cxa6t  middle  betweeti 
two  ill  extremes  j  it  may  be  worth  enquiring  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  which  of.  thefc  a  wife  and  good  ncian  would 
rather  feem  to  avoid  ;  taking  therefore  their  own  good 
and  ill  charadters  of  each  other,  with  due  abatements^ 
and  allowances  for  partiality  and  paSion ;,  I  fhould 
think,  that  in  order  to  preferve  the  conftitution  entire 
in  the  Church  and  State,  whoever  has  a  true  value  foF 
both,  would  be  fure  to  avoid  the  extremes  of  Whig^, 
for  the  fake  of  the  former  i  and  the  extremes  of  Tory^ 
on  account  of  the  latter.*^ 

This  was  a  maxim,  which,  however  well  founded, 
was  not  likely  to  influence  the  opinion  of  many,  amid 
the  violence  of  party -rage;  however,  as  Swift  was 
firmly  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  it,  it  was  by  that  prin- 
ciplc  he  governed  his  conduft,  though  on  that  ac- 
count he  ftood  almoft  alone. 

Finding  therefore  that  he  could  be  of  no  ufc  to  the- 
public  in  his  political  capacity,  while  things  remained 
in  the  fame  ftate,  he  turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to 
other  matters.  He  refidcd  for  the  greateft  part  of 
the  year  at  his  living,  in  the  performance  of  his  paro^ 
chial  duties,  in  which  no  one  could  be  more  exaft;; 
and  once  a  year  he  paid  a  vific  co  liis  mother  at  LciceC* 
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icr,  pafljng  fome  time  alfo  in  London,  to  take  a  view 
of  the  ftate  of  things,  and  watching  fomc  favourable 
criHs. 

During  thi6  period,  Swift*s  pen  was  hardljr  ever  cm* 
ployed,  except  in  writing  fermons;  and  he  does  not 
feem  to  have  indulged   himfclf  even  in  any  Tallies  of 
fancy,  for  fome  years,'  excepting  only  the  Meditation 
on  a  Broom-ftick,  and  the  Tritical  Eflay  on  the  Fa- 
culties of  the  Mind,   both   written  in  the  year  1703. 
As  Swift  lias  been  much  cenfured  for  writing  the  former 
of  thefe  pieces,  on  account  of  the  ridicule  contained  in 
it  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  fo  great  and  pious  a  man 
as  Mr.  Boyle,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  relate  ait 
♦  anecdote  which  I  had  from  undoubtedly  good  author 
rity,  with  regard  to  the  occafion  of  writing  that  piecej 
and  which  will  in  a  great  meafure  exonerate  Swift  from 
the  charge  brought  igdinft  him  on  that  account.     In 
the  yearly  yifirs  which*  he  made  to  London,  during  his 
ftay  there^  he  paffed  much  of  his  time  at  Lord  Berke* 
ley's,  officiating  as  Chaplain  to  the  family,  and  attend^ 
irig  Lady  Berkeley  in  her  private  devocions.     After 
which  the  Doftor,  by  her  defire,  cfcd  to  read  to  her 
fome  mord  or  religious  difcourfe.    The  Coonteis  had 
at  this  time  taken  a  greatliking  to  Mn  Boyle's  Medita^ 
tions^  and  was  determined  to  go  through  them  in  that 
manner ;  but  as  Swift  h«d  by  no  means  the  famfe  relilh 
for  that  kind  of  writing  which  her  Ladyfiiip  had,  he 
loon  grew  weary  of  the  taflc  -,  and  a  whim  coming  into 
his  head,  refolved  to  get  rid  of  it  in  a  way  which  might 
occafion  fomefport  in  the  family;  for  which  they  had. 
Its  high  a  relilh  as  hinifelf.     The  next  time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  reading  one  of  (hefe  Meditations,  he  took 

*  This  tnecdote  came  ftom  Lady  Betty  Germainet  daughter  of  Lady 
Berkeley,  and  was  cominimicated  to  me  by  the  }atr  Lady  Lambert,  an 
inpm^tt  of  Jjady  B^ity% 
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Hn  o.pportui)ity  of  conveying  away  the  book,  and  dcx» 
teroufly  initrrted  a  leaf,  on  .which  he  had  written  his 
own  Meditation  on  a  Broomftick  j' after  which,  he  took 
care  to  bay€|he  book  reftoredw  its  proper  place,  and 
in. his  next  attendance  on  my  Lady,  when  he  was  defi-^ 
T.cd  to  procped  to  the  next  Meditation,  Swift  opened 
upon,  jhcrpila^jtj, where  the  leaf  had  bccq  infcrtcd,  an4 
with  gi;eat  cqnipofure  ot  countenance  read  the  title, 
^'  A  M?<;li;^iQn,  on  a  Broorn-ftick."  Lady  Berkeley, 
a  litfjc .  fMq)rife4- at  the  oddity  of  the  title,  flopped 
Jfim,  repCj^rtng  the  words,.  ^'  A  Meditation  on  a  Broooi^ 
fl:ick  1  '*  blefsj  tne,  what  a  ftrange  fubjeft  J.  By?  there  is 
po  knowifg^whatufcful  leflbns  of  inftruftion  this  won- 
l^rful  rpjin  n),ay  draw,  from  things  apparcatly  the  moft 
Uivial.  ^r^y  kt  us  hear  what  he  fays  upon  it.  Swift 
fljpn,  ,witb  in  inflexibte  gravity  of  cpuntcjp^nce,  pro* 
fqeded  to  xeadthe  Meditation,  in  the  fame  folemn  tone 
yrjlishihe.jiad,  ufcd  lA  deliveting  the  former*  Lady 
Bpjfkeleyj  pot  at  all  fufpeding^  trick,  in  thcfulncfsof 
tefi  pr/epoflfclTion,.  wa§  cvciy.  now.  and  then,  during  thq 
fi^4iPS.9^:if>  exprefliQg  her  adniiration  of  this  extra- 
<^4in^ry  map,  lyha  could  dravf  fuch  fine  moral  reflect 
fipils  from  fo^jCpntemptible  a  fubjeftj  -vvith  vhicjj^ 
though  Swift  muft  have  been  inwardly  not  j^  little 
tickled,  ypt  he  preferved  a  moft  perfed  compofure  of 
features,  fp  that  fhe  had  not .  the  leafl:  room  to  fufpef^ 
firfy  deceit*  Soon  after,  fpmc  company  coming  in^ 
Swift  pretended  bufinbfs,  and  withdrcWi.  fbrefeeing 
what  wa3  to  follow?  Lady  Berkeley,  full  of  the  fub- 
je6k,  foon  entered  upon  the  praifes  of  thpfe  heavenly 
Meditations  pf  Mr.  Boyle.  But,  faid  (he,  the  Doftor 
Jias  been  juft  reading  one  tp  me,  which  has  furprifcd 
pie  more  than  all  the  reft.  One  pf  the  company  alked 
which  of  the  Meditations  flie  meant.  She  anfwered  di* 
rcftly^  in  the  Cmplicjty  pf  her  heart,  I  mean  that  ex- 
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Mlleiot  Meditation  on  a  Broom-ftick.     Thcconipany 
looked  at  each  other  with  feme  furprife,   and  could 
icarce  refram  from  laughing.     But  they  z\\  agreed 
<liat  they  had  never  heard  of  fuch  a  Meditation  before. 
Upon,  my  word,   faid  my  Lady,  therie  it  is,  look  into 
tha£  book,    and  convince  yourfelves.     One  of  them 
opened  the  book,   and  found  it  there  indeed,  but  in 
Swift*8  hand-writing ;  upon  which  a  general  hurft  of 
laughter -enfued ;  and  my  Lady,  when  the  firft  furprife 
'was  over,  enjoyed  the  joke  as  much  as  any  of  them^; 
frying*  what  a  vile  trick  has  that  rogue  splayed  me! 
But  it  is  hrs  way,  he  never  baulks  his  humour  in  any 
ching.     The  affair  ended  in  a  great  deal  of  harmlefs 
mirth,  and  Swift,  you  may  be  fure,  was  not  aflced  to 
proceed  any  farther  in  the  Meditations.     Thu3  we  U(c 
that  his  original  intention  in  writing  this  piece,  was  not 
to  ridicule  the  great  Robert  Boyle,  but  only  to  furniih 
occafion  for  a  great  deal  of  innocent  mirth  on  Lady 
Berkeley's  enthufiafm,  and  fimplicity  of  heart >  and  at 
the  fame  time  ,  to  get  rid  of  the  difagreeabic  tafk  of 
reading  to  her  writings  which  were  not  at  all  to  his  tafte. 
And  that  it  afterwards  got  out  into  the  world,  was 
owifig  to  the  eagernefs  of  thbfe  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  Berkeley  family,  to  procure  copies  of  a  piece  of 
fuch  exquifice  humour.     This  was  the  cafe  indeed  in  aK 
moil:  all  the  fmall  things  afterwards  written  by  Swift, 
fcarce  any  of  which  were  publilhed  by  himfelfj  but  ftcrfc 
into  the  world  in  that  way. 

Though  the  greatnefs  of  Swift's  talents  was  known 
to  many  in  private  life,  and  his  company  and  converfa* 
tion  much  fought  after  and  admired,  yet  was  his  name 
hitherto  little  known  in  the  Republic  of  Letters.  The 
only  pieces  which  he  had  then  publilhed,  were  the 
Rattle  of  the  Books,  and  the  Contefts  and  DiiFcntions 
in  Atbew  in  Rome,  and  both  without  a  namc^    Nor 
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mu  he  perfonally  known  to  any  of  the  Wits  of  the  tg$^ 
excepting  Mr.  Congreve>  and  one  or  two  more,  witH 
whom  he  had  contraded  an  ^acquaintance  at  Sir  WiU 
liam  Tennplc's.  The  knot  of  Wits  ufed  at  this  time 
to  aflemble  at  Button's  Coffee-houfe  -,  and  I  had  a  An- 
gular account  of  Swift's  firft  appearance  there  from 
Ambrofe  Philips,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Addifon*s  little 
jCbnate.  He  faid  that  they  had  for  feveral  fucceffire  day$ 
jobCervcd  a  ftrange  Clergyman  come  into  the  coffcc- 
boufe,  who  feemed  utterly  unacquainted  with  any  of 
thofe  who  frequented  it;  and  whofe  cuftom  it  was  to 
lay  his  hat  down  on  a  table,  and  walk  backwards 
«nd  forwards  at  a  good  pace  for  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour,  wi^houit  fpeaktng  to  any  mortal,  or  feeming  in 
the  lead:  to  $ittend  to  any  thing  that  was^  going  forward 
there.  He  then  ufed  to  take  up  his  hat,  pay  his  money 
at  the  b*r,  md  walk  away  without  opening  his  lips. 
After  h^^^Og  obferved  this  fingular  behaviour  for  fome 
tltncp  thjey  concluded  him  to  be  out  of  his  fenfes  i  and 
(he  name  that  he  went  by  among  jchem,  was  that  of  the 
mad  Pariion.  This  made  them  more  than  ufually  at-; 
jt)e<2tive  tQ  his  motions;  and  one  evening,  as  Mr.  Addi*- 
foi^  aofl  (he,  reft  were  obftrving  him,  they  faw  him  caft 
hi^  eyes  iy:v^ral  times  on  a  gentleman  in  boots,  who 
fcemed  to  be  jufl:  come  out  of  the  country,  and  at  laft 
advance  towards  him  as  intending  to  addrefs  him. 
They  were  ^U  lejiger  to  hear  what  this  dumb,  mad  par- 
fon,  had  to  fay,  and  immediately  quiued  their  feats  tQ 
get  np2Lf  hina.  Swift  went  up  to  the  country-gentle^ 
man^  and  In  a  ycry  abrupt  manner,  without  any  previ* 
pus  iaJute,  ^fkcd  him,  <«  Pray,  Sir,  do  you  remember 
any  good  weather  in  the  world  ?"  The  country-gentle^ 
pnan^  after  faring  a  little  ^t  the  Angularity  of  bis  man«> 
per,  »nd  the  oddity  of  the  qpeftion,  anfwered,  *f  Yes, 
Sir^  I  Uiank  God^  I  ferpember  ^  great  4ea)  of  gop(i 
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firwihcr  in  my  time.*'  "  That  is  more,"  faid  Swifts 
'^  than  I  can  fay  j  I  never  remember  any  weather  that 
^as  not  too  hot,  or  too  cold ;  too  wet,  or  too  dry ; 
but,  however  God  Almighty  contrives  it,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  'tis  all  very  well/'  Upon  faying  this,  he  took 
tip  his  hat,  and  without  uttering  a  fyllable  more,  or 
taking  the  leaft  notice  of  any  one,  walked  out  of  the 
coffee-houfe;  leaving  all  thofe  who  had  been  fpe£tators 
of  this  odd  fcen^^  (taring  after  him,  and  ftill  more  con-> 
firmed  in  the  opinion  of  his  being  mad.  There  is  an* 
fDther  anecdote  recorded  of  him,  of  what  pafl^d  be* 
tween  him  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot  in  the  fame  coffee-houlfe^ 
The  Doftor  had  been  fcribbling  a  letter  in  great  haftc, 
twhich  was  much  blottedj ' and  feeing  this  odd  parfon 
near  him,  with  a  dcfign  to  plisiy  upon  him,  faid,  «*  Pray, 
Sir,  have  you  any  fend  about  you?"  **No,"  replied 
Swift,  "  but  I  have  the  gravel,  and  if  you  will  give 
me  your  letter  Fll  p-fs  upon  it.*'  Thus  Angularly  com- 
menced an  acquaintance  between  thofc  two  grc^t  wits, 
iwhich  afterwards  ripened  into  the  clofcft  friendlhip* 
After  thefe  adventures  they  faw  him  no  more  at  But- 
ton*$,  till  The  Talt^  of  a  Tub  had  made  its  appearance 
)n  the  world,  when,  in  the  pcrfoq  of  the  author  of  that 
inimitable  performance,  they  recognised  their  mad 
parfon.  This  piece  was  firflrpublifhed  in  the  following 
year  17045  ind  though  without  a  name,  yet  the  curio- 
fity  excited  by  the  appearance  of  fuch  a  wonderful  pieces 
of  original  compolition,  could  not  fail  of  finding  out 
tht  author,  efpecially  as  not  only  the  bookfeller  knew 
him,  but  as  the  rpanufcript  had  at  different  times  been 
Piewn  to  feveral  of  Sir  William  Temple's  relations, 
and  moft  iptimate  friends.  When  it  is  confidered  that 
Swift  had  kept  this  piece  by  him  eight  years,  after  it 
had  been,  by  his  own  confeffion,  completely  finiflied, 
l^eforc  be  gave  it  tp  the  ^orld^  we  piuft  ftand  aftonifli- 
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cd  at  fuch  a  piece  of  felf-denial,  as  this  mufi:  feem,  in 
a  young  man>  ambitious  of  diftinAion^  and  eager  after 
fame ;  and  wonder  what  could  be  his  motive  for  nec 
•publilhing  it  fooner.    But  the  truth  is.  Swift  fet  buft 
littk  value  on  his  talents  as  a  writer^  either  at  thw: 
time,  or  during,  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life>  farther 
/than  as  .they  n^ight  contribute. to  adva,ncc  fomc  nobler 
ends^  which  he  had  always  in  view.     UnfolUcitoua 
therefore  about  fame  merely  literary,  or  the  reputatk)ii 
of  an  author,  he  could  with  the  moQ:  pCT(e&  /angfroid 
lock  up  thia  admirable  piece  in  his  de(k,  and  wait>  with 
the  mod:  philofophic  patience,  for  a  favourable  feaibfi 
to  produce  it>  when  it  might  anfwer  fome  more  imp<K't- 
iant  purpofe.    After  the  time  he  had  given  the  laft  fi- 
Bifhing  to  it>  the  violence  of  parties  ran  fo  high  for 
lame  yeacs,  and  their  diiputes  were  carried  on  with 
fuch  ammofity»  that  he  did  not  think  the  public  in  a 
temper  fit  to  receive  the  work,  fo  as  to  produce  the  ef- 
fc&%  which  he.propofed  from  it.     But  as  the  rage  of 
party  began  to  cool  at  that  time,  and  the  oppofition 
Irom  the  Tories  grew  daily  more  feeble,  as  the  power 
cf  the  Whigs  increafeds  and  as  a  firm  eftablifbment  of 
the  Whig  intereft  fcemed  to  threaten,  upon  their  priii> 
^ples,  an  entijre  difregard  to,  and  negle£t  of  all  reli- 
jgion ;  Swift  thought  this  a  proper  junfture  to  revive  the 
topic  of  religion^  and  to  ihew  the  excellency  of  the 
f fiablifhed  Church,  over  its  two  rivals,  in  a  new  way, 
adapted  to  common  capacities,  with  regard  to  the  un- 
dcrilanding ;  and  calculated  to  make  way  to  the  hearty 
through  the  pleafure  which  it  afibrded  to  the  fancy. 
And  without  fome  artifice  of  that  fort,  it  would  have 
})een  impofldble  to  have  gained  any  attention  at  all  to 
|he  topic  of  religion.     People  were  quite  wearied  out 
frith  the  continual  repetition  of  the  fame  dull  argu^ 
giei^ts  I   or  fore^   qq  acqoimt  of  the  ill  temper  with 
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which  the  difputes  were  carried  on,  and  the  ill  blood 
iBvhich  they  occafioned.  The  bulk  of  mankind  were 
therefore  in  a  fit  difpoGtion  to  fall  in  with  the  principle 
of  moderation  held  out  by  the  Wbig§  $  but  as  it  was 
eafy  to  fee  from  fome  of  their  political  meafures,  that 
moderation  was  not  the  point  at  which  they  intended  to 
ftop ;  but  that  an  indifference  with  regard  to  any  forqp 
of  religion  was  likely  to  enfue>  in  confequence  of  fome 
of  their  tenets  ^  Swift  thought  it  high  time  that  the  atr 
tention  of  the  people  towards  the  fecurity  of  the  cftaj- 
bliflied  Church  (hould  be  roufed^  that  they  might  be 
guarded  agaihfl  the  undermining  artifices  of  its  ene^ 
mies,  fecretly  carried  on  under  covert  of  her  pretended 
friends  i  who  in  their  hearts  were  little  follicitous  about 
her  interefts,  being  wholly  abforbed  in  worldly  pur- 
fuits.  And  furely  nothing  could  be  contrived  better  to 
anfwer  this  end>  than  to  make  religion  once  more  a  ge* 
neral  topic  of  converfation  ^  but  of  fuch  converfatiop 
as  DO  longer  excited  the  difagreeable  and  malevolent 
paflions,  but  gave  rife  to  cheerfulnefs  and  mirth*  Strip- 
ped of  the  frightful  malk  with  which  her  face  had  been 
covered  by  bigotry  and  enthufiafm,  and  adorned  with 
all  the  graces  of  the  comic  mufe,  (he  became  a  weU 
come  gueft  in  all  companies.  The  beauty  of  the 
Church  of  England^  by  a  plain  and  well  conducted  al- 
legory^ adapted  to  all  capacities,  wa3  (hewn^  in  the 
inoft  obvious  lights  by  the  characters  of  fimplicity  aQ4 
moderation,  which  are  the  true  marks  of  Chriftianity^ 
in  oppofition  to  the  pageantry^  fuperftition,  and  tyrannj 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  on  the  one  hand  |  and  the 
fpleen,  hypocrify,  and  enthufiafm  of  Calvinifm>  on 
"the  other.  This  had  been  often  done  before  in  a  ftri-r 
ous  way,  but  it  was  the  new  manner  of  treating  the 
fubje£t  that  produced  the  great  effedb,  While  the  £ng« 
]i^  divines  had  for  mor;  th^P  ^  (cqtuiy  been  eo|age4 
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in  a  conftant  ftate  of  warfare  with  thefr  antagoniffs, 
snd  attacked  them  with  ferious  reafoning,  and  vehe- 
mence of  argumentation^  their  antagonifts  were  always 
confidered  as  powerful  and  formidable;  and  though 
often  foiled,  were  never  looked  upon  as  fubdued. 
"WKile  thefe  different  religions  were  rendered  odious  or 
terriMe  to  the  imaginations  of  people,  the  very  feel- 
ings of  that  hatred  and  fear  were  acconipanied  with  the 
ideas  of  danger  and  power  in  the  objc£b  which  excited 
them,  and  of  courfe  gave  them  a  conftquence.  But 
the  inftant  they  were  rendered  ridiculous,  they  became 
contemptible,  and  therr  whole  power  vaniftied;  n» 
was  there  ever  a  ftronger  inftance  of  the  trpth  of  Hq-» 
Wce^s  rujip^ 

.,     ,  Ridiculum  acri 
Fcrtua  6?  melius  tnagnas  flerumque  fecat  res  s 

than  in  the  effedts  produced  by  The  Talc  of  a  Tubi 
with  rrgard  to  the  weakening  of  the  powers  of  popery 
and  fanaticifm  in  this  country*  Effefts  not  merely  tem- 
porary, but  which,  with  their  caufe,  are  likely  to  lafl> 
as  long  as  the  EngHfh  language  Ihall  be  read. 

After  the  publication  of  this  work.  Swift  wrote  no-; 
thing  of  confequence  for  three  or  four  years  %  during 
which  time  his  acquaintance  was  much  fought  after  by 
alt  perfons  of  tafte  and  genius.  There  was,  particu- 
!arly,  a  very  clofe  connexion  formed  between  Mr.  Ad-^ 
difon  ^  and  him,  which  ended  in  a  fincere  and  lading 

*  In  I70C>  Mr.  Addifon  made  a  prefent  of  his  book  of  Travels  19 
Pr.  Swift,  in  tiie>bl8nk  leaf  of  which  he  wrote  the  following  words ; 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  SwrPT. 
The  mod  agreeable  companiofl. 
The  trucft  friend^ 
An$l  the  greateft  genius  p{  his  age. 

This  b(x>k  is  prefented  by  his 
|blof^  hiunj>}e  Servant, 

tkc  AUTHOR. 

fricndfliipt 
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fricndlhip,  at  le?ift  on  Swift's  part,  Addifon^s  cotn-^^ 
panionable  qualities  were  known  but  to  a  few,  as  an  in-> 
vincible  balhfulnefs  kept  him  for  the  moft  part  fiJeni!  ia 
mixed  companies ;  but  Swift  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  that 
his  converfation  in  a  tete  a  tete^  was  the  moft  agreeable 
he  had  ever  known  in  any  one;  and  that  in  the  many 
hours  which  he  pafled  with  him* in  that  way,  neither  of 
them  ever  wilhed  for  the  coming  in  of  a  third  perfon* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1708,  Swift  ftartcd  forth 
from  his  ftate  of  inaAivity,  and  publiQied  feveral  pieces 
dpon  religious  and  political  fubjedls,  as  alfo  in  the  hu- 
mourous way.  That  which  regarded  religion  chiefly^ 
was.  An  Argument  againft  abolifhing  Chriftianityj  in 
which  he  purfues  the  fame  humourous  method,  which 
was  fo  fuccefsfuUy  followed  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  Per- 
haps there  never  was  a  richer  Vein  of  irony  than  runs 
through  that  whole  piece  j  nor  could  any  thing  be  bet- 
ter calculated  to  fecond  the  general  impreflion  made  by 
the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  It  is  certain,  that  Swift  thought 
the  ftate  of  the  Church  in  great  danger^  notwltliftand- 
ing  any  vote  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary  j  and  this 
chiefly  from  a  fort  of  lethargic  diforder,  which  had  in 
general  feized  thofe  who  ought  to  have  been  its  watch- 
ful guardians.  To  roufe  them  from  this  ftate,  he  found 
tickling  to  be  more  effeftual  than  lafliing:  and  that, 
the  beft  way  to  keep  them  wakeful,  was  to  make  them 
laugh. 

It  was  at  this  junfture  too  he  chofe  to  publifli  his  po- 
litical principles.  Swift  had  been  hitherto  always  clafT- 
ed  among  the  Whigs,  as  the  only  political  trad  of  hi^ 
which  had  betn  publilhed  was  in  their  favour,  and  as 
his  chief  connections  were  among  that  body.  And  he 
himfelf  had  adopted  the  name  in  a  *  Copy  of  Verfcs  to 


•  And  jaft,  my  vengeance  to  compleat. 
May  you  dcfcend  to  take  renown, 
Prcvaii'd  on  by  the  thing  you  hare, 
A  f^kig,  and  one  who  wears  a  goiva. 


the 
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the  Honourable  Mrs.  Finch.     And  indeed  with  relpcft 
tt>  government,  there  could  not  be  a  (launcher  Whig 
than  he  was  upon  the  old  principles  of  Whiggifm,  as 
fet  forth  by  him ;  but  he  was  an  utter  enemy  to  fome 
new  ones  adopted  by  that  party,  in  order  to  enlarge 
their  bottom,  and  which  evidently  tended  to  Republic- 
anifm.     And  as  to  their  maxims  with  regard  to  reli- 
gion, he  widely  differed  from   them.     As  thefe  were 
made  an  effential  part  of  the  character  of  a  Whig  at 
that  time,  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  of  their  body. 
The  truth  is,  that  Swift  was  a  man  of  too  much  inte- 
grity to  belong  to  either  party,  while  they  were  both 
fo  much  in  the  wrong.     This  he  himfelf  declared  in 
the  opening  of  the  political  Traft  printed  at  this  time, 
entitled,  **  "The  Sentiments  of  a  Cburch-of-England-Man 
with  rejpe^  to  Religion  and  Government  \^  which  begins 
with  thefe  words :   "  Whoever  has  examined  the  con- 
duft  and  proceedings  of  both  parties  for  fome  years 
paft,  whether  in  or  out  of  power,  cannot  well  conceive 
it  poflible  to  go  far  towards  the  extremes  of  either, 
without  offering  fome  violence  to  his  integrity,  or  un- 
derftanding."     His  motive  for  publifhing  this  Traft 
at  that  junfture,  he  has  given  in  the  following  words: 
*«  When  the  two  parties,  that  divide  the  whole  Com- 
monwealth, come  once  to  a  rupture,  without  any  hopes 
left  of  forming  a  third  with  better  principles  to  balance 
the  others ;  it  feems  every  man's  duty  to  choofe  one  of 
the  two  fides,  although  he  cannot  entirely  approve  of 
cither;  and  all  pretences  to  neutrality,  are  juftly  explo- 
ded by  both,  being  too  ftale  and  obvious  \^  only  inicnd- 
ing  the  fafety  arid  eafc  of  a  few  individuals,  while  the 
public  is  embroiled.     This  was  the  opinion  and  prac- 
tice of  the  latter  Cato,  whom  I  efteem  to  have  been 
the  wifeft  and  the  beft  of  all  the  Romans.     But  before 
things  proceed  to  open  violence,  the  trueft  fcrvice  a 

private 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  4f 

private  man  may  hope  to  do  his  coxjntrjr,  is,  by  un- 
biafling  his  mind  as  much  as  poffibk,  and  then  endca-^ 
vouring  to  moderate  between  the  rival  powers;  which' 
muft  needs  be  owned  a  fair  proceeding  with  the  world  y 
becaufe  it  is,  of  allothers,  the  lead  confiftent  with  the 
common  'defign  of  making  a  fortune^  by  the  merit  of 
an  opinion/* 

.  Swift,  from  feveral  circumllances  at  that  time,  ap-' 
prehended  that  the  parties  would  fpeedily  con>e  to  aa 
open  rupture  j  he  therefore  thought  it  the  duty  of  % 
good  citizen  to  endeavour  to  form  a  third  party  out  of 
the  more  moderate  of  each,  that  Ihould  ferve  as  a  check 
upon  the  violence  of  both.     With  this  view,  he  repre- 
fents  the  extremes  of  both  parties,  and  the  evil  confe- 
quences  likely  to  enfue  from  each,   in  the  ftrofigeft 
light  i  at  the  fame  tin>e  he  clearly  Ihews  that  the  mo-  . 
derate  of  both  hardly  differed  in  any  material  pointy 
and  were  kept  afunder  only  by  the  odious  diftinftion  of 
a  name.     He  fet  down  in  this  piece,  foch  a  juft,  poli- 
tical, and  religious  creed,  fo  far  as  related  to  any  con- 
nexion between  Church  and  State,  as  every  honeft  fub- 
jc£t  of  the  Church  of  England  muft  at  once  aflcnt  to^ 
And  indeed,  if  it  were  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  a 
party  could  have  been  formed  upon  principles  of  mode- 
ration, good  fcnfe,  and  public  fpirit,  his  fchenic  would 
have  taken  place,  from  the  mafterly  manner  in  which 
it  was  propofcd.     His  dcfign  was,  to  engage  all  thofe  . 
of  both  parties,   who  wilhcd  well  to  the  eftablifhed 
Church,  CO  unite  together  under  the  denomination  of 
Church-of-England-mcn,  inftead  of  the  odious  terms  of 
High  and  Low  Churchy  calculated  to  keep  up  animofity ; 
and  by  fo  doing,   to  leave  the  more  violent  of  both 
parties,  whofe  numbers  would  in  that  cafe  be  much  re* 
:  duccd,  expofed   to  the  world   in  their  true  colours^ 
merely  by  being  finglcd  out  in  the  different  herds  of 

their 
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their  aflbciatcSi  In  that  cafe,  there  were  few  Whig*, 
fi>  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  fh^mej  as  would  choofe  to  be  one 
€f  a  handful  of  Engliih  Proteftants^  at  the  head  of  a 
numerpus  body  of  Se£taries  of  all  kindsj  Infidels>  and 
Atheifts  J  as  there  would  be  few  Tories,  ^ho  would 
wilh  ta  appear  leaders  of  Papifts  and  Jacobites  only* 
Under  the  name  of  Church-of-England-man,  none  of 
«  thofe  enemies  to  our  conftitutfon  coutd  have  lifted; 
whereas,  under  the  vague  names  of  Whig  and  Tory, 
perfons  of  all  denominations  and  principles  were  en- 
rolled without  fcruple,  by  both,  merely  to  encreafe 
their  numbers^  and  fwell  the  cry.  This  projcft,  for  the- 
uniting  of  parties,  feems  to  have  taken  ftrong  poffcf-^ 
fion  of  Swift,  and  not  to  have  quitted  him  for  fome 
jtime,  as  we  find  he  mentions  it  in  a  *  letter  to  Colonel 
Hunter,  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year. 
However,  if  this  defign  failed,  he  was  determined, 
whenever  matters  Ihould  come  to  an  open  rupture  be- 
tween the  parties,  not  to  reniain  neutral ;  but  to  choofe 
that  fide,  which,  upon  the  .whole,  Ihould  appear  ta 
him  the  beft,  according  to  the  maxim  before  laid  down* 
In  order  therefore  to  gender  himfelf  of  the  greater  con- 
iequence,  he  fe^ms  to  have  exerted  himfelf  this  year 
in  the  difplay  of  his  various  talents.  Befide  the  two 
admirable  trafts  before-mentioned,  he  publiihed,  «^  A 
Letter  from  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
Ireland,  to  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
England,  concerning  the  Sacramental  Teft."  As  he 
iilways  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  motions  of  the 
Prefbyterians,  the  intention  of  this  piece  was,  not  only 
to  frufttatc  their  attempt  to  get  the  Tcft  Aft  repealed 

•  I  aniufe  myfelf  fometimes  with  writing  verfcs  to  Mrs.  Finch,  an4 
fometimes  with  projefls  for  the  uniting  of  parcies,  whith  I  perfect 
over  night,  and  burn  in  the  mornings 

Swift's /ir^  Letter  to  CoU  Hunter. 

in 
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III  Ireltnfi^  but  tlfQ  KO  Utrm  the  pcpple  in  CngUod» 
j^/  ihcving  tlfit  tbf  ir  ^f  Ggn  i»»  deeper  )»id,  and  that 
f  hd  cfrnriAg  of  it  firlj:  ip:  ttwt  P9«fatry,  wm  oply  intcndr 
«4  M  »  pr»fi8*»9f  for  dewg  thf  ft»W  here.  In  (he  hur 
mourous-way^  bo  wrote  a(fa  in  this  year  ibofe  admirable 
papers  on  Partridge  th«  Almanack  Maker>  which  ap^ 
pearcd  uod^r  the  u^ntfi  of  Ifaac  BickerftaS;  Efq;  and 
in  poetry*  An  £lcgy  on  the  fuppofed  death  of  Par*^ 
cridgei  the  3cory  of  Saucis  and  Philemon;  and  two 
copies  of  Verfes  on  Vanbrugb's  boufe  f  •  So  wide  a 
difpky  of  fach  differeot  pdlcnt&  i  fuch  knowledge  in  pa* 
Jicical  affairs  i  (b  much  good  fenfe  and  ftcength  of  fea^- 
Coning  joined  to  Co  pure  and  mafterly  a  ftyle ;  and  a^ 
boYe  all,  &k  mueh  wit»  ^nd  fuch  uncommon  powers  of 
ridicule,  eould  noC  faiLof  raifing  prognofticks,  that  he 
would  prore  the  moft  able  and  formidable  champion 
living,  of  that  party  wfaofc  caufe  he  Ihouid  efpoufe. 
Tha  Whigs  therefore,  who  had  hitherto  neg)cded  him, 
^s  confidering  him  in  the  light  of  a  half  brother,  be* 
gaa  now  to  dDcad,  and  confequently  to  pay  him  great 
court.     Their  apprehenfions  were  quickened  by  the 

^  It  appears  ^m  a  xocoiQfAiidniii  ip  Swift's  J^^tQ^'^wnting,  that  be 
jiad  an  iiitention  this  year  to  p0bliih  ft  Volume  of-  his  Works^  confift* 
ing  of  the  fallowing  articles :  O^ber,  170-. 

Difeovrif  OB  AHusns  and  £omrt  £&y  on  Coay»r(atioo. 

3ick?rilaff*>  Pre cMiiiQn^.  Cpnjcaarcs  on  the  Thpugb^'  p^ 
Blegy  on  Partridge.  Pofteriry  about  me. 

Letter  to  Biihop  of  K.  Ob  the  preTentTafte  of  JReadiag. 

Harris's  Peptioa.  .Apology  for  the  Taie,  ju:. 

Baucis  and  Philemop*  Part  ot  an  Aofwer  10  Gindal. 

Vaobnigii^s  Hovft.  Hiflory  of  Van's  Ho^fe. 

^he  Sa(ai9a||d|Br.  fi^\o  outv/itied.     To  Ardelia. 

Sp'^racp  on  Mrs.  Ployd%  Project  far  Refor^iation  of  Man** 
Meditation  on  a  Broomiticic»  ners. 

feptiment^  pf  a  Charc}i-ef^og-  A  Lady's  Tabk-Boofc. 

laod-Ma«u  Tritical  E£a/. 

E  narrow 
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narrow  cfc&pe  which  they  }uft  then  had  of  being  turne<f 
out  of  power,  by  the  intrigues  of  Mr*  Harley  5  whiclk 
had  very  nearly  talk  en  place  then,  in  the  avanner  thef 
did  two  years  afcerwards^.  No  folicitatiOns  nor  pro- 
mifes  were  wanting,  on  then-  pans,  to  engage  Swift  oti 
their  fide;  but  they  found  him  a  nrian  of  (hibbora  in^ 
tegrity ;  nor  coi^ld  any  temptation  prevaal  on  him  to  go 
the  lengths  which  they  wanted.  Failing  in  this,  their 
nextwiih  was  to  fend  him  out  of  the  way,  in  fome  ho^ 
noorable  pofl:.  That  of  Secretary  to-  ail  iiitended  em- 
bafly  to  the  Coart  of  Vienna,  was  firft  deflgned  for 
him ',  but  that  proje&  going  off,  there  was  a  fcheme 
«n  foot  to  niake  him  Biflbop  of  Virginia^  -with  a  power 
:to  orduin  Priefts  and  Deaconsy  and  a  general  wthoritf 
over  all  the  Clergy  in  the  Anglican  Colonies.  There 
could  not  have  been  a  Itronger  bait  thrown  out  to  Swift 
than  this  j  a»  it  would  gratify  his  ambition,  by  a  mol: 
extenfive  powef ^  in  the  very  fpherc  where  he  moft  wifli- 
<d  to  hare  it,  in  the  Church;  as  religion  was  always 
teaTcft  his  heart.  Accordiagly  we  find  that  he  was  very 
earned  in  the  purfuit  of  that  point)  but,  unfortunately 
for  the  interefts  of  religion  in  America,  and  as  unfor« 
tunatcly  for  the  WhfggiQi  Miniffry,  notwithftanding 
their  promifes,  that  it  ihould  be  done,  the  defign  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  Swift  remained  in  the  fame  ftate : 
renfiained  on  the  fpot,  filled  with  refentment  at  their 
treatment  of  him,  and  determined  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance on  them,  when  opportunity  fhould  ferve,  which 
was  not  now  hr  diftant.r 

Early  in  the  following  year^  Swift  publilhed  that  ad- 
mirable piece,  called,  J  Projeff  for  the  Advanament  rf 
Rsligion.  In  which,  after  enumerating  all  the  corrup- 
tions and  depravities  of  the  age,  he  fliews  that  the 
chief  fource  of  them  was  the  negleft,  or  contempt  ot 
religion,  which  fo  generally  prevailed.     Though  at 

firft 
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firft  vitw  this  pamphlet  fecmed  to  have  no  other  drifci 
but  to  lay  down  a  very  rational  fchcmc  for  a  general  re- 
formation of  mannersi  yet  upon  a  dofer  examination  it 
will  appear  to  have  been  a  very  ftrongi  though  covert 
attack,  upon  the  power  of  the  Whigs.  It  could  not 
have  efcaped  a  man  of  Swift's  penetration,  that  the 
Queen  had  been  a  long  time  wavering  in  her  fcnti- 
ments^  and  that  (he  was  then  meditating  that  change 
in  the  Miniftry,  which  fomcdmc  afterwards  took  place* 
To  confirm  her  in  this  intention,  and  to  haften  the  eif 
ecution  of  it,  appears,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
pamphlet,  to  have  been  th^  main  objeft  he  had  in  view, 
in  publifliing  it  at  that  time.  For  though  it  icertis  dc;* 
figned  for  the  ufc  of  the  world  in  general,  and  is  parti- 
cularly addreffed  to  the  Countcls  of  Berkdcy,  yet  that 
it  was  chiefly  calculated  for  the  Queen's  pcrufal,  ap- 
pears from  this;  that  the  whole  execution  of  bi^  Pro- 
jefl:  depended  upon  the  impreflion  which  it  might  make 
upon  her  mind;  and  the  only  means  of  reformation 
propofed,  were  fuch  as  were  altogether  in  her  own 
power.  At  fetting  out,  he  fays-,  "Now,  as  univcrfal 
and  deep-rooted  as  thefc  corruptions  appear  to  be,  I 
am  utterly  deceived,  if  an  eflTcftual  remedy  might  not 
be  applied  to  moft  of  them;  neither  am  I  now  upon  a 
wild  fpeculative  projcft,  but  fuch  a  one  as  may  be  ea- 
fily  put  in  execution.  For,  while  the  prerogative  of 
giving  all  employments  continues  in  the  Crown^  cither 
.  immediately,  or  by  fubordination,  it  i^  ia  the  power  of 
the  Prince  to  make  piety  and  virtue  become  the  fafliion 
of  the  age,  if,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would  make  them 
neceflary  qualifications  for  favour  and  preferment.'*. 
He  then  proceeds  to  (hew  the  neceflity  of  her  Majcfty's 
exerting  her  authority  in  this  way,  by  a  very  free  ob- 
fcrvaiion,  couched  under  one  of  the  fincft  compliments 
that  ever  was  penned  ;   "  It  is  dear  from  prcfcnt  cxpe- 

E  a  rience. 
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fience,  thzt  the  bare  c^camplc  of  the  bcft  Princr,  will 
not  have  any  mighty  iitffocncc  where  the  age  is  very 
corropt.  For,  when  was  there  ever  2  better  Prince  on 
f  he  throne  than  the  prefent  Queen  ?  I  da  not  talk  of 
Iter  talent  for  governnwnt,  her  love  of  the  people,  or 
any  other  qualities  that  are  purely' regal  1  but  her  piety> 
charity,  temperance,  conjogal  love,  and  whatever  other 
virtues  do  beft  adorn  *  private  life  5  wherein,  without 
qoeftion,  or  flattery,  fte  has  no  fuper ior :  yet,  neither 
win  k  be  fat3rr  or  peevife  inveftive  to  affirn^  that  infi- 
^elity  and  vice  are  not  nrtuch  dinriiniibed  fince  her  co* 
ming  to  the  Ci*own  ;  nor  will,  in  probability>  until  more 
cfleftual  remedies  be  provided. '^ 

The  chief  femedy  he  propofes,  is^  *♦  To-  bring  reli- 
gion intocourtt^nartc^e,  and  encourage  thofe,  who,  frorfv 
the  hope  of  ftrcore  reward,  and  dread  of  future  punilK- 
frtent,  wrll  be  moved  to  itft  with  juftrce  and  integrity. 
This  is  not'fo  be  acccMnpHlhcd  in  any  other  way^  than 
by  introducing  i^cligioft  ^s  much  as  poflibk,  to  be  the 
turn  and  fafbidn  of  the  age,,  which  only  lies  in  the 
power  of  the  Adminrftration  >  th^  Prince,  with  otmoft 
ftrifl:neft>  regulating  the  Court,,  the  Miniftry,  and  other 
perfon*  in  great  ertiployment ;  and  thefc,  by  their  ex- 
ample and  authority,  reforming  all  who  hare  depend- 
.  »ftce  on  them.**^ 

Having  expatiated  6n  this  topic,  ^nd  fcewn  how 
eafiiy  fuch  a  defign  might  be  carried  into  execution,  if 
the  QOeen  would  only  form  fuch  a  determination,  he 
proceeds^to  enforce  hisrargtrnr^ents  by  confcientious  mo- 
tives  y  which  were  likely  ta  have  the  ftrongeft  cffe<a» 
upon-  one  of  fuch  a.  truly  religious  torn  as  the  Queea 
was.  After  having  jutt  mentioned  Ibme  points  of  re- 
formation,r  iA  which  the  aid  of  the  Legiflature  mighe 
be  found  neceffary,  h6  fays,  «  But  this  is  befide  my 
prefent  dcfign>  which  was  only  ta  flicw  what  degree 
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iof  reformation  is  in  the  power  pf  tbt  Qwccn*  without 
joterpoficioB  of  the  Legiflaturc ;  and  which  her  Majeftf 
isj  without  queftioD,  obliged  in  confcicnce  to  endeik* 
voar  by  her  authority,  as  much  a$  ftic  4oesby  her  pracf- 

And  in  another  pUce  he  ftill  more  forcibly  urges  ar^^ 
guments  of  the  fanie  nature :  *'  The  prclcnt  Queen  is 
^  Prince  of  as  many  and  great  virttiie$,  as  ever  filled 
a. throne:  how  would  it  brightcj)  her  charaftcr  to  the 
prefcnt,  and  after  ages,  if  ihe  would  es^txi  her  utmojl: 
authority  to  inAil  fooie  fliare  pf  thofe  virtues  into  her 
people,  which  they  are  too  degenerate  to  learn,  oaly 
from  her  example.  And,  be  it  fpoke  with  ^U  the  ve*- 
neration  poQiUe  for  fo  CKcdlent  a  Sovereign  j  her  bc& 
jendeavoHTS  in  this  weighty  affair^  are  a  moft  importaQt 
part  of  her  duty*  as  well  as  of  her  intereft,  and  h^r 
honour/' 

Nothing  could  have  been  better  contrived  to  work 
upon  the  Queen's  difpofuion,  than  the  whole  of  this 
Traft.  In  which  the  author  firft  flicws  that  all  the  cor* 
ruptions  and  wickcdnefs  of  the  times,  arofc  from  irre- 
liglon  :  he  (hews  than  it  is  in  her  Majcfty's  power  alone, 
without  other  aid,  to  rettore  religion  to  its  true  luftre 
and  force,  and  to  make  it  have  a  general  influence  on 
the  manners  and  condu£):  of  her  people  :  and  then  he 
4irges  the  ftrof)geft  motives,  of  hoDour,  of  intereft,  and 
of  duty,  to  induce  her  to  enter  upon  the  .immediate  ex- 
ercife  of  that  power.  And  to  render  what  he  offered 
tjpon  that  head  more  forcible,  it  wa$  apparently  .written 
by  fome  difinrerefted  hand,  from  no  other  principle 
but  a  due  regard  to  religion  and  morality.  For  the  au- 
thor artfully  fuppreflcd  all  tnention  of  party :  and  yet, 
vpon  a  clofer  examination,  it  would  appear,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  dircftly,  though  covertly,  aimed  at  the 
iJcftruftion  pf  the  powfer  of  the  Whigs,     For  the  firft 
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ftep  propofed  to  render  the  defign  efFeAual,  was^  that 
the  Queen  fhould  employ  none  in  her  Miniftry,  or  in 
any  offices  about  her  perfon)  but  fuch  as  had  the  caufc 
of  religion  at  heart:  now  this  was  in  effeft  to  fay,  that 
ihe  muft  begin  with  turning  out  the  Whigs,  or  Low- 
Church -Party,  who  in  general  profcflcd  either  an  in- 
difference to,  or  contempt  of  religion;  and  choofe  her 
Officers  from  among  the  Ivories,  or  High  -Church-party, 
with  whom  the  fupport  of  the  intercfts  of  religion,  was 
the  firft,  and  moft  generally  avowed  principle. 

After  the  publication  of  this  piece,  Swift  went  to 
Ireland,  where  he  remained  till  the  revolution  in  the 
,  Miniftry  took  place,  which  happened  in  the  following 
year;  when  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  the  heads 
of  the  Tory-party  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  were 
appointed  to  fill  the  chief  offices;  the  former,  that  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  latter,  that  of  prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State.  During  this  interval.  Swift 
paffed  much  of  his  time  with  Mr.  Addifon,  who  had 
gone  over  to  Ireland  as  Firft  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of 
Wharton,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.  By 
this  means,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  an  eye-wlt» 
nefs  of  the  corrupt  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  that  king-* 
dom,  under  that  Lord's  government,  which  he  after- 
wards expofcd  to  the  world  in  fuch  ftrong  and  odious 
colours.  Had  Swift  been  intent  only  on  his  own  pro- 
motion, it  is  probable  that  he  might  eafily  have  db- 
tajnied  preferment  in  Irclancl  at  that  jundlure,  on  ac- 
count of  his  great  intimacy  with  the  Secretary ;  but  he 
would  have  fcorned  to  pay  court  to  a  Viceroy  of  fuch 
a  chara&er,  or  even  to  have  accepted  any  favour  at  his 
hands.  Upon  rhc  change  of  affairs  at  Court,  when  a 
pew  Miniftry  was  appointed.  Swift  was  requcfted  by 
the  Bi(hops  of  Ireland  to  take  upon  him  the  charge  of 
folliciiing  a  remiffion  of  the  firft-fruits,  and  twentiett> 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


DOCTOR   ^Wl  FT.  ^ 

^rt^  to  th^  cfcrgy,  of  that  kingdom.  It  was  n-ot  with- 
out great  rcluftance,  that  he  accepted  of  this  office, 
for  rcafoo*  hereafter  to  be  affig^ed :  but  his  regard  to 
the  intcrcfts  of  the  Church,  oatwcii^hed  all  other  con- 
fiderations,  and  he  accordingly  ^t  out  for  Englandj  as 
ibon  as  hU  credentials  were  ra^ady^ 

SECTION    ni. 

^Frcm  /fo  IwTJLOOucTioN  to  Mr.  Harley^  to  /i^  Death 
if  the  QuEEK. 

O  N  hrs  arrival  in  London  in  tji^e  mondi  of  Sep- 
cember^  17 lo^  he  found  that  open  war  was  declared 
between  the  two  parties*  and  raged  with  the  vtmoft 
violence.  There  was  no  rooQi  for  nrwderating  fchemcs, 
and  aocording  to  hi^  own  maxim,  that  a  good  citizen 
could  not  renaam  neutral  in  i!uch  a  iituation  of  affairs* 
Swift  was  to  choofe  his  party*  and  to  declare  himfelf 
accordingly.  His  arrival  at  that  crifis»  filled  tbc  Whigs 
with  joy,  as  in  general  they  looked  iapon  him  to  be  of 
-their  party ;  but  the  leaders  among  them  were  not  with- 
out dieif  apprehen(ions>  being  confcious  of  the  ill 
treatment  ho  had  naet  with  at  their  hands.  Of  this* 
take  the  foUowing  aocount.  from  Swift  himfelf  *•    ^^  All 

*  At  this  uine>,  and  during  Lis  conneflion  with  ttkt  Miniffary  after- 
wards.  Swift  kept  a  rcgnlar  journal  of  all  the  moil  remarkable  events 
Aswell  as  tittle  4inecdotei>  which  he  tranfmitted  every  fortnight  to 
^lella,  ibr  her  private  perufal«  and  that  of  Mrs.  Dingiey.  but  upoa 
condition  ihat  it  fiiould  be  oommunicated  to  no  Ather  perfea  whatfoever^ 
This  journal  was  luckily  preferred*  and  ibiiiecime  ince  given  to  the 
world.  As  nothing  could  better  (hew  Swift^s  own  fentiments  with  re•^ 
•gard  to  affairs  at  that  (time,  and  the  motives  which  iaduoed  him  to 
4ake  the  part  he  did  in  them,  than  iach  a  jouniaU  written  as  it  weie 
JO  the  hour,  and  tranimitied  to  that  perfon  in  the  world  to  whom  hit 
heart  was  moft  open;  the  account  of  his  condudt,  during  that  bu(y 
time,  willy  wherever  there  is  an  opportunity^  be  corroborated  by  ex^ 
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tKe  Whigs  ircrt  raViAed  to  Itste  tntj  Mi  Wtfiild  hSff 
laid  hold  6n  mt  ^  k  tWig^  c&  faVe  thftji  fVdfln  flhkiflgi 
knd  the  great  then  Wfct^i  all  ¥hakin^  kft«  thdl-  <^htiA(y 
apologies.  Ic  is  good  to  fefe  Inrhat  i  larhtAUbte  MA^ 
feflion  ch6  Whigs  all  rnak^  of  my  ill-iifkg^."  Oft  di^ 
other  hand,  the  Toriei  Wfere  iitefcdihgly  alartted  at  hii 
arrival,  as  they  had  always  conHdered  him  in  the  light 
of  a  Whig,  and  as  the  leaders  of  their  party  had  not 
even  the  lead  perfonal  knowledge  of  him  i  how  ftrong 
their  apprehenGons  muft  have  been»  we  may  judge  from 
a  paflfage  in  Swift's  Journal  of  the  following  year,  dated 
June  30,  171 1,  where  he  fays,  that,  «  Mr.  Harley  and 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  Jbhn,  frequently  ^otefted|  after  he 
had  become  their  intimate,  thit  he  was  the  only  tnaai 
In  England  thty  were  afraid  of/^  Iti  <bch  a  difpofitfORi 
theneforfc,  it  is  to  be  f\>ppdfed,  that  a  vffit  from  Dr4 
Swift  to  Mr.  Harley,  was  by  no  meaAs  i^n  unaxrccptable 
ching.  Tb^  occafion  of  thta  Viiit  is  fet  forth  at  largc^ 
ih  tht  letters  which  pafled  between  Dr.  King^  Archv 
biflioj^  of  Dublin^  and  Dr.  Swift,  ))^blr(he<l  in  hit 
Works.  Upon  hii  leaving  Irdam],  Swift  had  uodct^ 
taken  to  ibilicit  the  affair  of  the  ^rft-frtiks,  aad  tweim 
Vieth  parts,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Oer^  iq  lrel»id|^ 
whith  had  been  long  def^ending,  and  in  Vaih  attempted 
hy  r*Q  BifliOps  fent  over  for  that  porpofe  by  the  whol^ 
body.  In  his  firft  letter  to  the  Archbifliop  on  that  fub- 
jcft,  he  fays^  ^'  As  foon  as  1  received  the  pacquets^ 
from  your  Grace,  I  went  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Harley%.  1 
had  prepared  h\xx\  ^)efore,  by  anbther  halid>  wher«  *fe 
^^B  very  ifitirtiarei  i^ad  got  nfiyfelf  Veorefehted  (which 
\  might  juftly  do)  as  one  extremely  ill  ufcd  by  tire  lalt 
M4nifl:ry.,  after  fome  ohUgatioas,  becaufe  I  refuied  to 
^  ccnahd  lengths  they  would  liaVc  rifie."  He  iafter^ 
watds  gives  fuch  ah  account  olf  thte  "Whott  trtfnfeaSa* 
au  nii^lit  be  |)topcr  tb  be  (heWn.    ^at  lA  his  Jbufni^ 
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M  Scdli,  he  »  mote  paiticular.^Oftober  4,  t^feo^-^ 
^  Mr.  Hatle?  fediiftd  vat  with  «he  ^ttttdl  refpe^  «tid 
kindiitrs  i^aginaUcj  snd  ap^otaced  me  Jui  honr^  t«4 
or  three  days  tfter^  to  ojpea  uif  bufineft  co  him»^ 

Odobcr  7. 
'  «'  1 11^1^  Ao  febner  told  him  my  foafineft,  bm  he  en- 
td^d  into  it  with  ail  kindnets  i  aflted  me  for  my  ptwtr^j^ 
and  read  them  -,  and  read  likewife  the  memorial  I  had 
ili-aWh  Up^  and  pvit  it  iAto  his  p&tkH  to  Ihew  the  Queen : 
told  me  the  rfiiaTui'es  ht  would  take^  and)  in  fliorf, 
laid  every  thing  I  could  wiih.  Told  tnt  he  muft  brin^ 
^r.  Stw  John  and  me  ibcquaihted  $  ahd  ipoke  fo  maDy 
things  of  ptrfenal  kkdoefs  and  cfieem^  chat  I  am  in* 
t^liited  to  belkvtwhftC  jfomie  friends  liftd  told  me^  ^ift 
he  wo^  do  every  thing  to  bring  me  over%  He  d^irtA 
itne  Vd  dine  with  hi(A  on  Tiiefitay  s  and,  after  lour  toum 
iieing  with  hkn^  iec  hh  down  at  St^  James's  €dHee» 
^loufe  in  a  hackney  coach* 

<^  I  iiHift  tell  you  a  grcfat  piMre  5f  rtfi^Aemcfnt  in  Hifc 
ley.  He  chai^geA  the  to  «omt  andfeeliim  ofitiM:  I 
ibid  him  J  waslotb  to  trotiblt  hft^^  in  lb  muth  tfcfH- 
tttfk  a^  he  had,  bhd  de&red  I  Mig^t  havelea^  t^^^ttk 
«€  liis  ltv«e;  whteh  ht  iinfnedSately  ktftkfed^  und  Ikid, 
««^  that  Was  n<>  pl«*  tl)t  Triefedi.** 

OAober  ^  fpio.- 
^^  HAiitEY  tells  me  he  has  fliewn  my  memorial  to  the 
Q«Mb  tfidfteOmllBd  it  very  heartily;  becaufc,  faid 
3re>  At  tC^een  defigns  tb  Hgnify  it  <td  she  Btihbps  of 
iidani  in  ^fenx^  and  tbloe  nocice  diHt  it  ^#as  dneni^pani 
amcflbokiiU  fmk  ^Oj  ^s4ttt:b lie  faid iie  did  aomalee  tc 
^kmmt  fi^&Mv^mtty.  i  beKere  never  my  thing 
was  compared  fo  foon^  and  purely  done  by  my  ^etlbml 
predit  with  Mr.  Hafley  i  who  is  fo  exce^ivdy  obliging. 

chat 
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that  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  it,  unlefs  to  (hew  tti^ 
rafcals  of  the  other  party>  that  they  ufed  a  man  unwor*. 
chily,  who  had  defervtd  better..  He  fpeaks  all. the, 
kind  things  to  me  in  the  world." 

Oftobcr  14. 
>  /*  I  STAND  wUh  the  new  people  ten  times  better  than 
ever  I  did  with  the  old,  and  forty  times  more  carefTed.'^ 

When  we  confider  the  rapidity  of  Mr.  Harlcy's  mo- 
tions on  this  occaGon,  who  was  remarkable  for  procraf- 
tination,  and  the  open  freedom  of  his  behaviour  toward 
Swift^  fo  contrary  tqthat  clofenefs  and  referve,  which 
.were  his  chara,6tenfticsj  we  may  judge  of  his  eager  de*- 
firc  to  fix  hinvin  their  party.  Nor  was  thi^  hard  to  be . 
,  accompli  (bed:  Swift  had  long  in  his  own  mind  been 
of  their  fide ;  and  he  only  waited  for  fuch  a  favourable 
jun&ure  as  now  offered  to  declare  himfclf.  Mr.  Har- 
ley's  uncommon  condefcenfion>  Battered  bis  pride; 
jknd  the  obligingnefs  of  his  behaviour,  engaged  his 
friendlhip.  Accordingly,  after  he  had  enquired  into 
their  plan«  and  the  meafures  which  they  inti^nded  to 
.purfue,  a^  he  found  them  entirely  confonant  to  his  own 
ieotiipei^ts,  he  embarked  without  hefitation  in  their 
caufe,  and  entered  into  their  interefts  with  his  whole 
heart.  His  approbation  of  their  meafures  he  expre0ea 
in  the  following  manner  in  his  Journal, 

November  29,  1710. 
'  ^'  The  prefent  Miniftry  have  a  difficult,  tafk,  and 
want  me.  According  to  the  beft  judgment  I  bkve, 
they  are  purfuing  the  true  intereft  of  the  publick,  and 
therefore  I  am  glad  to  contribute  what  Uea  in;  m^ 
power/* 

Th* 
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The  writers  on  both  fides  had  before  this  taken  the 
field,  and  attacked  each  other  with  great  acrimony. 
On  the  Whig-fide,  were  Mr,  Addifon,  Bi(hop  Burnet, 
Sir  Richard  Steele,   Mr.  Congreve,   Mr.  Rowe,  and 
many  others  of  lefs  note.     On  the  part  of  the  Tories, 
the  chief  writers  were,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Bifbop  At- 
terbury,  and  Mr.  Prior.     Thfcy  had  begun  a  Weekly 
Paper,   called.    The  Examiner,   which  was  the  joint 
work  of  thofe  three  celebrated  Writers,  and  had  pu^ 
bli(hed  twelve  numbers.    But  as  foon  as  Swift  declared 
himfclf,  they  thought  all  aid  to  him  unneceflary,  and 
the  whole  conduft  of  that  Paper  was  from  that  time 
put  into  his  handc.     He  entered  the  field  alone,  and» 
with  a  Samfon-like  ftrength,  fcorned  afliftance,  and  de- 
fpifed  numbers.     His  power  of  ridicule  was  like  a  flail 
-in  his  hand,  againft  which  th^re  was  no  fence.     Thougli 
he  induftrioufly  concealed  his  name,  yet  his  friend  Ad- 
difon foon  difcovcred  him,  and  retired  prudently  from 
the  field  <j(  battle,  leaving  the  reft  expofcd  to  the  at- 
tacks of  this  irrcfiftiblc  champion ;  by  whom  it  mufl: 
be  allowed  they  were  unmercifully  handled,  till,  one 
after  another,  they  were  all  laid  low.     His  firft  Paper 
was  publilhed  on  the  ad  of  November,  1710,  No.  13, 
of  the  Elxaminer,  which  was  about  a  month  after  his 
jntrodudlion  to  Mr.  Harley ;    and  he  continued  them 
without  interruption  tijl  June  7,  17111  where  he  drop- 
ped it,  clofing  it  with  Np.  44*  and  then  leaving  it  to 
be  carried  on  |3y  other  hands.    Purijig  this  time  he  lived 
in  the  utmoft  degree  of  confidence  and  famijiari.ty,  n^C 
only  with  Mr   Harley,  but  the  whole  Miniftry.    "Mr. 
Secretary  St.  John  was  not  behind  Mr.  Harley,  either 
in  deGreof  cultivating  Swift's  acquaintance,  or  inad« 
^refs,  which  the  following  extract  frqm  \\x$  Jpurnal  will 
fwpcicnily  Ihew. 

Novem« 
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November  fly  ijxo* 
*«  I  DIKED  to-day,  by  invitation,  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Mr.  St.  John«  Mr.  Hariejr  came  in  to  us  be^ 
fore  dinner,  and  made  me  his  cxcu&s  for  not  dining 
wttk  us,  becanfc  he  was  to  receive  people  who  came  to 
pTopoie  the  advancing  of  money  to  the  government. 
The  Secretary  vied  me  with  all  the  kindncfs  in  the 
world.  Prior  came  in  after  dinner  ;  and  upon  an  oc-' 
cafion,  the  Secretary  faid  to  him,  **  The  bed  thing  I 
ever  read  is  not  your's,  but  Dr.  Swift  on  Vanbrogh  ;  *• 
which  I  do  not  reckon  fo  verj  good  neither ^  but  IVior 
^iiras  dampt,  till  I  fluffed  him  with  two  or  three  complt^ 
ments.  tie  told  me,  among  <other  things,  that  Mr. 
Parley  comphined  he  could  keep  nothing  from  me, 
I  had  the  way  fo  xnuth  of  getting  into  him.  I  knew 
that  was  a  refinement,  and  fo  I  told  htm ;  and  it  was  fo. 
Indeed  it  is  hard  to  fee  thefe  great  ix^n  ufe  me  like  one 
who  was  their  betters^,  and  die  puppies  wiih  y^v  in  Ire- 
land hardly  regarding  me.  But  diere  are  fome  ^eafons 
for  all  this,  whkfa  I  will  tell  you  when  we  meet/* 

In  another  place,  hef^s,  March  3,  1710-ii. 

"  I  DiN£D  with  Mr.  Hariey  to-day.  Every  Satur« 
day.  Lord  Keeper,  Secretary  St.  John,  and  I,  dine 
with  him,  and  femetimes  Lord  Rivers,  and  they  let  in 
lioneelfe.  t  ftaid  with  Mr.  Haiky  tiUnine,  when  we 
had  much  difcourfe  together,  after  the  reft  were  gone^ 
and  I  gav^  him  very  truly  my  opiaion^  when  he  defi? 
red  it.^ 

February  18,  1710.1t. 
^  Sfcretahy  St.  John  would  needs  hafvc  me  din? 
'With  him  to-4ay ;  and  there  I  found  three  perfona  }  ne- 
ver faw,  two  I  had  no  acquaintance  with,  and  one  | 
did  not  care  for :  fo  I  left  them  early^  and  camp  home, 
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it  being  no  da^  to  walk,  boat  fcurvy  rain  and  wind«  Tha 
Secretary  tells  me  he  has  put  a  cheat  upon  mes  for 
Lord  Peterborough  ient  him  twelve  donn  flaiks  of 
Burgundy,  oa  condition  i  Ihoukl  have  my  fliarei  but 
he  never  was  quiet  till  they  were  all  gone  ^  fo  I  reckoa 
he  owes  me  thirty-fix  pounds*" 

February  $5* 
^'  I  DIKED  to«day  with  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  on 
condition  I  might  choofe  my  compaay»  which  were 
Lord  RiverS)  Lord  Carteret,  Sir  T.  Manfel,  and  Mr* 
Lewis.  I  invited  Maftiam,  Hill,  Sir  John  Stanley, 
and  George  Granville,  but  they  were  engaged ;  and  I 
did  it  in  revenge  of  his  having  fuch  bad  company  when 
I  dined  with  him  before.    So  we  laughed,*'  &r. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  there  was  a  piece  of 
behaviour  in  Mr.  Harley  towards  Swift,  which  nettled 
him  to  the  quick,  and  had  nearly  occafioned  a  breach 
between  them.  Of  this  Swift  gives  the  following  ac- 
count in  his  Journal. 

February  6,  17 10. 
*'  Mr.  Harley  dcfircd  me  to  dine  with  him  again 
to-day,  but  1  refufed  him ;  for  I  fell  out  with  him  yeT- 
terday,  and  will  not  fee  him  agai^i  till  he  makes  me 

amends/* 

February  7. 
**  I  WAS  this  morning  early  with  Mr.  Lewis  of  the 
Secretary's  0£Bce,  and  faw  a  letter  Mr.  Harley  had  fent 
him,  defiring  to  be  reconciled ;  but  I  was  deaf  to  all 
intreatics,  and  have  defircd  Lewis  to  go  to  him,  and 
let  him  know  I  cxpeftcd  farther  fatisfadtion.  If  we  let 
thefe  great  MiniAers  pretend  too  much^  there  will  be 

no 
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BO  governing  them;  He  ijromifcs  to  make  me  eafy^ 
if  1  will  but  come  and  fee  him;  but  I  won't,  and  he 
ihall  do  it  bf  mefiage>  or  I  will  caft  him  off.  1  will 
tell  you  the  caufe  of  our  quarrel  when  I  fee  you>  and 
refer  it  to  yourfelves.  In  that  he  did  fomething^  which 
he  intended  for  a  favour,  and  I  have  taken  it  quite 
otherwife>  difliking  both  the  thing  and  the  manner^ 
and  it  has  heartily  vexed  me ;  and  all  I  have  faid  is 
truth,  though  it  looks  like  jeft :  and  I  abfolutely  refu* 
fed  to  fubmit  to  his  intended  favour,  and  expcft  farther 
fatisfaftion.** 

In  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  Journal  he  acquaints 
Stella  with  the  caufe  of  quarrel* 

March  7,  17 10. 
"  Y^s,  I  underftand  a  cypher,  and  *  Ppt  gucfles 
rights  as  (he  always  does.  He  gave  me  al  b/adnfdc 
lioinlpt  dfaonr  ufainfhtoy  dponufiiad\\  which  I  fcnt  him 
again  by  Mr.  Ijewis,  to  whom  I  wrote  a  very  com* 
plaining  letter,  that  was  fhewed  him,  and  fo  the  mat* 
tcr  ended.  He  told  me  he  had  a  quarrel  with  me  \  I 
faid  I  had  another  with  him,  and  we  returned  to  our 
friendfhip,  and  I  Ihould  think  he  loves  nte  as  well  ^s  a 
great  Miniftcr  can  love  a  man  in  fo  fliort  a  time." 

Nothing  could  have  been  confidered  by  Swift  as  a 
greater  indignity,  than  this  offer  of  Mr.  Harleyls^ 
which  put  him  on  the  footing  of  a  hireling  Writer. 

•  Stella.  ■'    • 

t  This  is  a  fort  of  cypher,  in  which,  to  difguife  the  words,  faper* 
fluous  letters  are  introduced  ;  and  the  way  to  read  it  is  to  pafs  over 
thcfe  letters,  an  J  re:ain  only  i'uch  as  w  11  make  out  words  and  fenfe, 
in  the  following  manner,  where  the  letters  to  bcretaine.l  are  capitals. 
Al  Bs  Ad  Nn  K  IBoTnLpt  dFaOuK  uFalnFbToY  dPtOnUfNaD. 
That  is,  A  Bank  Bill  for  fifty  fcutui. 

Accordingly^ 
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Accordingly,  he  was  determined  to  lA:  him  fee  how 
much  he  had  miftaken  his  man,  by  refufmg  to  fee  him 
again  till  he  had  a(ked  his  p^irdon  by  a  third  hand. 
Ho  laid  hold  of  this  oppartuftity,  toiet  the  Miniftry 
know  how  he  expe£ked  to  fie  treated  by  them  for  the 
future :  as  a  man,  who  not  only  fcorned  a  ftare  of  de- 
pendance,  but  who  could  not  bear  any  thing  that  might 
carry  the  lead  appearance  of  it ;  as  olne  who  entereda 
volunteer  in  their  caufe,  and  who  fcorned  to  lie  under 
any  obligationj  or  accept  of  any  .thing  to  which  he  wak 
not  juftly  entitled  by  his  merits:  and  laftly,  as  one, 
who,  confcious  of  his  abilities  to  fcrve  the  puhlick, 
expe6ked  to  be  confidered  by  them  as  their  coadjutor 
in  the  caufe,  and  to  be  treated  on  a  footing  of  entire 
equality.  Accordingly,  immediately  after  Mr.  Har- 
ley  had  made  his  peace  with  him,  he  ihewed,  by  an 
extraprdinary  piece  of  behaviour,  that  he  was  deter- 
mined, to  exad  this  from  them,  without  bating  tHe 
fmalleft  article.  The  circumftancc  is  mentioned  in  the 
following  paflage  of  the  Journal. 

February  12,  17 10. 
*'  I  DINED  to-day  with  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John:    I 
went  to  the  Court  of  Requeils  at  noon,  and  fent  Mr» 
Harley  into  the  Houfe  to  call  the  Secretary,  to  let  him 
know  I  would  not  dine  with  him  if  he  dined  late." 

When  this  ftory  is  told,  without  any  other  circum- 
ilance,  and  we  are  informed  that  a  private  Clergyman, 
Vicar  of  a  fmall  country  living,  in  an  obfcure  part  of 
the  world,  fent  the  Prime  Minifter  of  Great  Britain,  to 
bring  out  to  him  the  Firft  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
Senate-houfe,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  important 
buGnefs  of  the  nation,  upon  fo  frivolous  an  occaGon, 
wc  ihould  be  apt  to  confidcr  it  was  a  wanton  exertion 
5  of 
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wf  the  iiioft  Infelenc  pride.  But,  whea  we  rcfleft  ihtt 
diis  was  4ofie  the  very  dijr  after  he  was  reconciled  to 
Mr.  Harley,  and  (hac  he  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
letaliating  the  flight  put  upon  him  a  few  days  before, 
it  can  only  give  us  a  high  opinion  of  his  magnanimity. 
BefideSy  upon  this  reconciliation,  he  thought  it  necef^ 
iary  to  give  both  Minifters  a  fpecimen  of  the  terms  up«- 
am  which  alone  cheir  union  could  cootinue,  the  pnnei>> 
pal  of  which  was  a  moft  perfe£b  equality.  How  little 
Swift  was  willing  to  allow  them  any  fuperionty>  may 
be  judged  by  an  lixpreflion  in  his  journal  the  next  day 
^ter  this  incident. 

February  13,  1710-11. 
*'  I  RAVB  taken  Mr.  Harley  into  favour  again."  • 

And  it  foon  afterwards  appeared  how  leadliy  thefe 
Minifters  came  into  his  terms,  as  may  be  feen  from  the 
CoUowing  pafiage. 

February  17,  1716-ii. 

^  The  Miniftry  are  good  honeft  hearty  fellows:  I 
ulc  thein  like  dogs,  bccaufe  I  exped  they  will  ufe  me 
fo.  They  call  me  nothing  but  Jonathan,  and  I  laid  I 
bdieved  they  would  leave  me  Jonathan  a«  they  found 
me  s  and  that  I  never  knew  a  Miniiler  do  any  thing  fior 
thofe  whom  they  make  companions  of  their  pleafures : 
and  I  believe  you  will  find  it  fo,  but  I  care  not/' 

How  tenacious  he  was  of  his  rights  in  this  refpeft, 
and  how  ready  to  cake  the  alarm  upon  the  iratl' appear- 
ance of  their  being  infringed,  we  may  judge  from  the 
following  account  of  what  pafled  between  the  Secretary 
and  him,  fome  time  after,  on  an  occafion  of  that  fort;. 

April, 
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April  r,  171 1. 
"  I  DINED  with  the  Secretary,  who  fcemed  terribly 
down  and  melancholy  ;  which  Mr.  Prior  ar.d  LeWis  ob- 
ferved  as  well  as  I:  perhaps  fonnething  is  gone  wrong; 
perhaps  there  is  nothing  in  it. 

April  3. 
"  I  CALLED  at  Mr.  Secretary's,  to  fee  what  the  D— — 
ailed  him  on  Sunday :  I  made  him  a  very  proper  fpeech, 
told  him  I  obferved  he  was  much  out  of  temper  j  that 
I  did  not  expeft  he  would  tell  me  the  caufc,  but  would 
be  glad  to  fee  he  was  in  better  j  and  one  thing  I  warned 
him  of,  never  to  appear  cold  to  me,  for  I  wo.uld  not 
be  treated  like  a  fchool-boy ;  that  I  had  felt  too  much 
of  that  in  my  life  already:  that  1  cxpefted »every  great 
Minifter,  who  honoured  me  with  his  acquaintance,  if 
he  heard  or  faw  any  thing  to  my  difad vantage,  would 
let  me  know  it  in  plain  words,  and  not  put  me  in  paia 
to  guefs  by  the  change  or  coldnefs  of  his  countenance 
or  behaviour  5  for  it  was  what  I  would  hardly  bear  from 
a  crowned  head,  and  1  thought  no  fubje<5l's  favour  was 
worth  it  * ;  and  that  I  defigned  to  let  my  Lord  Keeper, 
and  Mr.  Harley,  know  the  fame  thing,  that  they  might 
ufc  me  accordingly.  He  took  all  right ;  faid  I  had 
reafon ;  vowed  nothing  ailed  him,  but  fitting  up  whole 
nights  at  bufinefs,  and  one  night  at  drinking:  would 
have  had  me  dined  with  him  and  Mrs.  Mafham's  bro- 
ther, to  make  up  matters;  but  I  would  not:  I  don*t 
know,  but  I  would  not.  But  indeed  I  was  engaged 
with  my  old  friend  Rollinfon  j  you  never  heard  of  him 
before." 

*  )n  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  Joarnal  to  Stella,  he  fays,  "  DoB*t  yon 
^member  how  I  ufea  to  be  in  pain,  when  Sir  William  Temple  wpuld 
look  cold  and  out  of  humour  for  three  or  four  days,  and  I  ufed  to  fuH^ 
ped  a^undred  reafons  ?  I  have  plucked  up  my  fpirir  iince  then,  faith  | 
he  fpoiicd  a  fine  gentlemaai.'' 

E  From 
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From  this  time  wc  find  that  Swift  was  treated  by  tW 
Minidry  with  the  mod  unrcfcrvcd  confidence  in  regard 
to  pubHc  affatr»^  and  the  moft  familiar  intimacy  in  pri«> 
vate  J  being  always  prefent  at  their  moft  fccret  cpnful-^ 
tations  in  political  matters,  and  a  conftanc  companioa 
of  their  chofen  parties,  to  enliven  their  ibcial  hour, 

SmCt  has  given  us  the  following  view  of  the  light 
in  which  he  confideFed  the  fituation  of  affairs  aboufi 
that  time. 

March  4,  ly  la^ 
''  This  kingdom  is  certainly  ruined>  as  much  as  wa9 
ever  any  bankrupt  Merchant.  Wc  muft  iavc  a  peace, 
kt  it  be  a  bad  or  a  good  one  ;  though  no-body  dare^ 
talk  of  it.  The  nearer  I  look  upon  things,  the  worfc 
1  like  them.  I  believe  the  confederacy  will  foon  break 
to  pieces,  and  our  fadions  at  home  increafc.  The  Mi* 
niftry  is. upon  a  very  narrow  bottom,  and  (land  likeao 
Ifthmus,  between  the  Whigs  on  one  fide,  and  violent 
Tories  on  thfc  other.  They  arc  able  fcamen,  but  the 
temped  is  too  great,  the  (hip  too  rotten,  and  the  crew 
all  againft  them.  Lord  Sommers  has  been  twice  in  the 
Queen's  clofct,  once  very  lately  j  and  the  Duchefs  of 
Somerfet,  who  now  has  the  key,  is  a  moft  infinuatipg 
woman ;  and  I  believe  they  will  endeavour  to  play  the 
fame  game  that  has  been  played  againd  them.  I  have 
told  them  all  this,  whichthey  know  already;  but  they 
cannot  help  it.  They  have  cautioned  the  Queen  fo 
much  againft  being  governed,  that  (he  obferves  irtoa 
much.  I  could  talk  till  xo-morrow  upon  thefe  things^ 
but  they  make  me  melancholy.  I  could  not  but  ob- 
ferve  lately,  after  much  converfation  with  Mr.  Harley  ; 
though  he  is  the  moft  fearlefs  man  aliv^,  and  the  leaft 
apt  to  defpond,  he  confe(red  to  me^  that^  uttering  hia 
mind  tome,  gave  him  eafe.^ 

Swift 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  Hj 

Swift  wftfi  employed'chicfly  in  writing  the  Examinerf 
tiU  the  bcgianing  of  the  ^Uowiug  June ;  when,  ha- 
ving with  eafe  foiled  all  his  opponents  in  this  fkirmilh* 
ing,  way.  of  fighting,  he  retired  to  prepare  for  the  ge- 
zier^  engagenient^ .  c?cpe£ted  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
caaipaign>  and  which  was  likely  to  prove  dccifive  with 
regard  to  the  fate  of  the  two  parties.  It  is  Certain^ 
that  hia  apprehenfions  for  the  fide  which  he  had  cm^ 
brac(;d,  were  daily  increafing  j  and  as  he  faid  himfclf, 
**  the  nearer  he  loqkjcd  upon  things,  theworfe.he  liked 
thcnv'*  But  his. apprchen (Tons  were  either  confine^ 
wi^iin.  his  own  breffl:,  or  cotnniuQicaced  only  to  the 
Minifl^-y,  Excepting  ip  the  Journal  to  Stella,  where  hp 
is  wboyy.without  jefecye.  He  had  faid  to  her,  fo  early 
as  Js^piiary  7,  17*0.—"  In  my  opinion  we  have  nothing 
to  fave  us  but  a  peacej  and  I  am  fure  we  cannot  havp 
fuch  a  one  as  we  hoped-,  and  then  the  Whigs  will  bawl 
what  they  would  have  done,  had  they  continued  in 
^wef.  I  tell  the  Miniftry  this  as  much  as  I  dare,  and 
,Qm11  v«i>ture  to  fay  a  little  more  to  them/' 

^  Afterwards,  he  g^ve  her  an  account  of  the  dangqr 
jjhey:  wpre  -in,  from  the  more  violent  Members  ipf  their 

....  \  February  18,  1710. 

■  •^We  arc  plagued  with  an  Oftober  Club,  that  is, 
a  fet  of  above  a  hundred  Parliafnent-men  of  the 
country,  who  drink  Odtober  beer  at  home,  and  meet 
every  evening  at  a  tavern  near  the  Parliament,  to  con- 
rfult.on  affairs,  sjnd  drive  things  to  extremes  againft  the 
Whigs  f  to  call  the  old  Miniftry  to  account,  and  get 
off  five  or  fix  heads.  The  Miniftry  feem  not  to  regard 
them  I  yet  one  of  them  in  confidence  ^old  me,  tb^r 
-there  muft  be  fometh^Ag  thougl|t  00  to  ictdo  things 

Pa  betted 
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better,  ril  tell  you  one  grftit  fecrct :  the  Queen,  fen- 
fiblc  how  much  (he  was  governed  by  the  late  Mimftry, 
runs  a  little  into  the  other  extrenie ;  and  is  jealous  in 
that  point,  even  of  thofe  who  got  her  out  of  the  other's 
hands.  The  Miniftry  is  for  gentler  meafures,  and  the 
other  Tories  for  more  violent.  Lord  Rivers,  talking 
to  me  the  other  day,  curfed  the  Paper  called  the  Exa- 
miner, for  fpeaking  civilly  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough. This  I  happened  to  talk  of  to  the  Secretary, 
who  blamed  the  warmth  of  that  Lord,  and  fome  others; 
and  fwore,  if  their  advice  were  followed,  they  would 
be  blown  up  in  twenty-four  hours.  And  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  think,  they,  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
C^ieen,  to  put  her  aSairs  more  in  the  hands  of  a  Mint-* 
ftry,  than  (be  does  at  prefent;  and  there  are  two  men 
thought  on,   one  of  whom  you  have  often  met  the 

name  of  in  my  letters.'^ 

■  »* 

-  But  though  there  were  many  external  circumftances 
which  rendered  the  fituation  of  the  JMiniftry  very  pi«* 
carious,^  yet  the  chief  danger  arofc  from  chemfelveSt 
through  a  want  of  concert  and  mutual  confidence,  fo 
neceflary  to  men  ejribarked  in  fo  difficult  an  undertt* 
king.  This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  refcrve  and  myfr 
terious  condudk  of  Mr.  Harley,  which  gave  great  um- 
brage to  Mr.  St.  John,  and  had  very  nearly  occafioned 
a  breach  between  thein  about  that  time,  of  which  Swift 
makes  the  following  mention  in  his  journal.  '    - 

Auguft  27,  lyif. 

-  "  The  Whigs  whifper  that  our  Miniftry  differ  among 
thcmfelves,  and  they  begin  to  talk  out  the  Secretary. 

/They  have  fome  rcafons  for  their  whifpers;  though  I 
thought  it  was  a  greater  fecret.  I  do  not  much  like 
the  prefent  pofturc  of  things  1  1  always  apprehended 

that 
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that  any  faUing  put  would  ruin  thcmj  and  fo  I  hare 
told  ili0m  fcveral  umes/' 

Befide  this  referve  in  the  Treafurcr^  there  was  a  pro- 
traftination  in  his  temper^  which  ill  fuited  fuch  a  junc* 
ture  of  ajBfairSj  as  required  the  utmoft  vigour  and  dif* 
patch.  And  though  the  Secretary  was  a  man  of  great 
parts  and  fire,  yet  had  he  fuch  a  turn  to  diflipation,  a^ 
ioade  him  lofeopportunities^  and  produced  as  ill  efft&s^ 
as  the  procraftinating  turn  of  the  Treafurcn  Of  thif 
Swift  complains  in  the  following  paOage  of  his  Jour* 
4ial. 

Ofkober  31,  17 11* 
^^  The  Duce  is  in  the  Secretary  i  when  I  went  to  him 
ihls  morning  he  had  people  with  him ;  but  fays,  we 
are  to  dine  with  Prior  to-day,  and  then  will  do  all  our 

.bulinefs  in  the  afternoon :  at  two.  Prior  fends  word 
lie  is  otherwife  engaged :  then  the  Secretary  and  I  go 
and  dine  with  Brigadier  Britton,  fit  till  eight,  grow 
merry,  no  bufincfs  donej  we  part,  and  appoint  no 
time  to  meet  again.  This  is  the  fault  of  all  the  pre- 
fentMiniftersj  teafing  me.to  death  for  my  affiftancc, 

jaying  the  whole  weight  of  their  affairs  upon  it,  and 
flipping  opportunities.'* 

On  thefe,  and  many  other  accounts,  things  wore  but 
a  very  unpromiGng  afpeft  on  the  fide  of  the  Tories  1 
eipecially  as  the  leaders  of  the  Whig-party  were  aftivca 
vigilant,  let  flip  no  opportunity^  and  at  the  fame  time, 
being  exafperated  to  the  laft  degree  at.  the  lofs  of  their  . 
pow^r^  were  determined  to  ftop  at  nothing,  to  compafs 
th^  ruin  of  thofc  whp  had  fuppl^ntcd  them.  Yet, 
however  gloomy  theprolpe^  might  be.  Swift  was  not 
of  a  temper  to  give  way  to  defpondency.    It  is  certainj 

F3  «hw, 
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<hat  from  the  time  he  took  a  hearer  tie^^of  the  ftate  of 
things^  he  had  little  hopes  that  the  caufe  m  Which  he 
had  engaged  would  be  brought  to  a  happy  iffue  j  yet 
•Jte  determined,  that,  whenever  it  fhouM  fail/  no  part 
of  the  mifcarriage  Ihould  bo  laid  atf  his  door;  andac«* 
cordingly  he  exerted  himfclf  wfth  the  fame  fort  6f  ir- 
dour,  as  is  iifually  raifed  only  by  a  near  profpeft  of  fiKri 
cefs,  upon  vigorous  meafures.  Not  content  with?  frer* 
forming  every  thing  that  was  allotted  to  him  m  his  own 
^department,  he  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  urging  thfe  * 
Minifters  to  do  what  was  proper  on  their  parts;  -  H^, 
with  great  freedom,  told  them  of  their  faults,  or  omif- 
fions,  fometimcs  in  a  ferious,  fomctimes  in  a  jocofc 
way,  -as  opportunities  offered.  There  is  a  little  anec-. 
dote  of  that  fort,  which  fliews  how  freely  he  hidulgcd 
•himfclf  in  this  vein.  Swift  had  received  a  prefent  of  a 
Curious  fnufF-box  from  Colohel  Hill,  beautifully  painted, 
•With  a  variety  of  figures,  which  he  (hewed  to  LordOxr 
ford  }  who,  after  having  examined  the  fainting  on  thp 
lid,  and  admired  the  worknnanlhip,  turned  up  the  bot- 
tom of  the  box,  where  he  fpicd  a  figure  refembling  a 
goofe,  ftuddcd  on  the  outfide  of  the  box ;  upon  which, 
turning  to  Swift,  hefaid,  "Jonathan,  1  think  the  Co- 
lonel has  made  a  goofe  of  you."  "  'Tis  true,  tnf 
Lord,'*  replied  Swift,  "  but  if  you  will  look  a  litt!?^ 
farther,  you  will  fee  I  an»  driving  a  fnail  before  me:*'^ 
which  indeed  happened  to  be  the  device/  **  That's  fc- 
•  vcre  enough,  Jonathan,"  faid  my  Lord,  *^  but  t  de- 
ftrved  it."       *         '  ' 

On  another  occafibn,  he  obfervitd  to  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  that  men  bf  great  parts  are  often  unfortunate  ia 
the  managerhent  of  public  bufinefe,  becauft  they  are 
apt  to  go  ou?  pf  the  common  road,  by  the  quickhcfs  6f 
their  Imagination :  and  WdcfiredhisLord£bi|)  to  taKe 
IBOtice,  thn thfe'Clerks  in hh 6mt^is6id i!ortX)f  iVbfy 

knife^ 
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linlfe,  With  t  blunt  edge^  to  divide  a  (heet  of'paper^ 
which  never  failed  to  cut  it  even,  only  requiring  a  fleady 
hand ;  whereas,  ifthey^  (hould  make  ufe  of  a  iharp  pen- 
knife,  the  Ifaarpneffi  would  niake  it  go  often  ouc  of  the 
^reafe,  and  disfigure  the  paper^ 

Thefe  friendly  admoditipns  of  Swift,  though  they 
tntght  fometmiei  produce  good  effects  in  particular 
cafe8|  when  properly  timed,  yet  cpuld  they  do  but 
tittle  towards  eradicating  faults,  which  feem  to  have 
been  in  a  great  meafureconftitutional,  and  which  were 
grown  too  ftrong  by  habit  to  be  eaHly  overcome. 
Happy  therefore  Mfas  it  for  the  Miniftry,  that  they  had, 
in  Swift,  fuch  »  faithful  monitor,  to  remind  them  of 
their  errors,  and  fuch  an  able  coadjutor,  to  fupply  their 
'  deficiencies.  As  no  man  perhaps  ever  poirefled  a  greater 
degree  of  natural  fagacity  than  Swift,  or  was  mailer  of 
a  deeper  penetration  from  clofc  obfcrvations  made  on 
human  nature,  he  often  warned  the  Minifters  of  dan- 
gers in  their  own  fphere,  which  they  did  not  fee,  though 
they  had  the  advantage  of  being  much  nearer  the  fprings 
of  aAion ;  but  the  acutenefs  of  his  fight  more  than 
made  up  for  the  different  degrees  of  diftance.  This 
was  fufficiently  fhewn  by  the  event,  as  aU  his  conjcc- 
♦  tures  proved  to  be  Well-founded ;  nor  was  there  a  fingle 
prognofl:ic  of  his  that  failed.  Thcfe  he  was  never  fpa- 
ring  to  communicate  to  the  Miniftcrs,  though  the 
phlegm  of  one,  and  diflipation  of  the  other,  generally 
rendered  fuch  notices  of  little  eficft.  They  were  in* 
deed  fo  very  dilatory  or  remifs  in  their  preparations  for 
the  approaching  contefl:,  and  their  enemies  fo  vigilant 
'9Uid  aftive,  that  their  ruin  muft  inevitably  have  been 
accompliihed  foon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
Kad  it  not  been  for  the  mcafures  taken  by  Swift  to  pre- 
vent it.  Finding  that  he  could  not  roufe  the  Miniftry 
to  (hat  t^ftiVit^,  which  fo  critical  a  juncture  recjuired, 
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he  determined  to  leave  nothing' undone^  that  lay  in  hi* 
own  power,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  common  cauicv 
There  were  two  points^  which  he  thought  of  the  utmoft 
importance^  and  which  therefore  demanded  the  higheii: 
attention :  the  one  was,  to  put  an  end  to  the  cabals  of 
the  Odober  Club,  which  threatened  the  moft  danger* 
ous  confcquences  to  the  Miniftry :  the  other  was>  the 
making  of  a  Peacej  without  which,  it  was  a  maxim 
with  him  that  the  Miniftry  could  not  ftand.  The  firft 
of  thefe  points  he  foon  accompliibed.  He  procured  t 
meeting  of  fome  of  the  principal  Members  of  the 
.Club  at  a  tavern  j  where  he  gave  them  fuch  cogent 
reafons  for  the  conduA  of  the  Miniftry,  as  removed 
their  fears  and  jealoufies.  This  Meeting  occaGoned  « 
fufpicion  in  many  of  the  abfent  Members,  which  wi^ 
followed  by  a  divifion  of  the  Club  i  after  which,  theijr 
meetings  being  neither  fo  numerous  nor  fo  frequent)^ 
they  gradually  dwindled  away;  and,  upon  the  feafoQ- 
able  publication  of  a  little  Pamphlet,  by  Swift,  called, 
"  Some  Advice  to  the  Mismbers  of  the  October  Club/* 
they  were  in  general  fo  well  fatisfied,  that  their  nn«W- 
ings  were  no  more  heard  of;  and  thefe  very  Members 
were  afterwards  the  ftauncheft  friends  that  the  Miniftry 
had  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  affair  of  the 
Pea^e  was  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  a  point  of  infi- 
nitely more  diiHcuUy.  Neceflary  a^  it  was  that  it  ihould 
be  accomplifhed,  in  the  difpofition  that  th^  nation  then 
was,  the  Miniftry  did  not  even  dare  to  hint  it,  ^pd 
there  was  but  one  way  in  which  th^y  could  attempt  i(, 
with  the  leaft  degree  of  fafety  to  (hemfelves;  and  th^t 
was,  by  raifing  fuch  a  clamoqr  for  Peace,  as  ftiould 
make  the  ftcps  t^kcn  towards  it  by  the  Miniftry,  ap- 
pear to  be  in  confequepcc  of  the  ajtcntipn  diie  to  the 
general  voice  of  the  nation,  This  Swift  uqdeftook  (o 
^complilhi  and  with  that  view  h?  took  uncommqn 
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^ns  iQ  drawing  up  that  famous  political  Tra^»  called* 
Tie  OmdnS  9f  tU  Allies  v  the  effefls  of  which  will  pre- 
^fently  befliewn. 

But  Swift  had  ftill  a  more  difficult  point  to  manage < 
and  one,  which  was  attended  with  more  immediate 
daager  than  all  the  refts  I  mean>  that  of  peeping  the 
Miniftry  froiri  quarrelling  among  themfelves,  which  he 
iwefaw  muft  end  in  their  total  deftruftion  *•  The 
Treafiirer  and  Secretary  were  of  focb  different  difpofi- 
tions,  and  fo  little  agreed  abouc  the  means  to  be  pur- 
fued  towards  the  attainment  of  the  common  end  chcy 
had  in.view^  that  it  required  the  utmoft  addrefs  to  pre« 
vent  their  conning  to  an  open  rupture;  which  would 
probably  have  happened^  even  at  that  critical  time, 
had  it  not  been  for  Swift's  interpofition.  Perhaps  there 
was  no  man  living  fb  well  qualified  for  the  office  of  a 
Qiediator  between  them^  as  Swift.  The  cafe  required 
die  conftant  interpofition  of  fome  common  friend  to 
both^  who  Iboyld  not  be  fuipe£ted  of  any  partiality  to 
either,  or  pf  any  interefted  views  in  the  advice  he 
ibopldgive;  at  the  fame  time  of  one>  who  would  fpeak 
his  mind  with  unlimited  freedom  to  each  leparately,  or 
both  tpgetheri  without  fear  of  difobliging.  He  muft 
therefore  be  a  man,  whofe  affiftapce  was  of  fo  much 
moment  to  each,  in  the  profecution  of  their  feveral  de- 
figns,  that  neither  would  dare  to  break  with  the  other 
unreafonably,  left  his  whole  weight  Ihould  be  thrown 
into, the  oppofitc  fcale.  And  perhaps  there  was  no  man 
living,  at  that  jundure,  who  could  perfectly  anfw^r 
this  defcription,  but  Swift.  Accordingly  we  find,  that 
for  i^e  ipace  of  more  than  two  years  afterwards,  though 

*  Swift,  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin^  fays,  *'  I  take 
tie  fafety  of  ^t,  prrfcnt  Miniftry  to  confift  in  the  agreement  of  three 
great  men.  Lord  Keeper^  Lord  Ti^aforer,  and  Mr.  Se^ret^ry ;  and 
ib  I  have  told  then)  together,  between  jeft  and  C^rn^ft,  and  two  of  them 
feparately,  with  more  eiw$fi|ieft/'. 

there 
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there  was  much  ill  bloody  Md  itiany  bickeriogs  betireen 
€hem»  he  kept  them  from  coming  to  an  dpea  nipcore) 
»nd  the  incurable  breach,  whieh  aftenraids  enfoed^ 
mzs  ma4e  during  his  ajbfenc^  in  Ireland^  when  he  n^nt 
%o  take  pofT^flion  of  bis  Dcanry. 

In  thi$  critical  fituatioa  of  affairs>  and  in  che  niM 
of  that  load  of  budpefs  which  wa$  thrown  «ipon  Swift*! 
(houlders>  let  us  ftop  awhile,  to* admire  the  ytgouf 
jnd  aftiyicy  of  his  mind,  which,  at  fueh  a  junfture, 
could  find  leifurc  to  throw  out,  as  if  te  were  a  holiday 
talk,  his  favourite  de6gn^  of  eftabli(^in^  th^  Epglilh 
langiiag^  on  fome  folid  foundation* 

In  9  fetter  to  the  Arehbilho))  of  Dublin,  dsced 
July  I  a,  171  ii  there  is  this  paflage.  ^*  I  have  been 
pngagipg  my  Lord  Treafurcr,  4fid  the  other  great  men, 
in  a  proje6k  of  my  own,  which  fhey  tell  nie  they  w41J 
embrace,  efpcci^Uy  his  Lord&ip.  fie  is  to  ertft  fomc 
kind  of  focicty,  or  academy,  under  the  patronage  4f 
|:he  Minifters,  and  protection  of  the  Queen^  fo^  cor^ 
rcftipg,  enlarging,  polithing,  and  fixing  our  knguage. 
The  methods  muft  be  left  to  the  foctefty  1  only  I  am 
writing  a  letter  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  'by  way  of  prov 
pofals,  and  fonie  general  hint^,  which  I  defign  (6  pu^ 
blifh,  and  he  expefts  froni  me.  AH  this  may  come  to 
nothing,^  although  I  find  the  ingenious  and  learnec^  men 
of  all  my  acquaintance  fall  readily  in  with  itj  ^and  fo  I 
hope  will  your  Grace,  if  the  defign  can  be  weUexecU-* 
ted.  I  would  dcfire  at  leiftire  fame  of  your  Grace's 
thoughts  on  this  matter."  -^ 

As  the  time  of  the  Parliament's  meetirig  a|)proached| 
which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  parties^  Swift  ap- 
plied himfelf  clofely.to  the  fini&ing  of  a  work,  from 
which  great  matters  were  expedcd,  toward  inclini^jg 
people  tq  the  main  oBjcff  of  the  Miniftry,  a  Peace.  • 

'     .^ <„. 
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^  Ill§  &ft  iMtftiM  of  it  to  SteUa,  is  in  hU  JournaF^ 
0€tBbir  2€f  1711^  *^  We  have  tko  quiet  with  the 
WhigSji  they  are  fo  vident  agaiilft  a  Peace  j  but  I  will 
cotti  therti,  with  a  tcftgcancc,  veryfopn.  Ih^v^writT 
ten  a  paper,  *hich  the  Minifters  rcpkon  will  do  ^hun- 
6t!tct  of  good,  ahd  open  thf  eyc$  of  the  narion^  ij^ho 
are  haiif  bewitch^  agtinff  a  Peace.  .  Piew  of  this  gci^Cr 
rttioii  cah  remciftber  any  thing  but  war  and  wxeai,  apd 
they  th^hk  it  is  us  i%  (hoiild  be ;  whereas  h  is  cc^tain^ 
%e  arc  tRe  moft  undone  people  \^  Europe,  as  I  an>  afraid 
I  fliatt  make  appcstf  Wybnd^l  cont^diaion," 

Upon  the  meeting  of  Bi|rlianient|  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, 171  ij,  Swift'a  upprehcnfions  and  prognofticks 
proved  to  be  but  too  yrt\\  fpundfd.  He  faw  clearly, 
that  if  the  Queen  did  pot  ftand  firm  in  fupport  of  the 
^iniftry,  they  were  undone  ^  and  from  a  knowledge  off 
her  temper^  he  dreaded  fpme  change  io.  her,  from  the 
Influence  which  the  ^  Dqchefs  of  Somerfet  had  oyer 
^erj|  who  hitd  fucceedcd  the  Duchefs  of  M^rlboroi^h 
^n  her  fayOtir,  and  whofe  hulband  was  avowedly  bene 
an  the  dcftrvftion  pf  the  Miniftry.  His  fears  proved 
fddeed  to  have  been  too  veil  founded,  y^hat  pafled 
•on  thisoccafion,  is  thps  related  in  hi^  Journal,  Decern- 
•^er  7,  i7it.  ^'  The  Earl  pf  Nottingham  began,  and 
iboke  againft  a  Peace,  and  defired,  that  in  their  Ad- 
qrefi  they  might  put  in  a  claufe,  to  adyife  the  Queen 
tiotto  t)(iake  a  Peace  without  Spain  s  which  was  deba- 
ted, and  carticd  by  the  WWgSj^  by  about  fix  voices,  in 
'»  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe."  The  queftion'g 
being  then  carried  agabft  the  Miniftry,  was  no  fmall 
ibrprife  to  tficm,  as  they  did  not  expcA  it,  though 

•  la  a  kUer  to  tbe  AfsfabUhop  ^f  D«Uin.  Swift  fays,  'f  Ton  know 

the  Dacheis  ^f  SonMrftt  is  a  great  favoortte»  and  has  got  the  DucheTs 

nf  Marlboroagh'i  k>y.    She  is.  infinuaung,  and  a  woman  of  intrigue  ^ 

^3i villi  I  Deliere,  do  what  ill  offices  ihe  can  to  the  Secretary." 

^  ^  Swift 
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Swifc  had  often  warned  them  of  it,  and  pointed  ouC 
the  means  by  which  it  would  be  effefted.  But  the  be^ 
baviour  of  the  Queen,  upon  that  occa&on,  was  fuch  s 
thunderclap,  aaperfeftlf  aftounded  themj  and  made 
them  give  over  all  as  loft.  This  circumftance  is  thua 
Related  by  Swift  ip  hi?  Journal,  December  8,  .171 1« 
*«  When  the  Qgeen  was  going  from  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  where  Ihe  fate  to  hear  the  debate,  on  the  7th  df. 
December,  171 1,  the  Duke  of  Sbrewfbuqr,  Lord 
iChamberlain,  afked  her  Majefly,  whether  he,  or  the 
Great  Chamberlain  Lindfay,  ought  to  lead  her  out^ 
ihea^fwered  Ibort^  ^Neither  of  youy*  and  gave  her 
hand  to  the  Duke  of  Sdmerfe^  who  was  louder  than 
any  in  the  Houfe  againft  a  Peace/*  This  behaviour  of 
the  Q^een. could  be  conftrued  in  no  other  light  than  a 
dcfertion  of  the  Miniftryy  and  accordingly  it  produced 
fuch  an  fffeft,  that  Swift  tells  us,  *^  the  daufe  was  car* 
fied  the  next  day,  in  the  Houfe  of  I/)rds,  almo^  two 
to  one/'  The  confequen^es  of  this,  are  thus  defcribed 
by  Swift,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrechb 
«  When  this  Addrefs,  againft  any  Peace  without  Spain, 
i^c.  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  it  is  not  eaff 
10  defcribe  the  effefi;  it  had  upon  moft  men's  palGoni. 
The  partifans  of  the  old  Miniftry  triumphed  loudl/a 
and  without  ai)y  rcfcrve,  as  if  the  game  were  their  own. 
The  Earl  of  Wharton  was  obferved  in  the  Houfe  to 
fmile,  and  to  put  his  hands  to  his  necki  when  any  of 
the  Miniftry  was  fpeaking ;  by  which  he  would  have  it 
underftood,  that  fome  heads  were  in  danger.  Parkef, 
the  Chief- Juftice,  began  ahready^  with. great  zeal  add 
pfficioufnefs,  to  profecqpe  authors  and  printers  of 
Weekly  and  other  Papers,  and  written  in  defence  of 
the  Adminiftration :  in  fhort,  joy  and  vengeance  fat  vi* 
gbie  in  every  countenance  of  that  party. 
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•*  On  the  other  fide,  all  well-wilhcrs  to  the  Church, 
the  Queen,  or  the  Peace,  were  equally  dejcftcd ;  and 
the  Trcafurcr  ftood  the  foremoft  mark,  both  of  hi« 
enemies  fury,  and  flie  ccnfurc  of  his  friends.     Among 
the  latter,  fomc  imputed  this  fatal  mifcarriage  to  his 
procraftinating  nature;    others,   to  his  immeafurablc 
publick  thrift!  Both  parties  agreed,  that  a  Firft  Mini- 
ftef,  with  very  nibderatc  (kill  in  affairs,  might  cafily 
have  governed  the  ^Vfehts ;  and  fomc  began  to  doubt, 
wifiether  the  gr^at  fame  of  his  abilities,   acquired  in 
other  ftations,  were  what  he  juftly  dcfcrved."    Swift 
^Ivei  the  following'account  of  his  firtt  interview  With 
the  Lord  Trdifurer  oh  this  occafioni  in  His  Journal, 
December  8,    171 1.    **  Mr,  Malham  begged  us  to 
ftay,  becaufe  Lord  Treafurer  would  call,  and  we  were 
refdlred  to  fall  t>nr  him  about  his  negligence  in  fecuring 
a  Majority.    He  came,  and  appeared  in  good  humour, 
as  ufuail,  but  I  thought  his  countenance  was  much  caft 
down.     I  railHed  him,  and  deiired  him  to  give  me  his 
ftaff,  which  he  did;  I  told  him,  if  he  would  fecurcit 
me  a  week,  I  would  fet  all  right:  he  alked,  how?   I 
faid  I  would  imniediately  turn  Lord  Marlborough,  his 
two  daughters,  the  Duke  and   Duchcfs  of  Somerfet, 
and  Lord  Cholmondeley,  out  of  all  their  employments; 
and  I  btilieve  he  had  not  a  friend  but  was  of  my  o^* 
nion.    Arbuthnot  afked.   How  he  came  not  to  fecure 
a  Majority?   He  could  anfwcr  nothing,  but  that  he 
could  not  help  it,  if  people  would  lie  and  forfwcar.    A 
poor  anfwer  for  a  great  Minrifter.     There  fell  from  him 
a  Scripture  expreflion,  that  the  hearts  ef  Kings  are  un^ 
/tercbahU.    I  told  him,  iDwas  what  I  feared,  and  was 
from  him  the  worft  news  he  could  tell  me.    1  begged 
■  him  to  know  what  we  had  to  truft  to :  he  ftuck  a  little, 
'but  at  laft  bid  mc  not  fear,  for  all  would  be  well  yet." 

Swift^s 
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Swift's  private  fentirnents  on  tke  QCcaO^oa^  ace  tjius 
cxprcffed  in  his  Journal,  D.cccmlH|r  8*  1711.  "  XJji^ 
is  a  long  Joufnalj  and  of  a  day^  that  may  prod^icp 
great  alterations^  and  hazard  the  ruin  of  f^Qglanflf 
The  Whigs  are  all  in  triumph.  They  forcjtold  kpf^  »U 
this  would  be,  but  we  thought  it  boa,fting.  Nay,  they 
fay  the  Parliament  fliould  be  diflolvqfd  before  Chriib- 
j;pas>  and  perhaps  it  may.  Tljis;is  ?di  your  d — w^ 
D —  of  S— — t's  doing :  I  wai:n<;4.  ^^.  Mjaiftpr?  jpf  iiC 
nine  months  ago,  and  a  hundred  times  jGuige.  The  S^r 
crctary  always  dreaded  it.  I  told  X^prd  Trcafuw-f 
fliould  have  thciidv^nt^c  of  ,'him>  (w  he  would Jol^ 
his  head,  and  I  ibould  only  be  Jian^et;^  apd  fojcarry 
my  body  entire  to  thc^rave."  > 

December  1 5,  17  J  i •  "  HcfC  ^re  Xhf . 6rA  ft»ps,to^ 
wards  the  ruin  of  an  exceUent  .I|4iniftry^  for  I  look 
upon  them  as  certainly  ruined. .  Some  are  of  opmion 
the  whole  Miniftry  will  give  up  their  places  next  week  s 
others  imagine,,  when  the  feflion  is.  over.  I  do  rcfolvc, 
if  they  give  up,  or  are  turned  out  foon,  to  rcjirc  for 
fome  nionths,  and  I  have  pitched  uppn  the  place-  al- 
ready :  I  would  be  out  of  the  way,  upon  the  firft  of  thp 
ferment ;  for  they  lay  all  things  upon  me^  even  fomC}! 
have  never  read."  , 

Lord  Oxford  now  perceived  the  ill  effe&s  of  his  top 
great  fecurity  $  but  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  firpfineft 
of  mind,  inftead  of  being  daunted  at  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  affairs,  he  applied  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  rc<* 
brieve  what  had  been  loft.  Swift  fpeaks  of  him.  as  a 
man  fruitful  in  expedients,  and  fays,  '*  He  never  wanted 
a  referve  upon  any  emergency,  which  would  appear 
defperate  to  others :  "  and  never  did  any  occafion  call 
more  for  the  exertion  of  fuch  talents.  The  firft  necef- 
fary  ftep  was  to  get  the  Queen  back  out  of  the  han^s 
jinto  which  ihe  had  fallen^  and  then  to  fis^  her  fteadily  in 
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llie  purfqlc  of  hU  meafurts.  He  had  the  addrcfs  ver^ 
Uk^  to  regain  the  Queen's  favour  and  confldence ;  and 
the  firit  nfe  he  made  of  it  was  to  reftore  the  Majoritf 
he  had  Joft  in^thp  Houfc  of  Lords,  by  engaging  her  to 
create  twelve  new  Peers  ac  once.  Tbis^  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, was  a  defperate  ftep^  but  the  defperate  (late  of 
their  affairs  required  it.  Swifc»  in  fpeaking  of  this 
point,  iays,  **  Yet,  after  all,  it  is  a  ftrange,  unhappy 
neceflity^  of  making  fo  many  Peers  together  j  but  the 
Queen  has  drawn  it  upon  herfelf  by  her  trimming  and 
moderation.'* .  This  could  not  fail,  however,  of  raifing 
great  clamours  a^nd  jealouiies  in  the  people.  <'  The 
adycrfe  party,"  .(fays  Swift  in  his  Hiftory)  "  being  thus 
driven  down  by  open  force,  had  nothing  left  but  to 
complain,  which  they  loudly  did  :  that  it  was  a  perni- 
dous  example  fet  for  ill  Princes  to  follow,  who,  by  the 
fame  rulf ,  might  make  at  any  time  a  hundred  as  well 
as  twelve>i  and  by  thefe  means  become  matters  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  whenever  they  pleafed,  which  would 
be  dangerous  to  our  liberties." 

This  unpopular  meafure  was  quickly  followed  by 
another,  which  raifed  a  univerfal  clamour  both  at  home 
and  abro^  ^  and  that  was,  the  difmiOing  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  from  all  his  employments.  This  aft, 
whatever  danger  might  attend  it,  was,  to  the  M iniftry, 
an  ad  of  neceflity ;  for  matters  were  then  carried  to 
iuch  a  height;,  that  there  was  no  alternative,  but  either 
the  Duke,  or  the  Miniftry,  muft  fall.  However, 
though  it  kept  th^m  in  for  the  time,  it  rendered  their 
iituation  exceedingly  precarious.  The  people,  alarmed 
at  tke  difmiflal  of  fo  great  and  fortunate  a  General,  in 
the  midll  of  a  war,  expeded  nothing  to  follow  but  a 
ihami^ful  Peace.  The  clamour  for  the  continuance  of 
Che  war,  became  louder  than  ever,  which  was  helped 
lOa  by  the  prefcnce  of  Prince  Eugene^  who  had  lately 
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arrived  in  England,  with  the  largcfir  propoials  fix)m  the 
Emperor  for  that  purpofc.  All  the  Envoys  from  the 
Allies  beftirrcd  themfelvcs  every  where  to  raiic  a  fpirit 
for  War ;  and  the  Whigs,  enraged  to  the  lall  degree, 
it  the  total  lofs  of  their  pOwer,  by  the  fall  of  their 
Chief,  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  roufe  the  people.  In 
a  (hort  time,  the  nation  feemed  to  have  but  one  voice, 
which  was,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war;  and  it  was 
certain,  that  if  the  Miniftry  could  not  carry  a  Peace, 
it  was  impoflible  they  flioiild  ftand.  In  this  critical  fi- 
tuation  of  affairs  it  was,  that  Swift's  talents  Ihonc  fortK 
in  their  Kigheft  luftre.  It  was  at  this  jundture,  that  his 
celebrated  political  Traft,  called,  The  ConduB  of  the 
Jlliesy  produced  fuch  marvellous  efFefts.  Never  did 
uny  thing  of  that  nature  caufe  fo  fudden  a  change  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  immediately  pafled  through 
fcven  editions,  and  eleven  thoufand  of  them  were  fold 
in  Icfs  than  a  month.  The  Members,  during  the  re* 
cefs,  had  full  time  to  read  and  confider  it  well;  and 
Swift,  in  his  Journal,  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  effefts  which  it  produced,  February  4,  17 11.. 
*'  The  rtoufe  of  Commons  have  this  day  made  many 
fevcre  votes  about  our  being  abufcd  by  our  Allies* 
Thofe  who  fpoke,  drew  all  their  arguments  from  my 
hook,  and  their  votes  confirm  all  I  wrote.  The  Court 
had  a  majority  of  150.  All  agree,  that  it  was  my 
book  that  fpu^ited  them  to  thefe  refolutions/*  And 
Aortly  afterwards,  fpcaking  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  he 
fays,  February  8.  "  The  refolutions,  printed  the  other 
day  in  the  votes,  are  almoft  quotations  from  it,  and 
would  never  have  paffcd,  if  that  book  had  not  l)cen 
written.'*  That  Swift  had  taken  uncommon  pains 
about  this  Traft,  appears  from  another  paiTage,  where 
he  fays,  "  It  is  fit  it  (hould  anfwer  the  pains  I  have  been 
at  about  it/-     Thus  did  the  Do£br  amply  fulfil  his 
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pred\6k\on  with  rcgaJ-d  to  this  book,  in  a  paflagfc  bcfort 
titcd,  where  he  fayJj,  *'  We  have  ho  quiet  with  the 
Whig^i  they  are  fo  violent  agairtft  1  Peate  *  but  I  will 
cool  them  with  a  vengeance,  very  foon,"  The  voictf 
of  the  ConrtnrtonS  was  immediately  backed  by  a  great 
majority  withodt  doors,  who  were  made  converts  by  thd 
lime  arguments.  Thus  was  the  Miniftry  indebted  ta 
Swift,  not  only  for  their  immediate  prefcrvation,  front 
a  defti-uftion  which  feemed  inevitable,  but  for  fuch  a 
folid  eftablilhment  in  futurej  as  could  neithtr  be  un-a 
dermined  or  (hakeri  by  the  arts  6r  violence  of  their  ene- 
mies  i  and  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  biit  from  their  owii 
diflcntions  arrioYig  themftlves.  After  fo  fignal  a  fer- 
vice,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  grew  into  the  dccpeft  con- 
fidence with  them,  and  that  they  ever  after  cheriflirid 
him  in  their  bdfoms. 

As  the  Miniftry  were  now  Sit  full  libefty  to  purfud 
their  political  plan  with  JTecurityi  and  to  take  all  propei* 
xneafures  towards  bringing  about  a  Peace  j  S^ift,  whofd 
^£liye  fpirit  fccms  to  have  known  ho  reft  at  thit  junc-i 
ture,  and  who  was  eager  to  make  life  of  the  influence 
he  had  dbtainedj  towards  doing  fome  gfeat  public 
good,  laid  hold  of  this  opportun  ty  td  prefs  his  plan  o^ 
in  acadcnrty.  In  a  letter  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Dublin j 
March  29,  1712,  he  fays,  "  I  Iatcly,wrdte  a  letter  o^ 
^bout  thirty  pages  to  Lord  Treafurer,  by  way  of  pro-^ 
j^fal  for  an  academy,  to  orreftj  elilargei  and  afcer* 
tain  the  Englifti  language:  and  he  and  I  have  named 
above  twenty  perfons  of  both  parties  to  be  members. 
I  will  (hohly  ^rint  the  letter,  and  I  hope  fomething  of 
it.  Your  Grace  fees  I  am  a  projeftor  tod/*  In  a  fub-« 
fequent  one,  he  fays,  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  "  My 
Lord  Treafurer  has  often  promifed  he  will  advance  my 
rielign  of  an  acadcnriy,  fo  have  my  Lord  Keeper  and 
all  the  Miriifters  j  but  they  sire  ^ow  too  bufy  to  think 
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of  any  thing  belide  what  they  have  upon  the  anvil.  Mf 
Lord  Treafurer  and  I  have  already  pitched  upon  twenty 
members  of  both  parties  f  but  perhaps  it  may  all  come 
to  nothing." 

And  afterwards,  in  another  letter,  he  fays,  **  As  for 
an  academy  to  correfb  and  fettle  our  language,  Jjord 
Treafurer  talked  of  it  often  very  warmly;  but  I  doubt 
IS  yet  too  bufy  until  the  Peace  be  over." 

Swift  indeed  foon  found, -that  bis  eager&efs  to  ac- 
complilh  a  point,  which  h^  had  fo  much  at  heart,  had 
made  him  pufh  it  at  an  inrrproper  feaibn ;  not  only  as 
the  hands  of  the  Miniftry  were  full,  but  as  be  himfelf 
£iad  work  enough  cut  out  for  hinri  of  another  kind.  A 
numerous  body  of  the  Whig  writers  were  continually 
aflaulting  the  Miniftry,  with  the  utmoft  violence  ;  and 
thejc  relied,  for  their  defence,  on  the  finglc  arm  of  their 
doughty  champion.  Swift. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  two  champions,  on  whom  the 
Whigs  moft  depended,  were  Bifhop  Burnet  and  Mr, 
Steel  (afterwards  Sir  Richard)  well  known  to  the  world 
as  writer  of  the  greateft  number  of  thofe  ingenious^ 
EiTays,  which  appeared  under  the  titles  of  the  Tatlers„ 
SpeAators,  and  Guardians.  They  placed  great  hopes^ 
in  two  pamphlets,  publilhed  about  this  time ;  one  by 
Biflbop  Burnet,  under  the  title  of  At  Inireduffhn  to  the 
third  Volume  of  his  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation:  the  other 
by  Mr.  Steele,  called,  ^he  Crifis.  Thefc  two  were 
immediately  anfwered  by  Swift,  with  fuch  infinite  hu- 
mour, wit,  ridicule,  and  ftrengtl)  of  argument,  as  not 
only  blunted  the  edge  of  thofe  pieces,  but  lowered  the 
confequcnce  of  the  Authors  tbemfelves  fo  much,  by 
raifmg  the  laugh  ftrongly  againft  them,  as  to  deprive 
them  of  the  power  of  doing  future  mifchief.  We  may 
j^udge  of  the  efFeft  which  thofe  two  pamphlets  mult 
have  produced  at  that  critical  time,  when  we  confider 
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^jth  what  delight  they  are  read  at  this  day>  on  account 
bf  their  ii>trin(xc  merit,  though  we  are  little  interclted 
With  regard  to  tht  events  which  gave  them  birth;    This 
indeed  difiinguiflies  Swift's  political  trads   from  all- 
others  5  that  thefc  were  written  for  a  day ;  his,  for  per- 
petuity: they  borrowed  their  chief  merit  ftom  circum* 
ftances  and  times  J  his,  fiom  the  immenfity  of  his  gc-» 
nius;  their  chief  value   arofe  from  fafhion,  hi&,  from 
weight.     And  he  Teems  to  have  had  the  fame  advantage 
over  bis  antagonids^  as  Homer  has  given  to  Achilles^ 
by  cloathing  him  in  celeftial  armour,  and  furni(hing 
him  with  weapons  of  ethereal  temper. 
.  It  may  perhaps  fcem  furprifing,  that  after  fo  many 
and  fuch   important  ferviccs,   Swift  fbould  have  re-* 
maincd  fo  long  without  preferment,  or  reward  of  any 
kind  i  and  the  Miniftry  have  on  that  account  been  char- 
ged with  ingratitude  towards  him.     But  they  were  far 
from  being  unaiindful  of  his  merits,  and  had  recom^ 
mended  him  to  the  Queen  to  fill  a  vacant  Biihoprick^ 
but  the  Ducbefs  of  Somerfet,  who  entertained  an  im^ 
placable  hatred  againft  himj  determined  to  move  Hea* 
ven  and  Earth  to  prevent  his  promotion  taking  p)ace^% 
Sh^  firft  prevailed  on  the  Archbilhop  of  York  to  oppofe. 
it,  whoft  remarkable  cxprefllon  to  thfc  Queen  was,  Thai 
her  Majefyjhould  be  Jure  that  the  man  wbvm/he  was  going  t^ 
make  a  Bijkapy  was  a  Cbriftian.    But  as  h«  could  give  no 
better  colour  for  this  furmife,  than  that  Swift  was  fup-* 
|)ofed  to  he  the  Author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,   the 
Biihop  was  conOdered  as  adting  officiodfly,  out  of  too 
iodifcreet  a  zealj  and  his  interpofition  was  of  no  avail. 
The  Duchefs  then  went  in  pcrfon  to  the  Queen,  and^ 
throwing  hcrfelf  on  her  knces^  entreated^  with  tears  irt 
her  eyes,  that  Ihe  would  not  give  the  Bilhoprick  to 
Swift}  at  the  fame  time  prefcnting  to  her  that  excef* 
fivcly  bitter  copy  of  verfcsj  which  Swift  had  written 
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againft  her,  called,  ^he  Wind/or  Prophecy.  The  C2[ueeny 
Upon  reading' them,  was  ftung  with  rcfentmcnt  at  the 
very  feverc  treatpjcnt  which  he  had  given  to  a  Lady,  who 
was  known  to  ftand  highly  in  her  favour,  and  as  a  mark 
of  her  difpleafure,  pafTed  Swift  by,  and  beftowed  the 
BiQioprick  on  another. 

As  fopn  as  it  was  known  that  Swift  was  in  difgrace 
with  the  Queen,  his  enemies  began  to  attack  him  front 
all  quarters;  and,  as  is  nfual  in  fuch  cafes,  his  Courc 
friends  in  general  either  deferted  hinri,  or  looked  coldly 
on  hint.  There  were  fevcral  fpecches  made  agarnfl: 
him,  both  in  the  Houfc  of  Lords  and  Commons;  par- 
ticularly by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  \vt  the  former,  and 
Mr.  Wa-lpote  (afterwards  Sir  Robert)  and  Mr.  AiflabiCy 
who  had  before  ptofcffed  much  friencMhip  for  him,  in 
the  latter.     The  Scotch  Lords  went  ir>  a  body  to  the 

^Quecn,  to  complain  of  the  Author  of  st  Pamphlet^ 
called  The  publie  fpirit  of  ibe  fVbigs,  in  which  were  ma- 
ny paffages  highly  injurious  tathe  honour  of  their  na- 
tion, and  defirrng  tbat  the  Author  might  be  brought  to* 
condign  punilhmcnt.  According}yy  a  reward  was  of- 
fered by  proclamation,  of  three  hundred  pounds,  for 
the  difcovery  of  Che  Author  of  that  piece.  But  Swift 
was  a  man  of  too  much  courage,  and  knew  his  own* 
ilrengch  too  well,  to  be  much  alarmed  at  all  thcfc  threat- 
ening appearances^  Inftead  of  Fctiring,^  he  ftood  boldly 
on  his  defence.     His  friend  Lord  Oxford  too,  and  the 

'  reft  of  the  Miniftry,  efpoufed  his  caufe  fa  warmly,  an* 
exerted  their  influence  fo  ftrongly  in  Kis  behalf,  that 
he  foon  appeared  again  at  Court  in  Ivigher  favour  than* 
ever. 

In  April  17 13^  foon  after  th^  concluiion  of  the  peace,- 
he  was  appointed  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  in  Dublin ;  and 
in  the  beginning  of  June  following  he  fct  out  for  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  be  inftallcd.     His  intention  was,  cot 
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take  up  his  rcfidence  there  for  fome  time ;  but  the  Mi- 
Tiiftry,  to  whom  his  prefence  was  become  ncceffary, 
would  not  fuffer  it  -,  and  were  fo  importunate  for  his 
return^  that,  after  he  had  pafled  thro*  the  neceflary 
forms,  and  recovered  from  an  indifpofition,  which  had 
<x>nfined  him  fome  time  at  his  living  in  the  country,  he 
Tetumed  to  London,  tho'  very  unwillingly  *.  tJpon 
his  arrival,  he  found  his  prefence  neceffary  on  two  very 
material  accounts.  One  was,  to  prevent  if  pofllble  a 
rupture  between  the  ^inifters,  which  was  daily  threat^- 
«ned,  as  they  had  no  longer  the  tie  of  common  danger 
to  dement  them,  fince  the  conclulion  of  the  Peace : 
the  other  was,  to  defend  the  Articles  of  that  Peaces 
which  were  now  violently  attacked.  In  the  former  of 
thefe  points,  he  fucceeded  for  fome  time  fo  far  as  to 
-make  them  keep  fair  appearances  towards  each  other^ 
whatever  ill  will  might  be  rankling  in  their  hearts.  And 
with  regard  to  the  latter,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the 
finiftiing  of  the  Miftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  in 
which  he  had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs,  before  he 
had  gone  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  Deanery.  He  was 
likewife  particularly  employed  at  this  junAure  with  re^ 
lation  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  where  party-rage  had, 
at  that  time  broken  out  into  feveral  violent  and  danger- 
ous a6ts.  When  he  had  finiflied  the  Hiftory,  he  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Oxford  and  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  in  order  that  it  might  be  publi(hed|  and  foon 
after  returned  to  his  Deanry.  But  he  had  fcarcely  ar- 
rived there,  when  there  were  a  f  hundred  letters  fcnt 

*  In  a  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin*  date4  from  Ireland,  he 

'  fays*  '<  If  your  Grace  goeth  to  London  from  the  Bath^  I  believe  I  may 

have  the  honour  of  wi^iting  on  you,  altho'  I  fhall  do  all  in  my  power 

to  fave  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  journey,  which  neither  my  fortune  nor  my 

j^^chw^llvery  well  bear." 

t  Sc9  Swift's  letter  to  the  late  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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«fter  him  to  recall  him  with  all  fpced,  in  order  to  nfh 
Jiis  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  Minifters  j  ^ho,  foon  af- 
ter he  had  turned  his  back,  had  come  to  an  open  rupturo; 
Upon  this  intelligence,    Swift  returned  immediately^ 
tho'  he  had  fcarce  been  a  fortnight  in  Dublin.     Upon 
his  arrival,   he  contrived  to  bring  Lord  Oxford  and 
Lord  Bolingbroke  together  at  Lord  Mafliam'sj  where 
he  was  left  alone  with  them,  and  expodulated  freelf 
with  both,  but  to  little  effe6t.    However,  they  agreed  to 
^o  to  Windfor  together  the  next  day.  Swift,  hoping  they 
might  come  to  it  more  free  explanation  in  a  iete  ^  tjite^ 
than  in  the  prefencc  of  a  third  perfon,  pretended  bufrs 
Ti^k  the  next  morning,  and  fent  them  together  to  Wind- 
for.    He  followed  foon  after,   but  found  his  fchenfw 
had  not  produced  the  d^fired  cffe£t.    He  had  one  meet* 
ing  more  with  them,  and  finding  the  breach  irrccon-t 
^ileable,  he  told  theqi  he  refolved  to  retire,  faying, 
that,  as  he  was  a  common  friend  to  both,   he  would 
tiot,  upon  a  breach,   take  part  with  either.     And  as  he 
forefaw  nothing  front)  their  difunion,  but  what  lyould 
be  fatal  to  the  general  intcreft,  he  was  determined  to 
have  no  farther  concern  with  public  affairs.     Swift  bq 
fhis  oecaGon  aded  the  part  of  a  jealous  and  di (inter 
rcfled  friend,   but  he  found  no  one  to  fecond  him  | 
which  he  laments  in  fcveral  places,    as  he  imagined  if 
pthcrs  had  done  thdr  duty  a  reconcilement  might  have 
been  effefted.     In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  he  fays,  "  I 
pnly  wiih  my  endeavqurs  had  fucceeded  better,  in  tbo 
tgreat  point  I  had  at  hearty  which  was  th^t  of  reconci- 
ling the  Minifters  to  each  other,     This  might  have 
been  done,  if  others,  who  had  more  concern,  and  more 
influence,  would  have  afted  their  parts;   and  if  this 
had  fucceeded,  the  public   intcrefl,  both  off  Church 
and  Sfate,  would  not  have  been  the  worfe,  nor  the 
Proteftant  Socccffiod  frndan^rcd.**     Eiit  Swift  wa^ 
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l^obably  the  only  man  among  th^m,  w}k)  had  either 
the  intcrcft  of  the  public,  or  of  the  Minillers  at  heart  $ 
the  reft  feem  rather  to  have  been  wholly  intent  upoil 
confidering  how  their  own  private  advantage  might  be 
promoted  by  this  breach,  and  lifted  themfelvcs  under 
the  feveral  leaders  with  this  view.  Had  Swift  been  a 
fclfilh  man,  he  nught  certainly  have  made  what  terms 
tie  pleafed ;  as  his  weight,  thrown  into  either  (calc^ 
would  have  been  of  great  moment.  Bot  he  was  aftuv 
ated  lapon  this  occafion  by  that  high  principle  of  ho*- 
nour,  from  which  he  never  fwerved  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  Jife, 

*  By  faftion  tir'd,  with  grief  he  waits  a-while« 
His  great  contending  friends  to  reconcile. 
Performs  what  friendlhip,  juftice^  truth  rec^ttire ;  - 
What  could  he^  more,  but  decently  retire  ? 

After  his  laft  fruitlcfs  conference  with  the  Minifter^ 
Swift  immediately  retired,  as  he  faid  he  would,  to  9, 
/riend's  houfe  in  Berkfhire.  But  this  retirement  wa;^ 
not  owing  to  a  timid  difpofition,  which  might  prompt 
him  to  be  out  of  harm's  way  at  this  dangerous  junc^ 
ture  i  nor  to  a  principle  of  trimming,  which  might  inr 
duce  him  to  lie  upon  the  lurch  'till  he  faw  which  party 
sn  the  Miniftry  fliould  gain  the  afcendant;.  no,  it  was 
ifrom  a  motive  contbnant  to  the  noblenefs  of  hi$  mind^ 
He  bad  already  acquitted  himfelf  to  the  utipoft  in  point 
of  friendihip  to  the  Minifters  ^  and  by  endeavouring  to 
unite  them,  had  taken  the  fliorteft  and  fureft  way  to 
fervc  the  common  caufe.  When  this  was  found  inv^ 
pradicable,  he  thought  his  duty  to  the  public,  at  fp 
{critical  a  conjuncture,  paramount  to  all  other  confidej^ 
gtipay  whatfoever^   he  therefore  retired,  in  order  to 

♦  Swift*s  vcrfes  on  himfelf/ 
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have  leifbre  tQ  lay  open  to  the  World  the  trae  caufes  of 
phe  violent  diforders  qf  the  State,  let  it  oflTend  whom  it 
^¥oqldi  tpd  to  poiat  out  the  only  remedies  that  could 
cffea  a  ipurc,  however  unpalatable  they  might  prove  tp 
fome  of  his  b^it  friends.  It  was  on  this  occafion  that 
'  jie  wrote  that  fpirited  Pamphlet,  called,  Sme  fre^ 
Xhougbfs  upon  tbeprefptt  State  of  Jf airs ;  in  which,  with 
great  boldnefs,  he  (rharges  the  Miniflefs  as  the  chi^f 
(caufes  of  the  reigning  diforders,  from  (heir  mifcondu^^; 
and  lays  the  greatefl:  lo^d  of  blame  on  (he  r^ian  whon[i 
Jie  loved  beft  ip  the  world,  Lord  Oxford.  A^i^g  '(^ 
f  his,  like  a  friendly  and  fkilful  furgeon,  who  lays  ope^i 
the  fore  to  the  bottom^  however  painful  the  operation 
may  prove  to  the  patient,  when  he  fees  no  other  way 
of  preventing  a  gangrene.  The  general  blame  which 
htt  throws  out  upon  the  Miniftry,  is  prefaced  in  thi^ 
manner  :  ^Mt  may  be  matter  of  no  little  admiration^ 
CO  confider,  in  fome  lights,  the  ftate  of  affairs  among^ 
us  for  four  years  pad.  The  Queen,  finding  herfelf  and 
the  majority  of  her  kingdom  grown  weary  of  the  ava- 
rice and  the  infolepce,  the  niiftaken  politics  and  de- 
ftruftive  principles  of  her  former  Minifters ;  calls  tQ 
the  fcrvice  pf  the  public  another  fct  of  men,  who,  by 
confcflion  of  their  enemies^  had  equal  abilities,  at 
leaft,  with  their  predeccffors  j  whofc  intereft  made  it 
neccffary  for  them  (altho*  their  inclinations  had  been 
otherwifc)  to  aft  upon  thofc  maxims  which  were  moft 
agreeable  tp  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State; 
whofe  birth  and  patrimonies  gave  them  weight  in  the 
nation,  and  who  (I  fpeak  of  thofe  who  were  to  have  the 
phicf  part  in  affairs)  had  long  lived  under  the  ftrifteft 
bonds  of  friendfhip^  With  all  thefe  advantages,  fup- 
portcd  by  a  va^ft  majority  of  the  landed  intereft,  and 
^he  inferior  Clergy  to  a  man,  we  have  feveral  times  feen 
the  prcfcnt  Adnjioiftration  in  the  grpaxeft  diftrcfs,  an4 
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?rery  near  the  brink  of  ruin,  together  with  the  caufe 
of  the  Church  and  Monarchy  coo^mictcd  to  their 
charge :  neither  dof!3  it  appear  to  me,  at  the  minute  I 
am  now  writing,  that  their  power  or  duration  is  upon 
any  tolerable  foot  of  fecurity^  which  I  do^iot  fo  much 
impute  to  the  addrcfs  and  induftry  of  their  enemies,  as 
to  fome  failures  among  themfelves,  which  I  think  have, 
been  full  as  vifible  in  their  caufes,  as  their  efFcfts.** 

He  then  proceeds  to  enumerate  feveral  of  thofc  fail*- 
ings,  among  which,  that  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
following  paragraph  is  particularly  levelled  at  lx>rd 
Oxford.  "  I  muft  therefore  take  the  boldnefs  to  afiert, 
that  all  thefe  difcontents,  how  ruinous  foever  theyma^ 
prove  in  their  confequences,  have  moft  unneceiTarilf 
arifen  from  the  want  of  a  due  communifation  and  concert • 
Every  man  muil  have  a  light  fufiicieot  for  the  length  of 
the  way  he  is  appointed  to  go :  there  i$  a  degree  of 
confidence  due  to  all  ftations  i  and  a  petty  conilable 
will  neither  aA  chearfully,  nor  wifely,  without  that 
Ihare  of  it,  which  properly  belongs  to  him ;  altho'  the 
main  fpring  of  a  watch  be  out  of  fight,  there  is  an  in- 
termediate communication  between  it  and  the  fmallefl: 
wheel,  or  clfe  no  ufcfgl  mptiop  cotild  be  performed. 
This  refervedj  myfteriou3  way  of  a<J^ing,  upon  pointy 
where  there  appeared  not  the  le^ft  occafion  for  it,  and 
towards  perfons,  who,  ^t  leaft  in  right  of  their  pods, 
iexpefted  a  more  open  (regtment,  was  imputed  to  fome 
hidden  defign,  whi<;h  every  man  conjeftur^d  tP  b^  the 
yery  thing  he  was  moft  afraid  of. 

f  *  But  the  effefts  of  this  myftical  manner  of  proceed- 
ing did  not  end  here :  for  the  late  diflentions  between 
(he  great  men  at  Court  (which  have  been  for  fome  time 
paft  the  public  entertainment  of  every  coffee-houfe) 
are  f^id  to  have  arifen  from  the  fame  fountain  ;  while^^ 
pi)  one  fi^e,  very  grp^t  refervc^^  an^l  c^f^inly  very  great 
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f^Tentment  on  the  other^  hare  inflamed  animoflcies  to 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  make  all  reconcilement  impra£ki- 
cable*  Suppofing  this  to  "be  true,  it  may  fervc  for  a 
great  leflTon  of  humiliation  to  mankind,  to  behold  the 
habits  and  paflfions  of  men,  otherwife  highly  accom* 
pliflied,  triumphing  over  intereft,  friendlhip,  honour^ 
and  their  own  perfonal  fafccy,  as  well  as  that  of  their 
country  j  and  probably  of  a  moft  gratious  Princcfs, 
who  had  entrufted  it  to  them.  A  fliip -s  crew  quarrel- 
ling in  a  ftoftn,  or  while  their  enemies  are  within  gun- 
ihot,  is  but  a  faint  idea  of  this  fatal  infatuation ;  of 
vhich,  altho*  it  be  hard  to  fay  enough,  fome  people 
may  think  perhaps  I  have  already  faid  too  much." 

From  the  above  parages,  it  is  clear  that  Swift  was 
determined  not  to  fpare  the  incifion  knife  on  this  occa- 
lion.  And  from  the  whole  drift  of  the  pamphlet,  it  is 
"highly  probable,  he  had  difcovercd  that  both  Lx>rd  Ox-. 
ford  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  had  long  fince  loft  fight  of 
the  public  intereft,  which  had  at  firft  cemented  them, 
and  had  each  no  other  objeft  in  view,  but  that  of  gra- 
tifying his  ambition.  It  could  not  efcape  a  man  of  his 
penetration,  that  they  were  in  the  condition  of  Pompcy 
and  C«far  5  whereof  the  one  could  not  bear  an  equal, 
nor  the  other  a  fuperior.  He  rcfolved  therefore  to  fe- 
parate  bimfelf  from  them  both,  and  try  what  he  could 
^o  apart  for  the  public  intereft.  As  he  found  private 
admonition  inefFeftual  to  perfuade,  he  determined  to 
fry  whether  public  Ihame,  and  the  fear  of  the  total  dc- 
fcrtion  of  their  party,  mighj:  not  compel  them  to  a  dif. 
charge  of  their  duty.  He  pointed  out  the  only  mean^ 
i(7hich  could  effeftually  put  things  once  more  on  a  pro- 
per footing ;  and  as  he  well  knew  Lord  Oxford's  uri- 
villingnefs  to  purfue  thofe  means,  he  was  rcfolved  to 
-^Irive  him  to  it,  thro'the  fear  of  his  being  defcrtc4 
ptherwife  both  by  his  party^  and  the  Queen  ;  which  la 
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evidently  the  tendency  of  the  laft  paragraph  in  this 
|Mece.  *'  To  conclude :  the  only  way  of  fccuring  thfc 
Conftitution  in  Church  and  Stye,  and  confequently  this 
very  Proteftant  Succeflion  itfclf,  will  be  the  kflening 
the  power  of  our  dooieftic  adverfaries  as  mtich  as  caa 
poffibly  confift  with  the  lenity  of  our  Government  -,  and 
•if  this  be  not  Ijpecdily  done, .  it  will  he  eafy  <topcint  wbert 
4be  nation  is  to  fix  the  blame:  for,  we  are  very  well  afiU- 
red,  that  fincethe  account  her  M^gcfty  received  of  ijie 
cabals,  the  triunnphs,  the  infolent  behaviour  of  the 
whole  faftion  during  her  late  illncfs  at  Windfor,  ^^  A4asy 
^een  as  willing  to  fee  them  deprived  of  all  power  to  do  mf- 
^hief  as  any  of  her  moll  zealouk  and  loyal  ibbje&s  can 
4cfire," 

There  was  tio  opportunity  however  of  trying  what 
•cffeA  this  Piece  would  have  had,  as  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  foon  after  it  went  to  prefs,  pu^  a  (lop  to  the 
publication.  This  event  alfo  put  an  end  to  all  Swift's 
noble  defigns  for  the  public  benefit,  and  cut  off  at 
once  all  his  own  future  profpeds.  This  was  a  terrible 
blow  to  the  whole  party  j  bat,  tho'  it  was  felt  by  no 
one  more  feverely  than  by  Swift,  he  had  too  much  for^ 
titude  to  fink  under  it.  There  is  an  admirable  picture 
given  of  him  upon  this  occafion,  by  a  few  ftrokes  of 
the  mafterJy  hand  of  an  Arbuthnot  **.  *'  I  have  i^t\^ 
9^  letter  from  Dean  Swift  9  he  keep$  up  his  noble  fpirit^ 
^d  tho'  like  a  man  knock'd  down,  you  may  behol4 
him  ftill  with  a  ftern  CQunteiiwce,  ^pd  ajmii^  a  bloif 
^t  his  adverfaries/' 

In  a  few  weeks  after  this  event.  Swift  returned  ta 
\i\^  Deanery  in  Ireland,  where  he  continued  many  year^ 
l^ithout  vifiting  England. 

Before  we  accompany  him  intq  exile,  ioit  as  fuch  he 
fflw^y^  confidered  it,  kt  us  take  a  review  of  his  conduft 

*  i|Ctter  to  Pope, . 
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during  the  moft  diftinguilhcd  asra  of  his  life,  when  hr 
had  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  all  the  great  talents  of 
his  mind>  and  the  excellent  qualities  of  his  hearty  in  a 
moft  confpicuous  light.  His  engaging  with  the  new 
Miniftry  was  not  either  tfie  effcft  of  a  fudden  refolu- 
tion,  or  of  accident.  He  had  long  forefeen  the  change, 
and  determined  what  part  he  fhould  take^  whenever  it 
fiiould  be  brought  about;  altho'  he  prudently  con- 
cealed his  thoughts^  till  the  event  happened.  It  was 
before  mentioned,  that  Mr.  Harley  had  very  nearly 
fuccccdcd  in  fupplanting  the  Whig  Miniftry  in  the  year 
1708,  two  years  before  he  adually  effefted  it.  While 
this  was  in  agitation,  we  find  that  Swift  infinuates  his 
own  intentions  to  his  friend  the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin^ 
in  a  letter  dated  November  9,  1708.  "  Altho'  I  care 
not  to  mingle  public  affairs  with  the  intereft  of  fo  pri^ 
vate  a  peribn  as  myfelf,  yet,  upon  fuch  a  revolution, 
not  knowing  how  far  my  friends  may  endeavour  to  en- 
gage me  in  the  fervice  of  a  new  Government,  1  would 
beg  your  Grace  to  have  favourable  thoughts  of  me  on 
fuch  an  occafion  s  and  to  alTure  you,  that  no  profpeft  of 
making  my  fortune,  (hall  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  go 
againft  what  becometh  a  man  of  confcience  and  truthj 
and  an  entire  friend  to  the  eftabl^^ied  Church.** 

However,  as  the  defign  failed  at  that  time.  Swift 
made  no  advances  to  the  Tories,  but  kept  himfelf  at 
large,  waiting  for  the  event  j  which  he  forefaw  would 
certainly  be  brought  about  in  time.  He  had  leifure 
mean  while  to  lay  down  to  himfelf  the  maxims  by  which 
his  conduft  (hould  be  regulated,  whenever  fuch  a  revo« 
lution  fhould  take  place. 

As  there  was  much  obloquy  thrown  on  the  charac- 
ter of  Swift,  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  defertion  of 
the  Whigs,  and  going  over  to  the  Tories,  as  fopn  as 
(hey  got  into  power,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  what 
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foundation  the  Whigs  had  for  fuch  a  charge  againft 
hinri. 

'  Swift,  in  his  Mcitioirs  relative  to  the  change  in  the 
Queen's  Miniftry,  gives  th^  following  account  of  his 
firft  introduftion  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Whig  party. 
Speaking  of  his  Pamphlet,  entitled  The  Contejis  and 
tiijfentions  df  the  Nobles  and  Commons  in  Athens  and  Rome^ 
€5?f .  he  fays :  **  This  difcourfe  I  fent  very  privately  to 
the  prefs,  with  the  ftriaeft  injunftions  to  conceal  the 
author,  and  returned  immediate)y  to  my  refidence  in 
Ireland,  The  book  was  greedily  bought  and  read;* 
and  charged,  fonnetimes  upon  Lord  Sommers,  and 
fomctimes  upon  the  Bi(hop  of  Salisbury;  the  latter  of 
whom  told  me  afterwards,  that  he  was  forced  to  dilbwit 
it  in  a  very  public  manner,  for  fear  of  an  impeachment, 
"wherewith  he  was  threatened. 

"  Returning  next  year  for  England,  and  hearing  of 
the  great  approbation  this  piece  had  received,  which 
was  the  firft  I  ever  printed,  I  muft  confefs  the  vanity  of 
a  young  man  prevailed  with  me,  to  let  myfclf  be  known 
for  the  author :  upon  which  my  Lords  Sommers  and 
Hallifax,  as  well  as  the  Biflhop  abovementioned,  defi- 
red  my  acquaintance,  with  great  marks  of  efteem,  and . 
profeffions  of  kindnefs ;  not  to  mention  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  who  had  been  of  my  old  acquaintance. 
iThey  lamented  that  they  were  not  able  to  ferve  me  fince 
the  death  of  the  King,  and  were  very  liberal  in  promi- 
fing  me  the  grcateft  preferments  I  could  hope  for,  if 
ever  it  came  in  their  power.  I  (bon  grew  domcftic  with 
Lord  Halifax,  and  was  as  often  with  Lord  Sommers> 
as  the  formality  of  his  nature  (the  only  unconverfablc 
fault  he  had)  made  it  agreeable  to  me. 

"  It  was  then  I  began  to  trouble  myfelf  ^ith  tfhe  dif- 
ference between  the  principles  of  Whig  and  Tory ;  ha- 
ying formerly  employed  aSyftlf  in  other>  aiid  I  think, 

much 
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much  better  fpeculations :  I  talked  often  with  Lord 
Sommers  upon  this  fubjeftj  told  him,  that  having  beca 
long  converfant  with  the  Greek  and  Roman  Authors, 
and  therefore  a  lov<r  of  liberty,  I  found  myfelf  much 
inclined  to  be  what  they  called  a  Whig  in  politicks  i 
and  that  befldesj  I  thought  it  impoflibley  upon  any 
other  principles^  to  defend  the  Revolution  ;  but  as  tQ 
religion^  I  confefs  myfelf  to  be  a  High  Churchman, 
and  that  I  did  not  conceive  how  any  one^  who  wore  the 
habit  of  a  Clergyman,  could  be  otherwife.  That  I 
had  obferved  very  well  with  whatinfolence  and  haughti* 
ncfs  fomc  Lords  of  the  High-church  party  treated,  boC 
only  their  own  Chaplains,  but  all  other  Clergymen 
whatfoever  j  and  thought  this  fufficiently  recompenfed, 
by  their  profcflions  of  zeal  to  the  church.  That  I  had 
obferved  the  Whig  Lords  took  a  diredt  contrary  mea- 
iurc  J  treated  the  perfons  of  particular  Clergymen  with 
great  courtefy,  but  (hewed  much  ill-will  and  contempt 
for  the  order  in  general.  That  I  knew  it  was  ncceffary 
for  their  party  to  make  their  bottom  as  wide  as  they 
could,  by  taking  all  denominations  of  Proteftants  to  be 
members  of  their  body.  That  I  would  not  enter  into 
the  mutual  reproaches  made  by  the  violent  men  on  ei* 
thcr  fide ;  but  that  the  connivance  or  encouragement 
given  by  the  Whigs,  to  thofe  writers  of  pamphlets  who 
fcfledtcd  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Clergy,  without  any 
exception,  woulc^  unite  the  Church,  as  one  man,  to 
oppofe  them  i  and  that  I  doubted  his  Lordlhip's  friends 
did  not  confider  the  confcquence  of  this.  My  Lord 
Sommers,  in  appearance,  entered  very  warmly  into  the 
fame  opinion,  and  faid  very  much  of  the  endeavours 
he  had  often  ufcd,  to  redrefs  the  evil  I  complained  of^ 
This  his  Lordfhip,  as  well  as  my  Lord  Halifax,  to 
whom  I  have  talked  in  the  fame  manner,  can  very  well 
remember,  and  I  have  ifldced  been  told,  by  an  ha- 
3  nourablK 
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nourablc  gcntlemaa  f^  the  fame  party,  thai:  both  their 
Lordfhips,  about  the  time  of  Lord  Godolphin's  remo- 
val, did,  upon  occafion,  call  to  mind  what  I  had  faid. 
to  them  five  years  before." 

Hence  it  appears  evidently,  that  though  Swift  agreed 
with  the  Whigs  in  his  political  principles,  he  difiFcred 
totally  from  them  in  thofe  which  regarded  the  Church, 
and  therefore  was  confidered  by  them  only  as  a  half- 
brother  ',  on  which  account  they  were  not  very  felici- 
tous to  give  him  any  preferment^  though  they  wiihed 
to  keep  upon  good  terms  with  him,  by  making  many 
fair  promifcs,  which  it  feems  they  had  no  intention  to 
perform.  Of  this  we  have  already  feen  inftahces  in  the 
affair  of  his  Secretaryfliip  to  Vienna,  and  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Virginia.  Stung  with  this  treatment,  he  broke  off 
all  conneiflion  with  them  long  before  he  had  accefs  to 
any  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Tory  party,  and  while  the 
Whigs  were  yet  in  the  plenitude  of  power.  Nay,  be 
went  farther,  and  publilbed  fcveral  pieces  in  oppofition 
lo  their  meafures.  Of  which  take  the  following  ac-* 
count^  given  by  himfelf  in  his  Memoirs,  Gfc.  "  I 
mentioned  thefe  inCgnificant  particulars,  as  it  will  he 
cafily  judged,  for  fome  rcalbns  that  are  purely  perfonal 
to  myfclf i  it  having  been  objefted  by  feveral  of  thofe 
poor  pamphleteers,  who  have  blotted  fo  much  paper  to 
ihew  their  malice  againfl  me,  that  I  was  a  favourer  of 
the  Low-party.  Whereas  it  has  been  manifefl;  to  all 
men,  that  during  the  highefl  dominion  of  that  fzStiotig 
I  had  publiQied  feveral  Trafts  in  oppofition  to  the  mea-* 
fures  then  taken.  For  inftance,  A  Projedt  for  the  Re-r 
formation  of  Manners,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Countefs  of 
Berkeley  i  The  Sentiments  of  a  Church-of-England- 
^an;  An  Argument  againfl:  aboliibing  Chriftianity  ^ 
and,  lailly,  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Pitrliamenc^ 
againft  taking  off  the  Ted  in  Ireland,  vf,hiQh  1  have  al« 
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ready  irtcntidned  to  have  been  publiflicd  at  the  cirhc  t^^ 
Earl  of  Wharton  waS  fetting  out  to  his  government  of 
that  kingdom/' 

The  fame  cry  about  quitting  the  Whigs  wai  raifed 
againft  him  in  Ireland,  of  ^hich  ht  takes  the  following 
notice,  in  his  Journal  to  Stella.  "  Why  (hould  thd 
Whigs  think  I  came  to  England  to  l^ave  them  ?  fure 
my  journey  was  no  fecret.  I  proteft  Gncerely  1  did  all 
I  could  to  hinder  it,  as  the  Dean  can  tell  you,  although 
now  I  do  not  repent  it.  But  who  the  Devil  cares  what 
they  think  ?  Am  I  under  obligations  in  the  leaft  to  any 
of  them  all  ?  Rot  them,  for  ungrateful  dogs,  Fll  make 
them  repent  their  ufage  before  1  leave  this  place.  They 
fay  here  the  fame  thing  of  my  leaving  the  Whigs ;  but 
they  own  they  cannot  blame  me,  confidcring  the  treat-* 
ment  I  have  had/' 

On  his  arrival  in  London,  he  fays,  '^  The  Whigs  afd 
riviftied  to  fee  me,  and  would  lay  hold  oh  me  as  a  twig^ 
while  they  are  drowning,  and  the  great  men  are  ma- 
king me  their  clumfy  apologies,  6?r.  But  my  Lord 
Treafurer  (Godolphin)  received  me  with  a  great  deal 
of  coldnefs,  which  has  enraged  me  fo,  Lam  almoft 
vowing  revenge.*'  Soon  after  he  fays,  "  At  ten  I  went 
to  the  CofFee-houfe,  hoping  to  find  Lord  Radnor^ 
whom  I  had  not  feen.  He  was  there ;  and  for  an  houi* 
and  a  half  we  talked  treafon  heartily  againft  the  Whigs, 
their  baferrefs  and  ingratitude.  And  I  am  come  homcf 
rolling  refentments  in  my  mind;  and  framing  fchemcsJ 
of  revenge  j  full  of  which,  having  written  down  fomcf 
hints,  I  go  to  bed."  In  another  place,  "  'Tis  good  tor 
fee  what  a  lamentable  confeflion  the  Whigs  all  make 
me  of  my  ill  ufage,  but  I  mind  them  not.  1  am  aN 
ready  reprefented  to  Harley  as  a  difcontented  perfon^ 
that  was  ufcd  ill  for  not  being  Whig  enough  ;  and  I 
hope  for  good  ufage  from  him/'    In  a  letter  to  Arch-»- 
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bifiiop  Kirig,  September  9i  f^io,  ht  Jpeatcs  more  fully 
to  the  fanrle  cffeft.  *'  Vp6t\  my  arrival  here,  I  found 
myfelf  equally  cafefled  by  both  parties;  by  otie,  as  a 
fort  of  bough,  fof  drown irtg  rrieh  to  lay  hold  of  i  and 
by  the  othef,  as  one  difcontentcd  With  the  Ute  then  ift 
power,  for  not  being  thorough  in  their  defigns,  and 
therefore  ready  to  approve  prefent  things.  1  Was  tb 
vific  my  Lord  Godolphin,  who  gavt  rtic  a  receptioh 
ircry  unexpefted,  and  altogether  different  from  What  I 
ever  received  from  any  great  maft  in  my  lifej  altoge- 
ther fhort,  dry,  and  morofe  j  ndt  Worth  repeating  to 
your  Grace,  Until  I  have  the  honour  to  fee  you/' 

In  his  Journal,  OAobefi,  17  lo^  he  fays^  *«  Lord 
Halifax  began  a  health  to  me  to-day;  it  was  the /?<^- 
Jurreaion  of  the  V/bigs^  which  I  refufcd,  Unlefs  he  would 
add  their  Reformation  too  1  and  I  tdld  him  he  was  the 
Only  Whig  in  England  I  Idvcd,  or  had  any  good  opi* 
nion  of  *." 

tt  One 

*  What  obligation  Swift  had  to  that  Lord;  arid  hij  ^arty^  may  be 
feen  by  his  indorfinment  on  the  following  letter,  received  from  Lord 
Halifax. 

SIR,  Oaobtfr6i  I7<>9*  * 

My  friend,  Mr.  Addifon,  telling  me  that  he  was  to  write  to  yott 
to-night,  I  could  ndt  let  his  packet  go  away,  without  telling  you  how 
much  I  am  coilc€nied  td  find  them  returned  without  y5u.  I  ixsL  quif^ 
alhamed  for  myfelf  and  my  friends^  to  fee  yoil  left  id  a  pladd  fo  inca- 
pable of  Ufting  you ;  and  to  fee  fo  much  merit,  and  fo  great  qualities^ 
Unrewarded  by  thofe  who  arc  ieniible  of  th^m.  Mr*  Addifon  and  I, 
are  entered  into  a  new  confedferacy^  never  to  give  over  the  purfuit, 
nor  tt>  cea(e  renitndiiig.  fhofe  who  can  ferve  you,  till  your  worth  is 
|>laced  in  that  light  it  ought  to  ihine  i  Dr.  South  holds  oat  ftilh  bot 
he  cannot  be  immortah  The  fuuation  oi  his  Prebend  would  makd 
me  doubly  doncerned  in  ferving  you.  And  upon  all  occafions  that 
ftiall  offer,  I  will  be  your  conilant  folicitor,  your  (incer^  admirer^ 
and  your  unalterable  fricndi  I  am  your  moft  humble  and  obedien^ 
fervant,  Halifax^ 
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One  may  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  greatnefs  of  Swift's 
rcfcntment,  at  the  treatment  he  had  met  with  from  the 
Whigs,  from  a  paflage  in  his  Journal  of  the  following 
year,  after  the  wonderful  fuccefs  which  his  writings 
againft  them  had  met  with ;  where  he  fays,  "  I  have 
been  gaining  enemies  by  fcores,  and  friends  by  couples, 
which  is  againfl:  the  rules  of  wifdom ;  becaufe  they  fay, 
one  enemy  can  do  more  hurt,  than  ten  friends  can  do 
good.  But  I  have  had  my  revenge  at  leaft,  if  I  get  nor- 
thing elfe.     And  fo  let  fate  govern." 

I  have  been  the  longer  upon  this  article,  becaufe, 
however  Swift  might  have  been  acquitted  of  this  charge 
in  England,  where  the  real  date  of  the  cafe  was  known, 
I  always  found  the  imputation  keep  its  ground  in  Ire- 
land, and  his  charader  ftigmatized,  as  that  of  a  turn- 
coat for  preferment,  under  the  Tory-adminiftration. 

We  have  already  feen  with  what  eagernefs  Lord  Ox- 
ford embraced  the  firft  overtures  made  to  him  by  Swift, 
and  what  pains  he  took  to  engage  him  in  his  party.  As 
Swift  well  knew  his  own  confequence,  and  the  great 
neceflity  the  new  Miniftry  had  for  his  fervice,  it  is  cer- 
tain he  might  have  indulged  himfelf  at  fuch  a  jundure, 
in  the  moft  flattering  expedations,  of  rifing  foon  to  the 
highefl:  dignities  in  his  profeflion;  and  could  have 
made  what  terms  he  plcaftd  with  regard  to  his  own  in- 
tcreft,  if  that  had  been  the  chief  .point  he  had  in  view. 
.But  he  had  long  formed  in  his  head  fome  great  plans 
for  pronioting  the  publick  welfare,  in  regard  to  which 
all  confiderations  of  felf,  weighed  with  him  but  as  the 
duft  upon  the  balance.     He  therefore  determined^  up- 

Thus  indorfed  by  Swift.  /  iifit  this  letter  euatrue  mgintdofCtiurtiers^ 
eoid  Couri'promifes.  And  in  the  iirft  leaf  of  a  fmall  printed  book,  en- 
tided,  "  Pocfies  Chrcticnoes  dc  Monf.  Jollivet,"  He  wrote  thefe  words, 
«*  Given  me  by  my  Lord  Halifax,  May  3,  1709.  I  begged  it  of  him, 
and  deiired  him  to  remember,  //  fwtu  the  only  favour  I  ever  recei*ued 
/r$m  bimy  cr  bis  forty  r^' 
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bh  (lis  engaging  with  the  new  Miniftry,  to  make  iife  of 
all  the  weight  and  credit  to  which  his  fervices  might 
entitle  him,  in  carrying  on  thofc  publick  plans,  and  to 
leave  the  care  of  his  own  foxtunc  wholly  to  chance. 
How  little  (blicicous  he  was  ilbout  that  article^  may  be 
fully  feen  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbiftiop  of  Dublin,  da- 
ted Odlober  r,  1711,  where  he  has  been  vtry  explicit, 
both  as  ^o  his  fentiments  upon  that  head,  and  the  con-^ 
duft  he  was  determined  to  obferve.     "  1  humbly  thaqk 

.your  Grace  for  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  have 
of  me,  and  for  your  advice,  which  Teems  to  be  wholly 

.grounded  on  it.  As  to  the  firft,  which  relates  to  my 
fortune,  I  fliall  never  be  able  to  make  myfclf  believed 

...how  indifferent  I  am  about  it.     I  fometimes  have  the , 
pleafure  of  making  that  of  others ;   and  1  fear  it  is  too 
great  a  pleafure  to  be  a  virtue,  at  leaft  in  me.    Perhaps, 
in  Ireland,  I  may  not  be  able  to  prevent  contempt,  any 

.other  way  than  by  making  my  fortune  j  but  then  it  is 
my  comfort,  that  contempt  in  Ireland  will  be  no  fort  of 
mortification  to  me.  When  I  was  laft  in  Ireland,  1  wa3 
above  half  the  time  retired  to  one  fcurvy  acre  of  ground, 
and  I  always  left  it  with  regret.     I  am  as  well  received 

.  and  known  at  Court,  as  perhaps  any  man  ever  was  of 
my  level  3  I  have  formerly  been  the  like.  I  left  ic 
then,  and  perhaps  will  leave  it  now,  (when  they  pleafc 
to  let  mc)  without  any  concern,  but  what  a  few  months 
will  remove*  Ic  is  my  maxim  to  leave  great  Minifters 
to  do  as  they  pleafe  $  and  if  I  cannot  enough  diftinguiih 
myfclf  by  being  tifeful  in  fuch  a  way,  as  becomes  a  man 

.  of  confcience  and  honour,  I  can  do  no  more  -,  for  I  ne- 
ver will  folicit  for  myfelf,  although  I  often  do  for 

.Other*."  And  in  another  letter  to  the  fame,  dated  in 
the  following  year,  he  fays,  "  I  know  nothing  of  pro- 

.mifcjsof  any  thing  intended  for  myfelf  j  but  I  thank 
Godj  i  am  not  very  warm  in  my  expeftations,  and  know 
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Courts  too  well  to  be  furprifed  at  difappointments ; 
which,  however,  I  (hall  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear, 
if  I  gave  my  thoughts  any  great  trouble  that  way, 
which,  without  afFeftation,  I  do  not,  although  I  can- 
not expcft  to  be  believed  when  I  fay  fo." 

In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  where  the  inmoft  reccffes  of 
his  heart  are  opened,  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  his 
little  folicitude,  and  fmall  expeftation  on  that  fcore. 
In  one,  dated  January  171 1,  he  fays,  "  My  new  friends 
are  very  kind,  and  I  have  promifes  enough,  but  I  do 
not  count  upon  them.  However,  we  will  fee  what  may 
be  done,  and,  if  nothing  at  all,  I  Ihall  not  be  difap- 
pointed."  And  in  that  of  the  June  following,  "  Re- 
member, if  1  am  ill  ufed,  and  ungratefully,  as  I  have 
formerly  been,  it's  what  I  am  prepared  for,  and  (hall 
•not  wonder  at.  Yet  I  am  now  envied,  and  thought  in 
high  favour,  and  have  every  day  numbers  of  confider- 
ablc  men  tcafing  me  to  folicit  for  them.  And  the  Mi- 
niftry  all  ufe  me  perfeftly  well,  and  all  that  know  them, 
fay,  they  love  me.  Yet  I  can  count  upon  nothing,  6fr. 
They  think  me  ufcful,  they  pretend  they  were  afraid 
of  none  but  me,  and  that  they  refolved  to  have  me; 
they  have  often  confeffed  this,  yet  all  makes  little  im- 
prenion  on  me."  In  that  of  March  17 12,  he  fays, 
"  1  had  been  with  the  Secretary  before  to  recommend  a 
friend,  one  Dr.  Freind,  to  be  PhyGcian-general,  and 
the  Secretary  promifed  to  mention  it  to  the  Queen. 
1  can  fcrvc  every  body  but  myfelf."  There  are  many 
paffages  to  the  fame  cfFeft  throughout  this  Journal, 
fo  that  we  may  conclude  with  certainty,  that  the  defirc 
of  ferving  himfelf  was  one  of  the  lad  motives  which 
engaged  him  to  enter  fo  deeply  into  the  political  fyftem 
at  that  time.  No,  he  was  actuated  by  a  nobler  prin- 
ciple, a  true  fpirit  of  patriotifm.  He  faw  now  a  fair 
opening  for  the  exertion  of  his  extraordinary  talents, 

in 
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lA  fupport  of  our  excellent  Conftitution,  both  itir 
Church  and  State  i  an  occaQon  which  he  had  long- 
waited  for  with  impatience,  and  which  he  embraced^ 
with  ardour.  He  had,  as  he  mentions  in  his  Journal 
to  Stella,  great  things  in  view,  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  which  he  poftponed  all  confiderations  of  felf.  Be- 
fide  his  political  plan,  he  had  formed  the  deOgn  of 
bringing  about  a  general  reformation  in  manners,  and 
tafte,  which  had  been  much  corrupted  under  the  Whig 
Adminiftration.  He  was  firmly  perfuadcd,  that  the* 
only  way  to  accomplilh  thcfe  points,  was  to  keep  them 
from  ever  returning  again  into  power.  He  had  a  good 
opinion  of  the  intentions  of  the  new  Miniftry;  or,, 
whether  they  were  finccre  or  not,  the  profefled  prin- 
ciples, upon  which  they  afted,  were  confonant  to  his. 
He  fays,  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbifiiop  of  Dublin, 
"  Wanting  wifdom  to  judge  better,  I  follow  thofe, 
who,  I  think,  are  mod:  for  preferving  the  Conftitution 
in  Church  and  State,  without  examining  whether  they 
do  fo  from  a  principle  of  virtue,  or  of  intereft."  And 
indeed  they  were  the  only  perfons  that  could  poifibly 
have  overturned  the  Whig  Adminiftration,  or,  when 
overturned,  have  kept  them  out^  confequently,  he 
could  have  no  hope,  but  in  their  continuance  in  power., 
He  early  faw,  and  told  the  Miniftry,  compofcd  of 
Lord  Oxford,  Lord  Bolingbrokc,  and  the  Lord  Keeper, 
that  all  things  depended  on  their  union,  and  this  hi  often 
repeated  to  them,  when  they  were  together,  and  fcpa- 
rately  to  each.  But  he  foon  had  occafion  to  obfervcj, 
that  two  of  them  were  formed  of  fuch  difcordant  tern-. 
pers,  and  had  views  fo  oppofite,  as  to  threaten  a  fpecdy 
breach.  To  prevent  fo  great  an  evil,  which  would  at 
once  ruin  their  caufe,  and  put  an  end  to  all  his  noble; 
dcfigns,  he  'determined  to  keep  himfclf  in  a  fituation, 
th^t  would  at  all  times  qualify  him  for  the  ofBce  of  a 
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mediator  between  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  giyedut 
weight  to  his  interpofition,  by  his  remaining  in  a  ftate 
of  utter  independence^  and  receiving  po  obligation  in 
return,  while  he  was  daily  conferring  the  greatcft  upon 
them.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he  refufed  to  be 
Chaplain  to  Lord  Oxford,  who  made  an  oSVr  of  it  to 
him,  the  very  day  after  his  being  created  Lord  Oxford,- 
and  appointed  Lord  Treafurer.  In  his  Journal  to 
Stella,  of  the  24th  of  May,  171 1,  there  is  this  paiTage. 
♦*  My  Lord  Oxford  can't  yet  abide  to  be  called  my 
Lord  i  and  when  I  called  him  my  Lord,  he  called  me 
*  Dr.  Thomas  Swift,  which  he  always  does  when  he  ha^' 
9  mind  to  teafe  me.  ,  By  a  fecond  hand,  he  propofcd 
tt\y  being  his  Chaplain,  which  I  by  a  fecond  hiand  ex*? 
cufed  ;  but  we  had  no  talk  of  it  to-day  ^  but  I  will  be 
HO  man's  Chaplain  alive."'  And  in  his  preface  to  the 
Jliftory  of  the  Four  laft  Years  of  Qgcen  Anne,  he 
fays,  f'  I  abfolutcly  refufed  to  be  Chaplain  p  the  Lord 
Treafurer,' becaufc  I  thought  it  v^ould  but  ill  become 
trie  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  dependence."  For  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  very  early  after  his  connexion  with  the  Miniftry^ 
he  refufed  to  accept  of  a  living  from  the  Lord  Keeper^ 
which  he  thus  mentions  in  his  Journal.  ^'  Lord  Keeper 
told  me,  fome  months  ago,  he  would  give  me  a  living 
t^hen  I  pleafed  ;  but  I  told  him  I  would  not  take  any 
from  him.'*  There  have  been  fcveral  inftances  before 
given  of  his  early  conduft  towards  the  Miniftry,  fhewr 
ing,  that  he  expefted  to  be  treated  by  them  on  a  foot- 
ing of  perfeft  equality  j  of  which  he  never  flipped  any 
opportunity  of  reminding  them.  In  a  letter  to  the 
|li0fd  Treafurer,  he  fays,  ^*  When  I  was;  with  you,  I 
have  faid  more  than  once,.thatI  would  neyer  allow  thaf 
quality,  or  ftation,  made  any  real  difference  between 

f  A  coufin  gipnsaQ  of  Swift,  ^liom  be  li^d  in  the  ^itnioft  contempt* 
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men.  From  thcfe  fentiments,  I  will  never  write  to  you, 
if  I  can  help  it,  otherwife  than  as  to  a  private  perfon, 
or  allow  myfelf  to  have  been  obliged  by  you  in  any 
Other  capacity  **  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  he 
fays,  *'  I  would  have  you  know.  Sir,  that  if  the  Queen 
gave  you  a  Dukedom,  and  the  Garter  to-morrow,  with 
the  Treafury  juft  at  the  end  of  them,  I  would  regard 
you  no  more  than  if  you  were  not  worth  a  groat."  To- 
prefervc  this  equality,  which  he  then  thought  eflfential 
to  the  great  points  he  had  in  view,  it  was  neceflary  he 
ihould  keep  himfelf  free  from  any  particular  obligation  r 
by  which  means  he  was  confidered  as  a  common  difin<« 
terefted  friend  by  all  the  Minifters.  And  it  was  in  thi^ 
capacity  that  he  was  able  to  heal  many  breaches  between 
them,  which  would  have  been  otherwife  incurable.  Of 
this  he  makes  frequent  mention  in  his  Journal.  In  that 
of  Auguft,  1711,  he  fays,  **  Do  you  know  that  1  havi 
trenturcd  all  my  credit  with  thefe  great  Minifters,  to 
Clear  fome  mifunderftanding  between  them;  and  if 
there  be  no  breach,  I  ought  to  have  the  merit  of  it  ? 
'Tis  a  plaguy  ticklilh  piece  of  work,  and  a  man  hazards 
lofing  both  fides/'  In  that  of  Oftober  following,  is 
this  paffagc.  *^  The  Secretary  told  mc  laft  night  he 
had  found  the  reafon  why  the  Queen  was  fo  cold  to  him 
for  fome  months  paft;  that  a  friend  had  told  it  to  him 
ycfterday,  and  it  was,  that  they  fufpedled  he  was  at  the 
bottom  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Then  he  faid, 
he  had  refiefted  upon  all  I  had  fpoken  to  him  long  ago  i 
but  he  thought  it  had  been  only  my  fufpicion,  and  my 
zeal  and  kindnefs  for  him.  I  faid  I  had  reafon  to  take 
that  very  ill,  to  imagine  I  knew  fo  little  of  the  world, 
as  to  talk  at  a  venture  to  a  great  Minifter ;  that  I  had 
gone  between  him  and  Lord  Treafurcr  often,  and  told 
each  of  them  what  I  had  faid  to  the  other ;  and  that  I 
bad  informed  him  fo  before.     He  faid  all,  you  may 
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itn^ginc,  to  cjfcufe  himfelf,  and  apprave  my  conduft. . 
I  told  him  I  knew  all  along,  that  this  proceeding  of 
iniae  was  the  fqreft  way  to  fend  me  back  to  my  willows 
in  Ireland,  but  that  I  regarded  it  not,  provided  I  could 
4o  the  kingdom  fcrvice  in  keeping  them  well  together. 
1  minded  him  how  often  I  had   told  Lord  Treafurer, 
X«ord  Keepefj   and  him  together^  that  all  things  de- 
pended on  their  union,  and  that  my  comfort  was,  to 
fee  them  love  one  another,  and  I  told  them  all  fingly^ 
^at  I  had  not  faid  this  by  chance,"  fcf^. .   In  Septcm^ 
Ifcr^  4712,  he  fays,    "I  am  again  endeavouring,  as  I 
was  I^ft  year»  to  keep  people  from  breaking  to  pieces^ 
Vpon  a  hundred  mifunderftandings.     One  cannot  with-> 
I10I4  them  frpm  drawing  different  ways,  while  the  ene- 
my is  watching  to  deftroy  both."    And  in  the  Odobcr 
fblloil^ing,  he  fays,  f^l  have  helped  to  patch  up  thefe 
people  together  opce  niore.     God  know3  how  long  it 
{nay  laft/'    }n  (iiaqy  other  plac^es,  he  mentions  the  dif-^ 
l^ree^ble  neceOity  he  was  under  of  continuing  his  en- 
deavQurs  in  thi$  way^  and  laments  that  he  could  get  no 
pnp  to  fepofid  him*    In  his  enquiry  into  the  behaviour 
pf  the  Queen's  laft  ^liijiftry,  i^c.  he  fays,  "  Neither 
perhaps  would  4  reconcilement  have  been  an  affair  of 
fpuch  4i^9"}tyi  if  their  friends  on  both  fides  had  not 
too  tpuch  pbferved  the  cotpmon  prudential  forms  of 
ffct  caring  to  intermeddle -^  which^  together  with  the  a4-r 
(lit ion  of  a  Ihrug,  was  the  conftapt  anfwer  I  receive4 
froff}  mpft  pf  them,  whenever  I  preffed  them  upon,  the 
fubjpft,     An^,  to  fay  the  truth,  mod  perfons  had  fq 
f  yowcdly  declared  themfelves  on  one  fide,  or  the  other^ 
^hat  thefe  two  great  mpn  had  hardly  a  (;ommon  friend 
jeft,  except  myfplf,     I  had  ?ver  beep  treated  with  great 
{(indnefs  by  thern  both ;  an(i  I  copceiyed  what  I  wanted 
in  weight  and  credit,  might  be  made  up  with  fincerity 
jy^d  freedom.    The  former  thev  j^cver  ^publcd^  ancj 
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the  latter  they  had  conftant  experience  of.  I  had  ma- 
naged between  them  for  almoft  two  years,  and  their  can- 
dour was  fo  great,  that  they  had  not  the  leaftjealouf/ 
or  fafpicion  of  me."  The  truth  of  this  account  is  con- 
firmed in  a  letter  written  to  Lord  Bolingbroke*  fooa 
after  the.Qucen^s  death,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  Lord 
Treaforcr,  he  fays,  "  I  am  only  forry  it  was  not  a  refig- 
nation,  rather  than  a  removal;  becaufe  the  perfonal 
kindnefs  and  diilinfbion  I  always  received  from  his 
Tuotdfh'ip  and  you,  gaye  me  fuch  a  love  for  you  both, 
(if  you  great  men  will  allow  that  exprelfion  in  a  little 
one)  that  I  refolvcd  to  prefervc  it  entire,  however  yoa 
differed  between  yourfelves ;  and  in  this  I  did  for  fome 
time  follow  your  commands  and  example,  I  impute 
it  more  to  the  candour  of  each  of  you,  than  to  my  own 
conduA,  that  having  been  for  two  years  almoft  the  only 
man  who  went  between  you,  I  never  obfervcd  the  leafl: 
alteration  in  cither  of  your  countenances  towards  me/' 
J^othing  can  (hew  the  character  of  Swift  in  a  higher 
point  of  light,  than  his  condud  on  this  occafion;  and 
nothing  could  pofllbly  have  preferved  to  him  the  una* 
bated  love  of  thcfc  two  great  rivals  for  power,  who  ha- 
ted each  other  mortally,  in  the  difcharge  of  fo  delicate 
an  office,  but  the  high  opinion  which  each  entertained 
of  his  integrity,  and  perfcd  difintereftednefs.  How- 
ever^  it  is  certain,  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  generous 
and  unwearied  endeavours,  their  whole  plan-muft  have 
been  deilroyed  long  before,  and  the  Miniftry,  and  the 
party,  involved  in  the  fame  ruin.  So  that  as  they  were 
indebted  to  him  at  fird,  for  faving  them  from  the  at- 
tacks of  their  enemies,  and  eftablifliing  them  in  power^ 
they  were  daily  afterwards  obliged  to  him  for  prefer*^ 
▼ing  them  in  it,  by  guarding  them  agafinft  their  worft 
^n^mies,  their  own  paflions.  Having  thus  fqfpended 
f)J  regard  to  his  own  infercft,  after  fuch  important  fer- 
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fcrvicfs,  he  had  an  undoubted  claim  upon  the  Mini-^ 
ftcfs  t<f  promote  every  plan  for^thc  good  of  the  public^ 
and  eould  with  a  better  grace  pufh  tl^e  fortune  of 
Others.  Accordingly,  we  find  him  bold  and  frequcftl 
lb  his  recommendations,  wherever  merit  or  compaflion 
called  for  hts  afliftance.  His  firft  objef):  was  to  procure 
marks  of  diftindion  and  reward,  to  all  men  of  parts 
and  genius.  The  claim  which  he  put  in  on  that  fcore 
to  the  Miniftry,  was  not  felfifhly  confined  to  his  own 
perfon,  but  exa6bed  equally  for  all  others,  according 
CO  their  feveral  pretenfions.  He  infifted,  that  no  difv 
tinAion  of  party  Ihould  be  made  with  regard  to  them  j 
and  that  all  of  that  clafs,  who  had  lifted  under  the  ban*^ 
ncr  of  the  Whigs,  Ihould  ftill  be  kept  in  their  employ-*, 
jments.  In  his  Journal,  he  fays,  "  Do  you  know  I  havii 
taken  more  pains  to  recommend  the  Whig  Wits  to  the 
favour  and  mercy  of  the  Minifters,  than  any  other 
people.  Steele  I  have  kept  in  his  place,  Congreve  I 
have  got  to  be  ufed  kindly  and  fecured.  Rowe  i  hav^ 
l^commended,  and  got  a  promife  of  a  place.  Philips 
I  ihould  certainly  have  provided  for,  if  he  had  not  run 
party-mad,  and  made  me  withdraw  my  recommenda*- 
tions.  I  fet  Addiibn  fb  right  at  firft,  that  he  might 
have  been  employed,  and  have  partly  fecured  him  the 
place  he  has  i  yet  I  am  worfc  ufed  by  that  fadtion  than 
any  man."  In  another  place  he  is  particular  in  his  re* 
lation  of  what  he  had  done  with  regard  to  Congreve. 
f'  I  went  late  to-day  to  town,  and  dined  with  my  friend 
l^ewis.  I  faw  Will  Congreve  attending  at  the  Trear 
fury,  by  order,  with  his  brethren,  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Wine  Licences.  I  had  often  mentioned  him  with 
kindncfs  to  Lord  Treafureri  and  Congreve  told  me, 
that  after  they  had  anfwercd  to  what  thcfy  were  fent  for^ 
fny  Lord  called  him  privately,  and  fpoke  to  him  with 
great  kindnefs^   promifing  his  proteftion,  ^c.    The 
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poor  man  faid,  he  had  been  ufed  fo  ill  of  late  years^ 
that  he  was  quite  aftonifhed  at  my  Lord's  goodneftj  C^^.  ^ 
and  defircd  me  to  tell  my  Lord  fo  1  which  I  did  this 
evening,  and  recommended  him  heartily.  My  Lord 
aifured  me  he  eftcemed  him  very  much,  and  would  be 
always  kind  to  him  -,  that  what  he  faid  was  to  make 
Congreve  eafy,  becaufe  he  knew  people  talked  as  if  his 
Lordfhipdefigned  to  turn  every  body  out,  and  particu* 
}ar}y  Congreve ;  which  indeed  was  true,  for  the  poor 
man  told  me  he  apprehended  it.  As  I  left  my  Lord 
Trcafyrcr,  I  cajled  on  Congreve  (knowing  where  he 
dined)  and  told  him  what  had  pafled  between  my  Lord 
Und  me :  fo  I  have  made  a  worthy  man  eafy,  and  that's 
t  good  day's  work." 

But  of  all  the  men  of  parts  in  the  oppofition,  Swife 
feems  to  be  moft  concerned  about  his  friend  Addifon^ 
and  on  his  account  about  Steele  3  of  which  he  makes* 
frequent  mention  in  his  Journal.  In  that  of  Odober 
19,  17 10,  foon  after  his  6rfl:  introdu6):ion  to  Lord  Ox« 
ford,  then  Mr.  Harley,  there  is  the  following  paifage. 
^*  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Underse- 
cretary to  Lord  Dartmouth,  two  hours,  talking  poli* 
tics,  and  contriving  to  keep  Steele  in  his  office  of 
Stamp-paper.  He  has  loft  his  place  of  Gazetteer,  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  writing  a  Tatler  fome 
months  ago,  againft  Mr,  Harley,  who  gave  it  to  him 
at  firft,  and  raifed  the  falary  from  fixty  to  three  hun- 
dred pounds.  This  was  devilifii  ungrateful,  and  Lewi$ 
was  telling  me  the  particulars ;  but  I  had  a  hint  given 
me  that  I  might  fave  him  in  his  other  employment  j 
^nd  kave  was  given  me  to  clear  matters  with  Steele, 
Well,  I  dined  with  Sir  Matthew  Dudley,  and  in  the 
f  vening  went  to  fit  with  Mr.  Addifon,  and  offer  the 
piattcr  at  diftance  to  him,  as  the  difcreeter  perfonj 
^ut  found  party  had  fo  pofTclTed  l\icn,  that  he  talked  a^ 
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if  he  fufpefted  me,  and  would  not  fall  in  with  any  thing- 
4  faid.  •  So  I  ftoppcd  Ihorc  in  my  overture,  and  we 
parted  very  drily;  and  I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  Steele, 
and  let  jthcm  do  as  they  will  %  but  if  things  ftand  as  they 
a/c,  he  will  certainly  lofe  it,  unlefs  I  favc  him  \  and 
therefore  I  will  not  fpeak  to  him,  that  I  may  not  report 
to  his  difadvantage*  Is  not  this  vexatious,  and  is  there 
fi>  much  in  the  proverb  of  proffered  fervice  ?  When 
fliall  I  grow  wife  ?  I  endeavour  to  ad  in  the  moft  exaft 
points  of  honour  and  confcience,  and  my  neareft  friends 
will  not  underftand  it  fo.  What  muft  a  man  expeft 
'  from  his  enemies  ?  This  would  vex  me^  but  it  (hall 
not/' 

In  that  of  December  following,  he  fays,  *'  Mr.  Ad-, 
difon  and  I  are  different  as  black  and  white,  and  I  be* 
lieve  our  friendfhip  will  go  off  by  this  damned  bufinefs 
of  party.  He  cannot  bear  feeing  me  fall  in  fo  with 
this  Miniftrys  but  I  love  him  ft  ill  as  much  as  ever^ 
though  we  feldom  meet/' 

In  the  fame  Journal  he  gives  the  following  account ; 
*'  Lewis  told  me  a  pure  thing.  I  had  been  hankering 
with  Mr.  Harley,  to  {avc  Steele  his  ether  employment, 
and  have  a  little  mercy  on  him ;  and  I  had  been  faying 
the  fame  thing  to  Lewis,  who  is  Mr.  Harley's  chief  fa« 
vourite.  Lewis  tells  Mr.  Harley  how  kindly  I  fhould 
take  it,  if  he  would  be  reconciled  to  Steele,  fcf^.  Mr, 
Harley,  on  my  account,  falls  in  with  it;  and  appoints 
Steele  a  time  to  let  him  attend  him,  which  Steele  ac  - 
cepts  with  great  fubmiflTion,  but  never  comes,  nor  fends 
any  excufe.  Whether  it  was  blundering,  fullennefs,  . 
infolence,  or  rancour  of  party,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I 
ihall  trouble  myfelf  no  more  about  him.  I  believe  Ad« 
difon  hindered  him  out  of  mere  fpite,  being  grated  to 
the  foul  to  think  he  (hould  ever  want  my  help  to  fave 
bis  fricp^  \  yet  now  he  is  foliciting  tpc  to  make  another 
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•  of  his  friends  Queen's  Secretary  at  Geneva,  and  lUl  do 
it  if  I  can;  it  is  poor  Paftoral  Philips." 

In  another  place  he  fays,  **  I  called  at  the  coffee-houfir, 
where  I  had  not  been  in  a  week,  and  talked  coldly  a 
while  with  Mr,  Addifonj  all  our  friendfhip  and  dear- 
nefs  arc  off:  we  are  civil  acquaintance,' talk  words  of 

•  courfe,  of  when  we  Ihall  meet,  and  that's  all.  Is  it 
not  odd?  but  I  think  he  has  ufed  me  ill,  and  I  have 
ufed  him  too  well,  at  leaft  his  friend  Steele." 

In  a  few  weeks  after,  he  writes  thus:  "  I  went  to 
Mr.  Addifon^  and  dined  with  him  at  his  lodgings ;  I 
had  not  fecn  him  thefe  three  weeks.  We  arc  grown 
common  acquaintance,  yet  what  have  I  not  done  for 
his  friend  Steele  ?  Mr.  Harley  reproached  me  the  laft 
time  I  faw  him,  that  to  pleafe  me  he  would  be  recon- 
ciled  to  Steele,  and  had  promifed  and  appointed  to  fee 
him,  and  that  Steele  never  came.  Harrifon,  whom 
Mr.  Addifon  recommended  to  me,  I  have  introduced  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  promifed  me  to  take 
care  of  hiip.  And  I  have  reprefcnted  Addifon  himfelf 
fo  to  the  Miniftry,  that  they  think  and  talk  in  his  fa- 
vour, though  they  hated  him  before.  Well,  he  is  now 
in  my  debt,  and  there's  an  end ;  and  I  had  never  the 
leaft  obligation  to  him,  and  there's  another  end. 

In  the  following  year.  May  17 ii.  He  fays,  "Steele 
has  had  the  aflurancc  to  write  to  me,  that  I  would  en- 

•  gage  my  Lord  Treafurer  to  keep  a  friend  of  his  in  em- 
ployment." And  in  his  Journal  of  July  following,  he 
fays,  '^  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  have  at  laft  met  again.  I 
dined  with  him  and  Steele  to-day  at  young  Jacob  Ton- 
fon's.  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  talked  as  ufual,  and  as  if 
we  had  fcen  one  another  yefterdayj  and  Steele  and  I 
were  very  eafy,  although  1  wrote  him  a  biting  letter, 
in  anfwer  to  one  of  his,  where  he  dcfired  me  to  recom- 
mend a  friend  of  his  to  Lord  Treafurer."    In  the  year 
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171 2,  we  find  he  had  brought  Addifon  fo  far  about  as 
to  dine  with  Lord  Bolingbroke.  In  his  Journal  of  that 
year,  he  fays,  "  Addifon  and  I,  and  fomc  others,  dined 
with  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  face  with  him  'till  twelve. 
We  were  very  civil,  but  yet,  when  we  grew  warm,  wc 
talked  in  a  friendly  manner  of  party.  Addifon  raifed 
his  objections,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered  them 
with  great  complaifancc." 

From  all  thefe  accounts,  we  may  fee  what  an  amazing 
difference  there  was  between  the  minds  of  Swift  and 
Addifon.  What  a  grandeur  in  the  one,  what  a  little- 
.nefs  in  the  other!  Swift,  though  deeply  engaged  wirh 
the  fuccefiful  party,  ufing  all  his  endeavours  to  prevent 
a  diflPerence  in  politics,  from  creating  a  difunion  among 
men  of  genius,  Addifon,  from  a  narrowncfs  of  mind, 
growing  cool  to  a  man  for  whofe  talents  he  had  profcffed 
the  higheft  admiration,  and  for  whofe  perfon  the  warmcft 
regard,  merely  becaufe  they  were  of  difFerentparties. 
Swift,  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  when  another  would 
have  been  glad  of  fo  fair  a  pretence  for  breaking  off  all 
commerce  ^ith  him,  perfeveres  in  his  good  offices  to- 
wards him,  as  if  their  friendihip  were  ftill  mutual  and 
inviolate;  fcts  him  on  a  good  footing  with  the  Mini- 
ftry,  and  preferves  him  and  his  friends,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ill  behaviour  of  the  Jatter,  in  their  employ- 
ments. 'Addifon,  notwithftanding  he  had  forfeited  all 
pretcnGons  to  Swift's  friendihip  by  his  unmanly  beha- 
viour, and  during  the  continuance  of  his  coldnefs,  is 
mean  enough  to  folicit  Swift's  intereft  in  favour  of  fome 
of  his  friends.  Swifc,  though  never  under  the  leaft 
obligation  to  Addifon  when  he  was  in  power,  exerts 
his  intereft  as  if  he  had  been  under  the  higheft,  and 
amoiig  others,  procures  for  Harrifon,  one  of  Mr;  Ad- 
difon's  recommending,  an  employment  of  no  lefs  than 
.twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year*     When  indeed  Steele 
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had  the  aflurancc,  as  Swift  juftly  exprcflcs  it,  of  dc- 
firing  the  fame  favour,  he  fliews  what  a  difFcrcncc  h^ 
made  between  the  mien,  by  fending  him,  as  be  calls  it, 
a  biting  anfwer.    Whether  it  was  this  which  exafperated 
Steele,  or  from  whatever  other  caufe  it  were,  he  iotnc 
time  after  wrote  a  virulent  paper  in  the  Guardian  againft 
Swift,  which  produced  fome  fcverc  cxpoftulations  on 
his  part,  to  be  fcen  in  the  letters  that  pafled  between 
jthcm  on  that  occafion.     Where,  on  Steele's  part,  we 
find  the  higheft  infolence,  added  to  the  bafefl:  ingratt- 
tude ;  as  will  immediately  appear  on  a  view  of  thofc 
letters.     Swift,  in  one  to  Addifon  upon  this  fubjed, 
had  faid,  "  Have  I  deferved  thisufage  froni  Mr,  Steele, 
who  knows  very  well,   that  my  Lord   Treafurer  has 
kept  him  in  his  employment,  upon  my  in  treaty  and  in- 
terceflion  ?"  This  charge  Steele  ?wfwers  in  the  moft  in- 
fulting  manner,  thus,   '  They  laugh  at  you,   if  thejr 
make  you  believe  your  interpofition  has  kept  me  thus 
long  in  office/     To  this  Swift  in  his  reply,  fays,  "  The 
cafe  was  thus  :   I  did  with  the  utmoft  application,  and 
defiring  to  lay  all  my  credit  upon  it,  defu-ie  Mr.  PJarley 
,(as  he  was  then  called)  to  fbew  you  mercy.;    He  faid 
he  would,  an(i  wholly  upon  my  account :  that  he  would 
appoint  you  a  day  to  fee  him  j   that  he  would  not  ex-^ 
ped  you   ihould  quit  any  friend  or  principle.    Some 
days  after,  he  told  me  he  had  appointed  you  a  day,  and 
you  had  not  kept  it  ^  upon  which  he  reproached  me^ 
as  engaging  for  more  than  I  could  anfwer;  and  advifed 
me  to  be  more  cautious  another  time.     1  told  him,  and 
.defired  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  to 
be  witneffes,  that  I  never  would  fpeak  for  or  agaiaft 
you,  as  long  as  Hived  i  only  I  would  defire,  and  that 
it  was  ftill  my  opinion,  you  Ihould  have  mercyj^  'till 
you  gave  farther  provocations. «   This  is  the  hiftofy  af 
.what  you  think  fit  to  call,   in  the  .fpirit  ^  inf^iltiftgr 
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their  laughing  at  me.  And  you  may  do  it  fccurclyi 
for,  by  the  moft  inhuman  dealings,  you  have  wholly 
put  it  out  of  my  power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to  do  you  the 
leaft  ill  office." 

After  having  read  the  feveral  paflages  relative  to 
Steele,  before  quoted  in  the  Journal,  no  one  can  doubt 
but  that  Swift  has  here  fairly  ftated  the  cafe,  and  that 
he  might  even  have  put  it  in  a  ftronger  light.  It  is 
hard  to  fay  whether  Steele's  weaknefs  of  head,  or  bad- 
nefs  of  heart,  were  moft  confpicuous  in  this  tranfa^ion. 
Caufelefsly  to  attack  and  infult  a  man,  to  whom  he  lay 
under  fuch  obligations,  argued  great  bafenefs  -,  and  his 
defence  of  himfelf,  by  denying  an  obligation  fo  noto- 
rioufly  conferred,  ftill  more  fo.  And  to  provoke  a  man 
to  prove  the  reality  of  his  charge,  that  it  was  he  alone 
who  had  hitherto  kept  him  in  his  employment,  by  get- 
ting him  immediately  difcharged  from  it,  which  Swift 
could  have  done  by  fpeaking  a  word,  was  furely  weak. 
But  in  that  point  he  was  fecure,  he  knew  his  man  too 
well :  He  knew  Swift  was  incapable  of  a  mean  revenge. 
He  might,  as  Swift  nobly  fays  to  him,  *  do  it  fccurely  / 
«  for,  (as  he  adds)  by  the  moft  inhuman  dealings,  you 
have  wholly  put  it  out  of  my  power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to 
do  you  the  leaft  ill  office."  Yet,  though  Swift  was 
above  a  revenge  of  this  fort,  he  thought  himfelf  called 
upon  to  anfwer  his  challenge,  as  a  Writer,  and  chaftifc 
his  infolence  in  his  own  way.  Which  he  afterwards  did 
fo  efFcftually,  in  his  famous  Pamphlet,  called  The  Pu^ 
ilk  Spirit  of  the  IVhigSy  and  in  feveral  fubfequcnt  pieces, 
that,  from  being  an  Author  of  fome  eminence,  Steele 
became  for  fome  time  an  objcdb  of  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt. How  weak,  or  how  vain  muft  the  man  have 
•been,  to  have  defied  fuch  a  champion  to  fo  unequal  a 
combat  I  Ihave  been  the  longer  in  the  detail  of  this 
tranfa&ion>  becaufe  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  inftance  to 
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be  found  of  Swift's  ever  having  broke  tntiMy  with 
any  man  with  whom  he  had  lived  on  terms  of  friend- 
Ihip ;  and  to  juftify  the  extreme  fcverity  which  appeared 
in  hh  writings  againft  Steele,  after  fo  great  a  provoca* 
tion. 

Having  fcen  the  care  which  Swift  took  of  men  o^ 
genius,  fo  that  even  their  oppofition  in  party  (hould  be 
of  no  prejudice  to  them,  we  may  fuppofe  he  was  not 
lefs  folicitous  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  others,  who 
were  under  no  demerit  of  that  foru  Accordingly  we 
find,  there  were  not  any  at  that  time,  of  the  leaft  pre- 
tendons  in  that  way,  who  were  not  obliged  to  him  for 
efiential  fervices.  The  famous  Dr.  Berkeley,  after* 
wards  Bifliop  of  Cloyne  in  Ireland,  owed  his  fortune 
wholly  to  him,  as  he  placed  him  in  theroad  which  led 
to  his  promotion.  In  his  Journal  of  April  y^  lyij, 
he  fays,  **  I  went  to  Court  to-day,  on  purpofe  to  pre-* 
fent  Mr.  Berkeley,  one  of  your  Fellows  of  Dublin 
College,  to  Lord  Berkeley,  of  Stratton.  That  Mr, 
Berkeley  is -a  very  ingenious  man,  and  a  great  Philofo- 
pher;  and  I  have  mentioned  him  to  all  the  Minifters^ 
and  have  given  them  fome  of  his  writings,  and  I  will 
favour  him  as  much  as  I  can.  This  I  think  I  am  bound 
to  in  honour  and  confcience,  to  ufe  all  my  little  credit 
toward^  helping  forward  men  of  worth  in  the  world/' 
He  afterwards  got  him  appointed  Chaplain  to  Lord 
Peterborow's  Embafly,  who  procured  for  him  the  rich 
Deanery  of  Derry.  Pope,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Tranf- 
lation  of  Homer,  exprefles  the  higheft  obligations  to 
him  for  his  zeal  in  promoting  the  fubfcription  to  that 
work*  Gay,  by  his  intereft,  was  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Embafly  to  Hanover.  Harrifon,  a  young  man 
of  promiiing  genius,  recommi^nded  to  him  by  Mr. 
Addifon^  was  made  by  him  Qh^^'^'^  Secretary  at  the 
Hague,  a  place  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds 
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a  year,  though  he  lived  but  a  Ihort  time  to  enjoy  if. 
We  have  already  fccri  in  what  manner  he  introduced, 
and  recomnnended  Parnell  to  the  Miniftry.  Nor  was 
be  unmindful  of  fuch  as  had  but  a  moderate  ihare  of 
merit  in  that  way.  He  made  Dr.  King  Gazencer;  he 
made  Trap  Chaplain  to  Lord  Bolingbroke.  He  dif- 
covcrcd  feme  marks  of  original  genius  in  fome  Sea 
Eclogues,  written  by  an  obfcure  man,  one  Diaper,  and 
immediately  Ibught  the  Author  out,  and  brought  him 
into  light :  of  this  he  gives  the  following  account  in  his 
Journal,  December  17 12.  **  This  morning  I  prefented 
one  Diaper,  a  Poet,  to  I^rd  Bolingbroke,  with  a  new 
Poem>  which  is  a  very  good  one  -,  and  I  am  to  give  a 
fum  of  money  from  my  Lord,  I  have  contrived  lo 
make  a  Parfon  of  him^  for  he  is  half  one  already,  be- 
ing in  Deacon's  orders,  and  a  fmall  cure  in  the  country  -, 
but  has  a  fword  at  his  tail  hefe  in  toWn;  "Tis  a  poor, 
little,  fhort  wretch,  but  will  do  bcft  in  a  gown,  and  wc 
will  make  Lord  Keepet  give  him  a  living." 

Nor  were  his  good  offices  confined  to  men  of  genius 
only,  but  merit  of  every  kind  was  fure  to  find  in  him  a 
warm  advocate,  and  oppreffed  innocence,  a  proteftor. 
He  fays,  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germainc,  "  when  I 
had  credit  for  fume  years  at  Court,  I  provided  for  above 
fifty  people  in  both  kingdoms,  of  which,  not  one  was 
a  relation.*'  And  we  find,  in  his  Journal  and  Letters, 
that  he  did  numbcrlefs  good  offices  for  others.  He  fays, 
in  more  places  than  one,  that  Lord  Oxford  never  once 
refufed  him  any  requcft  of  that  fort.  His  character  was 
fo  well  known  in  this  refpeft,  that  we  fee,  in  the  Col- 
Icftion  of  Letters,  fevcral  addreflcs  to  him  from  per- 
fons,  cither  little  known  to  him,  or  utterly  unacquainted 
with  him,  requcfting  his  affiftance,  in  cafes  of  compaf- 
fioni  or  protedlion,  in  thofe  of  oppreffion.  Nor  did 
he  ever  fail  to  interfere,  in  either  cafes,  when  any  fuch 
5  came 
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tktnc  to  his  knowledge  by  accident,  though  it  were 
with  regard  to  pcrfeft  ftranger«.  There  was  one  re- 
markable occafion,  on  which  he  interpofed  in  favour  of 
a  man,  though  he  held  him  in  no  degree  of  eftimation, 
merely  from  a  principle  of  jufticej  which  was,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  famous  Dr.  Sacheverell :  who,  though  he 
had  been  of  infinite  ufc  to  the  Tory  Miniftry,  nay,  was 
in  reality  the  occafion  of  their  getting  into  power,  yet, 
when  the  work  was  done,  was  laid  by,  as  the  tools  of 
Statefmen  coo  often  are,  when  they  can  be  of  no  farther 
ufc,  and  utterly  negledled.  That  Swift  was  of  this  opi- 
nion, is  clear  from  the  following  paiTage  in  his  Journal. 
•*  So  Sacheverell  will  be  the  next  Bifhop !  He  would  be 
glad  of  an  addition  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  /^ 
what  he  has,  and  that  is  more  than  they  will  give  him,  for 
aught  I  fee.  He  hates  the  new  Miniftry  mortally,  and 
they  hate  him,  and  pretend  to  dcfpife  him  too.  They 
will  not  allow  him  to  have  been  the  occafion  of  the  late 
change^  at  leaft  fome  of  them  will  not :  but  my  Lord 
Keeper  owned  it  to  me  the  other  day."  Swift  therefore* 
thought  it  but  common  jufticc  in  the  Miniftry  to  do 
fomething  for  him ;  and,  without  any  application  from 
theDoftor,  or  even  any  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
him,  in  the  year  171 1,  he  procured  a  place  for  his  bro- 
ther; who,  by  a  failure  in  trade,  had,  for  fome  years, 
together  with  his  whole  family,  been  entirely  fupported 
by  the  DoStor.  This  affair  is  thus  related  by  Swift  iii 
his  Journal.  "  Did  I  tell  you  that  Sacheverell  has  de- 
fired  mightily  to  come  and  fee  me  ?  but  I  have  put  it 
off.  He  has  heard  that  I  have  fpoken  to  the  Secretary 
id  behalf  of  a  brother  whom  he  maintains,  and  who 
defires  an  employment.  T'other  day,  at  the  Court  of 
Requcfts,  Dr.  Yalden  falutcd  me  by  namej  Sacheve- 
rell, whowas  juft  by,  came  up  to  me,  and  made  many 
acknowledgments  and  compliments.     Laft  night  I  de- 
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fired  Lord  Trcafurer  to  do  fomcthing  for  that  brother 
of  Sachcvcreirs.  He  faid  he  never  knew  he  had  a  bro-r 
iher;  but  thanked  me  for  telling  him,  and  immediately 
pot  his  name  in  his  table-book.  I  will  let  Sacheverell 
know  this,  that  he  may  take  his  mcafures  accordingly  j 
but  he  fhall  be  none  of  my  acquaintance."  A  letter 
from  thcDodfcor  to  Swift,  dated  January  31,  171 1- 12, 
begins  thus.  **  Since  you  have  been  pleafed  to  under- 
take the  generous  office  of  foliciting  my  good  Lord 
Treafurer^s  favour  in  my  behalf,  I  (hould  be  very  un- 
grateful, if  I  did  not  return  you  my  moft  hearty  thanks 
for  it,  and  my  humbled  acknowledgments  to  his  Lord- 
fliip  for  the  fuccefs  it  has  met  with."  And  in  the  con- 
clufion,  he  fays,  "  But  for  yourfelf,  good  Dodtor,  who 
were  the  firft  fpring  to  move.it,  I  can  never  fufficiently 
acknowledge  the  obligation,"  Afterwards,  in  the  year 
*7i3>  fooJ^  ^fter  the  three  years  filence  impofcd  upon 
the  Doftor  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  confequcnce  of 
his  impeachment,  had  expired  j  Swift  procured  for  him 
the  Redlory  of  St.  x\ndrew's  Holborn,  in  the  following 
whimGcal  manner.  Upon  that  living's  becoming  va- 
cant, be  applied  for  it  in  behalf  of  Sacheverell,  to 
Lord  Bolingbroke ;  who  feemed  not  at  all  difpofed  in 
bis  favour,  calling  him  a  bu(y,  meddling,  fadious  fel- 
low, one  who  bad  fct  the  kingdom  in  a  flame.  To 
which  Swift  replied,  it  is  all  true,  my  Lord ;  but  let  mc 
tell  you  a  ftory.  "  In  a  fea-fight,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL  there  was  a  very  bloody  engagement  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  Dutch  Rc^ts  j  in  the  heat  of 
which,  a  Scotch  feaman  was  very  feverely  bit  by  a  loufe 
on  hi^  neck,  which  he  caught,  and  ftoopii^  down  to 
crack  it,  juft  as  he  had  put  himfclf  in  that  pofture,  a 
chain-fhot  came  and  took  off  the  heads  of  feveral  failors 
that  were  about  him ;  on  which  he  had  compaffion  on 
the  poor  loufe,  returned  him  to  his  place,  and  bid  him 
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live  there  at  difcrction  5  for,  faid  he,  as  thou  haft  been 
the  means  of  faving  my  life,  it  is  but  juft  I  (hould  favc 
yours."     Lord  Bolingbrokc  laughed  heartily,  and  faid, 
well  then,  the  loufe  Ihall  have  the  living  for  your  ftory. 
And  accordingly  he  was  foon  after  prcfented  to  it.     In 
all  folicitations  of  this  nature,  confcious  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  motives,  which  were  cither  thofc  of  merit, 
compaffion,  orjuftice,  he  was  bold  in  his  recommen- 
dations, and  made  them  rather  as  demands,  than  re- 
quefts.     Of  this  we  have  an  inftance  in  the  following 
paffage   of   his  Journal,   January   1711-12.      **  This 
morning  I  prefented  my  printer  and  bookfeller  to  Lord 
Rivers,  to  be  ft^tioner  to  the  Ordnance^     I  believe  it 
will  be  worth  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  them. 
This  is  the  third  employment  I  have  got  for  them.    Ki^ 
vers  told  them  the  Doftor  commanded  him,  and  he 
durft  not  refufe."     And  in  th'e  next  page,  he  fays,   "  I 
was  this  morning  again  with  Lord  Rivers,  and  have 
made  him  give  the  other  employment  to  my  printerv 
and  bookfeller ;  'tis  worth  a  great  deal."     His  book- 
feller was  Tooke,  and  his  printer.  Barber,  afterwards 
Lord  Mayor  of  London.     As  they  wer«  both  very  ho- 
neft  men,  and  ran  great  rifques  in  publiftiing  fome  of 
his  bolder  pieces,  for  which  Barber*  was  alfo  taken  into 
cuftody,  he  thought  he  could  not  reward  their  fervices 
and  fidelity  too  highly;  atid  we  find,  upon  tkc  whole, 
he  procured  employment^  for  them,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year.     This  was  the 
foundation  pf  Barber's  fortune,  whiich  he  always  ac* 
knowledged,  with  the  higheft  gratitude,  and  to  the  laft 
made  every  return  in  his  power  to  his  great  Patron. 
The  expreffion  of  Lord  Rivers,  **  that  the  Dodtor  com- 
manded him,  and  he  durft  not  refufe,"  was  literally 
trues  not  only  with  regard  to  him,  but  to  all  the  Mi- 
jA&ryp  who  feemed  to  look  up  to  him  a3  to  one  of  a  fu- 
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pcrior  clafs  of  mortals  ;  both  on  account  of  his  ama* 
zing  talents^  and  that  noble  quality  of  perfed:  dilintCT 
rcftedncfs,  perhaps  not  to  be  paralleled  in  his  time, 
and  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  This 
gave  fuch  a  dignity  to  his  charafter,  and  fuch  a  weight 
to  his  recommendations,  that  it  does  not  appear  he  ever 
failed  in  any.  And  indeed  it  would  have  been  ftrange, 
that  the  men  in  power  fliould  have  refufed  any  rcquefts 
of  that  fort,  which  tended  highly  to  their  own  honour^ 

.  by  promoting  men  of  talents  and  worth,  to  a  man  who 
was  daily  employed  in  doing  them  the  moft  important 
ftrvices,  without  once  hinting  at  any  return  for  them 
to  himfelf.  In  this  fttte  did  this  extraordinary  man 
continue  for  near  three  years,  without  the  fmalleft  re- 
ward, or  the  leaft  addition  to  his  fortune,  which  con- 
fided only  of  a  living  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  a  year,  and  not  quite  five  hundred  pounds  in 
cafti ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  in  fuch  a  degree  of 
power,  that  he  was  making  the  fortune  of  multitudes. 
Thus  did  he  verify  his  early  declaration  to  the  Arch- 
biftiop  of  Dublin,  before  quoted.  Nothing  aftoniflicd 
the  people,  of  thofe  times  more,  than  that  fo  diftinguifh- 
cd  a  man,  and  apparently  in  fuch  high  favour,  ihould 
have  remained,  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  without  any 
promotion :  and  that  he  Ihould  at  laft  be  rewarded  only 
with  a  paltry  Deanery,  in  another  kingdom,  to  which 
he  went  with  the  utmoft  reluftance,  and  which  was 
looked  upon  by  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  the  world,  only 
as  a  fpecies  of  banilhment,  has  ever  fince  been  confi-. 
dered  in  fo  extraordinary  a  light,  that  various  have  been 
the  conjeftures  of  the  world  to  account  for  it.     Some, 

^  who  knew  Swift's  real  merits  towards  the  Miniftry, 
have  not  been  backward  in  charging  them  with  the  ba- 
fcft  ingratitude  on  the  occafion.  Others,  not  fo  well 
acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  thought  i^ 
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was  impoflible  Swifc  could  have  been  a  man  of  fuch 
icnportance  as  he  was  rcprefented,  othcrwife  he  muft 
certainly  have  made  his  way  to  thehighcft  ftation  in  the 
Church  ;  and  confidering  him  only  as  a  Writer  of  ibme 
political  Papers  and  Pamphlets,  were  not  furprifcd  that 
his  reward  (hould  be  no  greater.  But,  Gnce  the  publi- 
cation of  the  private  memoirs  of  thofc  times,  in  Swift's 
laft  Volumes,  there  is  no  farther  room  for  conjecture, 
as  this  whole  affair  may  be  fct  in  its  true  light,  upon  un<^ 
doubted  proofs.  I  have  already  given  many  Itriking 
inftances  of  the  little  folicitude  Swifc  had  about  pufh- 
ing  his  own  fortune*  I  (hall  now  remind  the  reader  of 
the  principle  upon  which  he  afted,  mentioned  in  a  paf* 
fage  before  quoted,  from  a  letter  of  his  to  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Dublin,  dated  Oftober  j,  1711.  '*  It  is  my 
maxim  to  leave  great  Minifters  to  do  as  they  pleafe  j 
and  if  I  cannot  diftinguifli  myfclf  enough,  by  being 
ufeful  in  fuch  a  way,  as  becomes  a  man  of  confcience 
and  honour,  I  can  do  no  more ;  for  I  never  will  folicit 
for  myfelf,  although  I  often  do  for  others."  This  re* 
folution  we  find,  by  many  other  paflages,  he  ftriftly  ad- 
hered to;  And  when  we  confider  the  procrkftinating  dif- 
pofition  of  Lord  Oxford,  we  fhall  not  be  furprifed  at 
his  not  being  in  any  hafte  to  provide  for  a  man  who  ne* 
ver  folicited  him.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  the 
deferring  of  any  thing,  however  ftrongly  in  our  inten- 
tion it  be  to  do  it  fomc  time  or  other,  which  we  con- 
fider as  always  in  our  power  to  do,  unlefs  we  are  parti- 
cularly called  upon  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  fome 
certain  time :  and  this  was  more  likely  to  be  the  cafe  in 
one  of  his  turn.  Bcfides,  as  he  was  daily  gratifying 
Swift  in  his  requefts  for  others,  he  thought  he  might 
with  reafon  exp<e£t  that  he  (hould  wait  the  moft  conve- 
nient feaibn  for  his  own  promotion.  And  with  regard 
to  Swift  himfclf,   1  have  already  affigncd  fomc  very 

1  4  powerful 
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powerful  motives  which  made  him  in  no  hafte  with  re« 
fpcdt  to  preferment.  But,  above  all,  there  were  many 
things,  while  he  remained  in  that  fituation,  which  gra- 
tified his  peculiar  difpofition  and  turn  of  mind  to  the 
height.  His  proud  fpirit  was  much  fonder  of  confer- 
ring, than  receiving  obligations.  In  his  Journal  to 
Stella  of  March  1711-12,  where  he  fays,  he  can  do  no^ 
thing  (ot  himfelf,  he  adds,  "  I  don't  care,  I  lliall  have 
Minifters,  and  other  people  obliged  to  me."  .  And  he 
did  not  wilh  to  receive  any  return  for  his  fervices,  till 
they  were  fwclled  -to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  rnak^  any^  re^ 
ward,  how  great  fo  ev^r,  fall  (hort  of  their  value,  and 
fo  free  him  from  any  debt  on  the  fcore  of  obligation. 
He  had  all  fhis  time  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  the 
pride  of  independence,  and  of  (hewing,  that  by  his 
own  talents  and  intrinfic  worth,  without  any  of  the 
ufual  aids  in  life,  he  could  raifc  himfelf  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  confequence  and  power,  'than  others  could  do 
by  noble  birth,  high  ftation,  or  enormous  wealth.  It 
muft  have  been  no  fmall  gratification  to  him,  to  think 
that  it  itfas  to  this  little  Vicar  of  Laracor,  that  the  Mi* 
niftry  were  indebted  fbr  remaining  in  their  ports ;  tha? 
he  was  their  protedor  and  prcferver  in  thofc  pofts,  in 
fpite  of  their  enemies,  and  of  themfelves.  That  by 
degrees  he  grew  into  fuch  confidence  with  them,  that 
there  was  nothing  done  in  public  affairs  without  con* 
fulting  him  i  and  that  the  world  in  general  confidered 
him  a3  the  frimutn  mobile  of  all  their  condud,  infomuch, 
that  there  were  many  fpecches  made  againft  him  by 
pame,  on  th?it  Recount,  both  in  the  Hoyfe  of  Lords 
and  Commons.  That  he  ftiould  have  the  greatert  men, 
foreign  Ambafladors,  £*?<:.  folicicing  the  Miniftry, 
through  him,  for  favours.  That  his  acquaintance 
(hould  be  courted  by  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank,  and 
pbtaiqed  only  by  a  few,  nqt  on  the  fpore  of  their  qua- 
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lity,  or  fortune,  but  merit.  Was  there  not  a  fccret 
pride  in  receiving  thefe,  in  a  lodging  of  eight  A)illings 
a  week,  and  walking  to  the  doors  of  all  the  greatell: 
men  of  the  age,  which  flew  open  at  his  approach  ?  Ne- 
ver fure  was  a  greater  triumph  of  parts  and  virtue,  over 
the  ufoal  idols  of  the  world.  To  the  immortal  honour 
of  Swift  be  it  recorded,  .  that  he  was  the  firft  man  of 
letters  and  genius  that  we  read  of,  who  aflerted  the  iu- 
periority  of  talents  over  titles,  of  virtue  over  health, 
in  the  face  of  the  great  and  the  rich ;  and  not  content 
with  vain  fpeculations,  and  idly  declaiming  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  as  all  others  had  done,  boldly  demanded  and  re- 
ceived the  homage  due  to  fuch  fupcriority,  both  for 
hirt)feir  and  others.  This  he  could  never  have  done* 
had  he  not  convinced  the  Great,  that  however  thej 
might  ftand  in  need  of  his  afliftance,  he  wanted  not 
theirs.  That  he  could  be  perfeftly  content  with  his 
pi-efent  fortune,  fmall  as  it  was,  and  return  to  his  wil- 
lows at  a  day's  notice,  on  any  ill  treatment,  without 
the  lead  reludance.  That  they  could  have  no  hold  on 
liim  jither  on  the  fcore  of  avarice,  or  ambitibn.  As 
to  the  former,  the  noble  refentment  which  he  Jhewed 
to  the  firft  attempt  of  Lord  Oxford,  to  lay  him  under 
-a  pecuniary  obligation ;  the  indignation  which  he  ex- 
prefled  on  two  or  three  occafions,  on  bribes  being  of- 
fered to  him  for  his  intereft ;  and,  above  all,  his  fcorn- 
ing  to  make  any  advantage  of  his  *  Works,  to  coa- 
trary  to  the^eftabliflied  praftice  of  all  other  Authors^ 
ihewed  that  he  was  unafiailable  in  that  way.  And  as  to 
ambition,  his  whole  conduA  proved  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  owe  his  rife  wholly  to  his  own  merits,  and  not 

•  As  an  inftance  of  this,  he  fay«,  ia  his  Journal  of  November  1711, 
"  I  am  fbrry  I  fcnt  you  the  Examiner,  for  the  printer  is  going  to  print 
them  in  a  fmall  volume.  It  Teems  the  anchor  is  too.  pxoud^  to  have 
them  printed  by  fubfcription,  though  his  friends  offered^  they  fay,  to 
p^e  i^  woxth  Bve  hundred  |>ounds  to  him/' 
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to  any  folicitation  or  intercft  on  bis  behalf.  In  fhort, 
from  his  many  ikclaracioans  to  others,  in  his  letters  be-> 
fore  quoted,  as  well  as  thofe  made  to  his  bofom  friend 
in  his  Journal,  and  from  chft  whole  tenoiir  of  his  a£tions> 
confonant  to  thofe  declarations,  we  may  fee  that  Swift, 
iipon  joining  with  the  new  Miniftry,  had  laid  down  this 
rule  for  his  conduA ;  that  he  would  ftrve  the  publick 
interefts,  and  the  common  caufe>  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power ;  that  he  would  exert  all  his  influence  in  promo- 
ting men  of  talents  and  worth ;  and  with  regard  to  his 
own  fortune,  leave  it  wholly  to  chance,  and  Court-gra^ 
titude;  of  which,  however,  he  had  fo  mean  an'ppi* 
liion  from  former  experience,  that  he  relied  little  on  itj^ 
and  was  perfeftly  prepared  againft  any  difappointment^ 
In  his  Journal  of  January  1710-1 1,  he  fays,  "  My  new 
friends  arc  very  kind,  and  I  have  promifes  enough^ 
but  I  do  not  count  upon  them ;  and  btfides,  my  pre- 
tences are  very  young  to  them.  However,  we  fhall  fc€ 
what  may  be  done,  and  if  nothing  at  all,  I  ftiall  not  be 
difappointed,  although  perhaps  poor  *  M.  D-  may,  and 
then  I  (hall  be  forrier  for  their  fakes  than  my  own/* 
And  in  that  of  June  following,  he  fays,  "  Remember, 
if  I  am  ufed  ill  and  ungratefully,  as  1  have  formerly 
been,  'tis  what  I  am  prepared  for,  and  (hall  not 
wonder  at  it."  And  in  that  of  Odtober  following, 
he  fays  to  Stella,  "  1  have  no  (buddering  at  all  to 
think  of  retiring  to  my  old  circumftanccs,  if  you  can 
beeafy." 

But  while  Swift  was  thus  letting  occafions  flip,  and 
the  Minifters  deferring  the  reward  of  his  fcrvices,  there 
was  a  cabal  forming  at  Court,  which  put  a  ftop  to  his 
promotion  for  a  while,  and  had  neaily  prevented  a  pof- 
Ability  of  it  during  that  reign,     it  is  to  be  obfcrved, 

*  By  M^  D.  is  generally  meant  Stella,  though  fomeiiincs  it  flands 
for  Stella  and  Mrs.  Dingley. 

that 
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that  however  high  he  was  in  favour  with  the  Miniftrf^ 
K  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  ftood  well  with  the 
Queen,  or  that  fhe  once  gave  him  the  leaft  mark  of  her 
countenance  or  favour.  Swift  had  mentioned  to  Stella^ 
early  in  his  Journal,  that  Mr.'  Harley  had  faid,  h^ 
would  prefent  him  to  the  Queen ;  but  in  his  fubfeqtient 
one  of  January  1710-11,  he  fays,  Mr.  Harley,  of  late, 
has  faid  nothing  of  prefenting  me  fo  the  Queen.— -I  was 
overfeen  when  I  mentioned  it  to  you.  He  has  fuch  a 
weight  of  affairs  on  him,  that  he  cannot  mind  all  5  but 
he  talked  of  it  three  or  four  times  to  me,  long  before  I 
dropt  it  to  you."  Nor  does  it  appear  afterwards^ 
through  the  courfe  of  the  Journal,  that  this  was  ever, 
done,  or  that  the  Queen  took  the  leaft  notice  of  him. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  feen  in  many  places  of. 
Swift's  Works,  that  Ihe  had  imbibed  ftrong  prejudices 
pgainft  him}  firft,  from  Dr.  Sharpe,  Archbifliop  of 
Yorke,  who  rcprcfented  him  as  a  Free-thinker,  or  In- 
fidel; a  charafter  which  that  religious  Queen  muft, 
above  all  others,  detcft  in  a  Clergyman :  and  next,  from 
the  Duchefs  of  Somerfct,  her  favourite,  who  hated 
Swift  mortally,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  reprc- 
fenting  him  in  the  worft  colours  to  her  Royal  Miftrefs. 
But,  above  all,  the  Queen  had  a  reafon  of  her  own  for 
dlfliking  Swift,  as  he  was  conltantly  employed  in  endea^ 
vouring  to  counteraA  her  favourite  plan.  What  chat 
was,  will  fufEciently  appear  from  the  following  extraAs. 
In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  fo  early  as  February  17  lo-i  i,  he 
fays,  *5ril  tell  you  one  great  ftatefecret:  the  Queen,  fen- 
fible  how  much  ftic  was  governed  by  the  late  Miniftry, 
runs  a  little  into  t'other  (extreme,  and  is  jealous  in  that 
point,  even  of  thofc  who  got  her  out  of  the  other's 
hands.*'  He  hints  the  fame  in  other  paflages  of  his 
Journal.  But  in  fome  of  his  Tra6ts,  publifhed  fincc 
his  dcath^  he  is  quite  explicit  on  this  article,  and  has 
'  laid 
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laid  open  a  fecret  fpring  of  government,  which  was 
conftantly  operating  during  the  four  laft  years  of  that 
Queen ;  and  which  being  concealed,  except  from  a  very 
few,  rendered  the  proceedings  of  the  Firft  Minifter 
wholly  unaccountable  to  his  friends,  at  that  time,  and 
to  all  fince  who  have  entered  into  an  examination  of 
his  conduft ;  but  which  being  now  difclofcd,  at  once 
folves  a  riddle,  hitherto  thought  inexplicable.  In  his 
Traft,  intitled.  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change  in  the 
Queen's  Miniftry  in  17  lo,  there  is  the  following  paf- 
fage.  "  She  (the  Queen)  grew  fo  jealous  upon  the 
change  of  her  fervants,  that  often,  out  of  fear  of  be- 
ing impofed  on,  by  an  over  caudon,  (he  would  frnpofe 
tipon  herfelf.  She  took  a  delight  in  refuHng  thofe  who 
were  thought  to  have  greateft  power  with  her,  even  in 
the  mofl:  reafonable  things,  and  fuch  as  were  necelTary 
for  her  fervice,  nor  would  let  them  be  done,  until  flic 
fell  into  the  humour  of  it  hcrfelf.'*  In  another  Traft, 
intitled.  An  Enquiry  inio  the  Behaviour  of  the  ^eerCs  laft 
Miniftry^  there  is  a  paffage  to  the  fame  efftrft.  "  But 
in  difpenfing  her  favours,  flie  was  extremely  cautious 
and*  flow }  and  after  the  ufual  miflake  of  thofe  who 
think  they  have  been  often  impofed  on,  became  fo  very 
fiifpicious,  that  flie  over-fliot  the  mark,  and  erred  on 
the  other  extreme.  When  a  perfon  happened  to  be  re- 
commended as  ufcful  for  her  fervice,  or  proper  to  be 
obliged,  perhaps,  after  a  long  delay,  flie  wouldcon- 
fcnt}  but  if  the  Treafurer  offered  at  the  fame  time  a 
warrant,  or  other  inftrument  to  her,  already  prepared, 
in  order  to  be  flgned,  becaufe  he  prefumed  to  reckon 
on  her  confent  before-hand,  flie  would  not;  and  thus 
the  affair  would  fometimes  lie  for  feveral  months  to^t-^ 

o 

ther,  although  the  thing  were  ever  fo  reafonable,  or 
that  even  the  publick  fuffcred  by  the  delay.  So^that 
thi$  Minifter  had  no  other  remedy,  but  to  let  her  Ma- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  125 

jcfty  take  her  own  time,  which  never  failed  to  be  the 
very  longeft,  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  could  fuflPer 
her  to  defer  it/'  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  Queen, 
who  had  long  been  weary  of  the  bondage  in  which 
(he  was  held  by  the  Whig  Miniftry,  was  deter- 
mined, upon  a  change,  that  (he  would  not  bring  her- 
felf  into  tl>e  fanne  predicament  again,  but  was  refolved 
tOiihew  that  (he  had  a  will  of  her  own,  and  that  (be 
would  exert  it  j  and,  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  this  ef- 
fefiually,  her  plan  was,  not  to  fufFer  the  Tory  intereft 
to  grow  too  ftrong,  but  to  keep  fuch  a.  number  of 
Whigs  (lill  in  office,  as  Ihould  be  a  conftant  check  up- 
on her  Minifters,  againft  any  encroachments  of  thac 
fort.  In  th^  above-mentioned  Traft,  there  are  feveral 
pafTages  that  prove  this  point.  In  pne  it  is  faid,  ^^  It  is 
moft  certain,  when  the  Queen  firft  began  to  change 
her  fervants,  it  was  not  from  a  diflikc  of  things,  but 
of  perfons ;  and  thofe  peribns  were  a  very  fmall  num- 
ber. And  afterwards,  when,  upon  fome  events,  things 
were  pulhed  farther  than  fhe  at  firft  intended,  it  was 
with  great  regret  (he  faw  fome  of  the  principal  great 
Officers  among  the  Whigs  refign  their  employments. 
For,  fays  the  Author,  "  She  had  entertained  the  no- 
tion of  forming  a  moderate  or  comprchenfive  fchemc, 
which  (he  maintained  with  great  firmnefs,  nor  would 
ever  depart  from,  until  about  half  a  year  before  hep 
death."  This  conduft,  no  doubt,  was  good  policy  in 
the  Queen,  in  order  to  prefer ve  a  due  (hare  of  autho- 
rity to  herfelf  J  but  at  the  fame  time  her  Minifter  fuf-^ 
fcred  extremely  by  it,  who  bore  the  brunt  of  all  this 
trimming  and  moderation,  which  were  imputed  to  fome 
fecret  defigns  of  his  own,  and  caufed  incurable  jealou- 
iies  and  fufpicions  in  his  friends,  as  well  as  the  whole 
Tory  party.  Of  this  Swift  gives  the  following  account 
10  the  fame  Tradt.     "  I  remember  it  was  then  com-» 

monly 
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monly  underftood  and  expected,  chat  When  the  fcfliorf 
ended>  a  general  removal  would  be  made  :  but  it  hap- 
pened otherwifc  j  for  flat  only  few  or  none  were  turned 
out,  but  much  deliberation  was  ufed  in  fupplying  com- 
mon vacancies  by  death.     This  manner  of  proceeding, 
in  a  Prime  Minifter,  I  confefs,  appeared  to  me  wholly 
unaccountable,  and  without  example ;  and  I  was  little 
fatisfied  with   the  folution  I  had  heard^    and  partly 
knew,  that  he  aded  thus  to  keep  men  at  his  devotion, 
by  letting  expectation  lie  in  common  ;  for  I  found  the 
tffe£t  did  not  anfwer ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  led 
fo  uneafy  a  life,  by  folicitations  and  purfuits,  as  no  man 
would  endure,  who  had  a  remedy  at  hand*     About  the 
beginning  of  his  Miniftry,  I  did,  at  the  requeft  of  fe- 
veral  cbnfidcrable  perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  repre- 
fenting  this  matter  to  him*     His  anfwer  was  fhort  and 
cold ',  that  he  hoped  his  friends  would  truft  him ;  that 
he  heartily  wi(bed  that  none,  but  thofe  who  loved  the 
Church  and  Queen,  were  employed,  but  that  all  could 
not  be  done  on  a  fudden.    I  have  reafon  to  believe^ 
that  his  neareft  acquaintance  were  then  wholly  at  a  lofs 
what  to  thinbof  his  conduft.     He  was  forced  to  pre- 
fervc  the  opinion  of  power,  without  which  he  could  not 
a£ts  while,  in  reality,  he  had  little  or  nonej  and  be* 
fides,  he  thought  it  became  him  to  take  the  burden  of 
reproach   upon  himfelf,    rather  than  lay  it  upon  the 
Queen,  his  Miftrefs,  who  was  grown  very  pofitivc,  flow, 
and  fufpicious ;  and  from  the  opinion  of  having  been 
formerly  too  much  direftcd,  fell  into  the  other  extreme, 
and  became  difficult  to  be  advifcd.     So  that  few  Mini- 
fters  had  ever  perhaps  a  harder  game  to  play,  between 
thejealoufy  and  difcontents  of  his  friends  on  oneHde, 
and  the  management  of  the  Queen's  temper  on  the 
other/'    In  another  part  of  the  fame  Traft,  there  is  a 
paflage  to  the  fame  efFc6tr    **  Upon  Mn  Harley's  rip* 

covery. 
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eorcty,  which  was  foon  followed  by  his  promotion  €0 
an  Earldom,  and  the  Trcafurcr's  Staff,  he  was  carncftly 
prefTcd  to  go  on  wich  the  change  of  employments,  for 
which  his  friends  and  the  kingdom  were  very  impatient; 
wherein  I  am  confident  he  was  not  unwilling  to  com^ 
ply,  if  a  new  incident  had  not  put  farther  difficulties 
in  his  way.  The  Queen,  having  thought  fit  to  take 
the  key  from  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  it  was,  af- 
ter fome  time,  given  to  another  great  Lady  (the 
Duchefs  of  Somerfct)  wholly  in  the  interefts  of  the 
oppoOte  party ;  who,  by  a  moft  obfequious  behaviour, 
of  which  (he  is  a  pcrfeft  miftrcfs,  and  the  privilege  of . 
her  place,  which  gave  her  continual  accefe,  quickly  won 
fo  far  upon  the  affe£tions  of  her  Majefty,  that  fhe  had 
more  perfonal  credit  than  all  the  Queen*s  fervants  put 
together.  Of  this  Lady's  charafter  and  ftory,  having 
fpoken  fo  much  in  other  papers,  which  may  one  day 
fee  the  light,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  as  foon  as  flie 
was  fixed  in  her  ftation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe 
of  her  own  nature,  grew  daily  more  difficult,  and  un- 
complying. Some  weak  endeavours  were  indeed  ufcd 
to  divert  her  Majcfty  from  this  choice  i  but  flic  conti- 
nued fteady,  and  pleaded,  that  if  Ihe  might  not  have 
the  liberty  of  choofing  her  own  fervants,  (he  could  not 
fee  what  advantage  (he  had  gotten  by  the  change  of  her 
Miniftry :  and  fo  little  was  her  heart  fct  upon  what  they 
call  a  High-Church,  or  Tory  Adminiftration,  that  fe- 
veral  employments  in  Court  and  Country,  and  a  great 
majority  in  all  Commiffions,  remained  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the  prefcht  proceedings."  And, 
as  a  farther  confirmation  of  the  Queen's  difpofition  in 
this  refpeft,  he  fays,  in  the  fecond  part  of  the  above 
Trad,  "  Her  only  objedtion  again  ft  feveral  Clergymen, 
recommended  to  her  for  promotions  in  the  Churchy 
was  their  being  too  violent  in  party.     And  a  *  Lady, 

•  Lady  Mafham. 

>  in 
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in  high  favour  with  her,  has  frequently  aflured  me, 
that  whenever  Ihc  moved  the  Queen  to  difcard  fqmc 
perlbnSj  who,  upon  all  occafions,  with  great  virulence, 
oppofed  the  Court,  her  Majefty  would  conllantly  re- 
fute, and  at  the  fame  time  condemn  her  for  too  much 
party-zeal."  Such  being  the  Queen's  fyftem  of  con- 
duSt,  it  is  evident  that  Swift  muft  have  been  more  ob- 
noxious to  her,  than  any  man  living,  as  he  was  the 
mod  unwearied  in  his  endeavours  to  counteract  her 
views,  by  rooting  out  the  Whigs  entirely,  and  there- 
fore ihe  muft  conftantly  have  looked  upon  him  with  an 
evil  eye.  But  when  at  lad  he  made  a  diredt  attempt  to 
get  her  to  difcharge  her  favourite^  the  Duchefs  of  So- 
merfet,  in  a  Copy  of  Vcrfes  addreflcd  to  the  Queen, 
the  mott  bitter,  with  regard  to  the  Duchefs,  perhaps, 
that  ever  was  penned,  called  "  The  Windfor  Pro- 
phecy i"  the  Queep  gave  evident  marks  of  her  difplea- 
iure,  and  took  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  fbewing 
her  refentment  to  the  Author,  by  proclaiming  a  reward 
of  three  hundred  pounds  for  difcovcring  the  Author  of 
a  Pamphlet,  called  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  fFhigs^ 
which  fi)e  knew  to  have  been  written  by  Swift,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Miniftry.  This  fa£k  he  has  commemorated, 
in  a  Copy  of  Verfes  on  himfelf,  where,  fpeaking  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  he  fays. 

From  her  red  locks  her  mouth  with  venom  fills. 
And  thence  into  the  Royal  ear  inftils. 
The  Queen  incens'd,  his  fcrvices  forgot. 
Leaves  him  a  viftim  to  the  vengeful  Scot: 
Now  through  the  realm  a  proclamation  fpread. 
To  fix  a  price  on  his  devoted  head : 
While  innocent,  he  fcorns  ignoble  flight. 
His  watchful  friends  prcfcrve  him  by  a  fleight, 

Aod 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


And  in  the  Preface  to  his  Hiftory  of  the  Four  tafi  Teari* 
tf  ^een  Anne^  he  fays,  "  I  was  fo  far  from  having  any 
dbligation  to  the  CrbWn,  that,  on  the  contrary,  hef 
Majcfly  iflbed  a  Proclamation^  offering  three  hundred 
pounds  to  any  perfon  who  would  difcover  the  Aiithot* 
df  a  certain  (hort  Tfeatife,  which  the  Qyeen  well  kncW 
to  have  been  Written  by  me.*' 

From  all  that  has  bden  offered  upon  this  hedd^  wd 
may  clearly  deduce  the  feafon  why  Swift  remained  fuch 
a  length  of  time  withotit  any  promotion,  arid  may  fairl/ 
exonerate  Lord  Oxford  from  the  Charges  made  agaihfl: 
him  bn  that  fcore.  It  is  now  evident,  though  before; 
it  was  a  fecret  to  the  world,  that  he  had  by  hb  nrteans 
that  degree  of  power.  Which  he  was  fuppofed  tb  enjoy^ 
in  any  matter  whatever  •  but  in  atty  poiht  that  did  no< 
fall  In  with  her  Majefty's  pleafur?,  he  had  nbne  at  all, 
much  lef$  therefore  in  fuch  as  (he  wJis  fet  againft.  A- 
mong  which  nunlber,  that  of  the  proitlotion  of  Dr* 
*  Swift,  fbf  the  reafons  above-mentioned,  fctms  to  haves 
been  one.  If,  as  he  has  related,  **  Her  only  objeftiort 
againft  fcVc^al  Clergymeii,  recomnriended  to  het  for  pro- 
motions ih  the  Church,  was  their  being  tob  viblent  iri 
party;"  how  much  more  ftrongly  rtiurt  this  havfc  opcj 
rated  with  regard  to  him,  -whofe  zeal  in  the  caufe  he 
had  efpoufed,  tranfportcd  him  ^o  beyond  all  bounds  of* 
moderation,  as  to  keep  no  meafures  everi  vt^ith  her, 
though  he  well  kneW  her  difpbfitidn.  Of  this  he  gave; 
a  ftrong  proof  in  the  Windfor  Prophecy ;  the  teridencyi 
of  whieh  was,  to  prevail  on  het-  Majefty  tb  remove  thd 
Duchcfs  bf  Somerfet,  the  patrdnefs  of  the  Whig  caufe, 
by  the  moft  bitter  inveAlves  on  her  chara^er,  frofn  hef 
poll  J  ahd  i^  receive  Mrs.  Mafham^  who  was  equally 
attached  to  the  Tory  iiitefeftj  in  hef  place.  He  was  fd 
indi(creet  as  to  give  orders  for  the  publication  of  thaU 
pieccj  which  would  have  been  donc^   had  not  Mft* 
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Madiam  prevented  it.  Of  this  he  gives  the  followiirg 
account^  in  his  Journal  of  December  171 1.  "I  calji- 
<d  at  noon  at  Mrs.  Maiham's>  who  defired  me  not  to 
let  the  Prophecy  be  publifhed^  for  fear  of  angering  the 
Queen  about  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfct';  fo  I  wrote  to 
the  printer  to  flop  them.  They  have  been  printed, 
and  given  about^  but  not  fold.''  And  a  little  lower, 
he  fays,  "  I  entertained  our  Society  at  the  Thatch'd- 
houfc  tavern  to-day  at  dinner  -,  'but  brother  Bathurft 
fcnt  for  wine,  the  houfe  affording  noi>e.  The  printer 
had  not  received  my  letter,  and  fo  he  brought  us  a  cjo- 
s^n  a-piece  of  the  Prophecy  i  but  I  ordered  him  to 
part  with  no  more.  'Tis  an  admirable  good  one,  and 
people  are  mad  for  it."  As  this  Society  confiftcd  of 
fixteen,  we  here  fee  there  was  a  fufficient  number  got 
abroad,  to  have  it  generally  fpread ;  fo  that  it  was  no 
tlifficult  matter  for  the  Duchefs  to  procure  a  copy, 
which  Aie  kept  by  her  in  petfo^  'till  (be  ihould  find  a 
convenient  feafon  for  wreaking  her  revenge.  This  foon 
olTered  itfelf,  when  he  wa$  recommended  to  the  Queen 
for  a  vacant  Biflioprick,  from  which  he  was.  precluded 
h(f  the  Duchefs,  in  the  manner  before  related.  Who- 
ever reads  that  Prophecy,  is  acquainted  with  the 
Queen's  difpofitfon,  and  knows  the  afcendency  which 
the  Duchefs  maintained  over  her  to  the  laflr,  will  not 
wonder  that  Swift  remained  fo  long  without  any  pro- 
motion. That  Lord  Oxford  was  folicitous  for  his 
friend's  preferment,  appears  from  his  recommending 
him  (o  early  to  a  Biflioprick,  which  was  a  faftof  gene* 
ral  notoriety  at  that  time,  and  fincc  confirmed  to  me  by 
good  authority.  And  the  reaibns  are  now  equally  ob- 
vious, why  it  was  not  in  the  Lord  Treafurer's  power  10 
promote  him  afterwsM'ds ;.  though  it  is  probable  that  he 
ftudioufly  concealed  this  from  Swift,  as  he  might  think 
ahedifcovery  of  hi&  inability  to  ferve  him^  might  have 
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fervt  him  back  to  his  willows,  at  a  time  when  he  mod 
needed  his  affiftance.  But  to  make  him  amends,  he 
(hewed  him  every  perfonal  kindnefs  in  his  power,  pro- 
vided for  all  whom  he  recommended,  and  never,  as 
Swift  himfclf  declares,  refufcd  him  any  thing  that  he 
a(ked. 

In  this  fituation  Swift  remained  during  the  fpace  of 
two  years  and  a  half,  from  his  firfl;  acquaintance  with 
the  Miniftry;  often  declaring  to  Stella,  that  he  wa» 
weary  of  the  fcene  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  of 
the  part  which  he  took  in  itj  frequently  exprefling  an 
carneft  deQre  of  returning  to  his  former  fituation,  and 
declaring  as  often,  that  nothing  reftraincd  him  frond 
doing  it,  but  that  he  t!)Ought  himfelf  obliged,  both  in 
honour  ^nd  duty,  not  to  dcfcrt  the  caufe  in  which  ha 
was  engaged,  and  of  which  he  was  the  great  champion, 
*till  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  towards  the 
cftablilhment  and  fupport  of  it.  When  therefore  he 
had  nearly  finifiied  his  Hiftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht, 
which  was  the  laft  work  he  propofed  on  the  fubjeft,  he 
determined  to  ftay  no  longer,  unlefs  fomcthing  ho»» 
liourable  were  done  for  him.  At  this  jundlure,  there 
happened  to  be  vacant  three  Deaneries  in  Ireland,  and 
a  Canonry  of  Windfor,  with  fome  other  Church  pre-» 
ferments  in  England.  Swift  therefore  filently  refolvcd, 
if  there  were  no  notige  taken  of  him  on  this  o'ccafion, 
to  return  to  Laracpr,  and  have  done  with  Courts  for 
ever.  The  account  we  have  of  this  in  his  Journal, 
written  to  the  hour,  will  bed  reprefent  to  us  his  ftate  of 
mind  at  that  time.  Journal,  April  13,  171  J»  **  This 
morning  my  friend  Mr.  Lewis  came  to  me,  and  (hewed 
me  an  order  for  a  warrant  for  the  three  vacant  Deane- 
ries, but  none  of  them  to  me*  This  was  what  I  always 
forefaw,  and  received  the  notice  of  it  better,  I  believe, 
than  be  expe&ed«     1  bid  Mr.  Lewis  tell  my  Lord  Trea^ 
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furer,  that  I  take  nothing  ill  of  bim^  but  bis  n6t  giving  me 
timely  notice^  as  he  promijed  to  doy  if  be  found  the  ^een 
would  do  nothing  for  me.  At  noon,  Lord  Trcafurcr 
tiearing  I  was  in  Mr.  Lewises  Office,  came  to  me,  and 
faid  many  things  too  long  to  repeat.  I  told  him,  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  go  to  Ireland  immediately,  for  { 
could  nor,  with  any  reputation,  ftay  longer  here,  un- 
lefs  I  had  fomething  honourable  immediately  given  to 
me.  We  dined  together  at  the  Duke  of  Ormond's. 
He  there  told  me  he  had  flopped  the  warrants  for  the 
Deans,  that  what  was  done  for  me  might  be  at  the 
fame  time,  and  he  hoped  to  compafs  it  to-night ;  but 
I  believe  him  not.  I  told  the  Duke  of  Ormond  my 
intentions.  He  is  content  Sterne  fkould  be  a  Bifliop, 
and  I  have  St.  Patrick's,  but  I  believe  nothing  will  come 
of  it,  for  ftay  I  will  not ;  and  (o  I  believe  you  will  fee 
me  in  Dublin  before  April  ends.  I  am  lefs  out  of  hu- 
rix>ur  than  you  would  imagine ;  and  if  it  were  not  that 
•impertinent  people  would  condole  with  me,  as  they, 
ufcd  to  give  me  joy,  I  would  value  it  lefs.  But  I  ftill 
avoid  company, ^  and  muftcr  up  my  baggage,  and  fend 
them  next  Monday  by  the  carrier  to  Chefter,  and  go  fee 
my  willows,  againft  the  expeftation  of  all  the  world. 

"  J 4th.  I  dined  in  the  City  to-day,  and  ordered  z 
'lodging  to  be  got  ready  for  me,  againft  I  caoic  to  pack 
up  my  things ;  for  I  will  leave  this  end  of  the  town  as 
foon  as  ever  the  warrants  for  the  Deaneries  are  out, 
which  are  yet  ftopped.  Lord  Treafurer  told  Lewis 
that  it  Ihould  be  determined  to-night ;  and  fo  he  will 
fay  a  hundred  nights  ;  fo  he  faid  ycfterday,  but  I  value 
rt  not.  My  daily  Journals  fhall  be  but  fhort,  'till  I  get 
into  the  city,  and  then  I  will  fend  away  this,  and  fol- 
low it  myfclf  J  I  dcfign  to  walk  it  all  the  way  to  Che- 
fter,  my  man  and  I,  by  ten  miles  a  day.  It  will  do  my 
health  a  great  deal  of  good.  I  (hall  doit  in- fourteen 
days^ 
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**  15th.  Lord  Bolingbroke  made  me  dine  with  him 
to^ay  (I  was  as  good  company  as  ever)  and  told  me 
the  Queen  would  determine  fomething  for  me  to-night, 
7he  di/puie is  W Iff DsoR,  or  St.  Patrick's.  I  told  him 
I  would  not  ftay  for  their  difputes,  and  he  thought  I 
was  in  the  right.  Lord  Mafham  told  me,  that  Lady 
Mafham  is  angry  I  have  not  been  to  fee  her  fincc  this 
bufinels,  and  dcfires  I  will  come  to-morrow. 

"  16th.  1  was  this  noon  at  Lady  Mafham's,  who 
was  juft  come  from  KcnGngton,  where  her  elded  fon 
is  (ick.  She  faid  much  to  me  of  what  ihe  had  talked 
to  the  Queen  and  Lord  Treafurer.  The  poor  Lady  fell 
cjhedding  tears  openly.  She  could  ttot  bear  to  think  of  my 
having  Si.  Patrick's,  &c.  I  was  never  more  moved 
than  to  fee  fo  much  friendibip.  I  would  not  (lay  with 
her,  but  went  and  dined  with  Dr.  Arbutbnot,  with  Mr. 
Berkeley,  one  of  your  Fellows,  whom  I  have  rccom* 
mended  to  the  Doftor,  6?^.  Mr.  Lewis  tells  me,  that 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  has  been  to-day  with  the  Queen, 
and  Ihe  was  content  that  Dr.  Sterne  fhould  be  Bi/hop  of 
Dromore,  and  I  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's ;  hit  then  out 
came  Lord  treafurer,  and  faid ,  that  he  would  not  befatif^ 
Jied,  but  that  1  muft  be  a  Prebendary  of  Windfor.  Thus 
he  perplexes  things.  lexpeSl  neither;  but  1  confefs,  as 
much  as  I  love  England,  I  am  fo  angry  at  this  treat- 
ment, that,  if  I  had  my  choice,  I  would  rather  have 
St.  Patrick's,  Lady  Malham  fay§,  flic  will  Ipeak  to 
the  purpofe  to  the  Queen,  to-morrow^ 
•  ««  17th.  I  went  to  dine  at  Lady  Mafliam's  to-day^ 
and  flie  was  taken  ill  of  a  fore  throat,  and  is  aguifh. 
She  fpoke  to  the  Queen  laft  night,  but  had  not  much 
time.  The  Queen  fays>  flie  will  determine  to-morrow 
with  Lord  Treafurer.  The  warrants  for  the  Deaneries 
are  Xtill  flopped,  for  fear  I  fliould  begone.  Do  you 
think  any  thing  will  be  done  ?  I  don't  care  whether  there 
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is  or  no.     In  the  mean  time,  I  prepare  for  my  jourrtcjr^ 
and  fee  no  great  people,  nor  will  fee  Lord  Treafurer 
any  more,  if  I  go.     Lord  Treafurer  told  Mr.  Lewis  it 
vfliould  be  done  to-night,  fo  he  faid  five  nights  ago. 

1 8th,  ''This  morning  Mr  Lewis  fent  me  word, 
that  Lord  Treafurer  told  him  the  Queen  would  deter* 
mine  at  noon.  At  three.  Lord  Treafurer  fent  to  me  to 
come  to  his  lodgings  at  St*  James's,  and  told  me,  the 
Queen  was  at  laft  rcfolvcd  that  Dr.  Sterne  fhould  be 
Bilhop  of  Dromore,  and  I,  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  and 
that  Sterne's  warrant  (hould  be  drawn  immediately, 
Tou  know  the  Deanery  is  in  the  Duke  of  Ormondes  gift ;  but 
ibis  is  concerted'  between  the  ^een,  Lord  treafurer ^  and 
Duke  of  Ormondf  to  make  room  for  me.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  yet  be  done  j  fomc  unlucky  accident 
may  yet  come.  Neither  can  I  feel  joy  at  palfing  my 
days  in  Ireland  i  and  I  confefs  I  thought  the  Mintftry  would 
not  let  me  go  i  hut  ferhafs  they  cannot  help  it. 

•^  1 9th.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Lord  Treafurer 
forced  me  to  dine  with  him  yeftcrday,  as  ufual,  with  his 
Saturday  company,  which  1  did,  after  frequent  refufals. 
To  day  I  dined  with  a  private  friend,  and  was  not  at 
Court.  After  dinner,  Mr.  Lewis  fent  me  word,  that 
the  Queen  ftayed  *till  fhc  knew  whether  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  approved  of  Sterne  for  a  Bifhop.  I  went  this 
evening,  and  found  the  Duke  of  Ormond  at  the  Cock«> 
pit,  and  told  him,  and  defired  he  would  go  to  the 
Queen,  and  approve  of  Sterne.  He  made  ohjeffions,  and 
deGred  I  would  name  any  other  Deanery,  for  he  did  not 
like  Sterne ;  that  Sterne  never  went  to  fee  him  j  that  he 
was  influenced  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  fc?r.  fo 
all  is  now  broken  again.  I  fent  out  for  Lord  Treafu- 
rer, and  told  him  this.  He/ays^  all  will  do  well;  hut 
J  value  not  what  be  fays.  This  fufpenfc  vexes  me  worfe 
than  any  thing  elfe, 
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**  aoth.  I  went  to-day,  by  appointment,  to  thte 
Cock-pit,  to  talk  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  He  re- 
peated the  fame  propofals  of  any  other  "Deanery,  6?^. 
I  defired  he  would  put  me  out  of  the  cafe,  and  do  ajB 
he  pleafed«  Then,  with  great  kindnefs,  he  faid  he 
would  confent  j  but  wbutd  do  it  for  no  man  elfe  but  me, 
^r.  And  fo  perhaps  fomething  will  come  of  it.  I 
can*t  tell. 

<*  a  I  ft.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  has  told  the  QuccHj 
he  is  fatisfied  Sterne  Ihould  be  Bifhop,  and  fhe  confents 
I  (hall  be  Deanes  and  I  fuppofe  warrants  will  be  drawta 
in  a  day  or  two.  I  dined  at  an  ale-houfe  with  Parnell ' 
and  Berkeley ;  for  I  am  not  in  a  humour  to  go  among 
the  Minifters,  though  Lord  Dartmouth  invited  me  tk> 
dine  with  him  to-day,  and  Lord  Treafurer  was  to  be 
there.    I  faid  I  would,  if  I  were  out  of  fufpenfe. 

"  22d.  The  Queen  fa)rs,  the  warrants  Ihall  be 
drawn,  but  (he  will  difpofe  of  all  in  England  and 
Ireland  at  once,  to  be  teafed  my  more.  This  will 
delay  it  fome  time,  and  while  it  is  delayed,  I  am  not 
JuTt  Dftbe  ^een,  mj  enemies  being  hufy.  I  hate  this  fqf- 
penfe. 

^'  23d.  1  dined  yefterday  with  General  Hamilton : 
1  forgot  to  tell  you.  1  write  Ihort  Journds  now,  I 
have  eggs  on  the  fpit.  This  night  the  Queen  has  (igrr* 
ed  all  the  warrants,  among  which,  Sterne  is  Bi(hop  of 
Dromorc  J  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to  fend  over  an 
order  for  making  me  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  him  at  all.  I  think  'tis  now  paft.  But  yoi^ 
fee  what  a  condition  I  am  in.  I  thought  1  was  to  pay 
but  fix  hundred  pounds  for  the  houfe,  but  the  Bi(hyp 
of  Clogher  fays  eight  huntired  pounds ;  firft-fruits/  a- 
bout  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Iri(h  i  and  fe  with 
a  patent,  (^c.  a  thoufand  pounds  in  all ;  fo  that  I  (hall 
not  be  the  better  for  the  Deanery  thefe  three  years.    I 
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.hppf*  ia  fpmc  time,  they  ^\\\  bepcrfuaded  here  to  giir« 
me  fomc  money  to  pay  off  thefe  debts.  I  muft  finifli 
jhe  book  I  am  writing,  before  I  can  go  over  -,  and  they 
expcfl:  I  (hall  pafs  next  winter  here,  and  then  I  will 
driv^  them  to  give  me  a  (urn  of  money*  However,  I 
hope  to  pafs  four  or  five  months  with  ypu.  1  received 
jrour*s  to-night  j  juft  ten  weeks  fince  I  had  your  laft.  I 
ihall  write  next  poft  to  Bilhop  Sterne.  Never  man  ha4 
fo  many  enemies  of  Ireland  as  he.  I  carried  it  with  the 
ftrongcft  hand  poffible.  If  he  docs  not  ufe  me  weU, 
gnd  gently,  in  what  dealings  I  fhall  have  with  him,  he 
will  be  the  moft  ungrateful  of  mankind.  The  Arch* 
hjhop  of  TqtK  ^y  tnortdl  enepiyy  basjent^  by  a  third  band^ 
fhat  be  would  be  glad  to  fee  m^*  Sball  I  fee  bim  or  not? 
J  hope  to  be  over  in  a  month,  I  (hall  anlwer  your  rattle 
foon  ^  but  no  more  Journal.  I  fliall  be  very  bufy. 
Short  letters  from  henceforward.  I  Ihall  not  part  with 
Laracor ;  that  is  all  I  have  to  live  on,  except  the  Deaa* 
cry  be  worth  more  than  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  *• 
Is  it  ?  Pray  write  me  a  good  humoured  letter  immedi^ 
gtely,  let  it  be  ever  fo  fhort.  This  affair  was  carried  with 
great  difficulty,  which  vexes  me.  But  they  fay  here,  it 
is  much  to  my  reputation,  that  J  have  made  a  Bifhop^ 
in  fpite  of  all  the  world^  and  to  get  the  hefi  Deanery  in  Ire^ 
land  f, 

^^  26th.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  a  thoqfand 
people  gave  me  joy;  fo  Tran  out.  I  dined  with  Lord 
Orkney,'  Ycfterday  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and 
his  Saturday  people,  as  ufual  3  and  was  fo  be-dean'dj 
i^f .     Ti?r  Ar^bbifhop  of  Torkfays  h(  mil  n^er  mgrefpeah 

from  an  examination  of  this  extraft,  we  fliall  clearly 
fee,  that  the  great  obftacle  to  Swifc'3  prefcrmept,  W4S 

*  This  Deanery  was  worth  more  than  fevcn  hundred. 

■f:  Jhp  nip<l  coniidcraW<^  ia  poi«t  pf  rank,  but  not  income,  i 
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the  pTtjudicc  conceived  againft  him  by  the  Qjicen,  and 
not  any  ncgleft  or  want  of  friendfliip  in  the  Miniftry, 
He  fcems  to  have  been  himfelf  of  this  opinion,  where 
he  fays;  upon  finding  that  none  of  the  Deaneries  were 
given  to  him,  "  1  bid  Mr,  Lewis  tell  my  Lord  Trca- 
furer,  that  1  take  nothing  ill  of  bim,  but  bis  not  giving  me 
fimely  notice^  as  be  fromifed  to  do^  if  be  found  the  ^een 
ivould  do  nothing  for  me.'' 

And  afterwards,  in  the  progrcft  of  this  affair,  he 
exprefies  his  fufpicion  more  ftrongly  in  that  point, 
where  he  fays,  *^  This  will  delay  itfome  time,  and  while 
it  is  delayed,  lam  not  fare  of  the  ^een,  my  enemies  ^^- 
ing  bf0.  I  hate  this  fufpenfe.  It  is  evident  alfo,  that 
the  Lord  Trcafurer,  upon  bearing  Swift's  declaration 
to  Mr,  Lewis,  was  greatly  alarmed,  and  began  to  bcftir 
himfelf  with  all  his  might.  The  warrants  for  the 
Deans  were  immediately  ftopped,  to  prevent  Swift's  de- 
parting, as  he  threatened  he  would.  And  though  the 
affair  was  not  carried  on  with  that  difpatch,  which 
Swift's  impatience  required,  yet  it  is  evident,  the  Trea- 
surer wa^  exerting  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  accomplilh 
the  point  for  him  in  his  own  way.  He  was  by  no 
means  fatisfied  that  his  friend  (hould  befent  to  Ireland, 
and  wa3  therefore  ufing  all  his  influence  to  get  him  a 
Canonry  of  Windfor,  which  he  knew  alfo  would  be 
much  more  agreeable  to  him.  The  affair  of  the  Dean« 
cry  was  ealily  fettled,  as  we  fee  from  the  following  paf- 
fagc  in  the  Journal.  "  Mr.  Lewis  tells  me,  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  has  been  to-day  with  the  Queen,  and 
ihe  was  content  that  Dr*  Sterne  fhould  be  Biffaop  of 
Dromore,  and  I,  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  but  then  out 
came  Lord  Treafurer,  and  faid,  he  would  not  be  fatif- 
fied,  but  that  I  mufl  be  a  Prebendary  of  Windfor. 
Thus  h^  perplexes  things,"  6fr.  In  the  whole  pro- 
g;rcf§  gf  this  afiair.  Swift  ^eaks  peevifhly  of  the  LqjxI 
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TneaAirer^  and,  with  all  the  captioufnefs  of  a  jcaloi^ 
lover,  who  whb  will  not  come  to  an  explanation.  Thfc 
Trcafurer  was  really  exerting  all  his  endeavours  to  fcrvc 
Tiis  friend,  in  the  way  which  he  knew  would  be  moft 
agreeable  to  him ;  though,  according  to  his  ufual  r&- 
ferve,  he  did  not  care  to  ihform  him  of  the  difficulties 
in  his  way.  And  Swift,  who  was  too  proud  to  enquire 
into  this,  fufpefted  him  either  of  want  of  zeal,  or  in- 
dulging his  ufual  procrafti nation,  which  is  obvious^ 
from  all  the  expreflions  relative  to  him  in  the  above 
quotations.  But  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter  appears 
to  be  this.  The  Queen  was  willing  enough  that  Swift 
Ihould  have  a  moderate  provifion  made  for  him  in  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  fend  him  into  banilhment,  in  a  da- 
rent,  though  not  very  honourable  manner.  And  the 
Minifter,  on  the  other  hand,  wanted  to  keep  him  with 
iiim  at  all  events.  We  find,  with  regard  to  the  Wind- 
Tor  promotion,  the  Queen  continued  inflexible,  not  only 
agairift  the  folicitations  of  the  Trcafurer,  but  of  Lady 
Mafham,  who  was  her  ncareft  favourite,  after  the  Du- 
chcfi  of  Somerfet.  How  zealous  that  Lady  was  in  his 
caufe,  may  be  feen  in  a  paflage  of  the  above  quotation, 
where,  fpeaking  of  her,  he  fays,  "  She  faid  much  to 
me  of  what  Ihe  had  talked  to  the  Queen,  and  Lord 
Treaforer.  The  po$r  Lady  fell  a  fhedding  of  tears  openly. 
She  eeuldnot  hear  to  think  of  my  having  St.  Patrick^s,'  kc. 
We  find  afterwards,  when  the  Lord  Trcafurer  faw 
that  the  Queen  was  obftinate  with  regard  to  this  point, 
there  was  another  bar  thrown  in  the  Way  of  Swift's  pro- 
motion in  Ireland,  probably  contrived  between  him 
and  the  Duke  of  Ormond ;  which  was,  riiat  the  Duke 
fliould  demur  againft  Sterne's  being  madeaBilhop; 
nor  can  this  change  in  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  when  he 
had  before  confented  to  Sterne's  promotion,  be  ration* 
«ily  accounted  for  in  any  other  w>y.    This  probably 
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was  the  Trcafurcr*s  laft  effort,  to  oblige  the  Queen  to 
do  fomething  for  Swift  in  England  1  but  when  Swif( 
himfelf  continued  refolute  in  the  other  point,  probabl/ 
On  a  fufpicion,  that  the'  Queen  could  not  be  wrought 
upon  to  prefer  him  in  England,  and  urged  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  to  the  accompli(hfnent  of  it,  and  upon  his  de- 
murring, exprcffed  himfelf  refentfuUy  j  the  Duke,  who 
loved  Swift  fincerely,  could  ftand  it  no  longer,  but  aa 
Swift  mentions  in  the  Journal,  <^  with  great  kindnefs^ 
he  faid  he  would  confent,  but  would  do  it  for  no  man 
dfc  but  me,"  6fr. 

But  there  is  one  circumftance  in  this  tranfaAion,  that 
feems  very  unaccountable  i  which  is,  that  Swift  was  not 
immediately  made  Bilhop  of  Clogher,  inftead  of  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick's.  We  do  not  find,  that  Dr.  Sterne  had 
one  friend  in  the  world  to  recommend  him,  but  Swift 
himfelf.  On  the  contrary,  we  fee  he  was  obnoxious  to 
the  Miniftry,  but  particularly  fo  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who  was 
chiefly  to  be  confulted  in  the  difpofal  of  preferments 
there-  When  it  comes  to  the  pulh,  the  only  objection 
the  Duke  offers  to  Swift's  getting  St.  Patrick's,  is  his 
diflike  of  Sterne,  and  the  reluctance  he  Ihews  at  his  be- 
ing promoted  to  a  Bifhoprick.  Now,  was  not  this  dif- 
ficulty eafily  fmoothed  away,  by  making  Swift  at  once 
Biftiop  of  Clogher  ?  And  would  not  the  Miniftry  have 
been  all  much  better  pleafed  to  place  him  in  that  See, 
than  a  man  who  was  at  beft  indifferent  to  them,  but 
certainly  obnoxious  to  fome,  and  thofe  the  principal 
among  them  ?  It  may  therefore  be  furmifed,  that  this 
was  a  point  not  attempted,  becaufe  they  were  fure  the 
Queen  would  never  confent  to  make  him  a  ^iihop^ 
while  her  difpleafure  continued  fo  high  againft  him^ 
though  Ihe  was  willing  to  fend  him  into  eidle,  in  (o  mor* 
derate  a  ftation^  as  that  of  Dean^  even  at  the  expence 
3  ^  of 
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of  promoting  a  man  of  no  weight  or  confidcration^  Ut 
tL  higher  ftation,  to  make  room  for  him.  And  the  Mi* 
niftry  certainly  (hewed  the  greatcft  rcadincfs  to  gratify 
him  in  any,  thing  which  he  Ihould  dcfire,  when  they 
(tonfented  to  the  promotion  of  a  man,  whom  they  dif* 
liked,  to  make  room  for  his  preferment,  in  a  way  aUp 
which  they  did  not  approve  of,  merely  becaufe  he  made 
a  point  of  it.  So  that,  however  fmall  a  recompenfe 
the  Deanery  itfclf  might  have  been  confidered  for  Swift's 
fervices,  yet  as  there  was  a  Bifhoprick  beftowed  at  the 
fame  time,  purely  to  make  way  for  this,  and  to  be  char* 
ged  wholly  to  his  account,  the  Miniftry  certainly  cannot 
be  taxed  with  a  want  of  a  due  fenfe  of  his  merits,  and 
a  fuitable  defire  of  rewardiag  them.  And  however  out 
cf  humour  he  might  be,  where  he  fays,  "  This  affair 
was  carried  with  great  difficulty,  which  vexes  me." 
Yet  he  very  juftly  adds,  '*  But  they  fay  here,  it  is  mucb 
to  my  reputation,  that  I  have  made  a  Bifhop  in  fpite  of 
all  the  world,  and  to  get  the  belt  Deanery  in  Ireland.'* 
He  afterwards  (hews  how  entirely  this  was  his  work, 
againfl:  all  oppofition,  where  he  fays,  <*  I  (hall  write 
next  poft  to  Bifhop  Sterne.  Never  man  had  fo  many 
enemies  of  Ireland  as  he ;  I  carried  it  \vith  the  (trongeft 
hand  poflible.  If  he  does  not  ufe  me  well,  and  gently, 
in  what  ;dealings  I  (hall  have  with  him,  he  will  be  the 
moft  ungrateful  of  mankind." 

In  his  whole  account  of  this  tranfa&ion,  which  exhi* 
bits  a  lively  pifture  of  his  Itate  of  mind  to  the  mo^ 
ment,  he  feems  to  have  been  much  under  the  influence 
of  humour.  Though  he  was  confcious  that  the  Queen 
herfelf  was  the  chief  bar  to  his  promotion,  yet  he  fpcaks 
^s  peevifhly  of  the  Treafurer,  as  if  the  fole  blame  lay 
with  him.  At  one  time  he  feems  earned:  about  obtain** 
ing  St.  Patrick's,  and  is  angry  with  the  Treafurer  for 
putting  any  rub  in  4thc  way^  though  in  favour  of  ano<.. 

ihcr 
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thcr  meafure,  which  would  certainly  have  pleafed  him 
more.  When  he  mentions  the  Queen's  having  con- 
fented  to  Swift's  arrangement  of  the  Bifhoprick  and 
Deanery,  he  adds,  much  out  of  humour,  "  but  then 
out  came  Lord  Treafurer,  and  faid  he  would  not  be  fa- 
tisfied,  but  that  I  muft  be  a  Prebendary  of  Windfor. 
Thus  he  perplexes  things.  I  expeft  neither ;  but  I  con- 
fefs  as  much  as  I  love  England,  I  am  fo  angry  at  this 
treatment,  that,  if  I  had  my  choice,  I  would  rather 
have  St.  Patrick's."  And  yet  in  his  Journal  of  the  i8th; 
the  day  but  one  after  this,  when  he  learns  from  tht 
Treafurer,  that  the  Queen  was  at  laft  refolved  upon  the 
arrangement  propofcd^  he  fays,  "  Neither  can  rtccl  joy 
at  paffing  my  days  in  Ireland,  and  I  confefs  I  thought 
the  Miniftry  would  not  let  me  go ;  tut  perhaps  they  can^ 
not  help  it.^*  How  contrary  is  this  to  his  former  decla- 
ration !  But  in  the  whole  of  this  affair,  Swift  feems  to 
.have  been  dcferted  by  his  ufual  firmnefs  of  mind^  and 
to  have  afted  with  the  frowardnefs  of  a  humourfomc 
child,  who  either  docs  not  know  his  own  mind,  or  will 
not  tell  it ;  and  yet  experts  that  others  fhould  fipd  it 
out,  and  do  what  he  wants. 

Another  reafon  for  his  not  defiring  to  procure  the 
Biflioprick  for  himfelf,  might  perhaps  arife  from  his 
fuppofing  that  this  might  be  confidcred  as  a  full  equi- 
valent for  his  fervices,  and  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  pre- 
ferment, to  the  cxclufion  of  all  future  profpcfts  in  Eng- 
land, where  all  his  wiflies  centered.  But  I  am  pcrfua-* 
dcd,  that  the  chief  motive  to  his  extraordinary  conduft 
on  this  occafion,  and  his  fo  pertinacioufly  adhering  to 
that  particular  mode,  and  no  other,  of  providing  for 
him,  in  oppofition  to  the  defirc  of  his  beft  friends,  and 
particularly  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  was,  that  he  had 
promifed  to  make  Sterne  a  Bifhop  the  firft  opportunity. 
.As  he  was  remarkably  tenacious  of  his  word,  he  was 

determine^ 
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determined  to  keep  it  on  this  occafion,  though  he 
feems^  by  fornc  cxprcflSions,  not  to  have  looked  upon 
Sterne  as  his  friend,  hut  rather  to  hare  rcfentmenc 
ligainft  him,  on  account  of  fome  ill  treatment  received 
at  his  hands  *.  In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  Oftobcr  a8, 
17 1  a,  he  fays,  "  I  had  a  letter  to-day  from  Dr.  Cog- 
hill,  defiring  me  to  get  Raphoe  for  Dean  Sterne,  and 
the  Deanery  for  myfelf.  I  Ihall  indeed,  Ihavejuch  obli^ 
gations  to  Sterne.  But,  however,  if  I  am  afked  who  will 
Uiake  a  good  Bifhop,  I  ihall  name  him  before  any 
body." 

In  the  February  following,  he  fays,  in  the  fame 
Journal,  ^^  1  did  not  write  to  Dr.  Coghill,  chat  I  would 
^ave  nothing  in  Ireland,  but  that  I  was  foliciting  no* 
thing  any  where,  and  this  is  true.  I  have  named  Dn 
Sterne  to  Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  for  a  Bifhoprick,  and  I  did  ic 
heartily.  I  know  not  what  will  come  of  it;  but  I  tell 
you,  as  a  great  fecret,  that  I  have  made  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  promife  me  to  recommend  no  body  till  he 
tells  nne^  and  this  for  fonpe  reafons,  too  long  to  men- 


tion." 


'  *  Tlie  caufe  of  his  refentmcRt  is  thus  (et  forth,  in  a  letter  to  Sterne^ 
then  BiOiop  of  Clogher,  dated  Jaly  1733.  <<  When  I  firft  came  ac- 
quainted with  yoUy  we  were  both  private  Clergymen  in  a  neighboor- 
hood  :  yott  were  aftenvards  Chancellor  of  St.  Patrick's,  then  was  cho« 
ien  Dean  ;  in  which  ele6lion,  I  was  the  mod  bafy  of  all  your  (blicitors.  ~ 
When  the  compromife  was  made  between  the  government  and  you,  to 
make  yon  eafy,  and  Dr.  Syoge  Chancellor,  you  abfdlutely  and  fre* 
qnently  promifed  to  give  me  the  f  Curacy  of  St.  Nicholas  Without : 
you  thought  fit,  by  concert  with  the  Archbiihop,  to  hold  it  yourfelf^ 
and  apply  the  revenue  to  build  another  Church.  Upon  the  Queen's 
death,  when  I  had  done  for  ever  with  Courts,  I  returned  to  refide  at 
my  poft,  yet  with  fome  kind  of  hopes  of  getting  fome  credit  with  you, 
very  unwifely ;  becaufe,  upon  the  affair  of  St.  Nicholas,  I  had  told 
you  frankly,  "  That  I  would  always  refped  yoa,  but  never  hope  for 
the  leaft  friendfhip  from  you.'* 

t  Though  this  be  called  a' Curacy,  yet  it  is  in  reality  a  Jiving  of 
confiderable  value^ 

While 
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While  the  matter  was  in  agitation,  he  thus  writes  to 
Stella,  on  the  7th  of  the  March  following.  "  I  write 
by  this  poft  to  the  Dean,  but  it  is  not  above  two  lines, 
and  one  inclofcd  to  you  is  not  above  three  lines  j  and 
in  that,  one  inclofcd  to  the  Dean,  which  he  muft  not 
have,  but  on  condition  of  burning  it  imnoediately  after 
reading,  and  that  before  your  eyes  j  for  there  are  fome 
things  in  it  I  would  not  have  liable  to  accidents.  You 
ihall  only  know  in  general,  that  it  is  an  accoui>t  of 
what  I  have  done  to  ferv«  hinn,  in  his  pretenQons  oa 
thefe  vacancies,  (^c.  but  he  muft  not  know,  that  you 
know  fo  much." 

It  is  evident,  from  fome  of  the  above  quotations^ 
that  Swift  was  far  from  having  any  cordial  regard  for 
Sterne,  and  that  he  had  thought  himfelf,  on  fome  oc- 
cafions,  to  have  been  ill  treated  by  him.  Nothing 
therefore  can,  in  my  opinion,  account  for  his  obftinatc 
perfeverance  in  making  him  a  Bifhop,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  world,  as  he  himfelf  cxpreOcs  it,  but  the  fecred- 
nefs  of  an  engagement. 

Whatever  ill  opinion  Swift  had  formed  of  Stcmc  be- 
fore, was  thoroughly  confirmed  by  his  very  ungrateful, 
behaviour  to  him,  immediately  after  he  had  made  him 
z,  Bilhop.  In  his  Journal  of  May  i6,  he  writes  thus, 
"  Your  new  Bifliop  adls  very  ungratefully.  I  cannot 
fay  fo  bad  of  him  as  he  deferves.  I  begged,  by  the 
feme  poft  his  warrant  and  mine  went  over,  that  he 
would  leave  thofe  livings  to  my  difpofal.  1  ihall  writ€? 
this  poft  to  him,  to  let  him  know  how  ill  I  take  it  *. 

*  Swifc  had  afterwards  caafe  to  complain  farther  of  his  ingratitude^ 
^  where  he  fays  to  him  in  a  letter,  dated  1733,  "  But  trying  to  forget 
all  former  tieatments,  I  came,  like  others,  to  your  hottfe,  and  iince 
ypa  were  a  Biihop,  have  once  or  twice  recommended  perfpns  to  you, 
who  were  no  relations  or  friends  of  mine,  but  merely  for  their  gene-i> 
ral  good  character ;  which  availed  fo  little,  that  thofe  rery  perfons  had 
the  ffreatcll  ihare  of  yoiir  neglea/* 

*  SECTION 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


J44  THELIFEOF 

I 

SECTION    IV. 

AS  the  brighteft  and  moft  important  part  ofSwift'i 
life  pafled  during  the  four  laft.  years  of  Queen  Anne^ 
when  his  faculties  were  all  in  full  vigour,  «nd  occa-* 
fions  for  difplaying  them  arofe  adequate  to  their  great* 
ncfs ;  I  (hall  omit  no  circumftancc  which  may  fervc  to 
delineate  the  features  and  limbs  of  his  mind,  (if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  exprefllon)  before  difeafe  and  age  had 
impaired  the  bloom  of  the  one,  and  the  ftrength  and 
agility  of  the  other.  To  have  a  pcrfeft  portrait  and 
juft  likenefs  of  a  friend,  had  we  our  choice  of  time,' 
we  (hould  certainly  prefer  that  period  of  his  life,  when' 
he  was  in  his  prime,  to  that  of  his  decay.  There  have 
been  already  given  many  inftances  of  fuch  a  noblenefs 
of  mind,  fuch  a  difintereflred  fpirit  in  Swift,  as  are 
rarely  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  Yet  thp 
part  which  he  aftcd  by  his  friend  Oxford,  about  the 
time  of  the  Queen's  death,  exhibits  thofe  qualities  in  a 
higher  point  of  view  than  ever  they  had  appeared  in 
before.  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that,  finding 
all  his  endeavours  to  reconcile  his  great  friends  ufelefs, 
he  had  retired  to  Letcomb,  in  order  to  make  one  ef- 
fort more  to  compel  them  to  unite  for  their  common 
intcreft,  by  the  publication  of  his  "  Free  Thoughts," 
tSc.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  to  whom  this  Pitrce  was 
Ihewn  by  Barber,  contrived  to  have  the  printing  of  it 
deferred,  as  he  was  then  juft  upon  the  point  of  accom^ 
plifhing  his  long  concerted  plan,  of  turning  out  Lord 
Oxford,  and  ftepping  into  his  place.  This  was  effcdt- 
ed  juft  four  days  before  the  Queen's  death,  on  the  27th 
of  July,  1714.  One  of  Lord  Boling'broke's  firft  ob- 
jcftsj  upon  getting  into  power,  was  to  fccurc  Swift  to 

his 
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tiii  intcrcft.  He  got  Lady  Malham  to  write  to  him,  ii> 
the  moft  preflling  terms,  on  the  a9th,  to  return  imme- 
diately to  town.  And  on  the  30th,  he  meant  to  dif- 
patch  Barber  to  him,  with  letters  from  himfclf  and  Lady 
Malham  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Which  is  thus  related 
by  Barber,  in  his  letter  of  July  31,  paft  fix  at  night. 
**  1  am  heartily  forry  1  (hould  be  the  mcflcnger  of  fo  ill 
news,  as  to  tell  you  the  Queen  is  dead  or  dying*  if 
alive,  'tis  faid  (he  can't  live  till  morning.  You  may 
eafily  imagine  the  confufion  we  are  all  in  on  this  fad 
occafion.  I  had  fet  out  yefterday  to  wait  on  you,  but 
for  this  fad  accident ;  and  (hould  have  brought  letters 
from  Lord  Boliogbroke,  and  Lady  Malham,  to  have 
prevented  your  going.— He  faid  twenty  things  in  your 
favour,  and  commanded  me  to  bring  you  up,  whatever 
was  the  confequence."  It  was  chiefly  through  the  in- 
fluence of  Lady  Malham,  who  was  then  at  the  height 
of  favour  with  the  Queen,  and  had  openly  quarrelled 
with  the  Treafurer,  that  he  was  turned  out  of  his  em- 
ployment>  and  Bolingbroke  appointed  Minifter  in  his 
room.  Nothing  can  (hew,  in  a  ftronger  light,  thj: 
great  confcquence  of  Swift  in  all  ftate-afl^airs  at  that 
time^  than  Lady  Maiham's  letter  to  him  on  this  occa-- 
«iion.  Which,  on  that  account,  I  Iball  here  prefcnc  en^ 
.  fire  to  the  reader. 

Lady  Masham  to  Dr.  Swift. 

My  good  friend,  July  29,  17 14.    . 

^M  O  W  N  it  looks  unkind  in  me,  not  to  thank  you 
all  this  time,  for  your  finccre  kind  letter;  but  I  was  rf* 
folved  to  ftay  'till  I  could  tell  you,  the  Queen  had  fo 
far  got  the  better  of  the  *  Dragon,  as  to  take  her 
power  out  of  his  h^nds.     He  has  been  the  moft  un* 

*  A  ni9k-aame  far  Lord  Oxford. 
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grateful  man  to  her,  atid  to  all  his  bcft  frifends>  that 
ever  was  born.  I  cannot  have  fo  much  time  now  to 
write  all  my  mind,  becaufe  my  dear  Miftrefs  is  not 
well ;  and  I  think  I  may  lay  her  illnefs  to  the  charge  of 
the  Trcafurcr,  who,  for  three  weeks  together,  was  tea- 
fing  and  vexing  her  without  intermiflionj  and  (he  could 
not  get  rid  of  him  till  Tuefday  laft,  I  muft  put  you 
in. mind  of  one  paffagc  in  your  letter  to  mci  which  i(b 
I  fray  God  to  Jendyou  tvi/e  and  faithful  friendi  to  adv\ft 
you  at  this  timet  when  there  are  fo  great  difficulties  to 
ftrugglewitb.  That  is  very  plain  and  trucj  therefore 
will  you,  who  have  gone  through  fo  much,  and  taken 
more  pains  than  any  body,  and  given  wife  advice  (if 
that  wretched  man  had  had  fenfe  enough^  and  honefty 
^o  have  taken  it)  I  fay,  will  you  leave  us,  and  go  into 
Ireland  ?  No,  it  is  impoflible  j  your  goodnefs  is  ftill  the 
fame,  your  charity  and  compaffion  for  this  poor  *  Lady, 
who  has  been  barbaroufly  ufed,  won't  let  you  do  it.  I 
know  you  take  delight  to  help  th«  diftrefled }  and  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  objeA  than  this  good  Lady,  who 
deferves  pity.  Pray,  dear  friend,  ftay  here,  and  don"t 
believe  us  all  alike,  to  throw  away  good  advfce,  and 
defpife  every  body's  underftanding  but  their  own.  I 
ecould  fay  a, great  deal  upon  the  fubjcft,  but  1  muft  ^ 
to  her,  for  flic  is  not  well.  This  comes  to  you  by  a 
fafe  hand,  fo  that  neither  of  us  need  be  in  any  pain 
about  it. 

"  My  Lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.  My  lifter 
and  girls  are  at  your  fervice." 

So  warm  and  prefling  a  letter,  from  one  who  made, 
mnd  unmade  Miniftcrs,  (for  it  was  to  her  Lord  Oxford 
owed  his  advancement,  as  well  ashisdifgrace)  intreating> 
nay,  in  a  manner  imploring  him  to  come  and  be  their  chief 
Counfellor  and  Dirc<5h>r,  in  their  niw  plan  of  Admini- 

•  The  Queen, 
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ftratton^  might  have  opened  the  moll:  inviting  pro- 
fpeffcs  to  Swift)  of  gratifying  his  ucmoft  ambition  with 
regard  to  hrs  own  intercftsj  and  at  the  fame  time,  of 
accomplifiiing  the  plan  which  he  had  invariably  pur- 
fued,  with  refpefk  to  thofe  of  th^e  public.  But  to  a  man 
^  his  delicate  ftnfe  of  'honour>  there  was  an  infuper- 
ao]e  bar  in  the  way  to  prevent  his  embracing  fo  flatter- 
ing an  ofFer.  He  had  two  days  before  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Lord  Oxford^  upon  his  loling  the 
Staff. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

**  IF  I  tell  my  dear  friend  the  value  I  put  upon  his 
undcferved  friendftiip,  it  will  look  like  fufpeding  you 
or  myfelf.  Though  I  have  had  no  power  fincc  the 
twcnty»fifth  of  July  1713,  I  believe  now,  a$  a  private 
man,  I  may  prevail  to  renew  your  licence  of  abfence, 
conditionally  you  will  be  prcfent  with  mej  for  to-q^or- 
row  morning  I  Ihall  be  a  private  pcrfon.  When  I  hav;e 
fettled  my  domeftic  affairs  here,  I  go  to  Wimple; 
thence,  tihney  to  Hereforcjfbire.  If  I  have  not  tired 
you  tlu  a  titty,  fling  away  fo  much  time  upon  one,  who 
loves  yog.  And  I  believe>  in  the  mafs  of  fouls^  our^ 
were  placed  near  eaph  other.  I  fend  you  an  imitauoa 
of  Dryde/ij  as  I  went  to  Kenfington. 

To  ferve  with  love. 

And  (hed  your  bloodj 
Approved  is  above : 

But  here  below, 
Th'  examples  fhcw, 

*Tis  fatal  to  be  good. 

Irt  thele  two  letters,  there  were  two  roads  Opened  to 
.  Swifc.    One,  leading  to  preferment,  power,  and  all  that 
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his  moft  ambitioas  hepe^  could  afpire  afcer.  The  other, 
to  the  melancholy  cell  of  a  difgraced  Minifter>  aban- 
doi>cd  by  an  ungrateful  world.  Where  he  might  have 
the  facisfa^lion  of  affording  him  in  his  diftrefs,  that  fo* 
vcrcign  balm  of  confolation,  which  can  only  be  admi- 
niftered  by  a  fincere  friend.  Swift  helitated  not  a  mo- 
ment in  his  choice  of  the  alternative,  as  may  be  feen  by 
his  letter  to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  written  foon  after  hj$ 
receipt  of  the  other  two. 

Dr.  Swift  to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh. 

'«  Who  told  you  I  was  going  to  Bath  ?  No  fuch  thing. 
But  poor  Lord  Oxford  defires  I  will  go  with  hini  to 
Hereford  (hire ;  and  I  only  expeft  his  anfwer,  whether 
I  Ihall  go  there  before,  or  meet  him  hereabouts,  or  go 
to  Wimple,  (his  fon's  houfe)  and  fo  with  him  down : 
and  I  expeft  to  leave  this  place  in  two  or  three  days, . 
one  way  or  other.  I  will  ftay  with  him  'till  the  Parlia- 
-rnent  meets  again,  if  he  defires  it,  I  am  written  to 
earneftly  by  fomebody,  to  come  to  town,  and  join  with 
'  -thofe  people  now  in  power  i  but  I  will  not  do  it.  Say 
nothing  of  this,  but  guefs  the  perfon.  I  told  Lord 
Oxford  I  would  go  with  him  when  he  was  out ;  and  now 
he  begs  it  of  me,  I  cannot  refufe  him.  I  meddle  not 
with  his  faults,  as  he  was  Minifter  of  State  $  but  you 
know  his  perfonal  kindnefs  to  me  was  exceflive.  He 
diftinguifhcd  and  chofe  me,  above  all  other  men,  whilo 
he  was  great,  and  his  letter  to  me,  the  other  day,  was 
the  moft  moving  imaginable,"  (^c.  * 

There 

*  This  reiblution  of  Swift's  U  fttlly  confirmed  in  a  letter  to  Arcfa« 
deacon  Wall,  dated  Augaft  8,  17 14.  **  Upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford'i 
removal,  Ym  deiired  1  would  go  with  him  into  Herefordlkire,  which  I 
con  rented  to,  oW  nuroteytu  tuort^  of  it^  defiring  you  would  renew  my 
licence  of  abfence  at  the  end  of  this  month,  for  I  think  it  then  ex* 
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There  is  one  cxpreffion  in  Lord  Oxford's  letter,  whidi 
h  indeed  very  afFe6ting>  where  he  fays,  "I  go  to 
Wimple,  thence  alcne  to  Herefordftiire."  What !  this 
great  Minifter,  who  had  conferred  fo  many  obligations, 
and  made  the  fortunes  of  fuch  numbers,  not  to  find  one 
companion  to  attend  him  in  his  reverfe  of  fortune !  Me- 
thinks  I  fee  Swift  reading  this  paflage,  and  exclaiming, 
^^  What,  alone !  No,  while  I  exift,  my  friend  fhall  not 
go  alone  into  Herefordlhire." 

This  condu£t  was  the  more  noble  in  Swift,  as  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  intimacy,  he  never  received 
one  perfonal  favour  from  the  Minijler,  though  treated 
with  the  moft  unrefcrved  kindnefs  by  the  man.  Nay, 
whether  it  werev  owing  to  his  procraftinating  temper, 
or,  as  Swift  calls  it  in  another  place,  his  unmeafurablc 
public  thrift,  he  had  neglefted  to  procure  for  him  an 
order  for  a  thoufand  pound  on  the  Treafury,  to  pay  the 
debt  contraAed  by  him  upon  his  introdu£tion  to  the 
Deanery,  which  was  all  the  reward  Swift  ever  afkcd  for 
his  fervices  -f .  And  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  from  a 
paflage  in  a  letter  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  him,  dated  July 
1 4,  that  Swift  was  diftrefled  for  money  at  that  time,  on 

pires.  I  had  earned  invitations  from  thofe  in  power  to  go  to  town, 
and  alHA  them  in  their  new  Miniftry^  which  I  refolved  to  excufe ;  but 
before  I  could  write,  news  came  of  the  Qaeen's  death,  and  all  our 
fchemet  broke  to  (hatters/'  * 

t  Nothing  can  (hew  more  the  ftrong'defire  which  Lord  Bolingbroke 
had  to  attach  S«vift  to  his  intereft  upon  his  getting  into  power,  th^Q 
his  taking  care,  daring  his  fhort  Miniftry  of  three  days  only^  to  have 
an  order  figned  by  the  Queen  on  the  Treafury,  to  pay  that  fum  to 
Swift,  though  b/  her  fndden  death  he  reaped  no  advantage  from  it. 
It  appears,  that  Swift  had  this  order  in  his  pofleflion  wheq  he  v|lited 
London  in  the  year  1726;  for  he  fays,  .in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan, 
f^  Tell  the  Archdeacon  that  I  never  afked  for  my  thoufand  p-mnds, 
which  he  hears  I  have  got,  though  1  mentioned  it  to  the  Princefs  the 
lad  time  I  faw  her  j  but  I  bid  her  tell  Walpole,  I  fcorncd  10  aft  him 
*rit.» 
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Account  of  chat  nrgled.  The  pafiage  is  this,  <^  Do  not 
think  I  make  you  a  bare  cornplinmcnt  in  what  I  am  go** 
ing  to  fay,  for  I  can  aflurc  you  1  ^m  in  carneft.  I  am 
in  hopes  to  have  two  hundred  pounds  before  I  go  out 
of  town,  and  you  may  command  aU>  or  any  part  of 
it  you  pleafe,  as  long  as  you  have  occafion  for  it.'*  And 
jp  the  fame  letter  it  appeals,  that  the  Dodor  had  bcea 
cjefired  by  Swift  to  apply  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  for  fift^ 
•pounds  due  to  him  from  that  Lord,  where  he  fays,  *' As. 
to  the  fifty  pounds,  he  (Lord  Bolingbroke)  was  ready 
to  pay  it,  and  if  he  had  had  it  about  him,  would  have 
given  it  to  me."  But  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the 
great  delicacy  of  Swift*s  fciitiments,  that  this  v^ry  cir- 
,  cumftancc  of  his  lying  under  no  obligation  to  Lord 
Oxford,  was  what  rendered  his  attachment  to  him  the 
ftrongcr,  as  it  muft  proceed  wholly  from  pure  difinte- 
rcftcd  friendlhip.  Thar  this  was  his  way  of  thinking, 
may  be  fecn  from  feveral  of  his  letters.  In  that  of 
July  I,  1714,  on  his  retiring  to  Lctcqmbe,  he  thu^ 
fxprefles  himfclf. 

To  Lord  TjiEASujiER  Oxford.  ' 

My  Lord, 
WHIiN  I  was  with  you,  I  have  faid  more  than  once, 
that  I  would  never  allow  quality  or  ftation  made  any 
real  difference  between  men.  Being  now  abfent  an^ 
forgotten,  I  have  changed  my  mind  :  you  have  a  thou- 
faud  people  who  pan  pretend  they  loye  you,  with  as 
much  appearance  of  finccrity  as  Ij  fo  that,  according 
to  common  juflice,  1  can  have  but  a  thoufandth  part  in 
feturn  of  what  I  give.  And  this  difference  i^  wholly 
owing  to  your  ftation.  And  the  misfortune  is  ftill  the 
greater,  becaufe  I  loved  you  fo  much  the  Icfs  for  your 
ftation :  for,  in  your  public  capacity,  you  have  often 
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Mgoiti^  me  to  the  heart  i  ^but  as  a  private  man,  never 
once.  So  that^  if  I  only  look  towards  coyfelf/ 1  could 
wifli  you  a  private  man  to-morrow :  for  I  have  nothing 
io  aft  i  at  Jeaft  nothing  that  you  will  give^  which  is 
the  fame  thing :  and  then  ybu  would  fee^  whether  I 
fiouLd  not  vfith  much  more  mllingne/s  attend  you  in  a  re^ 
tirement^  whenever  you  pleafe  to  give  mc  leave,  than 
©rer  1  did  at  London  or  Windfor  f .  From  thefe  fcn- 
timents,  I  will  never  write  to  you,  if  I  can  help  it, 
otherwile  than  as  to  a  private  man,  or  allow  myfclf  to 
have  been  obliged  by  you  in  any  other  capacity,  fcf^. 

And  in  one,  many  years  after,  dated  Oftober  11, 
1722,  expoftulating  with  him  in  a  friendly  manner  on 
his  long  filence,  he  fays,  ^'  I  never  courted  your  ac- 
quaintance when  you  governed  Europe,  but  you  court* 
cd  mine ;  and  now  you  negled):  me,  when  I  ufe  all  my 
infinuations  to  keep  myfelf  in  your  meqwry.  I  am  very 
lendble,  that  next  to  your  receiving  thanks  and  com- 
pliments, there  is  nothing  you  more^hate  than  writing 
letters :  but  fince  I  never  gave  you  thanks,  nor  made 
you  compliments,  I  have  fo  much  more  merit  than  any 

*  In  the  fevcral  a$xx>unts  given  of  Lord  Oxford  by  Swift  in  difilient 
parts  of  his  writing,  there  feems  to  be  fomething  contradidory ;  as 
jn  fome  places  he  extols  him  to  the  fkies,  and  in  others,  imputes  great 
weai(ne&  and  faults  po  him..  But  this  arifes  from  the  view  he  gives  of 
him  in  two  diiOTerent  chaia£ters.  As  a  public  Minifler,  he,reprefents 
him  to  h^«^^e  been  one  of  fie  wifefl,  the  abled,  and  the  mod  dinnterefted 
thm  evei:J|ved ;  and  he  confirms  this  character  by  enumerating  th« 
piahy  great  fervices  he  had  done  to  the  Hate,  without  reaping  the 
leaft  advantage  to  himfelf,  but  rather  injuring  his  private  fortune.  At 
th^  fame  tio^e  he  fliews  that  he  w;9s  utterly  luiqual.fied  to  be  the  Leader 
of  a  party, '  or  to  manage  the  private  intrigues  of  a  Court ;  in  which 
refpeds,  partly  fipm  his  natural  difpofition,  and  partly  through  want 
of  true  policy,  he  committed  numberlefs  errors ;  to  which  Swift  alludes 
liere,  where  he  fays,  •*  In  your  public  capacity  you  have  often  angered 
me  to  the  heart ;  bat  as  a  private  man,  never  once." 

t  Lord  Oxford  had  too  foon  reafon  to  put  thid  declaration  of  Swiff's 
tQ  the  tells  a|id  found  it  nobly  anfwered. 
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of  thofe  thouiands,  whom  you  have  kfs  obliged,  bf 

only  making  their  fortunes,  without  tatting  them  into 
your  fricndfhip,   as  you  did  mcj    whom  you  always 
countenanced  in  too  public  and  particular  a  manner,  to 
be  forgotten  either  by  the  world  or  myfelf."    The  me- 
rit of  Swift,  in  thus  adhering  to  his  friend  at  this  junc- 
ture, was  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  he  not  only 
facrificed  to  it  all  regard  to  his  own  interefl:,  but  that 
of  the  public  alfo.     It  appears,  that  the  Queen  in  the 
lad  fix  months  of  her  life,  had  changed  her  whole  (ytttm 
with  regard  to  parties,  and  came  entirely  round  to  that, 
which  had  been  the  great  objcft  of  all  Swift's  politicks, 
by  making  a  general  fweep  of  the  Whigs  from  all  their 
employments,  both  Civil  .and  Military :  and  the  only 
obftaclcs  thrown  in  the  way  were  by  Lord  Oxford ;  whq 
from  private  motives  of  his  own,  fct  forth  by  Swift  at 
large  in  his  Enquiry,  &?r.  *  rcfufcd  to  fall  into  the 
meafure;    and  notwithftanding  every  effort   ufcd  by 
Swift,  continued  inflexible  in  his  refolutioa.     He  might 
therefore  have  had  the  flrongcfl  plea,  from  motives  of 
a  fupcrior  nature,  his  duty  to  the  publick,  for  deferting 
him  on  this  occaOon,  and  joining  all  his  other  friends 
in  promoting  his  favourite  plan,  fo  cfTcntialJy  pecefTary 
to  the  fupport  of  the  common,  caufe.     Nor  could  he 
have  been  liable  to  the  Icaft  cenfure,  or  reproach  for 
fuch  cofiduft.     But  his  high  notions  of  friendfhip,  and 
delicate  fenfc  of  honour,  out-weighed  all  other  cpnfi- 
derations,   and  would  not  let  hini  hefi^ate  a  momen( 
what  part  he  Ihould  take. 

It  appears,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Journal,  that  .there 
grew  up  between  the  Lord  Treafurer  and  Swift,  a  mu- 
tual friendfhip  of  the  moft  cordial  and  pureft  kind.  He 
mentions  dining  with  him,  fomeoimes  four,  fometimes 
five  and  fix  days  together ;  and  if  he  chanced  to  abfenc 

•  f^iif.  Enquiry  into  the  behavipur  of  i)i^  Queen's  laf^  NIiqi(lc|-».     • 
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liimrelf  two  fuccdfive  days,  he  was  furc  of  a  friendly  chi- 
ding for  it.  He  feems  to  have  been  adopted  into  the 
Harley  family,  and  confidered  on  the  footing  of  a  near 
relation.  A$  an  inftance  of  this,  he  fays,  in  his  Journal 
of  March  17 13,  "I  have  now  dined  fix  days  fucfreffively 
with  Lord  Treafurer.  He  had  i^ivited  a  good  many  cf 
his  relations  ^  and,  of  a  dozen  at  table,  they  were  all  of 
the  Harley  family  but  myfelf."  He  was  of  all  his  pri- 
vate parties,  and  conftantly  accompanied  him  in  bis  vifics 
to  Windfor.  In  Ihort,  Lord  Oxford  never  deemed  to 
have  any  enjoyment  in  which  he  was  not  a  parpen 
When  we  donfider,  that  he  had  found  in  one  and  the 
fame  man,  the  cleared  and  ableft  head  to  give  advice ; 
the  mod  open  and  candid  heart  in  communicating  his 
fentiments  upon  all  occafions,  without  the  fmalleft  fclfid} 
view ;  joined  to  the  moft  uncommon  talents  to  fupport 
his  interefts,  and  the  moft  ardent  zeal  to  promote  them^ 
we  need  not  wpnder  that  the  Minifter  (hoyld  ufe  his  beft 
endeavours  to  attach  fuch  a  man  clofely  to  him.  But 
when  in  the  fame  perfon  he  found  the  moft  delightful 
companion,  pofle0ed  of  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  the  molt 
original  vein  of  wit  and  humour,  for  which  he  had  a  per- 
f€€t  reli(b ;  and  who  could  at  times  defcend  to  the  iaga* 
feiUi  and  all  the  fportivc  plays  of  fancy,  in  the  unre- 
ftrained  hour  of  focial  mirth  and  good  humour,  of  whicli 
it  appears  Lord  Oxford  was  equally  fond ;  we  n^ed  not 
wonder  that  an  old  Courtier,  liackneyed  in  tlje  ways  of 
men,  who  perhaps  had  never  found  any  of  thefc  qualities, 
in  an  equal  degree,  in  any  other  mortal,  ihould  take  him 
to  his  bofom,  and  at  once  bellow  his  whole  ftock  of 
fricndfliip  upon  a  fubjeft  fo  worthy  of  it.  And  indeed 
it  does  not  appear,  that  out  of  his  own  familjr,  there  was 
?ny  other  perfon  to  whom  he  fhewed  much  attachment, 
pr  whofe  friendfhip  be  cultivated  to  any  great  degree, 
fhjs  (rjrcpmftancf  Swift  ha$  touched  upon  in  drawing 

bis 
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his  chamdter^  and  oonfiders  it  as  t  bLii»rie&  part  of  it; 
wb^rc  ht  feyss  '^  Itr  mty  he  Kkcwife  fiud  of  hicn,  tbac  be 
Ctrcaialy  did  not  v%]ue^  or  did  aot  undfirftand  tiie  art  of 
tcqutring  friends }  having  made  vcfy  few  during  the  tknQ 
af  kia  powers  and  contrafted  a  great  number  of  cne« 


miesJ* 


.On  the  other  handy  Lord  Oxford,  in  his  private  capa* 
eity,  kcm%  to  have  po0e0ed  a  great  number  of  qualities^ 
which  were  the  moft  likely  to  endear  him  to  Swift,  and 
fecure  him  the  firft  place  in  his  friendfkip.  By  whom 
he  is  reprafented  as  a  perfon  of  great  virtue,  abounding 
in  good  nature  and  good  huQK)ur.  As  a  great  favourer 
of  men  of  wit  and  learning,  particularly  the  former^ 
whom  be  carefled,  without  diftindtioh  of  party,  and  could 
not  endure  to  think  that  any  of  them  (hould  be  his  ene- 
mies. He  fays  farther  of  him,  "  He  had  the  greateft 
variety  of  knowledge  that  I  have  any  where  met ;  was  a 
perfeft  mafter  of  the  learned  languages,  and  well  (killed 
in  divinity.  He  had  a  prodigious  memory,  and  a  moft 
exaft  judgment.  He  was  utterly  a  ftranger  to  fear,  and 
confequcnrly  had  a  prefence  of  mind  upon  all  emergen- 
cies. His  liberality,  and  contempt  of  money,  were  f\ich, 
that  he  almoft  ruined  his  eftate  while  he  was  in  employ., 
ment  5  yet  his  avarice  for  the  publick  was  fo  great,  that 
It  neither  confiftcd  with  the  prcfent  corruptions  of  thfc 
age,  nor  the  circumftances  of  the  time.  He  was  affable 
and  courteous,  extremely  cafy  and  agreeable  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  altogether  difengaged  ;  regular  in  his  life,  with 
great  appearance  of  piety  -,  nor  ever  guilty  of  any  expref- 
flons,  which  could  poffibly  tend  to  what  was  indecent  or 
prophane.**  Such  a  charafter,  even  in  private  life,  could 
not  fail  of  attrading  Swift's  regard  •,  but  when  thefe  qua- 
lities, fo  congenial  with  his  own,  were  found  united  in  a 
man  of  the  highefi:  ftation  in  this  country,  and  one  of  the 
nioft  confiderable  perfonages  of  his  time -in  the  eyes  of  aU 

Europe  j 
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Europe ;  when  foch  a  tnan^  contrary  to  the  ufual  bent  of 
bis  nature^  eagerly  embraced  every  opportUQiity  nf  tpgrih 
tiating  himfelf  with  Swift,  and  fdiqiti^g  his  friendflitp 
i^pon  bis  own  terms,  that  of  a  perfe^Sb  equality  ^  it  is  lu^ 
vonder  if  theje  rare;  qualities  w^re  much  ephaoced  in  theic. 
value  by  fuch  circumitances  :  or  that  Swift,  after  repe4te4 
proofs  of  his  Gncerity,  (bould  make  him  a  fuitable  return^ 
and  give  him  the  firft  place  in  his  friepdlbip*.  Bmi; 
i^iough  be  juftly  ftood  the  foremoft  in  this  rank,  yet  wetc 
ijiere  many  others  who  ihared  it  with  him  in  different  prQ« 
portions.  The  large  heart  of  Swift  had  an  inexhauftibl^ 
fund  of  benevolence,  to  be  apportioned  out  to  the  fe* 
veral  claimants  according  to  their  feveral  degrees  of  me* 
fit.  Among  thde  who  vied  with  Lord  Oxford  for  the 
poi&fllon  of  his  friend  (hip,  no  one  feema  to  have  been 
more  alGduous,  than  the  iecond  man  in  the  ilatc^i 
though  perhaps,  in  point  of  abilities,  the  (irft  in  Europe, 
X^rd  Bolingbroke.  3uc  though  Swift  held  his  ulents  in 
the  higheft  admiration,  and  made  fuitable  returns  for  all 
his  pertbnal  kindnefs  and  attention  to  him,  yet  be  never 
feems  to  have  had  that  cordial  regard  for  him  that  he 
Ihewed  for  Lord  Oxford.  The  excellence  of  whofe  mo- 
ral character,  eftablifhed  that  confidence  in  him,  which 
Ijs  fo  ncceflary  to  a  firm  friendfliip ;  while  a  notorious  de- 
gciency  in  the  other,  with  regard  to  fomc  points,  created 
^  doubt  of  his  principles  wixh  refpeit  to  all.  And  fymp- 
toms  of  this  doubt  have  broken  out  from  Swift  more  than 
on  one  occafion,  with  regard  to  his  fincerity,    though 

^  That  this  \^as  the  cafe^  may  be  (een  by  a  pafTage  ip  a  letter  of 
Swift's  10  Lord  Oxford,  the  fon,  many  years  after  the  Treaf^rer'i 
death^  dated  June  1737,  where  he  fays,  "  I  loved  my  Lord,  your 
father,  better  than  any  other  man  in  the  world  ;  although  I  had  no 
pbligation  to  him  on  the  fcore  of  preferment,  having  been  driven  to 
this  wretched  kingdom,  to  which  I  was  almoft  a  Granger,  by  his 
ivant  of  power  to  keep  me,  in  what  I  ought  to  call  my  own  country, 
although  I  happened  to  be  dropt  here,  and  was  a  year  old  before  I 

^  *  there 
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there  are  good  reafons  to  believe  his  fufpicions  were  nn« 
]uft,  as  his  attachment  to  him  continued  equally  ftrong 
to  the  very  laft,  and  his  friendfhip  for  him  glows  with 
uncommon  ardour  throughout  his  whole  epiftolary  correC- 
pondence,  in  the  decline  of  Kfe,  when  there  could  have 
been  no  ufe  for  diflimulation.  The  zeal  which  he  (hewed 
for  Swift's  fervice>  may  be  eftimated  by  the  following 
cote  which  he  lent  him,  at  the  time  that  the  affair  of  his 
promotion  was  depending.  **  Though  I  have  not  feen 
you,  I  did  not  fail  to  write  to  Lord  Treafurer.  Non  tua 
res  agitur  *,  dear  Jonathan ;  it  is  the  Treafurcr's  caufe ; 
it  is  my  caufe ;  *tis  every  man's  caufe,  who  is  imbarked 
on  our  bottom.  Depend  upon  it,  that  I  will  never  neg- 
Icft  any  opportunity  of  fhewing  that  true  cfteem,  that 
fincere  afFeftion,  and  honeft  friendfliip  for  you,  which 
fills  the  bread  of  your  faithful  fervant,  Bolingbroke.** 
But  the  light  in  which  he  confidered  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  will  beft  appear  from  his  own  account  of  him,  in 
a  Piece  written  in  the  year  17 15,  entitled,  "  An  Enquiry 
into  the  Behaviour  of  the  Qiieen's  laft  Miniftry/'  Csf^-. 
**  It  happens  to  very  few  men,  in  any  age  or  country,  to 
come  into  the  world  with  fo  many  advantages  of  nature 
and  fortune,  as  the  late  Secretary  Bolingbroke  :  dcfcend- 
cd  from  the  beft  families  in  England,  heir  to  a  great  pa* 
trimonial  eftate,  of  a  found  conftitution,  and  a  moft 
graceful,  amiable  perfon.  But  all  thcfr,  had  they  been 
of  equal  value,  were  infinitely  inferior  in  degree  to  the 
accomplilhments  of  his  mind,  which  was  adorned  with 
the  choiceft  gifts,  that  God  hath  yet  thought  fit  to  be- 
ftow  on  the  children  of  men :  a  ftrong  memory,  a  clear 
judgment,  a  vaft  range  of  wit  and  fancy,  a  thorough  , 
comprehenfion,  an  invincible  eloquence,  with  a  moft  a- 
greeable  elocution.  He  had  well  cultivated  all  thefe  ta- 
lents by  travel  and  ftudy  1  the  latter  of  which  he  feldom 

*  It  is  not  your  affair  that  i$  in  aghation, 
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omitted,  even  in  the  midft  of  his  pkafures^  of  which  he  had 
indeed  been  coo  great.and  criminal  a  purfuer.  For,  akho* 
he  wasperfuaded  to  leave  off*  intemperance  in  wmey  which 
he  did  for  fome  time  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  feemed 
rather  abftetnious  ;  yet  he  was  faid  to  allow  himfelf  other 
liberties,  which  can  by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  religioa 
or  morals,  whereof,  1  have  reafon  to  believe,  he  began 
to  be  fenlible.  But  he  was  fond  of  mixing  pleafure  and 
bu&nefs,  and  of  being  efteemed  excellent  at  both  -,  upon 
which  account  he  had  a  great  refpefl  for  the  charaders  of 
AJcibiades  and  Pctronius,  efpecially  the  latter,  whom  he 
would  be  gladly  thought  to  refemble.''  * 

But  an  Alcibiades,  or  a  Petronius,  was  ndt  likely  to 
be  the  bofom  friend  of  a  Swift,  however  he  might  admire 
his  talents,  or  delight  in  his  fociety,  as  a  companion. 
In  his  political  character  indeed.  Swift  was  very  clofely 
connected  with  him,  as  Lord  Bolingbroke  adopted  all 
his  ideas,  and  ftrenuouQy  fupported  the  meafures  he  pco- 
pofed :  and  that  they  were  not  purfued.  Swift  lays  the 
whole  blame,  in  many  places,  on  his  friend  Oxford,  en- 
tirely acquitting  Lord  Bolingbroke  of  being  in  the  wron^ 
m  any  of  the  differences  fubHfting  between  them  on  that 
fcorc.  In  his  firlt  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  after  the 
Queen's  death,  dated  Auguft  7,  17 149  he  fays,  <'  I  will 
fwear  for  no  man's  fincericy,  much  iefs  that  of  a  Minifte^ 
of  State :  but  thus  much  I  have  faid,  wherever  it  was  pr#- 

*  The  fame  chandler  is  given  of  him,  in  a  more  compendious  way, 
in  his  Journal,  November,  3,  171 1.  **  I  chink  Mr.  SecreUry  St.  Joha 
the  greateft  young  man  I  ever  knew :  wit,  capacity,  beauty,  quick- 
nefs  of  appreheniion,  good  learnings  and  an  excellent  tafte ;  the  bed 
orator  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  admirable  converfation,  good  na- 
ture, and  good  manners ;  generous,  and  a  defpifer  of  money.  His 
only  fanit  is,  talking  to  his  friends  in  way  of  complaint  of  too  great 
load  of  bufiners,  which  looks  a  little  like  aife^ation  ;  and  he  endea* 
vours  too  much  to  mix  the  fine  gentleman,  and  the  man  of  pleafure^ 
with  the  man  of  bufinefs.     tVhot  truti  tmdjincmtj  kt  mey  ba^/g,  I  hma 
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per^  i^At  yaiQt  Lordibip^s  pn^&ls  were  always^  tbe  faireft 
ill  the  world>  and  I  faithfully  delivered  them  as  I  was 
eiinp6wered :  and  although  I  anv  no  very  flcilful  man  at 
itltrigil^  ftt  I  durft  forfeit  my  head,  that  if  the  cafe  wett 
l^ine,  I  could  either  have  agreed  with  you^  or  put  you 

We  have  already  feen  in  his  Pamphlet  xaiFre^  Thoughts, 
ftc.  intended  to  be  publiflied  before  the  death  of  the 
Q^Ui  that  he  throws  the  whole  blame  of  the  defperate 
ftace  to  whkh  afiatrs  were  brought  at  that  tim^  on  the 
Lofd  Trcafurcn 

After  Lord  Oxford,  the  perfons  among  the  Great,  who 
<ftemed  to  haw  had  the  principal  fiiaie  of  his  aflFedbn, 
-were  Lord  Peterborough,  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to 
.which  he  had  the  ampteft  returns  from  both.  Of  the 
great  degree  of  mutual  friend&ip  which  fubfifted  between 
the  former  and  him,  amohg  many  other  proofs^  the  fol- 
bwing  (hdrt  abftradt  from  his  Journal,  afibrds  a  firiking 
inftance. 

January  lo,  i7ia*-i3,  "At  feven  this  evening,  as  we 
fat  after  dinner  at  Lord  Treafurer's,  a  fervant  faid.  Lord 
Peterborough  was  at  the  door*  Lord  Tneafurcr  and 
Lord  Bolingbroke  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  broi^ht 
him  in.  He  was  juft  returned  from  abroad,  where  be 
llias  been  above  a  year*  As  foon  as  he  faw  me,  he  left 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  other  Lords,  and  ran  and 
kiffcd  me  before  he  fpoke  to  them  -,  but  chid  me  terribly 
for  not  writing  to  him,  which  I  never  did  this  laft  time 
he  was  abroad,  not  knowing  where  he  was;  and  he 
changed  places  fo  often,  it  was  impofllble  a  letter  fliould 
overtake  him.  I  do  love  the  hang-dog  dearly/'  The 
citcumftance  of  Lord  Peterborough's  breaking  from  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  other  Lords,  to  embrace 
Swift  firft,  fhews  the  warmth  of  his  afTeftionj   which 

*  In  the  wrong. 

could 
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could  make,  htm  forget  ail  rules  of  decoram  on  ttic  octa^ 
iion ;  and  Swift's  homely  cxprcflion  of  *«  Iwing  tie  bsmg*- 
dog  dearlyy*  fliews  more  clearly;,  than  ti^  cboiceft  phralea 
ooukl^  tt^t  fondnefs  in  frieiidihip^  which  nothmg  but  the 
moft  intimate  familiarity  can  excite  *• 

As  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  he  always  fpeaks  of  him 
.with  that  fendemefsy  which  only  the  wtl-meft  aficdiofi 
can  ift(pire ;  and  it  appears^  that  he  was  equally  beloved 
by  the  Dukc»  and  had  more  influence  with  him  than  an)r 
man  livings  Befide  theft,  he  lived  in  the  greateft  mtt* 
macy  with  almoft  all  the  diftinguiOved  men  of  rank  at 
that  time;  among  which  number  were,  the  Duke  of  Ha- 
milton, Lord  Keeper  Harcourt,  Lord  Pembroke,  Lord 
Rivers,  Lord  Bathurft,  Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Lanfdown^ 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  (Speaker),  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
and  many  others.  Nor  were  his  friendlhips  confined  only 
to  the  Great,  all  men  of  genius  he  looked  upon,  and 
treated  as  his  brethren.  Of  this  number,  were  Addifbn, 
CoAgreve,  Ai'buthnot,  Prior,  Pope,  Gay,  Parncll,  Garth, 
Berkeley,  and  others  of  inferior  note.  To  promote  whofe 
interefts,  he  cbieflf  ufed  the  influence  he  had  with  the 
Great,  to  the  utter  neglefl:  of  his  own,  and  to  raifc  whofe 
charader  and  reputation  in  the  world,  he  ufed  all  the 
means  which  his  own  high  credit  gave  him.  And  he  bad 
,  ftill  a  fu/ficient  (lock  of  amity  for  feveral  in  the  more  pri- 
vate walks  of  life,  whom  he  fcleftcd  as  the  companions 
of  his  difcngagcd  hours,  on  account  of  their  good  fcnfe, 
integrity,  and  complaifancc  of  behaviour.  Among  thie 
foremoft  of  thefe,  were,  Lewis,  Ford,  Sir  Andrew 
FV3untaine,  Bifhop  Atterbury,  Dr.  Freind,  Colonel  Dif- 
ney.  Captain  Charlton,  Domville,  and  many  others :  all 
men  of  excellent  charafters.     Added  to  thefe,  there  was 

*  Swifc«  in  a  former  part  of  bis  Journal,  Oflober  i.S,  1711,  had 
(aid  of  Lord  Peterborough,  **  He  has  abandance  of  excellent  qualitiet, 
and  we  love  one  another  mightily." 

a  con- 
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a  GonGderable  nomber  in  an  humbler  fphere,  whofe  fcle 
patron  he  was, .  and  for  whom  he  made  ample  provifion^ 
merely  on  account  of  their  merit  or  diltrefs,  without  be. 
ing  influenced  by  ties  of  coniknguinity,  or  partial  recom* 
mendacions. 

.  His  behaviour  to'thefe  different  clafles,  (hewed  an  un^ 
common  greatnejfs  of  foul.  He  ftudioufly  cultivated  thm 
acquaintance  of  all  men  of  genius,  whom  he  treated  with, 
a  brotherly  affe£fcion  i  atid  never  let  them  feel  the  fuperi- 
prity  which  his  right  of  eldedhip  gave  him  over  them, 
^t,  on  the  contrary,  either  endeavoured  to  raife  them 
.to  his  own  height,  or  placed  himfelf  on  a  level  with 
them. 

With  his  friends  in  private  life,  he  was  eafy,  familiar^ 
indulgent,  and  kind* 

Such  as  were  under  his  protection,  never  felt  the 
Weight  of  dependence.  There  was  no  occafion  for  dan- 
cing attendance,  or  frequent  importunities,  he  always  had 
'  them  in  mind,  and  ferved  them  the  inftant  it  was  in  his 
power:  nor  did  he  exped  apy  returns  for  his  favours, 
though  he  was  pleafed  when  he  faw  marks  of  a  gratd'ul 
mind. 

But  to  all  men  of  rank  and  ftation,  he  aflerted  that 
noble  independence  of  fpirit  which  becomes  the  free-born 
mind.  He  made  no  allowance  for  the  cafual  fuperiority, 
which  birth,  or  fortune,  or  human  inftitutipns  had  given 
them,  but  valued  them  in  prqportion  only  to  that  Jugher 
nobility  of  foul  derived  from  God  and  nature.  He  had 
bng  beheld  witli  indignation  the  nKan  condefcenfions  and 
homage  paid  by  men  of  genius,  to  fcoundrels  in  power, 
and  titled  fools,  and  was  determined  taafFord  a  ftriking 
example  in  himfelf  of  a  contrary  condud,  by  reclaiming 
the  rights  due  to  fuperiority  of  talents,  over  thofe  of  birth 
or  fortune.  In  one  of  his  Tatlers,  he  fays,  "  If  thofe 
who  pofiefs  great  endowments  of  the  mindj  would  fet  a 
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juft  value  00  thcmfelws,  thcjr  would  think  no  man's  ac* 
quaiqcance  whatfoever  a  condefcenfxon,  nor  accept  it  frorn 
the  grratefty  upon  unworthy  or  ignominious  terms/* 
But  Swift  was  not  content  with  this  negative  virtue,  of 
HOC  iceking  their  acquaintance  upon  improper  terms,  bu( 
fefolved  to  difpute  their  right  to  that  fuperiority  over  hit 
brethren^  which  they  had  To  long  pofleflcd^  and  put  in 
bis  claim  to  receive  that  homage  from  them,  which  had 
always  been  paid  them  by  others.  Accordingly  he  laid 
it  down  as  a  rule,  that  he  never  would  folicit  the  acquain- 
tancc  of  any  man>  let  his  quality  or  ilation  be  what  it 
would  I  but  that  all  who  were  defirous  of  the  honour  of 
being  ranked  among  the  number  of  his  friends^  IhouJd 
biake  the  firft  advances  to  him.  Of  this  we  have  a  re* 
markable  inftance  in  his  Journal^  May  19,  171 1.  *'  Mr. 
Secretary  told  mei  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  bad  been 
talking  mu<;b  to  him  about  me,  and  defired  my  acquain- 
tance.  I  anfwered>  it  could  not  be,  for  he  had  not  made 
fufficient  advances.  Then  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  faid, 
)ie  thought  tba;  Duke  was  not  ufed  to  make  advances. 
I  (aid,  I  could  not  help  that :  for  I  always  expeQcd  ad- 
vances in  proportion  to  men's  quality,  and  n)ore  from  fi 
Duke  than  any  other  man.  The  Duke  replied,  that  he 
did  not  mean  any  thing  of  his  quality,  which  was  hand-* 
ibmely  faid  enough,  for  he  meant  his  pride.**  In  another 
fhct,  JulyaQf  171 1,  he  fays,  *M  was  at  Court  and 
Church  to*day,  as  I  was  this  day  fe'nnight ;  1  generally 
am  acquainted  with  about  thirty  in  the  drawing-room^ 
and  1  am  fo  proud  I  make  all  the  Lords  come  up  to  me.'* 
Nor  w^  this  rule  confined  to  the  men  only  i  he  de« 
manded  and  reoeived  the  fame  homage  from  the  vakier 
fex  alio,  in  qi^er  to  render  the  empire  of  genius  and  ta^ 
lents  uifiverfal.  lo  his  Journal,  October  7,  171  j,  hf^ 
has  this  parage.  ^*  I  f&w  Lord  Halifax  at  Court,  an^ 
we  joined  and  talked,  and  the  Ducheis  of  Shrewfbury 
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came  up  and  reproached  me  for  not  dining  with  Tier: 
I  faid,  that  was  not  fo  foon  done,  for  I  expe&cd  morr 
advances  from  Ladies,  efpecially  Duchcfles :  (he  pro- 
mifed  to  comply'  with  any  demands  I  pleafed ;  and  I 
agreed  to  dine  with  her  to-morrow,  iSe.     Lady  Ogle- 
thorp  brought  me  and  the  Dochels  of  Hamilton  toge- 
ther to-day  in  the  drawing-room,  and  I  have  given  her 
fome  encouragement,  but  not  much/'    In  a  letter  td 
the  Duchefs  of  Quecnfbury,  hiany  years  after  he  fays^ 
**  I  am  glad  you  know  your  duty;  for  it  has  been  a 
known  and  eftabHfticd  rule  above  twenty  years  in  Eng- 
land,, that  the  firft  advances  have  been  conftantly  made 
nie  by  all  Ladies,  who  afpired  to  my  acquaintance,  and 
the  )greater  their  quality,  the  greater  mtrt  their  ad- 
vances."   Nor  was  it  for  hrmfelf  only  that  he  demanded 
this  privilege,  but  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  would 
have  it  extended  to  all  his  brethren.     When  Lord  Ox- 
ford had  defired  Swift  to  introduce  Dr.  Parnell  to  him, 
he  refufed  to  do  k,  upon  this  principle,  that  a  man  of 
genius  waEs  a  charafter  fuperior  to  thatof  a  Lord  in  high 
ftation,  and  therefore  obliged  my  Lord  to  introduce 
himfclf :  which  he  did  in  the  moft  courteous  mafiner. 
On  which  occafion  Swift  in  his  Journal  boaftragly  fey5> 
**  I  valt/e  myfelf  upon  making  the  Miniftry  defirc  to 
"be  acquainted  with  Parnell,  and  not  Parnell  with  the 
Minrftry.*' "  Hrs  contemporary  authors  al^  received  the 
benefit  of  this,  and  by  following  his  example,  in  pla- 
cmg  a  proper  value  on  themfelves,  were  treated  with 
more  refpeft  than  ever  fell  to  thefliare  of  their  predc- 
ceflors,  or  thofc  *rho  have  fince  ftrcceedcd  Acrtr.     Pope 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  him  on  "thrs  .fcore,  where 
he  fays,  ^^^  The  top  pleafure  of  my  fife  is  one  I  learned 
ftom  you,  both  how  to  gatn,^and  how  to  ufe.  the  free*- 
*^Ti»'of  friehd&ipwiih  men  much  myfiiperiors." 
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Nothing  biic  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Swifci  and 
Uficonnmori  degree  of  nnerit  in  a  variety  of  ways^  could 
poffibly  hare  made  the  great  ones  of  the  world  defccnd 
fo  far  fronn  their  pride,  as  to  admit  thi«  new  claim^ 
and  pay  him  that  homage  which  they  had  always  con- 
lidercd  as  due  only  to  chemfelvesi  And  indeed  he 
feems  to  have  been  looked  up  to  by-all  the  world,  as 
one  of  a  fiiperior  race  of  beings,  6r,  like  the  Phcsnixj 
as  one  who  formed  a  clafs  in  the  individual,  (landing 
alone,  without  a  ri\^al  or  torhpetitbr  *;  And  though 
encompaifed  by  a  cluftcr  of  the  brighteft  geniufes,  that 
this  Ifland  ever  produced  at  any  given  era,  yet  he  ftood 
diftinguilhed  in  the  circle,  and  as  the  acknowledged 
monarch  of  witj  received  the* voluntary  homage  of  his 
Peers.  And  indeed  among  all  that  clafs  of  erti'inent 
Wfitersj  generally  not  the  moft  humble  of  the  human 
racci  there  was  not  ohe  found  vain  enough  todifpute 
his  title,  and  all  on  different  occafions  have  borne  tefti* 
mony  to  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius.  Of  which  many 
inftances  may  be  produced^  both  in  their  worksj  and 
"in  the  courfc  of  letters  which  paflfed  between  them. 

Having  raifed  himfelf  to  this  high  rank  among  meni 
merely  by  his  perfonal  meritj  he  took  care  to  guard  it 
with  the  fame  jealous  attentionj  that  a  Monarch  (hew9 

♦  A  letter  from  Thomas  Harlcyi  Efqj  to  Swifti  begins  thtis* 
**  Your  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleafure :  I  do  not  mean  only  the 
Jatisfaflion  one  mu(t  always  find  in  hearing  from  fo  g(>o4  a  friend ^  who 
has  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  the  World,  oAd  formed  dntUa  thAi'afl&9 
nnlAcb  noMy  is  nfoift  tmpngh  to  pWetid  to  imitate  \  huti  ^c  — 
•  And  the  Earl  of  Straford^  one  of  the  proadeit  mep  of  the  agei  'a4« 
drefles  him  iQ  this  manner* 

SIRi 

"  To  honour,  andefteemi  and  admire  yea,  is  ^neral^  all  that 
know  or  have  heard  of  you ;  but  to  be  pleafed  wich  your  commands* 
and  glad  and  diligent  t6.  obey  them,  is  peculiar  to  your  true  friendfi  } 
of  which  number  I  am  Very  defirous  td  be  reckoned.'^ 
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CO  the  prefervatioti  of  his  prerogatiye.    The  Icaft  iKght 
Ihcyrn  him,  or  any  unbecoming  creacmenc  of  hinii  wt»  , 
not  to  be  pardoned  without  a  due  fubmiflkm  ffom  the 
perfon  (b  offending.     We  have  already  feen>  thache  re« 
fufed  to  be  reconciled  to  his  friend  Lord  Oxford,  upon 
a  quarrel  of  that  nature,  in  which  he  CMfidcred  as  ai^ 
infult,  what  was  intended  hj  the  other  as  a  favour^  and 
threatened  to  caft  bini  off,  if  he  did  not  niake  a  pfofier 
apology- 
He  broke  off  with  Lady  Giffard>  one  of  hh  oldeft 
acquaintances  in  life>  on  a  fimilar  account,  and  declared 
he  would  never  fee  her  again,  unlcfs  (he  aflced  his  par<r 
don.     In  his  Journal  of  March  ay,  1711,  he  gives  the 
following  account  of  his  refentment  to  Lordv  Landf- 
down :  "  Society-day  you  know.    We  were  never  mer- 
rier nor  better  company,  and  did  not  part  till  after  ele- 
ven.   I  did  not  lununon-  Lord  Landfdown :   he  and  I 
are  fallen  out.     There  was  fomething  in  an  Examiner 
a  fortnight  ago,  that  he  thought  refleded  o»  the  abufe^^ 
in  his  Office  -,  (he  is  Secretary  at  War)  and  he  writ  to 
the  Secretary,  that  be  heard  I  had  in&rted  that  para* 
graph.    This  I  rcfcnted  highly,  that  he  fliould  com- 
|>lain  of  me,  before  he  fpoke  to  me.    I  fent  him  a  pep- 
pcring  letter,  and  would  not  fummon  him  by  a  note„ 
as  I  did  the  reft ;  nor  ever  will  bav^  any  fhing  to  Jay  f^ 
him^  'till  be  begs  my  pardon:'     Nay  even  with  regard  to 
his  dear  friend  Addilbn,  merely  on  account  of  his  (hew- 
ing fome  fufpicion  of  him,,  iik  a  converiatioo  relative 
to  Steele,  his  condufl:  was  the  famei  as  may  be  feen  in 
the  following  paffage  of  his  Journal.    "  I  went  to  the 
cofftre-houfe^  where  I  behaved  myfelf  coldly  enough  to 
Mr.  Addifon,  and  fo  came  home  to  fcribble.    We  dine 
together  to-morrow  and  ncjtt  day^  by  invitation  ;.  but  I 
fliall  alter  my  behaviour  to  him,  'tiU  he  begs  my  pardon^ 
or  clfe  we  (hall  grow  bare  acquamtance/' 
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I  find  an  VinwiUingncfs  to  pan  with  Swlfc  at  this  pen 
I  fibd  of  his  lifci  withtMst  (hewing  him  in  all  the  varioof 
lights  in  which  he  then  appeared.  It  is  from  his  meri-* 
dian  height  that  we  are  to  judge  of  the  fplendor  and 
powerful  influence  of  the  fun  i  lior  from  his  ieeble  f^t-» 
ting  ray,  obfcured  by  mifts,  or  intercepted  by  clouds; 
Yet  it  is  in  this  laft  (late  only^  he  has  hitherto  been  re-* 
prefenced  to  the^^rorld,  in  the  feveral  memoirs  publifb^ 
ed  of  him^  by  thofe  who  never  faw  him  but  in  bis  de-^ 
cline,  and  therefore  have  given  a  very  unfair  repreienta^ 
fion  of  the  maxu  To  judge  of  his  real  charafler^  wc. 
inuft  have  recourie  to  the  teftimony  of  fUch  of  his  ean« 
temporaries,  as  knew  him  in  his  more  perfed:  ilate; 
From  the  accounts  given  by  the  former,  the  world  in 
{general  have  been  taught  to  confider  him  in  the  light 
of  a  feveM,  monfc^  intraftable  man,  abounding  la 
Ipleen  and  iR-nature.  And  in  this  opinion  they  were 
confirmed  by  the  feverity  of  his  fatyr  in  many  of  his 
writings.  But  how  ixrill  they  be  furprifed  to  find,  that 
by  thoie  who  beft  knew  him  at  the  asra  I  have  been 
Speaking  oi^  he  was  as  much  celebrated  for  his  good- 
nature, as  his  wit  J  Of  which,  anfK>ng  a  number  of 
others,  I  Iball  produce  a  few  inftances;  Mr^  Addiibn, 
in  one  of  his  letters,  has  the  following  pafia'ge.  **-l 
Icnow  you  have  fo  much  seal  and  pleafure,  in  doing 
kind  offices  for  thofe  you  wifli  w^U  to,  that  I  hope  yoii 
reprelent  the  hardfeip  of  the  ca£r,  in  the  ftrongeft'cdu 
lours  that  it  can  poffibly  bear.  However>  m  I  always 
■honoured  you  for  your  gooJ-naUfrc^  which: is  a  rcry  odd 
tjuality  to  cekbrate  in  a  man,  who  has  talents-  fo  much 
more  flitning  in  the  eyes  of  the  vm-ld,  I  fhould  be  glad 
if  I  could  any  way  concur  with  you,  in  potting  a  ftop 
CO  what  you  fay  is  now  in  agicatioh.V  And  in  another 
place,  **  I  am  fure  a  jealous  friendly^  BchkvTour,  dif- 
tinguilhes  yoi  as  much,  as  your  many  more  ihining  ta^ 
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knts;  and  as  I  have  received  particular  in((ancfcs  df  1% 
you  txiuft  have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  me,  if  you  do  not 
think  I  heartily  love  and  refpeft  you/*  Lady  BettjP 
Gcrmaine,  daughter  of  I*ord  Berkeley,  who  knew  hinti 
thoroughly. from  herearlieft  day^,  fays  to  himj  in  a  very 
fraok  letter^  wherein  fhe  attacks  him  with  a  good  deal 
of  fpirit  on  Lady  Suffolk's  account-*-"  It  is  you  ought 
to  be  angry^  and  never  forgive  her,  becaufc  you  hav^ 
been  To  much  in  the  wrongs  as  to  condemn  ^  her  with-r 
out  fliew  of  juftice;  and  I  wifli  with  all  my  hearty  as  a 
judgment  upon  you,  chat  you  had  feen  her  as  I  did^ 
when  the  ncwi  of  your  friend's  death  •  came;  for 
though  you  jirc  a  proud  perfon,  yet  give  you  devil  your 
due,  you  arc  a  fincerc,  good-natured  honeil  one."  But 
this  quality  of  his  was  difcoverable  onjy  on  a  nearer  acf 
quaintance ;  for  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occafions,  he 
if^as  at  more  pains  to  conceal  his  virtues,  than  others 
4ire  to  difplay  them ;  and  to  effedfc  this,  often  put  on  the 
jpippejirance  of  qualities  diredly  contrary  to  thofe  he  pot 
Xcffedk  Dne  of  his  intimates  f,  writes  thus  to  hini- 
.^'  You  have  an  unlucky  quality,  which  cxpofc^  you  to 
to  the  forwardncfs  of  thofe  that  love  you  ;  Inifan  good 
nature.  From  which,  ^otigh  I  did  not  alwayjjufpfff  you 
^teilty.  0f  i/,  /  now  promife  vvfjelf  aji  eajy  fardon^'^ 

Nor  was  his  good  nature  merely .  of  the  commoti 
Jcindf  hse  had  a  icendernefs  of  heart  which  made  him 
ftel  with  unufual  fenfibility  the  fufferings,  misfortunes^ 
pr  lofs  of  friendS)  and  fympathije  with  them  in  their 
piSi&ion$.  Nor  were  thefe  feelings  afterwards  diml- 
fiifbed  or  blunted  by  years,  ^till  the  faculties  pf  his 
Ifnind  were  impaired,  and  in  a  great  degree  they  out- 
lived even  thofe  ^  a$  may  befeei^  in  many  ioftanc^s  (iq- 

f  Mrv  Cay.    On  who&  ii^coupt  Swift  1m4  accufed  Lady  Sof oik. 
f  Chiv^Lon  CharltoDp  Captappf  the  VeomeA  ^  the  Guards. 
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q(  his  old-ff  icnds«     In  what  .agpnies  o(  mind  does.he 

£ive  to  StclU  a  diftra^ed  account  of  the  ft4bbi4g-Mr> 

Harky  by  G^it'card  ?  March  i^-^i  711.    "  O  dear  M.  D. 

fny  h^aK  is  almoft.  broken.    .Yi>u  will  hear  the  thing 

htffltc  this  conses  tp  you  5.  I  writ  a  full  account  of  it 

chis  night  to  the  ArchbiAiop  Qf  Dublin*     I -was  in  a 

fyrvf  wgy.ta  wit€,  but  thought  n  might  be  proper  to 

iend  a  cruc^cqouat  pf  the  faft^  for  you  wi)l  heafli  thour 

•dand  lying  cirgOmftance^.    'Jbrpf  Mn  Harney's  being 

;ftabbed  cbi«  a&er^oon  at-^hr^e  o'clock  ata  Cocnmittejc 

<){  the  CouDGil,     I  am  in.  mortal  pain  for  him..;  That 

dcfperate  French  villain^  Marqui^de^Guifc^Fdbift^b^il 

/Mr.  Haifley.   Fray  pordoj^ii^y  ^ii!^r^6i\a^^    I  now  think 

^of  aU  his  kindnefs  to  me*   .  Jhe  poor.creaturib  dow  li^s 

Jtabb.$d  in  his  bed^  by.a4e(peme  Frefich  pppiih  vilr 

^ain.     Gkapji^  nighty  aii4:.X^^-iprefervq::ypli.>oth>  and 

pity  me.     I  want  it."  .-.  .     -        .    j 

Hi^  behaviour/to  theJDuchefs  of  Hamilto«j-^on  the 

unfortunate  death  of  the  Dukcj  killed  inad^fiibyj^itl 

Mohun,  affords  a  (Iriking  inftanCf  of  a  Ifvarm. feeling 

.heart.  He  flew  tp  her  the  inlt^t  the  news  re«hfd^bim,tp 

adminifter  every  afliftance  amd  icotifolatioo  in  his  power. 

Of  which  take  the  following  atcount^Q  his  Journal^ 

November  15,  ^7x2^    *•*  They  have  retnoved  fhe  poor 

JDucheis  to  a  lodging  in  ^tl>e  .fieighbourhpod^  .where  I 

have  been  with  her  two  hours,  and  am  juft  come  away. 

I  never  faw  fo  melancholy  a  fcene.    She  has  moved  my 

very  foul.    .  i6th.  I  thought  to  have  finifbed  this  yef- 

,  terday,  but  was  too  much  difturbed.     I  fent  a  letter 

€arly  this  morning  to  Lady  Mafliam^  to  beg  her  ;to 

write  fome  comforting  words  to  the  poor  Ducfaeis. 

-  She  has  proniifed  me  to  get  the  Queen  to  write  to  the 

Duchefs  kindly  on  this  occafion-;  and  to-morrow  I  will 

beg  Lord  Treafurcr  to  vifit  and  comfort  her.    J  hayc 

M  4  been 
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beea  with  her  two  hoOn  again,  ami  And  hef  w«rfK 
Her  violences  not  fo  (rtqut^t^  but  her  melancholy  ntof« 
/ormal  and  fettled.    Lady  Oiicncy,  her  fifter-in  law^  U 
^ome  to  town  on  the  ocdifion,  and  has  be^a  to  fee  her> 
and  behaved  herfelf  wkh  great  humanity.    They  have 
been  always  very  ill  together^  and  the  poor  Ducheiji 
%ould  not  have  patience  when  people  told  her  I  west 
often  to  Lady  Orkney'a.    But  I  am  refolved  to  make 
them  friends  i  for  the  Duehefs  is  now  no  more  the  ob** 
jeft  of  envy,  and  moft  learn  humility  from  the  fevereft 
Mafter,  Jflifiion.'*    Here  we  fee  that  not  eontent  with 
what  friendly  oHices  be  could  do  in  his  own  pCrfon,  ht 
imn>edittely  applies  to  higher  powers,  even  to  royaltjr 
itielf,  to  aldmmtfter  richer  cordials  to  raifc  her  finking 
foul^  and  pour  a  moi'e  fbvereign  balm  on  her  affltdcd 
fpirit.    And  at  the  fame-tiMie  forms  k  plan  for  her  fu^ 
ture  eafe  and  jcomfort;  .by  endeavouring  to  make  u^  % 
family  breach. 

The  accounts  he  gives  of  tfte  iUnefs  and  death  of  poor 
Harrifen,  Tor  whom  he  had  made  fo  noble  a  provifion  *, 
are  nKtnifeftty  the  effufions  of  a  tender  heart.    Februt- 
try  13,  17  It.    *^l  foulid  a  letter  on  my  table  laft  nighty 
to  tell  me  that  poor  little  Harrifon^  the  Queen's  Secre- 
tary, that  came  lately  from  Utrecht  with  the  Barrier 
Treaty,  was  ill,  and  defired  to  fee  me  at  night :  but  it 
was  late^  and  I  could  not  gO  'till  to-day.    I  went  in 
the  morning  and  found  him  mighty  ill,  and  got  thirty 
guineas  for  him  from  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  an  or« 
der  for  one  hundred  pounds  from  the  Treafury  to  be 
paid  him  to^rmorrow ;  and  1  have  got  him  removed  to 
Knightibridge  for  air.     i3tb.  1  fent  to  fee  how  he  did, 
/and  he  is  extremely  ill ;  and  I  am  very  much  afflicted 
for  him,  as  he  is  my  own  creati^re  in  a  very  honourable 

*  Thst  of  Qoetn^t  Secntuf  at  the  Hague,  a  poft  wkich  Lonl 
^Ibghroke  aftcn¥ards  beftowc4  on  Ills'  ovm  broths. 
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poft;  and  very  worthy  of  it.  His  mother  and  GRer  at- 
tMd  him,  and  he  wants  nothing.  14th*  I  took  ParneU 
this  mortiing,  arfd  wc  walked  to  fee  poor  Harrironi 
I  had  thfe  one  hundred  pounds  in  my  pocket,  f 
Uld  Pdmeii  I  was  afraid  to  knock  at  the  door ;  my  mind 
mi/gave  me.  I  did  knock,  andliifc  man  in  tears  told  me 
his  mafter  was  dead  an  hour  before.  Think  what  grief 
this  l«  to  me !  I  could  not  dine  with  Lord  Treafurer^ 
nor  any  where  elfe,  but  got  a  bit  of  meat  towards  evien^ 
ing.  No  IrtTs  ever  grieved  me  fo  much:  poor  crea- 
ture! ^ay  God  Almighty  blefs  you«  Adieu.  I  fend 
this  away  to-night,  and  I  am  forry  h  nmft  go  while  I 
am  ift  fo  much  grief  ♦/* 

Indeetii  during  thac^wholc  period,  his  breaft  feeffia 
'to  have  contained  a  perpetual  fpring  6f  the  purfcft  btf* 
nevolence,  always  flowing,  and  always  full:  and  tlve 
cYAtt  delight  of  his  life  arofe  from  doing  a£ts  of  hu- 
manity, charity,  gcnerofity,  and  friendlhrp.  Nor  con- 
tent with  what  he  could  perform  in  that  way  himfelf, 
his  utmoft  endeavours  were  uled  to  difiiife  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  of  benevolence  into  all  with  whom  he  was  conned- 
cd.  He  was  the  life  and  foul  of  that  famous  Ibciety  of 
fixteen,  confiding  of  fome  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age, 
in  point  of  talents,  rank,  and  virtue.  To  tie  them 
clofer  to  each  other,  he  made  them  adopt  the  endear- 
ing name  of  brothers  5  and  to  fpread  the  circle  ftill 
wider,  the  Ladies  of  the  feveral  members,  called  fif- 

*  Lord  Bolingbioke  bears  fbong  teftimony  to  this  quality  in  Smft, 
in  his  letter  of  March  I7»  1719.  ''I  have  not  theie  feveral  years 
ufted  ib  fenfible  a  pleafure,  as  yoar  letters  of  the  i6th  of  January  and 
i6(h  of  February  gave  me ;  and  I  know  enough  of  the  tendtrmfi  tfjmr 
bmrt,  to  be  aflured,  that  the  letter  I  am  writing  will  piodnce  much  the 
ikme  cSkGi  on  yon.  I  feel  my  own  plcafore«  and  I  feel  yonr's.  The 
trueft  reflection,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  bittereft  iatyr»  which  can 
be  made  on  the  preient  age,  is  this,  that  to  think  af  yOd  think,  will 
make  a  man  pafs  for  romantic.  Sincerity,  confiancy,  umUrntfs,  ate 
larely  to  b^  found." 

tcrs. 
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cersy  tind  even  their  children  were  nephews  aad  nieces. 
Happy  were  the  envied  few  who.  (lood  in  this- adopted 
reladonAiip  to  Swift^  and  they  nev«r  failed  afcerwardf 
*faoaftingly  to  ufe  that  title ; '  a£  may  be  feen  in  fevcrad 
of  their  letters.  Great  was  the  canyafliDg  to  be  admit- 
ted intp  that;  number  s  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  look- 
ed upon  it  as  a  high  honour  that  he  was  elqfted  a  mem*- 
ber,  Without,  airy  application  on  his  part;  ''  The  end 
of  our  club  (fays  Swift)  is  to  advance  cooveriation  and 
friendlbip,  and  ^  reward  dcierving  petfons  with  our 
intercft  and  recommendation »  We  take  in  BOne  but 
jmen^of  wit,  or -men  of  intercftj  and  if  we  go  on  as  wc 
"^  begin,  no  mother  club  of  the  town  will  be  wpiith  talkiivg 
of/'  To  kcepithtip  fteady  tQ  tbefc  points,  and  to  pre- 
vent tfceir  dogciierating  into  political  R^etings>  Swift 
early- oppi^ed  the  admiffion  of  Lord  Tfeafurer  and 
Lord  Keeper,  who  had  b^en.prppofcd,  and  they  wei« 
accordingly  excluded  j  but  their  fons  were.recwed  io 
their  room»  .There  are  feveral  inftances  mentioned  of 
contributions  xaiied  by  them  to  relieye  indigent  merit, 
which  wcre^iftributcd  by. Swift  *% 

•  Of  this,  among  manf  others,  take  the  following  inflances,  Jouf- 
ttal,  February. ie»  lyiz.  **  I  dined  to-day  with  our  fociety,  the 
^reateft  dinner  I  have  ever  feen«  It, was  at  Jack  Hill's,  the  Gover- 
nor of  Dunkirk.  I  .gave  an  account  of  iixty  guineas  I  had  colleded^ 
and  am  to  give  them  away  to  two  authors  to-morrow.  And  Lord  Trea- 
furer  has  promifed  me  One  hundred  pounds  to  reward  fome  others, 
f  jth.  1  was  to  fee  a  poor  Poet,  one  Mr.  Diaper,  in  a  nafty  garret, 
very  iick.  I  gave  him  twenty  guineas  from  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
diipofed  the  other  fixty  to  two  other  authors.  In  that  of  March  39, 
**  J  was  naming  Ibme  time  ago>  to  a  certain  perfon,  another  certain 
perfon,  that  was  very  deferving,  and  poor*  and  ftckly  ;  and  the  other, 
that  iirft  certain  perfon,  gave  me  one  hundred  pounds  to  give  the  other. 
•  The  perfon  who  is  to  have  it,  never  faw  the  giver,  nv^r  expcAs  one 
firthing,  nor  has  the  feaft  knowledge  or  imagination  of  it ;  fo  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  a  very  agreeable  furprife  ;  for  ]  think  it  a  hanJfome 
prcfent  enough.  I  paid  the  100  1..  this  evening,  and  it  was  a  great 
iurprife  to  the  receiver.  *' 

He 
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Heiiadfix  far  ende^vouccd  to  difilile  this  fpiric  of  be- 
nevoknce  among  all  hi$  conne&ions^  that  Lord  Pcter^ 
lx>rough  raillifs  him  upon  it  thus  in  one  of  his  letters* 
*<  You  were  returning  me  to  ages  paft  for  fome  expref* 
jdons  in  my  letter.  I  find  matter  10  your^s  to  fend  you  as 
far  back  as  the  golden  age*  How  came  you  to  frame 
9L  fyftem,  in  the  times  we  live  in,  to  govern  the  world 
by  love?'* 

He  did  not  Ihew  at  that  time  any  of:  that  acrimony» 
which  be  contra(led  afterwards  from  difappointment,  ill- 
pefs,  and  a  thoufand.  vexations  mult^lytng  on  him,  and 
jncreafing  with  his  yeare.  On  the  contrary,  he  fecms  bf 
)iis  Journal  and  Letters  to  have  had  an  uncommon  Bow 
of  fpirits,  and  a  cheerfulnefs  of  temper  not  eafily  affeded. . 
Accordingly  his  company  was  eagerly  fought  after  by  all 
who  CQiild  get  accefs  to  him;. and  bis  converfation  was 
the  delight  not  only  of  thofe  who  had  a  celilh  for  Wit  and 
humour,  but  of  thofe  who  took  pleafure  in  the  unre^ 
firained  focial  hour  of  good  humour  and  mirth.  So  that 
he  feems  to  have  had  every  requifite  that  could  excite  at 
once  the  admiration  and  love  of  his  friends.  And  indeed 
t)0  iftan  ever  poflefied  both  in  a  more  eminent  dcgfc?, 
and  that  from,  a  large  group  of  charadters,  diflinguilhed 
for  their  rank,  talents  and  worth  \  fuch  as  are  hardly  to 
be  paralleled,  as  co-exiftent  at  the  fame  period)  either 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country,  or  perhaps  in  that  of 
any  other.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  Swift  was  very  for- 
.  tunate  to  have  lived  at  fuch  a  juncture,  and  that  he  was 
judicious  in  his  choice;  but  furely  it  is  a  proof  of  his  ex- 
traordinary merit,  that  they  were  all  united  in  the  fame 
fcntiments  towards  him,  however  they  differed  among 
each  other ;  and  that  their  attachment  to  him  continued 
invariably  the  fame  ever  after,  not  feeming  to  have  fuf* 
fered  any  diminution  either  from  abfcnce,  length  of  time, 
pr  |ofs  of  power.    It  is  from  the  accounts  of  thofe  who 

^  knew 
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knew  him  inrimaiely  at  that  period,  that  we  ire  to  f&rm 
aa  idea  of  his  real  charafter^  not  froni  the  reports  or  furl 
Qiifes  of  others^  or  fuch  as  only  faw  him  in  his  decline, 
when  licrk  of  his  former  felf  remained.  There  have  al* 
ready  been  many  quotations  given  for  that  purpofc ;  to 
dofe  his  charafter,  I  fhall  on!y  add  two  more^  from 
two  of  his  moft  intimate  friends ;  one  from  Dr.  Arbuih-^ 
not»  a  man  as  remarkable  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  hearth 
^s  his  fine  talents  \  the  otKer  from  Pope.  The  firft  is 
part  of  a  letter  written  fix>n  after  the  Queen^s  death! 
•*  Dear  friend,  the  laft  fcntencc  of  your  letter  quite  killi 
me.  Never  repeat  that  mdancholy  tender  word,  that 
you  will  endeavour  to  forget  me,  I  am  fure  I  ncvtr  ean 
forget  you  till  I  meet  with  (what  is  impoflible)  another^ 
whofe  converfatioa  I  can  delight  16  much  in,  as  JDr. 
Swift\  and  yct  that  is  the  fmalleft  thing  I  ought  to  va- 
lue you  for.  That  hearty  fincerc  friendihip,  that  plain 
and  open  ingenuity  in  iaU  your  commerce,  is  what  I  am 
fure  I  can  never  find  in  another  man.  I  Ihall  want  often 
a  faithful  monitor,  one  that  would  vindicate  me  behind 
my  back,  ^nd  tell  me  my  faults  to  my  face.  God  knows 
I  write  this  with  tears  in  my  eyes." 

The  other  is  m  a  letter  from  Pope  to  Lord  Orrery^ 
where,  fpeaking  of  Swift,  he  fays,  **  My  fincere  love  for 
this  valuable,  indeed  incomparable  man,  will  accompany 
him  through  life,  and  purfue  his  memory,  were  I  to  live 
a  hundred  lives,  as  many  as  hiis  works  will  Five^  which 
are  abfolutely  original,  unequalled,  unexampled.  His 
humanity,  his  charity,  his  condefcenfibn,  his  candour, 
are  equal  to  his  wit,  and  require  as  good  and  true  a'talte 
•jto  be  equally  valued.** 

But  Pope  wrote  this  to  a  man  who  bad  no  fuch  truh 
taftc.  To  one,  who  in  all  hb  remarks'on  Swift%  life, 
has  endeavoured  to  depreciate  the  n^emory  of  that  great 
man,  and  place  all  his  actons  in  the  worft  light.    Not 

con* 
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Cfmfitnt.wich.atUcking  his  private  character,  and  often 
With  the  malice  of  W  lago  (ib  much  worfe  indeed  as  be* 
ing  utterly  unprovoked)  tiarmng  bis  very  virtue  int^pit^b^ 
he  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  his  political  one  to  the  Ipwr 
eit  line  v  ^  niay  be  fern  in  the  following  paflage  *.  *^  He 
was  elated  with  the  appearance  of  enjoying  minifterial 
confidence.  He  enjoyed  the  (hadow^  the  fub(Unce  was 
kept  ffom  him.  He  was  employed,  not  trufted ;  and  z% 
the  fame  time  that  he  imagined  himfelf  a  fubtle  diver^ 
who  dexteroully  (hot  down  into  the  profoundeft  regions 
of  politics^  he  was  fu&red  only  to  found  the  fliallowft 
Jieareft  the  fhore,  and  was  fcarce  admitted  to  defcend  be-, 
low  the  froth  at  the  top*  Perhaps  the  deeper  bottoms 
wete  too  muddy  for  his  infpe&ion.**  I  dare  fay  his  JLoixL- 
jQiip,  when  he  bad  fimihed  this  paragraph,  looked  it  over 
often  with  great  felf-complacency,  and  admired  h  as  a 
bewtiful  and  well  turned  period.  But  unfortunately 
there  was  not  one  fyllable  of  truth  in  it,  of  which  theie 
have  been  already  fufficient  proofs  given.  Yet  as  this 
opinion,  even  upon  to  weak  an  authority,  has,  from  the 
general  fpirit  of  envy,  been  adopted  by  numbers ;  and 
as  fome  of  the  nobleft  points  of  Swift's  chara&er,  depend 
upon  the  cpofidcration  of  the  high  rank  which  he  then 
held  in  the  policiqal  ftate,  I  ihall  here  adduce  farther 
proofs  of  his  great  importance,  and  Ihew,  that  though 
he  was  without  office  or  rank,  he  was  the  man  the  mo(i: 
trufted^  and  the  molt  employed  in  all. political  and  ftate 
aSairs^  of  any  of  that  time. 

We  have  already  feen  with  what  rapidity  and  eager- 
nefs,  contrary  to  his  ufual  procraftinating  and  referv^ 
difpofition,  Harley  rulbed  into  his  acquaintance,  and  he- 
ight his  frtcndlhip.  That  foon  after  their  firft  conver- 
£ng  together,  he  t6ld  St«  John  he  could  keep  nothing 
from  him.  Swift  had  fo  much  the  way  of  getting  into 

•  L^d  Ornery^  i«m|tfki  oa  (be  Lift  and  yritinjs  of  jSwift. 

hio^ 
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him  •.  That  after  a  clofer  inrtmacy,  though  the  mort 
referved  man  alive,  and  the  leaft  apt  to  dcfpond,  he  con^ 
feiied,  that  uttering  his  mind  to  Swift,  gave  him  eafc  f* 
And  that  he  continued  ever  after  to  repofe  this  truft  in 
htm,  may  be  ieen  in  a  letter  from  Lewis  in  the  year 
1 7 13,  fuppofed  by  the  world  to  be  the  moft  confidential 
man  with  Lord  Oxford,  where  he  fays,  ^'  His  mind  has 
been  communicated  more  freely  to  you  than  to  any 
other/'  In  two  months  after  their  firft  acquaintance^  he 
was  admitted  of  the  Saturday's  private  party,  or  Mini^ 
Iter's  Cabinet  Council,  confifting  of  the  Lord  Keeper 
Harcourt,  the  Earl  Rivers,  the  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
and  Mr,  Secretary  St.  John ;  where,  after  dinner,  they 
ufed  to  difcourfe,  and  fettle  matters  of  great  importance, 
and  Swift  was  always  one  of  the  number:}:.  It  has  been 
fhewn  that  he  flood  in  an  equal  degree  of  confidence  with 
Lord  Bolingbroke  :  and  no  man  living,  no  not  of  the 
Miniftry,  flood  fo  high  in  the  opinion  of  Lady  Mafiiam, 
the  fecond  greatefl  favourite  of  the  Queen,  and  latterly 
the  firfl ;  of  which  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  have  been 
produced,  in  her  Ihedding  tears  openly,  upon  the  talk 
of  fending  him  to  Ireland,  and  her  lafl  eameft  letter  to 
him  before  the  Queen's  death.  All  the  great  officers  of 
ftate  conncdtcd  with  the  Miniftry,  followed  their  example 
in  paying  him  homage.  Lord  Keeper  Harcourt  told  a 
placeman  of  inferior  rank,  who  had  treated  Swift  with 
Ibme  incivility,  to  take  care  of  what  he  did,  for  the 
Dodor  was  not  only  the  favourite  of  all  the  Miniftry,  but 
their  Governor  alfo.  'Wc  have  fcen  that  Lord  Rivers 
told  the  printers,  for  whom  Swift  had,  demanded  feveral 
places  in  his  department  of  confiderable  value,  that  the 
Doftor  commanded,  and  he  muft  obey.  We  find  too, 
that  when  any  of  the  Miniftry  themfelves  had  a  favour  to 

•  ^/V(P  Journal,  Nov.  it,  1710.    .     +  Journal,  March  4,  I7ia-lt« 
J  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change^  Vc.  and  Journal  faj^, 
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ifk  of  Lord  Oxford,  it  was  through  him  they  made  their 
application  •.  It  was  the  (ame  too  with  regard  to  the 
foreign  Minifters  f.  In  what  light  he  flood  with  the 
SpaniQi  Ambaflidor,  may  be  feen  from  the  following  cx- 
traft  from  his  Journfal,  December  21,  17 12.  "This 
day  fc'nnight,  after  I  had  been  talking  at  Court  with  Sir 
WilHam  Wyndham,  the  Spanilh  Ambaffador  came  to 
him,  and  faid,  he  heard  that  was  Doftor  Swift,  and*  dc- 
fired  him  to  tell  me,  that  his  Maftcr,  and  the  King  of  ^ 

France,  and  the  Queen,  were  obliged  to  me  more  than 
to  any  man  in  Europe.  So  we  bowed,  and  (hook  hands, 
&?f .  I  took  it  very  well  of  him.**  All  ftatc  writings,  the 
Queen*s  Speeches,  Addrefles  upon  them,  &fr.  *ere  ei- 
ther entirely  drawn  up  by  him,  or  fubmitted  to  his  cor- 
rcdUon.  .  He  had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the  famous  re- 
prefentadon  of  the  Speaker's,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
which  made  fuch  a  noife  at  that  time,  and  was  confidered 
as  the  fineft  that  ever  was  penned.  In  (hort  there  was 
not  a  move  made  of  any  kind  with  relation  either  to  pub* 
Eck  aflfahs,  or  party  matters,  in  which  he  was  not  con* 
iulted,  and  the  grcateft  (hare  of  labour  rn  the  executive 
part  was  thrown  upon  his  (houlders.  In  all  this  plenitude 
of  power,  he  was  ib  ftr  from  hing  elated  with  the  ap^ 
fearance  of  injoyiffg  minifterial  confidence^  that  he  ufcd  his 
heft  Endeavours  to  conceal*  it  from  the  world  if>  general, 
though  it  could  not  be  a  fi?cret  to  thofc  of  his  own  party^ 

*  Journali  Januarys,  1712-15.  *'  Itelly^a  gcMd  thing;  thefe 
is  not  one  of  the  Miniilry,  bat  what  will  ein{|loy  me  a^  gravely  t» 
fpeak  for  them  to  Lord  Treafurer,  as  if  I  were  their  brotbe/-,  or  his» 
and  I  do  it  as  gravely,  though  1  knDw  th^  do  it  only  hecaafe  they 
will  not  make  themfelves  uneafy,  or  had  raiher  1  ihotild  be  denied  tfa^n 
they*" 

t  March  9*  1712-13.  '<  I  Was  at  Court  to-day,  and  the  iareigA 
Minifters  have  got  a  trick  of  employing  me  to  fpeak  for  them  to 
Lord  Treafurer,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  LUq  when  the  cafe  is 
reafonable." 

With 
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With  this  view,  he  abfented  him&lf  from  Lord  Trefl^ 
furcr*s  lcvccs>  having  never  appeared  there  but  twice* 
during  their  whole  acquaintance.  And  at  Court  he  al* 
ways  avoided  him  whenever  he  made  towards  him,  nor 
would  ever  be  feen  fpeaking  to  him  there  *.  But  it  was 
impolBble  long  to  conceal  that  fuperior  degree  of  favour 
in  which  he  ftood  with  the  Minifter.  His  writings^  b 
the  caufe  he  efpoufed^  had.rendered  him  too  confpicuous^ 
and  the  adverfe  party  were  too  much  galled  by  them,  not 
to  make  them  watchful  qS  all  his  motions.  He  was  ac* 
Vordingly  confidered  by  the  leaders  of  the  q>pofite  party, 
as  the  firft  mover  in  all  the  minifte^al  meafures ;  and 
many  virulent  fpeeches  were  made  agi^nft  him  by  nanne, 
both  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Conimons,  as  one  wb^ 
was  in  the  Jecret  of  all  affairs^  and  wiihgut  wbo/cadvic^ 
9r  privity  nothing  was  done^  or  employment  difpofed  ofy. 
Oh  Lord  Orrery!  how  little  did  you  know  of-^hrtruc 
ftate  of  affairs  at  that  time,  when  you  wrote  that  falfe 
envious  paragraph^  and  how  utterly  unacquainted  muft 
you  have  been  with  the  real  charafter  of  the  man,  whole 
memoirs  you  undertook  to  write,  when  you  could  fup>> 
{)ore  him  fo  mean  fpirited  as  to  be  the  mere  tpol  of  a 
JVfiniftry  \  and  fo  blinded  by  vanity  (a  fault  of  which  he 
had  not  one  particle  in  his  compolition,  for,  as  he  him- 
ieif  has  often  ob&rved,  he  was  too  proud  to  be  vain)  as 
not  to  difcovtr  whether  he  was  only  employ ed^  not  truftedl 
Nor  was  his  influence  confined  to  England  only,  he 
was  the  chief  perfon  confuhed  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
particularly  during  the  Duke  of  Ormondes  Adminiftra- 

*  January  15,  1711*13.  ''I  was  at  Coart  to-day,  and  asLoid 
Tres^urer  came  towards  me  I  avoided  him,  and  he  hnnted  me  thrict 
about  the  room.  I  afFe^  never  to  take  notice  of  him  at  Church  or 
Coort.  He  knows  it,  for  I  have  told  him  b^  and  to-night  at  Lord 
Malham's  he  gave  an  account  of  it  to  the  company ;  but  my  reafont  avot 
that  people  feeing  me  fpeak  to  him,  caufes  a  great  deal  of  teafing." 

^  fMr  Swift's  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Chan^,  &lr* 

tion^ 
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Hbfi,  itid  few  preferments  pafled,  cfpecially  ih  tfie  Churchy 
Irithour  his  approbation.  Of  this  there  dre  many  prooft 
to  be  found  in  his  cdrrefpondertce  with  the  ArchbMhop  of 
Dublin,  Primate  Lindfay^  Lord  Chancclter  Phipps,  and 
his  own  Journal  *. 

Having  now,  pad  all  corttrovcrfjr,  eftabliflied  the  High 
degree  of  power  and  influence  Which  He  ihfen  enjoyed^ 
beyond  any  that  perhaps  ever  fell  ta  the  lot  of  i  priratd 
perfon,  muft  not  the  difintercfted  fpirit  erf  SOrlft  ftrikc  lis 
with  aftonirtiment,  when  we  reflcdt  that  he  made  Hoothe^ 
ufe  of  thefe  great  Advantages,  but  to  pt^omotd  the  ptiblick 
Caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  or  to  make  simple  pfo^ 
vifion  for  perfons  of  merit,  while  he  was  utterly  hegli^ 
gent  with  regard  to  his  own  fortune  ?  It  mtift  be 'Obvious 
to  every  one,  who  confiders  the  light  in  which  he  ftood, 
that  had  he  been  a  man  of  intrigue,  or  dould  he  havd 
made  his  principles  bend  to  the  reigning  policy' of  the 
Court  •,  had  he  not  incurred  the  Queen's  difpleafute,  hf 
endeavouring  to  courtteraft  her  adopted  fyftem  of  govern* 
ment,  and  treating  her  bofom  favourite  with  a  feverity 
never  to  be  forgiven  j  nay  had  he  only  followed  the  lead 
of  the  Minifter^  by  acquiefcing  iii  meafures  which  ht 
found  it  vain  tooppofe^  it  muft  be  allowed,  I  fay^  con« 
fidering  the  immenfity  of  his  talents^  the  clofe  connec-» 

*  f^ub  hts  letter  to  the  Ar^hbiOiopy  September  jij  1713.  Hit 
}oumai,  February  i,  171  a- 13. 

Ldrd  Prtniate  Lindfay  writes  tbus  to  hinii  in  his  letter  of^  January 
t^  1719-14*  **  There  is  a  gentleman.  Whom  I  belieVe  you  ihuft  KaVd 
heard  c^  Dr.  Andrew  Hamilton,  Archdeacon  of  Raphoe^  a  inan  of 
good  learning  and  abilities,  and  one  of  great  intereft  in  that  coutitiy^ 
whom  I  could  wi(h  you  would  more  for  to  fucceed  me  in  Raphoei  as. 
(no  that  is  moft  likely  to  do  goOd  ih  that  part  of  the  countryj  of  any 
iftan  1  knowi** 

*«  And  nov^  b^  jlleaf^  td  tdcept  m^  thanks  fct  the  great  terntti 
yon  have  done  me,  a^at  you^  have  contributed  much  to  ny  advancement  % 
k  I  mni!  defire  you,  np6n  occaiion,  to  ^vrme  your  farther  afliftafioi 
for  ibc  ifirvice  of  the  Chaxch«'* 

K  tign 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Xji  THE    LIFE    OF 

tion  he  fiood  in  with  all  the  Icadiqg  men,  the  great  irff* 
portance  be  was  of  to  their  caufe,  and  the  aknoft  lifterly 
affection  ihewn  him  by  Lady  Malbatn,  that  he  might 
bavc  afpired  to  the  Mgheft  dignities  in  the  Church>  or 
cven^  if  his  bent  lay  that  way,  in  the  (tace*.  For  in  thofe 
4ay»  the  gown  was  not  confidered  as  a  difqualification  to 
mintilerial  offices,  as  we  find  the  Bifhop  df  Briftol  was 
inade  Lord  Privy-feal,  and  An^flador  Plenipotentiary* 
Bot  as  k  wais  a  naaxim  with  Swift,  that  while  the  Queen 
gurfued  her  trimming  plan,  the  interefts  of  the  Church 
and  State  were  oo  a  fandy  foundation,  and  that  there 
could  be  no  fdid  elUbfifhment  for  them,  'till  the  WhigSi 
were  all  turned  out  of  their  employments,  and  a  total  end 
put  to  their  power ;  he  determined  not  only  never  to  fall 
in  with  the  Quecn^s  meafores,  but  on  the  contrary  open- 
ly tooppofe  them*  Though  at  the  fame  time  he  muft 
have  been  confcious  that  this  was  the  xnoft  certain  way  to 
bar  his  own^  preferment. 

The  only  employmer>t  that  Swift  ever  aflced  for  during 
all  that  time,  was  that  bf  Hiftoriographcr ;  and  his  rea- 
ions  for  defiring  it  are  thus  fet  forth,  in  his  .Memorial  t^ 
ihe  Queen,  April  i,  1714. 

**  The  change  of  Miniftry  about  foar  years  ago,  the 
fall  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  proceedings 
fince,  in  relation  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  are  all  capable 
of  being  very  malicioufly  reprefcnted  to  pofterity,  if  they 
Ihould  fall  under  the  pen  of  fome  writer  of  the  oppofite 
party,  as  they  probably  may. 

**  Upon  thefc  reafpns  it  is  neceffaryy  for  the  honour  of 
the  Queen,  and  in  juftice  to  her  fervants,  that  ibme  able 
hand  (hould  be  immediately  employed,  to  write  the  hill 
tory  of  her  Majefly*s  reign,  that  the  truth  of  things  may 
be  tranfmitted  to  future  ages^  and  bear  down  .the  falie- 
hood  of  malicious  pens/' 

-  «'  The  Dean  of  St.  Patrick^s  is  ready  to  undertake  this^ 
work,  humbly  dcfiring  her  Majefty  will  pleafc  to  appoint 

him 
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Rim  her  Hiftoriographcr ;  hot  f roih  any  view  df  the  pro- 
fir,  (which  is  fo  inconfiderable^  that  it  nvill  hardly  ftrve 
to  pay  the  expence  of  fe^frching  offices)  but  frorti  an  earn- 
tft  defire  to  ferve  his  Queen  and  country :  for  which  that 
employment  will  qualify  him,  by  an  opportunity  of  acccft 
to  thofc  places,  where  papers  and  records  are  kept^  which 
will  be  neceflary  to  ariy  who  undertake  fuch  a  hiftory.'* 

We  fee  upon  what  difinterefted  principles  Swift  defired 
this  office  5  and  he  feems  to  have  been  highly  provoked 
at  his  not  obtaining  it,  laying  the  blame  very  uhjuftjy  oa 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  as  may  be  feen  in  his  letter  to  Mifs 
Vanhomrigh,  Auguft  ij  1714-  "I  atrl  not  of  youi* 
opinion  about  Lord  Bolingbroke^  perhaps  he  miy  get 
the  Staff,  but  I  cannot  rely  on  his  love  to  me.  He  knew 
f  had  a  mind  to  be  Hi(lbriographer3  though  I  valued  it 
not  but  for  the  publick  fcrvice  5  yet  it  is  gonfe  to  a  worth- 
lefs  rogue,  that  rto-body  knows.'*  But  it  appears  frtjm  a 
letter  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot*s^  July  lyj  17 14,  that  Lord  Bo-i 
lingbroke  was  010ft  hearty  in  his  caufc ;  where  he  fays, 
**  1  gave  your  letter,*  with  the  inclofed  Memorial,  cava-^ 
'  lierntent  to  Lord  Bolingbrokei  He  read  itj  and  fcemed 
concerned  at  fome  part  of  it,  expreffing  himfclf  thus>: 
**  That  it  would  be  among  the  eternal  fcandals  of  th* 
government,  to  fiiffcr  a  man  of  your  charafter^  that  had 
lb  well  deferved  of  them^  to  have  the  lead  uneafy  thoughts 
about  thofe  matters.'*  But  the  truth  is^  that  it  wa^  out 
of  my  Ldtd*s  power  to  have  fcnred  him  in  this  point,  as 
the  Memorial  was  hot  put  into  his  hands,  till  a  fortnight 
after  the  place  had  been  difpofed  of*.  So  that  it  is  pro- 
bable it  never  was  prfeferrted  to  the  Qucefl.  Aiid  his 
friend  Ford>  to  whom  he  bad  al(b  communicated  his  fu& 

♦  Tn  a  letter  from  ChaHes  Pord>  Ef4;  ttt  Df.  SWift,  July  ioj  \f\^ 
U  the  following  paflaga.  "  I  thought  you  had  heard  th*  Hiftoriogra* 
pher^s  place  had  been  difpofed  of  this  fortnight;  I  kndiv  no  inor# 
of  him  Who  has  it>  than  that  his  name  is  Maddocks  [Madox].** 

N  a  t^icionft 
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picipns  of  Boltngbroke,  vindicates  him  from  tb#  thBrg9 
in  a  letter  written  five  days  after  the  Queen's  deatb^-^ 
where  be  iays,  ^^  I  really  believe  Lord  BoUngbrokc  was 
very  fincere  in  the  profeflions  he  made  of  you,  and  he 
coidd  have  done  any  thing.  No  Minifter  was  ever  in 
that  height  of  favour,  and  Lady  Mafham  was  at  leail  in 
as  much  credit,  as  Ihe  had  been  in  any  time  of  her  life. 
But  thefe  are  melancholy  reflexions." 

There  is  a  paiTage  in  a  letter  from  Swift  to  Pope,  Ja« 
nuary  lO,  1721,  relative  to  this  office,  which  at  firfl 
view  feems  to  contradict  what  he  himfelf  had  faid  about 
it,  as  related  above.  "I  had  indeed  written  ibme  Me- 
morials of  the  Four  laft  Years  <^  the  Queen's  reign,  witb 
fome  other  informations  which  I  received>  as  necefTary 
materials  to  qualify  me  for  doing  fbmething  in  an  em* 
ployment  then  defigned  for  me  ^  bur,  as  it  was  at  the 
difpofal  of  a  perfoo,  who  had  not  the  fmalleft  (hare  of 
fteadinefs  or  fincerity,  I  dijdained  to  accept  it^^  But  this 
apparem  comradldion  may  eafily  be  thus  folved.  Swift 
fcorned  to  accept  the  employment,  as  a  favour,  from  the 
Officer  in  whofe  department  it  was,  for  the  reaibn  he  af- 
figns,  and  would  receive  it  only  from  her  Majefty's  ow» 
appointment,  tO  whom  be  tEiereforeperfoiially  applied  by 
Memorial*. 

*  The  clrcamflancfe  of  tHe  difpofal  of  this  poft  from  Swift,  ha» 
afforded  Lord  Orrery  an  opportunity  of  expofing  his  ignorance^  and 
invidious  difpoiition  to  lower  Swift's  conf«quence  to  the  ocnK>ft.  He 
fays»  *'  He  (Swift)  knew  how  ufeful  he  w%s  to  Adminiftsation  in  geno^ 
ral ;  atid^in  Orie  of  his  letters  he  mentlbnfSj  that  the  place  of  Hiltorio* 
grapher  was  intended  for  hinr«  but  I  am  apt  to  fafped  tha(  he  fiattered' 
himfelf  too  highly/'  Surely  his  tordfhip  muft  have  been  either  fo  ilf 
informed,  as  to  fuppofe  this  polt  to  he  a  vevy  confidfrahJe  on»,  oi^ 
that  Swift  was  without  any  degree  of  credit.  He  fiaiurtd  himfelf  toit 
higUj.  Good  Heaven  !  that  fuch  a  man  as  Swift,  fbould  be  accufed 
of  flattering  himfelf  too  highly,* in  expeding  an  employment,  at^ 
tended  with  much  trouble,  and  without  any  degree  either  of  hopoutf 
or  pro&t ! 

2fhali 
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I  Ihall  take  leave  of  this  period  of  Swift's  lift,  by  ob- 
ferving  that  he  was  thrown  into  the  world  at  a  moft  fortu- 
nate asra  to  gratify  the  ruling  paflions  of  his  heart.  The 
chief  pleafurcs  of  his  life  feem  to  have  arifcn  from  friend-^' 
fliip  contracted  with  men  of  worth  and  talents,  and  the 
fociety  of  perfons  of  wit  and  genius ;  and  never  was  there 
an  asra,  iii  which  he  could  be  fb  amply  indulged  with  re- 
gard to  both.  I  know  there  are  numbers  who  laugh  at 
thofe  who  ipeak  with  admiration  of  paft  times,  and  la« 
ment  the  degeneracy  of  the  prefent,  as  idle  declaimers, 
laudatores  itmporis  affii  with  which  the  world  has  con- 
ftantly  been  furniflied  in  all  nations,  fiom  age  to  age  i 
but  that  in  reality  all  times  have  been  much  aUke.  In 
order  that  a  fair  comparifon  may  be  made  between  the 
period  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  that  which  followed 
to  the  prefent  time,  I  fixall  here  fet  down  a  lift  of  the  ex- 
ttaordioary  men  who  Chen  fiourilbed  together, 

LIST  OF  LiTsaA&Y  Charactbrs* 
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Dryden, 

Swift, 

Addiibn, 
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Lord  Peterborough, 
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Lord  Bolingbroke, 
Lord  Bathurft, 
Lord  Carteret, 
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Lord  Anglefea, 
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Lord  Halifax, 

Sir  William  Wyndham, 

Sir  Thoma;$  Hanmer. 
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Bcfide  many  others  that  ipight  be  mentioned,  pf  jiq 
fmall  note.  When  they  who  ^re  advocates  for  the  above 
opinioHf  (hall  attempt  to  draw  out  a  lift  of  names  in  the 
prefent  times,  to  be  put  in  competition  with  thefe,  they 
will  fgop  be  obliged  to  confcfs  and  retraft  their  error, 

I  '  ' 

SECTION    V, 

From  his  return  to  Ireland  to  hh  Death. 

Immediately  after  the  deceafe  of  the  Qoeen,  Swift 
returned  to  Ireland,  where  he  found  things  in  the  highcft 
ferment:  the  Whigs  ail  in  triumph,  threatening  ven- 
geance on  the  whole  body  of  the  defponding  Tories,  as 
Toon  as  power  fliould  come  into  their  hands.  Howevef 
violent  the  proceedings  of  the  Whigs  in  England  might 
afterwards  be,  their  animofity  againft  the  oppoHte  party 
was  moderate,  in  comparifon  with  the  hatred  which  their 
brethren  of  Ireland  bore  to  the  Tories.  All  the  ftorifs  fa- 
bricated in  EngUnd  by  the  -Whigs,  of  an  intcntipn  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender  by  the  late  Miniftry,  and  which  were  qnly 
calculated  fpr  the  more  violent  of  their  party,  and  the 
vulgar,  were  ypiverfally  aadimplicitly  believed  in  Ireland. 
The  dreadful  m4  detefted  4^ys  of  James  II,  of  which 
there  were  (till  ^  qiany  living,  witnefles  in  that  kingdom, 
find  in  w)»icb  the  whole  body  of  Pcoteflants  fuifered  fo 
fpuch,  came  freib  into  their  tpiods,  and  raifed  the  utmolt 
abhorrence  of  all  who  were  fuppofcd  to  be  abettors  of  fuch 
%  ipcafure.  They  were  uught  to  coafider  the  word  Tory 
artd  Jacobite,  as  fynqnymqqs  tprnoi  \  and  as  Swift  wa^ 
Jcnqwn  to  havp  been  highly  in  the  confidence  of  the  late 
J4i|^iftry,  he  ^as  of  courfc  fuppofcd  to  have  be^n  deeply 
poncernpd  wi|h  them  in  the  plot  of  bringing  in  the  Pre- 
^nder.  •  Being  the  only  one  then  in  Ireland,  aga^nft 
W|ipm  a  charge  could  ^e  giade  of  h^yiqg  an  icrunediat^ 
3  band 
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hmi  m  iuch  4  defign,  he  became  the  chief  objeft  upo^ 
which  the  madncls  of  party  vented  its  rage.  He  was 
con^andy  infuked  with  (^probrious  language  as  he  walk- 
ed the  ftreets^  and  (bme  pf  the  more  violentj  ufed  to  take 
up  dirt  from  the  kennel  to  throw  at  him  as  he  paficd 
along;  infomuch,  chat  he  was  obliged  never  to  go  abroad 
without  fervants  armed  to  proteft  his  pcribn.  Nor  was 
it  from  the  lower  clafs  of  people  only,  that  he  met  with 
filch  inAilts;  but  thofe  of  a  higher  rank,  in  proplortioti 
as  they  were  afhaated  by  the  virulence  of  party,  or  wi(h«- 
^  to  make  a  merit  to  themfdves  with  the  governing 
powers,  took  all  opportunities  of  treating  him  with  the 
utmc^  indignity^  Of  this  I  have  a  ftrong  inftance  now 
before  me,  in  a  Paper  drawn  up  by  Swift  himfelf.  The 
drle  of  it  is,  ^  The  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  Petition  to  the 
Hotife  of  Lords  againft  Lord  Blaney :  and  on  the  infide : 
To  the  Rig^  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, in  Parliament  aiTembled** 

ITie  F&mNd  Petition  «/  Jonathan  Swift,  D.  D. 
and  Dean  of  the  Cathedral  cf  St,  Patrick*!?, 
Dublin. 

Moft  humbly  &ewethj  . 

That  your  Petitioner  is  advifed  by  his  phyGcians,  09 
account  of  his  health,  to  go  often  on  borfcback;  and 
there  being  ho  place,  in  winter,  fo  convenient  for  riding^ 
as  the  ftrand  towards  Howtli,  your  Pefitionep  takes  aH 
^opportuniries  that  his  bufinefs  or  the  weather  will  permit* 
to  take  that  road.  That  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parfiamenty 
in  the  midft  of  winter,  as  your  Petitioner  was  returning 
Yrom  Howth  with  his  two  fervants,  one  before,  and  the 
other  behind  him,  he  was  purfued  by  two  gentlemen  ini 
chaiTe,  drawn  by  two  high  metded  horfes,  in  fo  violent  a 

PI4.         .  mw- 
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inanper,  that  his  ferrant  who  rode  behind  him,  w^s  forced 
IP  give  way,  v^i(h  the  ytmpft  peril  pf  his  life :  where* 
upon  your  {Petitioner  made  what  fpced  he  could,  riding 
f 0  the  right  and  left  above  fifty  yards  to  the  full  cytcni; 
pf  the  faid  rPad.    Bu(  the  two  gentlemen  driving  a  light 
chaife,  draWq  by  fleet  horfes,  and  inteqt  upon  mifchief» 
turned  fafter  than  your  Petitioner,  endeavouring  to  over- 
%hrqvf  hjmj     That  by  great  accident  your  Petitioner  got 
to  the  fide  of  ^  ditch,  where  the  chaife  could  not  Mdj 
purfuej  and  the  two  gentlemen  flopping  their  c^^reer, 
your  Petitioner  mildly  expof^ulated  with  them  2  wherer 
iipoi)  pne  pf  the  gentlemen  faid.  Damn  you,  is  not  the 
road  as  free  for  us,  as  for  you  ?  and  calling  to  his  fervant 
who  rode  behind  him,  fajd,  Tptn  (or  {on\t  fuch  name)  is 
the  piftpl  Ipaden  with  ball  ^  To  which  the  fervant  anfwer^ 
jcd,  yes,  my  Lord,  and  gayp  him  the  piftol    Your  Pe- 
^itioper  pftieii  faid  tp  the  gentleman,  pray.  Sir,  do  not 
(hoot,  for  my  horfe  is  apt  tp  ftart,  by  which  ipy  life  may 
b^  endangered.     Thf5  chaife  went  forward,  and  your  Pe- 
titioner took  the  opportunity  to  ftay  behind.     Your  Pc- 
|itipiier  is  informed,  that  the  ^rfon  who  fpoke  the  words 
f^boyp-mentionec),  is  pf  your  Lordfhip's  hou&,  un^er  the 
itile  and  title  of  Lord  Blaney  |  whom  your  Petitioner  re- 
members tp  haye  introduced  to  Mr.  Secretary  Addilbn, 
\n  the  Earl  of  Wharton's  govprijmcnt,  and  to  have  done 
him  other  gpod  offices  ap  that  time,  becaufe  he  was  repre* 
^nted  as  9  youpg  man  of  fome  hopes,  and  ^  broken  forr 
%Vij\c.    That  the  faid  J^^ord  Blaney,  as  your  Petitioner  is 
informed,  is  now  in  Dublin,  and  fpmetimes  attends  your 
J-ord(hip*s  houfe.     And  your  Petitioner's  health  ftill  re-- 
quiring  that  he  fhovild  ride,  and  beipg  confined  in  winter 
to  go  on  the  fame  ftrand,  he  is  forced  to  enquire  frovn 
f  yc'ry  pne  he  meets,  whether  the  faid  Lord  be  on  the  fam9 
^r^nd;>nd  to  order  his  fcrvants  tp  carry  arms  to  de» 
jfcnd  l)im  againft  thp  lijce,  or  a  worfc  ipfult*  from  the 
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'bid  Lords  for  vhc  confcqucnccs  of  which  your  Peti- 
tioner cannot  anfwer. 

Your  Petitioner  is  informed  by  his  learned  Council, 
that  there  is  no  law  now  in  being,  which  can  juftifjrthc 
faid  Lord,  under  colour  of  his  Peerage,  to  aflault  any 
of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls  on  the  King's  highway^  and 
put  them  in  fear  of  their  lives,  without  provocation, 
which  he  humbly  conceives,  that  by  only  happening  to 
ride  before  the  faid  Lord,  he  could  not  poillbly  give. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  doth  humbly  implore 
your  Lordfhips  in  your  great  prudence  and  juftice,  to 
provide  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  ride  with  fafety  on 
the  faid  ftrand,  or  any  other  of  the  King*s  highways, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  fo  long  as  he  fliall  de- 
mean himfelf  in  a  peaceable  manner,  without  being 
put  into  continual  fears  of  his  life  by  the  force  and  arms 
of  the  faid  Lord  Blaney. 

But  nothing  hurt  Swift  fo  much,  as  the  many  inftan* 
ices  of  ingratitude  he  experienced  in  thofc  who  weyc 
highly  indebted  to  him,  while  he  was  in  power.  It  has 
been  already  Ihewn,  that  he  made  it  a  point  with  the 
Miniftry  in  £ngland,  that  no  man  of  genius  or  merits 
fiiould  be  turned  out  of  employment  on  account  of 
party :  the  fame  maxim  he  extended  to  Ireland,  where 
he  preferved  feveral  in  their  places,  who,  but  for  his  in- 
terpofition,  would  infallibly  have  loft  them.  Of  this 
many  inftances  occur  in  the  courfe  of  his  letters.  la 
one  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Dublin,  written  in  1713, 
when  his  influence  was  at  the  higheft,  he  fays,  ^'  I  have 
fufFprcd  very"  much  for  my  tcndernefs  to  fomc  perfons 
of  that  party,  which  I  ft  ill  preferve  5  it  would  be  cnd- 
lefs  to  recount  to  your  Grace  the  reproaches  that  have 
been  made  me,  on  account  of  your  neighbour."  And 
j»  ?potl>cr,  «♦  I?either  did  I  ever  f^ii  to  intcrpofc  in  any 
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csfyi  Qf  mefk  or  cpmpitiBoci^  by  ivhich  meths  fe^nf 
perfons  in  England,  and  fome  in  this  kmgdoa),  kept 
their  employaients ;  for  I  cannot  r^iiKnnber  my  Lord 
Oxford  ever  rcfufcd  me  a  requeft  of  that  kind/'  He 
therefore  thought  it  extremely  hard,  that  after  fuch  In^ 
itances  of  favour  fliewn  to  numbers  of  that  party,  ht 
fhould  be  particularly  marked  out  as  the  chief  ot^eft 
of  their  refentment :  or,  as  he  himfelf  exprefles  it  in 
the  fame  letter,  ^^  If  my  friendfliip  and  converfatio* 
were  equally  (hewn  among  thofe  who  liked  or  difap- 
proved  the  proceedings  then  at  Court,  and  that  I  was 
known  to  be  a  comnnon  friend  of  all  deferving  perfoos 
of  the  latter  fort,  when  they  were  in  diftrefc  j  1  cannot 
but  think  it  hard,  that  I  am  not  fuffered  to  run  quietly 
anfjong  the  herd  of  people,  whqfe  opinions  unforto- 
natcly  differ  from  thofe  which  lead  to  favour  and  pre- 
ferment." But  Swift,  by  his  great  abilities  exerted  in 
the  caufe  of  the  late  Miniftry,  had  rendered  himfelf  {o 
obnoxious  to  the  new  men  in  power,  that  even  to  be  of 
his  acquaintance,  would,  in  thofe  days,  have  been  a 
fure  bar  to  promotion.  Of  this,  there  is  a  fingular  in;* 
fiance  communicated  to  me  among  other  anecdotes  tat* 
ken  down  at  that  time  by  a  friend  of  the  Dean's*  Swift, 
in  the  height  of  party  ferment,  bavirtg  fome  occafido 
to  apply  to  Sir  Thomas  Southwell,  who  was  one  of  th;^ 
CommiOioners  of  the  Revenue,  and  with  whom  he  had 
lived  on  the  footing  of  the  greateft  intimacy,  was 
much  fhockcd  by  an  anfwer  he  made  him:  */  I'll  lay 
you  ^  groat  (a  ufual  cant  exprellton  of  Sir  Thomas'^} 
Mr.  Dean,  I  don't  know  you/"  Some  years  after, 
vfhen  the  fpirit  of  party  was  a  gOod  deal  abated,  Silr 
Thomas,  who  was  then  Lord  Southwell,  riding  on  the 
(Irand,  and  obfervijig  the  Dean  on  horfeback  a  little  bo- 
fore  him,  lamented  to  one  of  his  company  the  ill  effc6fcs 
pf  party  i  among  which  he  reckoned  d>e  lofs  of  that 
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vorjthy  man's  acquaiotanccj  meaning  the  Dean :  but 
ril  try,  faid  he,  to  recover  it.  When  he  overtook  diQ 
Dean,  he  aflced  him  how  he  did.  I'll  lay  you  a  groa^ 
my  ll^ord,  fays  Swift,  I  don't  know  you. 

In  fuch  a  fituatlon  of  affairs,  Swif(  chofe  the  mo(l 
prudent  part,  that  of  retiring  wholly  from  the  wqrld, 
and  employing  himfclf  chiefly  in  the  care  of  his  Dean- 
cry,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Clergyman,  and 
nrraqging  his  domeftic  affairs,  without  once  cafting  his 
eye  towards  the  public.  In  a  letter  to  pope,  dated  Ja« 
nuary  10,  172 1,  he  gives  this  account  of  himfelf.  **  In 
a  few  weeks  after  the  lofs  of  that  excellent  Princefs,  I 
cam6  to  my  ftationhere,  where  I  have  continued  ever 
fincc  in  the  greateft  privacy,  ^nd  utter  ignorance  of 
thofe  events  which  are  moft  commonly  talked  of  in  the 
^rorld,  I  neither  kiiow  the  names  nor  number  of  the 
family  wliich  now  reigneth,  farther  than  the  Prayer- 
l^ook  inforoieth  mc.  I  cannot  tell  who  is  Chancellor, 
who  are  Secretaries,  nor  with  what  nations  we  are  in 
peace  or  war.  And  this  manner  of  life  was  not  taken 
up  out  of  s^ny  fort  of  affedation,  but  merely  to  avoid 
il^iving  offence,  and  for  fear  of  provoking  party -zeal  ♦.'' 

Butv 

,  ^  The  following  anecdote  t$dcen  down  at  the  time  by  the  fame  gen- 
tleman who  communicated  the  fbrmler  to  me,  will  Ihew  bow  cautioua 
Swifc  was  in  his  behaviour  at  that*junduref  for  Icar  of  provoking 
party-zeal«  and  at  the  fame  time  aiFord  an  inftance  of  his  peculiar 
vein  of  humour.  Among  other  tyrannical  a£ls  of  the  Whigs,  in 
the  firft  Parliament  of  George  I.  fuch  Members  of  the  Houd  of 
pommons  as  had  voted  for  an  Addrefs  in  favour  of  Sir  ConHantine 
Phipps»  were  ordered  to  beg  pardon  of  the  Houfe,  This  order  was 
generally  complied  with.  Three  who  refufed  were  taken  into  cuftody 
of  the  Seijeant  at  Arms :  Sir  Pierce  Sutler,  Mr.  Matthew  Forde,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Cope.  Swift,  vifiting  Cope  one  day,  found  Povey  the  Ser-' 
jeant  at  Arms,  who  was  a  perfe£l  ilranger  to  Swift's  perfon,  fitting  with 
lim.  After  ibme  converfation.  Swift  afked  Cope  whether  he  did  not 
Intend  to  go  out  that  morning,  as  it  was  a  fine  day.    Cope  faid  he 
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But  though  in  this  Swift  aftcd  the  part  of  a  philofophcr, 
yet  no  one  could  feel  more  for  the  diftrcflcrs  of  his  for- 
mer friendsj  and  the  uhcomfortablenefs  of  his  own  (itu* 
ation.  In  a  letter  to  Pope,  June  28,  1715,  he  fays,* 
^*  You  know  how  well  I  loved  both  Lord  Oxford,  and 
BoKngbroke,  and  how  dear  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to 
me :  and  do  you  imagine  I  can  be  eafy  while  their  ene- 
mies are  endeavouring  to  take  off  their  heads  ?  /  nunc^ 
Csf  verfus  tecum  medicare  canoros.  Do  you  imagine  I  can 
be  eafy,  when  I  think  on  the  probable  confequences  of 
thcfe  proceedings,  perhaps  upon  the  very  peace  of  the 
r*a(tion,  but  certainly  of  the  minds  of  fo  'many  hundred 
thoufand  good  fubjefts  ?  "  And  in  one  to  Mr.  Gay,  he 
fays,  "  1  was  three  years  reconciling  myfclf  tp  the 
fccn/c,  and  the  bufincfs,  to  which  fortune  bath  con- 
demned me,  and  ftupidity  was  that  I  had'recourfe  to/' 
In  another  to  the  fame,  he  gives  this  accotint  of  him- 
fclf.  "  I  would  defcribc  to  you  my  way  or  living,  if 
any  method  could  be  called  fo  in  this  country.  I  choofe 
my  companions  among  thofe  of  leafl:  confequcnce,  and 
fnoft  compliance ;  I  read  the  molt  trifling  books  I  can 
find,  and  when  I  write,  it  is  upon  the  moft  trifling 
fubje^ls :    but  riding,  walking,  and  fleeping,  take  up 

couM  not  flir  out*  he  was  confined.  .Swift  afked,  had  he  taken  phyficf 
Cope  faid,  no«  but  that  he  was  confinad  by  thp  Parliament,  and  was 
then  in  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  SwiA,  with  an  air  of 
perfed  ignorance,  and  firoplicity,  enquired  the  ineai^ing  of  that,  as 
if  he  had  never  heard  of  a  Serjo^nt  at  Arms,  or  of  any  fuch  power 
in  the  Parliament;  and  foon  after  took  his  leave.  When  he  was 
gone,  Povey  {aid  it  would  be  well  for  the  Church  and  the  kingdom^ 
if  the  Clergy  minded  ftate  affairs  as  little  as  that  honeft  gentleman* 
who  he  durft  fay,  was  a  good  parifli  Miniller,  refiding  at  his  living* 
and  minding  his  own  iffairs,  without  troubling  his  head  about  thofe 
of  the  public.  Pray  what  is  his  name  ?  Swift.  Is  he  any  relation  of 
^he  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's?  The  very  roan,  (ays  Cope.  The  very 
man !  replied  Povey;  dfimn  hiin*  he  has  bit  me,  and|eft  therqom  ii( 
Jbme  cpnfafion,  '.      ■     '  '        " 
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eighteen-  of  the  twenty- four  hours.  I  procraftinate 
more  than  I  did  twenty  years  ago»  and  have  feveral 
things  to  finifh,  which  I  put  ofF  to  twenty  years  hence.'" 
In  this  manner  did  he  pafs  fcven  years  of  his  life  from 
his  arrival  in  Ireland^  Httle  known  there  as  an  author^ 
except  on  account  of  his  political  writings,  which,  in 
that  change  of  times  rendered  him  an  object  of  gene- 
ral  detcftation.  There-  had  been  then  no  coUcftioa 
made  of  his  Works>  and  his  detradlors  in  England  had 
robbed  him  of  the  merit  of  his  principal  work^  The 
Tale  of  the  Tub,  by  denying  him  to  be  the  author. 
Many  calumpies  were  induftrioufly  propagated  againfl: 
him,  taken  from  the  writings  of  the  hirelings  on  the 
Whig  fide,  whereof  the  number  was  fo  great,  that 
Swift  in  one  place  fays,  that  there  were  upwar(is  of  a 
thoufand  Papers  and  Pamphlets  publiftied  againft  him 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years.  But,  wrapped  in  the  con- 
icioufnefs  of  his  integrity,  he  had  the  fortitude  to  treat 
all  this  with  filent  contempt.  To  counterbalance  the 
ill-treatment  he  met  with  from  the  public,  he,  by  de~ 
grces,  contraftcd  an  intimacy  with  a  feleft  few,  who 
had  tafte  to  relifh  the  author,  and  virtue  to  admire  the 
man  *.    He  had  alfo  the  fupreme  fatisfadioa  of  con- 

ftantly 

•  In  a  paflage  above  quoted  from  his  letter  to  Gay,  where  he 
&ys,  "  I  choofe  my  companions  anong  thofe  of  lead  confequence^ 
and  moft  compliance."  We  are  to  under^nd  only  fuch  humble 
friends  as  were  always  at  his  devotion>  to  be  let  in,  or  fent  away 
without  ceremony,  according  as  he  was  in  the  humour.  It  was  pro* 
bably  this  pafTage  which  furnifhed  Lord  Orrery  with  an  occafion  of 
txerciiing  his  ufual  difpoiition  to  depreciate  the  Dean  as  mnch  as  pof- 
fible,  in-  the  following  paragraphs.  "  After  the  great  names,  which 
i  have  jitft  now  mentioned,  it  is  matter  of  aflonlflunent  to  find  the 
fame  pcrfon^  who  had  enjoyed  the  highall  and  the  bed  converfation, 
equally  delighted  with  the  lowed  and  the  worft ;  and  yet  it  U  certain,, 
from  Swift*s  fettlement  in  Dublin  as  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  his  choice 
#f  companions  in  general^  ihewod  him  of  a  very  depraved  i^flc," 
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ftantljr  enjoying  the  focicty  of  the  artiiablc  arid  accom* 
plifticd  Stella,  whofc  convcrfation,  by  his  own  account, 

was 

"*  From  tht  year  i7i4,.tiU  lie  appeared  in  die  year  172O9  a  cham^ 
pion  for  Ireland  againft  Wood's  half-pence,  his  fpirit  of  politicks  and 
of  patriotifm  was  kept  almoft  clofely  confined  within  his  own  breail« 
Idleneis  and  trifles  engroiTed  too  many  of  his  hours  :  fools  and  fyco* 
phantstoo  much  of  ht«  converfatton/' 

His  anfwerer.  Dr.  Delany,  fired  with  indignation  at  this  falft 
charge,  replies  to  him  in  the  following  manner: 

^'  My  Lord,  yoo  hare  been  fo  grofsly  abufed,  in  the  accounts  which 
dilated  thofe  two  paragraphs  to  you,  that  I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  feC 
you  right. 

**  The  meaneft  man  I  ever  heard  of  his  converfing  with  during 
tliat  period,  was  Mr.  Worrall,  a  Clergyman,  a  Mafter  of  Arts,  a 
Reader  and  Vicar  of  his  Cathedral,  and  a  Mafter  of  the  Song.  Htf 
was  nearly  of  his  own  ftanding  in  the  College ;  a  good  walker,  a  man 
of  fenfe,  and  a  great  deal  of  humour.  Mr.  Worrall's  filiation  in  ths 
Church,  naturally  engaged  his  attendance  upon  the  Dean,  ever/ 
time  he  went  thither  :  and  their  walks  naturally  ended  either  in  th4 
Dean's  dining  with  him,  or  he  with  the  Dean.  But  as  the  Dean  was 
a  fingle  man,  the  former  happened  more  frequently :  and  this  in* 
terconrfe  at  laft  ended  in  the  Dean's  dining  with  him,  as  often  as 
hepleafed,  at  a  certain  rate,  and  inviting  as  many  friends  as  h«( 
pleafed  upon  the  fame  terms." 

The  Doftor  then  proceeds  to  relate  his  intimacy  with  the  Graftansi 
a  numerous  race  of  brothers,  all  in  afilaent  or  eafy  circumflancesy  a 
fet  of  men  as  generally  acquainted,  and  as  much  beloved,  as  any  on# 
family  in  the  nation.  After  a  particular  defcription  of  each  of  thefe^ 
ke  proceeds  thus :  '<  Thefe,  my  Lord,  were  men  of  open  hearts,  and 
firee  fpirits :  who  as  little  deferved,  and  as  much  difdained  the  cha- 
rafter  and  cflice  of  fycophants,  as  any  Nobleman  of  your's,  or  any 
nation.  And  yet  thefe,  with  their  allies,  the  Jacklbns*  ^c^  genteel^ 
agreeable,  and  well  bred  men  and  women,  were  the  companions  of 
many  of  Swift's  eaficft  and  happieft  hours :  fuch  companions,  as  nd 
wife  man  ever  wanted,  or  at  lead  would  want,  if  he  could  help  it ; 
any  more  than  he  would  his  night-gown,  his  couchi  or  his  eafy  chair.'* 

'•  Whether  the  Grattans  led  Swift,  or  he  them,  into  the  acquaint-* 
ance  of  their  friends,  George  Rochfort,  and  Peter  Ludlow,  I  cannot 
fay.  But  this  I  know,  that  he  lived  much  with  thofe  gentlemen,  and 
cultivated  dieir  friendfhip  with  a  very  diflinguiflied  afiedion,  and 
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was  the  mbft  engaging  of  any  he  had  cvct  met  vrith,  ci- 
cbcr  in  man  or  woman.  And  he  found  in  Dr.  Sheri- 
dan, that  beft  cordial  of  life,  a  bofom  frknd,  to  whonr 
he  could  open  hin^felf  without  reftraint,  m  aH  htmrours, 
and  who  was  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  Bagatelle,  of 
which  Swift  at  that  time  profeffcd  himfelf  {q  fond,  as 
the  only  means  of  keeping^up  his  ipirits  in  the  gloom 
that  furrounded  bim.  He  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing 
often  from  his  former  friends,  wliofe  letters  breathed  the* 
iame  cordial  affeftion,  and  high  efteem  which ^they  al- 
ways profefied  for  hhn.  Among  this  number  were  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  Lord  Hartey,  Mr.  Addifon,  Dr.  Arbuth- 
aoc.  Prior,  Pope,  Lewis,  &c.  the  Duchefs  of  Ormond, 
and  Lady  Bolingbroke.  In  the  year  17 15^  when  Lord 
Oxfwd  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  Swift  wrote  pref- 

clleem :  and  it  is  certain,  that  they  well  deferred  the  htgheft  regani 
and  diftindion  he  could  pay  them. 

^ahs  anirn^  neqtu  candidiores  itrra  tuiit^ 

Nee  queit  te  magis  optajfes  amtcum, 

buch  fouls  \  *more  candid  never  earth  produced. 

Nor  whom  you  could  more  wifely  wilh  your  friends. 

•'  They  were  men  of  fortune,   fcholars,  men  of  parts,  men  of 

humour,  men  of  wit,  and  men  of  virtue     Greater  companions  Swift 

might  have  coaverfed  with,  but  better  he  neither  did,  nor  could.^^ 

Let  me  ad4  to  thefe  another  gentleman,  for  whom  the  Dean  had  a 

particular  eHeem,  Matthew  Forde,   a  man  of  family,  and  fortune; 

a  fine  gentleman,  and  the  beil  lay-fcholar  of  his  time,  and  nation/* 

*  Thefc,  with  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  Dr.  Walmfley,  Dr.  Hel- 

\  Aam,  Dr.  Delany,  Mr.  Stopford  (now  Bifhop  of  Cloyne)  and  Dr. 

t  ^heridan,  among  tha  men :   and  Lady  £ulU<^e,  Mrs.  Moore,  Lad)^ 

F  Betty  Rochforc,  and  Mrs.  Ludlow,  Ladies  fuiEciently  diltinguilhed, 

T  of  the  other  fex  ;   were,  with  Stella,  and  her  friends,  Swift's  princi- 

|)al  acquuntance  and  companions,  during  the  period  you  mention,  anct 

treat  as  the  xra  of  his  infamy. 

«  *<  I  might  mentioft  ibme  others  of  very  diftinguiflied  charadlers,  who 
;  SBade  up,  I  will  not  fay,  that  admired,  but  1  c«n  fay  with  truth,  that 

.  envied  fociety,  jn  which  Swift  pafTed  his  life  at  that  period*     But,  I 

I  kepe  r  have  already  (aid  fuf&cient  to  fet  you-  right." 

;         •        •  finely 
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fingly  to  bim  that  he  might  be  permitted' to  attend  him 
there.  His  letter  begins  thus.  "  My  Lord,  it  may 
look  like  an  idle  or  officious  thing  in  me,  to  give  your 
Lordihip  any  interruption  under  your  prefent  circum- 
ftances :  yet  I  could  never  forgive  myfelf,  if,  after  having 
been  treated  for  fevcral  years  with  the  greateil  kindnefs 
:uid  diilinftion,  by  a  perfon  of  your  Lord(hip*s  virtue» 
I  (hould  omit  making  you  at  this  time  the  humbleft  of« 
fers  of  my  poor  fcrvice  and  attendance.  It  is  the  firft 
time  I  ever  folllciced  you  in  my  own  behalf;  and  if  I 
am  refufed,  it  will  be  the  firft  requeft  you  ever  refufed 
me.'*  But  Lord  Oxford,  however  defirous  he  might  be 
of  the  prefencc  of  fuch  a  friend,  whofe  converfation 
might  contribute  more  than  any  thing  in  the  world  to 
(often  the  rigour  of  confinement,  was  too  generous  to 
put  him  to  fuch  an  inconvenience  on  that  account.  Yet 
immediately  on  his  releafe  from  the  Tower,  he  expref- 
fed  his  defire  of  feeing  him  in  England,  if  it  might  be 
confident  with  his  affairs ;  in  a  letter  full  of  the  warmed 
expreOions  of  friendlhip  and  affcdtion. 

Auguft  6,  17 17. 
•*  Two  years  retreat  has  made  me  tafte  the  converfa- 
tion of  my  deareft  friend,  with  a  greater  reliih  than 
ever,  at  the  time  of  my  being  charmed  with  it  in  our 
frequent  journies  to  Windfor.  My  heart  is  often  with 
you,  but  I  delayed  writing  in  expcftation  of  giving  a 
perfedt  anfwer  about  my  going  to  Brampton  3  but  the 
truth  is,  the  warmth  of  rejoicing  in  thofe  parts,  is  fo 
far  from  abating,  that  I  am  pcrfuadcd  by  my  friends  to 
go  into  Cambridgefhire,  where  you  are  too  juft  not  to 
believe  you  will  be  welcome  before  any  one  in  the 
world.  The  longing  your  friends  have  to  fee  you  muft 
be  fubmittcd  to  the  judgment  yourfclf  makes  of  all 
circumftances.    At  prefent  this  fecms  to  b^  a  cooler 
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tUmatCi  than  your  ifland  is  like  to  be  wheii  tlicy  af^ 
femble,  i^c.  Our  impatience  to  fee  you,  fhould  not 
draw  you  into  uncafincfs.  We  long  to  embrace  you, 
if  you  find  it  may  be  of  no  inconvenience  10  yourfclf* 

QXFQHO." 

lx)rd  Boiingbroke's  letters  during  his  exile,  are  not 
inferior  to  Lord  Oxford's  in  expreifions  of  the  highcft 
regard  and  friendfliip.  In  that  of  06lober  13,  1716, 
are  the  following  paffages*  "  It  is  a  very  great  truth, 
that  ai;pong  all  the  lofles  which  I  have  fuftained,  non0 
affefted  me  more  fenfiblvj  than  that  of  your  company 
and  correfpondence  5  and  yet,  even  now,  I  Ihbuld  not 
venture  to  write  to  you,  did  not  you  provoke  me  to  it. 
Your  letter  breathes  the  fame  fpirit,  as  your  convcrfa- 
tion  at  all  times  infpired,  even  when  the  occafions  of 
praftifing  the  fcvereft  rules  of  virtuous  fortitude  feeme^ 
mod  remote.  Adieu,  dear  friend  j  may  the  kindeft 
influence  of  Heaven  be  (hcd  upon  you^  Whether  we 
may  ever  meet  again,  that  Heaven  only  kngwsl  if  we 
do,  what  millions  of  things  Ihall  we  have  to  talk  over  I 
In  the  mean  while,  believe  that  nothing  fits  fo  near  mjT 
heart,  as  my  country,  and  my  friends,  and  that  among 
thefe  you  ever  had^  and  ever  (hall  have,  a  principal 
place."    . 

In  another  letter  he  fays,  '*  I  know  not  whether  the 
love  of  fame  increafes  as  we  advance  in  age  i  fure  I  amj 
that  the  force  of  friendfliip  does.  I  loved  you  almoft 
twenty  years  ago ;  I  thought  of  you  as  well  aft  I  do 
now  i  better  was  beyond  the  power  of  conception  3  or, 
to  avoid  an  equivoque,  beyond  the  extent  of  my  ideas.'* 

In  the  year  1717,  Swift  received  a  letter  from  Lewisj 
giving  him  an  account  of  the  diftrcft  fituation  of  Frior'a 
affairs,  and  of  a  defign  fet  on  foot  by  his  friends  to  pu-> 
t>lilh  his  Works  by  fubfcription,  in  order  to  his  relief* 

O  X  Tbil 
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This  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  exerting  that  zealv 
for  which  he  was  fo  renrrarkabk,  whenever  the  caufc  of 
his  friend,  or  diftreft  merit,  called  upon  him.  Upon 
this  occafion  he  made  ufe  rf  all  his  influence  ta  fo  good 
purpofe,  that  in  a  few  months  he  feirt  him  fuch  a  large 
lift  of  fubfcribers>  that  Prior  was  aftoniihrd  at  it.  His 
earneftnefs  to  ferve  him,  and  to  give  him  accounts  of 
his  fuccefs  in  his  folKcitations^  appears  from  the  quick 
fucceflron  of  letters  fent  by  him  on  the  occafion.  Prior, 
in  anfwer  to  thefc,  begins  his  letter  of  July  30,  1717* 
thus,  **  I  have  the  favour  of  four  tetters  from  you,  of 
the  9th,  13th,  16th,  and'20th  inftanti**'  and  he  con- 
<iludes  his  letter  thus :  **  Pray  give  my  fervice  to  all 
friends  rn  general.  I  think,  as  you  ha;ve  ordered  the 
matter,  you  have  made  the  greater  part  of  Ireland  lift 
ifhemfelves  under  that  number.  I  do  not  kncxw  how  you 
can  recompenfe  them,  but  by  cominjg;  over  to  help  me 
to  correft  the  book  which  I  promifed  them.** 

What  an  inftance  is  here  of  the  viciflitudcs  in  human 
affairs,  when  a  man  who  had  been  Ambaflador  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  France,  (hould,  in  the  Ipace 
of  a  few  years,  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  forry  expedient  (as 
Swift  terms  it)  to  keep  him  abov^  want ! 

During  this  period.  Swift's  pen  fecms  to  have  beet* 
thrown  afide,  or  employed  only  in  trifles,  except  twa 
Tradls  drawn  up  by  him  foon  after  his  fettlement  iiv 
Ireland  r  the  one,  intitled  **  Memoirs  relating  to  that 
Change  which  happened  in  the  Queen's  Miniftry  in  the 
year  1710,  Written  in  Oftober  1714.**  The  other, 
^  An  Enquiry  into  the  Behaviour  of  the  Queen's  laft 
Miniftry,'  with  relation  to  their  quarrels  amang  them- 
fclves,  and  the  defign  charged  upon  them  of  altering 
the  fucceffion  of  the  Crown/*^  His  view  in  thefe  was^ 
to  lay  open  all  the  fprings  which  moved  the  political 
machine  during  that  period  y  and  to  exonerate  the  Mi-^ 
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hiftrjr  frdni  that  heavy  charge^  fo  loudly  and!  gcncrdlly 
rnadc  againft  them,  of  a  dcfign  td  bring  in  the  Pre- 
tender. As  he  wa^  a  man  more  in  the  confidence  of 
that  iv;iniftry,  than  any  othfcrln  the  ivorld  j  of  a  faga^ 
city  not  fcafity  to  be  dilpcd ;  a  finccrity  incapable  of  be- 
ing biaflVd,  and  of  moft  undoubted  vcrafcity  j  there  was 
no  one  living  fo  capable  of  executing  fuch  a  tafk.  Ahd 
when  we  examine  the  ftrength  of  argument  with  which 
he  has  fupported  his  pofitions ;  when  we  reflcdk  that 
thefc  Trads  were  drawn  up  without  any  vicW  of  their 
being  publiftied  *till  after  his  deaths  and  therefore  could 
dnfwcr  no  private  end,  the  impartial  world  will  necefla* 
rily  be  of  his  fide.  Confident  aflfertions,  andloud  cla- 
mours  of  a  party,  unfupported  by  any  proofs,  though 
fought  for  with  all  the  diligence  of  perfeverihg  malice 
and  revenge  J  however  they  rhay  fpread  for  a  time 
through  the  fpirit  of  faftion^  will  never  prevail  with  an 
unprejudiced  pofteriry,  againft  conclufive  argiimentSi 
Supported  by  eftablillied  fafts.  To  enlighten  poftcrity 
with  regard  to  thofe  points^  for  he  had  no  hopes  of  the 
prefent  age,  was  Swift's  motive  for  leaving  thofe  pieces 
behind  him,  and  no  doubt  his  end  will  be  anfwered. 

During  almoft  fix  years  after  his  return  to  Ireland^ 
Swift  kept  his  refolution  of  not  meddling  at  all  with 
public  affairs.  He  faw^with  indignation  the  cruel  op- 
preffion  under  which  his  country  laboured,  and  with 
the  deepeft  concern^  the  mifei-ablc  ftate  to  which  it  was 
Ireduced.  But  as  he  knew  that  all  efforts  to  ftem  the 
horrent,  during  the  violence  of  party^  would  be  fruit- 
lefs>  he  prudently  waited  'till  it  had  fpent  its  force.  In 
the  year  1720,  when  the  ferment  feemed  to  have  fub* 
fidcd,  he  publilbed  his  firft  Political  Traft  relative  to 
Ireland,  intitled,  A  Propo/al  for  the  univerfaf  U/e  of  Irtjh 
Ma7JufaSures.'  In  which  he  cautioufly  avoids  touching 
upon  party  matters,  and  points  out  to  the  people  of 
#  O  a  .        Ireland^ 
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Ireland,  Chat  a  great  part  of  their  poverty  and  criftrefi* 
was  owing  to  their  own  foWy,  and  that  the  remedy  was^ 
in  their  own  hands.  Of  this  Pamphlet,  and  the  con« 
fcquences  produced  from  it,  he  has  give»  the  foUow- 
itig  account  in  a  letter  to  Pope.  **  I  have  written  in 
this  kingdom,  a  dHcourfe  to  perfu^ade  the  wretched 
people  to  wear  their  own  manufa^wes,  inftead  of  thoie 
from*  England  :  this  Trcatife  loon  fpread  veiy  faft,  be- 
ing agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  nation, 
except  of  thofc  gentlemen  who  had  employments,  or 
were  expeAants,  Upon  which  a  perfon  in  great  office 
here,  innrmcdfately  took  the  ahrm  j  he  fent  in  hafte  for 
the  Chief  Juftice,  and  informed  him  of  a  fcditious,  fac- 
tious, and  virulent  Pamphlet,  lately  publilbed  with  a 
defign  of  fetting  the  two  kingdoms  at  variance ;  diredl- 
ing  at  the  fanvc  time,  that  the  printer  fliouW  be  profc- 
euted  with  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  kw.  The  Chief. 
Juftice  has  fo  quick  an  underftanding,  that  he  refolved,. 
if  poflible,  to  out-do  his  orders.  The  Grand  Juries  of 
the  county  and  city  were  effeftually  pradiced  with,  to 
prefent  the  faid  Pamphlet  with  all  aggravating  epi- 
thets, for  which  they  had  thanks  fcnt  them  from  Eng- 
knd,  and  their  prefentments  publifiied,  for  feveral 
weeks,  in  all  the  News-papers-— The  printer  was  feiv 
zed,  and  forced  to  give  great  bail.  After  his  trial,  the 
Jury  brought  him  in  Not  Guilty,  although  they  had 
been  culled  with  the  utmoft  induftry  :  the  Chief  Juftice 
•  fent  them  back  nine  times,  and  kept  them  eleven hourss» 
until  being  perfeftly  tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leave 
the  matter  to  the 'mercy  of  the  Judge,,  by  what  they 
call,  a  Special  VerdiSi.  During  the  trial,  the  Chief 
Juftice,  among  other  frngularities,  laid  his  hand  on  his 
breaft,  and  protcftcd  folcmnly,  that  the  Author's  de- 
fign was  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  although  there  was 
not  a  Angle  fyllable  of  party  in  the  whole  Treatife;.  and 
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;idthoiigh  it  was  known  that  the  mofl:  eminent  of  thofe 
who  profcflcd  his  own  principles,  publickly  difallowed 
his  proceedings.  Bat  the  canfe  bdng  fo  very  odious 
■and  unpopular,  the  trial  of  the  verdift  was  deferred 
from  one  term  to  another,  until  upon  the  Duke  o€ 
Grafton's,  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  arrival,  his  Grace, 
^cer  mature  advice,  and  pernfYiffion  &om  England,  was 
pleafed  to  grant  a  NoR  frofequiT* 
'  From  this  experinnent  Swift  learned  fliat  tTie  embers 
of  party,  however  concealed  tinder  afhes,  might  be  re- 
vived with  the  leaft  breath,  and  blown  into  a  blaze. 
He  therefore  withdrew  into  his  former  rethrment,  after 
having  taken  ample  vengeance  on  the  Chief  Jufttcc^ 
by  expofing  him  in  the  moft  odious  colours,  and  ren- 
tdcring  him  an  objeft  of  general  deteftation.  But  what- 
•cver  efforts  he  ufed  to  fubduc  his  indignation  at  the 
cruel  ads  of  oppreffion  and  injufticc  under  which  his 
<:ountry  laboured,  by  confining  it  within  his  own  breafl:^ 
j^ct  his  heart  was  conftantly  corroded  with  the  fcenes 
of  mifefy  which  furrounded  him ;  and  his  patriotic  fpi- 
dt,  thus  confined,  proved  only  as  an  evil  one  to  tor- 
ment him.  Of  the  efii6k  which  this  had  on  his  tcm* 
per,  we  have  many  inftanccs  in  his  letters.  Dr.  Delany 
mentions  a  rems^fkable  one,  who  calling  on  him  one 
day,  wben^apon  Ifomeoccafion  he  feemcd  in  an  uncom- 
mon ftatc  of  irritation,  being  alked  by  Swift,  "  Whe^ 
f  her  the  corruptions  and  viilaini«  of  men  in  power,  did 
not  eat  his  flefli,  and  exkauft  His  Spirits?'*  Anfwered, 
**  that  in  truth  they  did  not:"  he  then  afked  in  a  fury 
why — why — ^**  how  can  you  help  it  I  how  can  you  avoid 
it  ?"  Delany  calmly  repUed,  **  becaufc  I  am  commanded 
to  the  contrary"— Fr^/  not  thyjtlf  hecauje  of  the  ungodly. 

As  no  work  of  his  has  appeared  written  during  the 
Ipace  of  near  four  years  after  his  publifhing  the  above- 
mentioned  Pamphlet^  it  is  highly  probable  that  his  lei-* 
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fure  hours  were  wholly  employed  in  writing  GqlHver'4. 
Travel^.     In  which  general  fatyr  on  the  vices,  follic^ 
l^nd  at>rurditie3  pf  orankindj  he  g^ye  vent  to  that  fpleen, 
which  was  in  a  continual  ilate  of  irritation  front  (he  obr 
jefts  that  furrqunded  him. 

In  the  ypar  1724*  an  opportunity  offered,  which  hp 
pagerly  embraced,  of  difperfing  thpfe  clouds,  behind 
which  he  had  fo  long  been  concealed,  and  of  blazing 
forth  in  Ijighcr  luftrc  than  ever.  At  that  tirpe  a  projeft 
was  fet  on  foot  by  one  William  Wood,  an  obfcurc  man, 
which,  had  it.fucceeded,  would  h^e  ended  in  the  tOr 
fal,  and  perhaps  irretrievable  ruin  of  Ireland.  A  pa-r 
tent  was  granted  to  this  man,  in  a  moit  extraordinary 
manner,  for  coining  half-pence  for  the  qfe  pf  Irelandj^ 
without  confulting  any  mortal  of  that  kingdom,  of' 
even  giving  any  previous  notice  of  it  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. Juftly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  thi<!,  and  fired  >yith  refentment  at  the 
indignity  with  which  they  were  treated,  thp  Parliament, 
Privy-Council,  Grand  Juries,  and  numerous  bodies  of 
the  inhabitants  throughout  the  kingdorn,  fent  over 
ftrpng  remonftrances  againft  this  proceeding,  but  all 
p  no  purpofc.  The  Britilh  Minifter,  who  had  his  own 
yiews  in  prompting  this  favourite  projeft,  determined 
to  fupport  the  Patent  5  and  being  then  poffefled  of  the 
fame  plenitude  of  power,  with  all  the  infolence  of  a 
Turkilh  Vizier,  was  deaf  to  the  remonftrances  of  tho 
nation^  4nd  refolyed  to  cram  the  halfrpence  down  theif 
throats.  Though  to  be  mafter  of  the  fubjed,  it  will 
Jdc  neceflary  to  read  all  that  Swift  has  written  upon  it^ 
yet  it  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
fhe  cafe,  in  an  extraft  from  a  moft  maftcrly  addrefs  tq 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  drawn  up  by  him  on  the  oc- 
cafion.  y  There  is  one  particu^r,  which  althpugh  I 
have  mentioned  more  than  once  in  fomc  of  my  former 
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papers^  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  repeat,  and  a  little  en- 
large upon  it ;  becaufe  I.  do  not  remember  to  hav^  read 
or  heard  of  the  like>  in  the  hiftory  of  any  age  or  coun- 
try i  neither  do  I  ever  refled  upoii  k  without  the  utmoU; 
aftonifkment. 

"  After  the  unanimous  addrefles  to  his  facred  Majefty 
^gainft  this  Patent  of  Wood, .  from  both  Houfcs  of  Par- 
liament s.  and  likewife  an  addrefs  from  che  Privy -Coun- 
cil^ to  whom,  under  the  chief  governors  the  whole  ad- 
miniftration  is  intruiledj  the  matter  is  referred  to  ^ 
Committee  of  Council  in  London.  Wood  ahd  his  ad- 
herents are  heard  on  one  fide,  and  a  few  volujiteers, 
without  any  truft  or  diredion  from  hence.  The  que- 
ftion,  as  I  remember,  chiefly  turned  upon  the  wane  of 
half-pence  in  Ireland:  witgeiTes  are  called  on  behalf  of 
Wood,  of  what  credit  I  have  formerly  (hewn :  upoi| 
the  ifiue  the  Patent  is  found  good  and  legal  $  all  hii 
Majefty's  officers  hei'e^  not  excepting  the  miUfaty,  com* 
manded  to  be  aiding  and  aflfiftingto  make  it  effe&ual; 
the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  of  the  Privy- 
Council,  and  of  the  city  of  Dublin ;  the  declarations  of 
moft  counties  and  corporations  through  the  kingdom, 
are  all  together  laid  afide,  as  of  no  weight,  confequence^ 
or  coniideration  whatfoever,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland  nonfuited  in  default  of  appearance ;  as  if  it  were 
a  private  Caufe  between  John  Dce^  plaintiff,  and  Rkb^ 
4iTd  Rowe^  defendant. 

**  With  great  rcfpcfl' to  thofe  honourable  perfons,  the 
Committee  of  Council  in  London,  I  have  not  under^ 
ftood  them  to  be  our  Governors,  Counfcllors,  or  Judges. 
Neither  did  our  cafe  turn  at  all  upon  the  queftion, 
whether  Ireland  wanted  halfpence:  for  there  is  no 
doubt  but  we  do  want  both  halfpence,  gold,  and  fil- 
yer ;  and  we  have  numberlefs  other  wants,  and  fomc 
th^jt  we  are  not  fo  much  as  allowed  to  uame,  although 
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they  are  peculiar  to  this  nation ;  to  which^  no  other  (t 
fijbjeft,  whom  God  hath  bleflTed  with  religion  and  laws^ 
or  any  degree  of  foil  and  funfliinc:  but  for  what  de-^ 
merits  on  our  fide^  I  am  altogether  in  the  dark. 

^*  But  I  do  not  remember  that  our  want  of  half* 
pence,  wafi  either  affirmed  or  denied,  in  any  of  our 
fiddrefles,  or  declarations  againft:  thofc  of  Wood.  Wo 
alledged  the  fraudulent  obtaining  and  executing  of  hia 
Patent i  the  bafenefsof  his  metal;  and  the  prodigious 
fum  to  be  coined,  which  might  be  increafed  by  ftealth« 
from  foreign  importation,  and  his  own  counterfeits,  aa 
well  as  thofe  at  home  -,  whereby  we  muft  infallibly  lofa 
bU  our  little  gold  and  filver,  and  ail  our  poor  rennainder 
of  a  very  limited  and  difcouragcd  trade*  We  urged 
that  the  Patent  was  pafled  without  the  lead  reference 
hither}  and  without  mention  of  any  fecurity  given  by 
Wood  to  receive  his  own  half^pence  upon  demand^ 
both  which  are  contrary  to  all  former  proceedings  in 
the  like  cafes» 

^^  But  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  all  jufti^e  and 
piety,  when  the  King's  Majefty  was  pleafed  that  this 
Patent  fliould  pafs,  is  it  not  to  be  underftood,  that  he 
conceived,  believed,  and  intended  it  as  a  gracious  a&| 
for  the  good  and  benefit  of  his  fubjefts,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  a  great  and  fruitful  kingdom  s  of  the  moft  loyal 
icingdom  upon  earth,  where  no  hand  or  voice  was  ever 
lifted  up  againft  him  ;  a  kingdom,  where  the  paiTage  is 
fiot  three  hours  from  Britain,  and  a  kingdom  where  the 
papifts  have  Icfs  power  and  lefs  land  than  in  England  ? 
Can  ir  be  denied  or  doubted,  that  his  Majefty's  Mini*- 
j[lers  undcrftood,  and  propofed  the  fame  end,  the  good 
cf  this. nation,  when  they  advifed  the  pafling  of  this 
Patent  ?  Can  the  perfon  of  Wood  be  otherwife  regard- 
ipd|  than  as  the  inftrument,  the  mechanick,  the  head 
Urgrkrnan,  %o  prepare  his  furn^ee^  his  fuel,  his  metaU 
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tnd  his  ftamps  ?  If  I  employ  a  flioe-boy,  is  it  in  view 
to  his  advantage^  or  to  my  own  convenience  ?  I  men- 
tion the  pcrfon  of  William  Wood  alone,  becaufe  no 
other  appears,  and  we  are  not  to  reafon  upon  furmifes> 
neither  would  it  avail>  if  they  had  a  real  foundation. 

*^  Allowing  therefore,  for  we  cannot  do  lefs,  that  this 
Patent  for  the  coining  of  half-pence,  was  wholly  in- 
tended by  a  gracious  King,  and  a  wife  public-Jpirited 
Miniftry^  for  the  advantage  of  Ireland  i  yet,  when  the 
whole  kingdom  to  a  man,  for  whofe  good  the  Patent 
was  defigned,  do,  upon  the  matureft  confideratipn, 
wniverfally  join  in  openly  declaring,  protefting,  addreff- 
ing,  petitioning  againft  thefe  half-pence,  as  the  moft 
ruinous  projeft  that  ever  was  fet  on  foot,  to  complete 
the  flavery  and  deftruftion  of  a  poor  innocent  country : 
is  it,  was  it,  can  it,  or  will  it  ever  be  a  queftion,  nor 
whether  fuch  a  kingdom,  or  William  Wood  Ihould  be 
a  gainer,  but  whether  fuch  a  kingdom  Ihould  be  wholly 
undone,  dcftroyed,  funk,  depopulated,  made  a  fcenc 
of  mifcry  and  dcfolation,  for  the  fake  of  William 
Wood  ?  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  avert  this  dreadful 
judgment ;  and  it  is  our  univerfal  wilh,  that  God  would 
put  it  into  your  hearts,  to  be  his  inftrument  for  fo  good 
a  work. 

^*  For  my  own  part,  who  am  but  one  man,  of  ob- 
scure condition,  I  do  folemnly  declare,  in  the  prefence 
of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  fuffcr  the  moft  ignomi- 
nious and  torturing  death,  rather  than  fubmit  to  re- 
ceive this  accurfed  coin,  or  any  other  that  fhall  be 
liable  to  the  fame  objcftions,  until  they  (hall  be  forced 
upon  me  by  a  law  of  my  own  country  5  and  If  that  (hall 
cvef  happen,  I  will  -tranfport  myfelf  into  fome  foreign 
land,  and  eat  the  bread  of  poverty  among  a  free  people. 

^*  The  grear  ignoniiny  of  a  whole  kingdom's  lying 
fo  lon^  at  mttcy  under  fo  yilc  an  advcrfary,  is  fuch  a 
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4rplorafale  aggrayacioB,  that  the  ixtmoft  exprcflioas  of 
fiiamc  and  rage  are  too  low  to  fet  it  forth,  and  therefore 
I  Ihall  leave  it  to  receive  fuch  a  refcntmear,  as  is  worthy^ 
of  a  Parli^ment.^^ 

Upon  the  firit  tidings  of  the  Patent's  being  pafled  19 
(b  extraordinary  a  naanner.  Swift  took  up  the  pen^  and 
under  the  feigned  charaAer  of  M.  B.  Drapier,  repre* 
fented  ail  the  fatal  confequences  that  would  nrcefiariljf 
attend  the  carrying  of  it  into  execution,  in  fo  plain  and 
clear  alight,  as  fpread  a  general  alarm  through  all  rank$ 
and  orders  of  nnen  throughout  the  nation. 

But  as  th6  Parliament,  the  Privy-Council,  Graad  Ju- 
ries, and  i^  many  bodies  corporate  of  the  kingdono  ad-* 
dreflcd,  renoonftr^ed,  and  petitioned  againft  it;  their 
fears  were  at  an  end^  as  fuppofing  it  impoflible  that  thefe 
Ihould  not  prevaiL  Yet  what  was  their  aftonifliment  to 
find  that  all  thefe,  and  the  cry  of  .the  whole  nation,  were 
treated  with  the  utmofl  contempt,  and  a  iham  enquiry 
fet  on  foot  by  a  Committee  of  the  Privy-Council  in  Eng^ 
land,,  which  ended  in  fending  over  orders  to  all  Officers 
under  thd  Crown  in  Ireland,  to  be  aiding  and  aflifting  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power  in  fupporting  Wood*s  Patent, 
and  giving  circulation  to  his  accurfed  coin.  As  all  peir« 
fons  in  office  at  that  time  were  in  the  mod  flavifti  depen,- 
dance  on  the  Briti(h  Miniftry,  there  were  no  hopes  but 
that  they  would  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  their  mafters,  elpecially  as  they  could  do  it  under  co» 
lour  of  loyalty,  as  oppofing  the  Patent  was  called,  in  the 
language  of  thofe  days,  flying  in  the  King*s  fa^e.  And  if 
this  coin  was  once  received  into  the  publick  offices,  and 
ifTued  out  to  pay  the  King's  troops,  the  affair  was  over. 
To  prevent  this  there  was  but  one  way,  which  was  to 
raile  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  as  to 
determine  them  never  to  receive  one  piece  of  this  coin  in 
payment.     This  he  1^  effcdually  performed  in  a  feries  of 
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letters^  under  the  fame  Hgnature  of  M.  B.  Drapier,  which 
were  univerrally  read  over  the  whole  kingdom,  that  there 
was  fcarce  an  individual  to  be  found,  even  down  to  the 
]owefl:  peafant,  except  a  few  placemen,  who  did  not 
form  this  resolution.  And  in  order  to  bind  them  to  it 
more  eflfedually^  in  his  fecond  letter  he  drew  up  the  fol- 
lowing advertifcment.  **  Whereas  one  William  Wood, 
hard->ware-man,  now  or  lately  fojourning  in  the  city  of 
London,  hath,  by  many  mifreprefentations,  procured  a 
Patent  for  coining  a  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
in  copper  half-pence,  for  this  kingdom,  which  is  a  fum 
five  times  greater  than  our  occafions  require :  and  where- 
as it  b  notorious  that  the  faid  Wood  hath  coined  his  half- 
pence of  fuch  bafe  metal,  and  falfe  weight,  that  they  are 
^  beft  Gx  parts  in  feven  below  the  real  value :  and  wherer 
fs  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  faid  Wood  may 
^c  any  time  hereafter  clandeftinely  coin  as  many  more 
half-pence  as  he  pleafes:  and  whereas  the  faid  Patent 
neither  doth,  nor  can  oblige  his  Majcfty's  fubjtdls  to  rc- 
iceive  the  faid  half-pence  in  any  payment,  but  leaves  it  to^ 
their  voluntary  choice,  becaufe  by  law  the  fubjcft  cannot 
be  obliged  to  take  any  money,  except  gold  or  filver :  and 
whereas,  contrary  to  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the  faid 
patent,  the  faid  Wood  hath  declared^  that  every  perfbn 
(hall  be  obliged  to  take  five-pence  half-penny  of  his  coin 
in  every  payment :  and  whereas  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
find  Privy-Council  have  feverally  addrefled  his  mofi:  facred 
^ajtfty,  reprefenting  the  ill  confequences  which  the  faid 
froinage  may  have  upon  this  kingdom :  and  laftly,  where- 
;its  it  is  univerfally  agreed  that  the  whole  nation  to  a  man, 
pxcept  Mr.  Wood  and  his  confederates,  are  in  the  utmoft 
apprehenfiops  of  the  ruinous  confequences  that  mud  fol- 
low from  the  faid  coinage ;  therefore  we,  whofe  names  are 
underwritten,  being  perfons  of  confiderable  eftates  in  this 
jupgdom^  and  refiders  therejn^  do  unanimouil/  r^folve 
2  and 
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atid  declare,  that  we  will  never  receive  one!  farthing  or 
half- penny  of  the  faid  Wood's  coining ;  and  that  we  will 
ifireft  all  our  tenants  to  refufe  the  faid  coin  from  any  per- 
fon  whatfoever,  of  which  that  ihey  may  not  be  ignorant^ 
we  have  fr nt  them  a  copy  of  this  advernfemcntj  to  be  read 
to  them  by  our  ftcwards,  receivers/'  &c. 

Nximbers  of  thcfc  advcrtifemcnts,  figned  by  a  muhi- 
rude  of  names,  together  with  the  Drapier's  Letters,  were* 
foon  difperfed  over  the  kingdom,  and  produced  fech  a' 
univerfal  outcry  in  all  ranks  of  people  againft  this  odious 
projeit,  .that  the  poor  tools  of  power  did  not  dare  to  at- 
tempt any  thing  in  fupport  of  it.  But  the  Englifh  Mi- 
fiifterj  not  at  all  intimidated  by  this  violent  oppofition, 
itemed  refolutcly  bent  on  carrying  the  point.  With  this 
view,  he  fent  over  the  Lord  Carteret,  lately  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  long  before  the  ufual  time  of 
the  Chief  •Governor's  going  to  that  kingdom,  with  direc 
rlons  to  affcmMe  the  Parliament,  whkh  had  been  pro- 
rof^ucd  to  a  diftafit  day,  foon  after  his  arrival,  revoking 
tliat  prorogation,  a  thing  very  unufual.  Here  he  was  to 
try  the  common  methods  of  fccuring  a  majority,  in  order 
to  ect  the  fanftion  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament  lo  the  meafure. 
On  his  arrival,  a  proclamation  was  pobli-flied  by  his  Ex- 
cellcnty  aind  Council,  offering  a  reward  of  three  hwndred 
pounds,  for  difcovering  the  author  of  the  fourth  Drapier's 
Letter...  Harding,  the  Printer  of  that  Letter,  wasimpri- 
ibncd,  and  a  bill  of  indiftment  was  ordered  to  be  prepa- 
red againtt  him.  Upon  this  occafion  Swift  wrote  a  Ihort 
Paper,  called  Sea/enable  Advice  to  the  Grand  Jury^  fcff, 
copies  of  which  were  diftributed  to  every  perfon  of  the 
Grand  Jury  the  evening  before  the  bill  was  to  be  prefent- 
f  d,  and  had  fuch  an  effed,  that  the  bill  was  unanimoufly 
thrown  out.  Upon  which  the' fame  Lord  Chief- J uftice, 
who  had  before  afted  with  fucH  violence  in  a  former  pro- 
secution of  th^  D^z$x*%  printer^  in  «  mol):  arbitrary  and  il«^ 
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legal  manner,  difchargcd  the  Jury  in  a  rage.  But  this 
proceeding,  far  from  ferving  the  caufc  which  he  efpoufcd^ 
only  rendered  it  the  more  delperate,  by  cxafpcrating 
men's  minds,  already  fufficiently  provoked.  For  the 
next  Grand-Jury  that  was  fummoned»  not  content  yviih 
ikreening  the  friends  to  their  country,  made  a  violent  at* 
tack  upon  the  enemy,  by  the  following  ftrong  prefent- 
ment,  drawn  up  by  Swift^  at  the  requefl:  of  fome  of  the 
Jury. 

^e  Presentment  of  the  Grand-Jury  of  the  County 
of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Whereas  feveral  great  quantities  of  bale  metal,  coin- 
ed, comnuMily  called  Wood's  halfpence,  have  been 
brought  into  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  lodged  in  feveral 
houfes  of  this  city,  with  an  intention  to  make  them  pafs 
clandeftinely  among  his  Majefty*s  fubjeiks  of  this  king- 
dom, notwithftanding  the  AddrefTcs  of  both  Houles  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Privy -Council,  and  moft  of  the  Cor- 
porations of  this  city  againft  the  faid  coin :  and  whereas 
his  Majefty  has  been  graciouQy  pleafcd  to  leave  his  loyal 
fubjefts  of  this  kingdom  at  liberty  to  take  or  rcfufc  the 
faid  half.pence : 

We  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, this  Michaelmas  term  1724,  having  entirely  at  htzi^t 
bis  Ma]efty*s  intcreft,  and  tlic  welfare  of  our  country ; 
and  being  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  great  difcouragcments 
which  trade  hath  fuffered  by  the  apprehenfions  of  the  fa^ 
coin,  whereof  we  have  already  felt  the  difmal  efFe<5ts ;  and 
that  the  currency  thereof  will  inevitably  tend  to  the  great 
diminution  of  his  Majcfty's  Revenue,  and  the  ruin  of  us 
and  our  pofterity,  do  frefont  all  fuch  perfons  as  have  at- 
temptedy  or  fliall  endeavour  by  fraud,  or  otherwife,  tp 
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impofe  the  faid  half-pence  u{>on  us,  contrary  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  moft  gracious  intentions,  as  enemies  to  his  Majef-^ 
ty's  government,  aad  to  the  fafety,  peace,  and  welfare 
of  all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom ;  whofe  af- 
fedions  have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed  by  their 
zeal  to  his  illuftrious  family,  before  his  happy  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  and  by  their  continued  loyalty  ever  fince. 

As  we  do,  with  all  juft  gratitude,  acknowledge  the 
fcrvices  of  all  fuch  patriots  as  have  been  eminently  zea- 
lous for  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty  and  this  country,  in 
detcfting  the  fraudulent  impofition  of  the  faid  Wood,  and 
preventing  the  paffing  of  his  bafe  coin ;  fo  we  do,  at  the 
fame  time,  declare  Our  abhorrence  and  detcftation  of 
air  refleftions  on  his  Majefty  and  his  government i 
and  that  we  are  ready  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  de- 
fend his  moft  facred  Majefty  againft  the  Pretender,  and 
all  his  Majefty's  open  and  fecret  enemies,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Given  under  our  hands,  t?r. 

Upon  this  prefentment,  followed  by  feveral  other* 
in  the  diflFerent  counties,  the  affair  was  looked  upon  as 
defperate,  and  being  reprcfentcd  in  that  light  to  the 
Minifter  by  Lord  Carteret,  the  Patent  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  half-pence  fupprcffed. 

Never  was  greater  exultation  Ihewn  upon  any  occa- 
fion  than  appeared  in  the  whole  nation,  upon  the  defeat 
of  this  infamous  projeftj  the  Drapier  was  hailed  by  the 
univerfal  voice  as  the  faviour  of  his  country.  His 
name  refounded  from  fhore  to  (hore ;  his  effigies  was 
fet  up  in  every  ftreet;  and  innumerable  bumpers  were 
daily  fwallowed  to  his  health. 

Whoever  examines  the  Drapier*s  Letters  with  atten- 
tion will  find,  that  the  great  talents  of  Swift  never  zp* 
peared  in  a  more  confpicuous  light  than  on  this  occa- 
fiofl.     He  faw  that  a  plan  was  formed  by  the  Britifti 
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Miniftcr  to  bring  his  country  into  the  titmoft  diftrcfe, 
Noiwithftanding  the  apparent  oppofition  given  to  ic  by 
the  Irifti  Parliament  and  Privy- Council,  he  knew  too 
well  the  fcrvilc  difpofition  of  all  men  in  office  at  that 
time,  and  their  abjeft  depcndancc  on  the  Minifter,  to 
fuppofe  they  would  continue  firm  in  their  oppofition,  at 
the  certain  lofs.of  their  places,  if  he  was  determined  to 
carry  the  point.  He  faw  therefore  no  poffible  means  of 
preventing  the  evil,  but  raifing  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  as  would  make  them  rcfolve  on  no 
account  whatfoever  to  receive  this  coin.  His  writing* 
in  the  charafter  of  a  Drapier  were  in  fuch  plain  lan- 
guage, as  rendered  them  perfeSly  intelligible  to  the 
meancft  capacities.  His  arguments  were  fo  naturally 
deduced,  and  in  fuch  an  eafy  feries,  from  fimple  and 
evident  principles,  as  carried  the  fuUcft  convidion  to 
every  mind.  But  as  it  was  neceflary  to  his  purpofc  to 
roufe  the  feelings,  as  well  as  convince  the  undcrftand- 
ings  of  mankind  j  without  ever  appearing  to  apply  at  all 
to  the  paffions,  he  raifes  them  to  the  highcft  pitch,  by 
feemingly  cafual  ftrokes  here  and  there  intcrfperfed.  3o 
that  the  whole,  on  a  tranfient  view,  appeared  what  ic 
profeffed  to  be,  the  work  of  an  honeft  fhop-keeper,  of 
plain  common  fcnfe,  who  jftarted  out  of  his  fphere  to 
commence  writer,  upon  a  view  of  the  imminent  dan- 
ger with  which  his  country  was  threatened;  and  who 
could  not,  now  and  then,  in  the  courfc  of  his  argu- 
ment,  fupprefs  the  honeft  indignation  which  rofe  in 
bis  breaft,  at  the  unparalleled  infolence  of  power,  in 
treating  a  great  an^d  loyal  kingdom  with  fuch  indignity 
as  would  have  been  thought  intolerable,  even  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Ifle  of  Man.  Yet  plain  and  fimple  as 
thefe  writings  fcem  to  be  at  firft  view,  and  fuch  as  every 
common  Reader  would  imagine  he  could  produce  him- 
felf,  upon  a  clofer  infpedlion  they  would  be  found  to  be 
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works  of  the  moft  confumaiatc  (kill  and  art  j  and  wfccM 
ever  fhould  attempt  to  to  perform  the  like,  would  be 
obliged  to  fay  with  Horace, 

Sudet  multum,  frufiaquc  lahoret 
^ivis  fperet  idem. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  the  late  Hawkins  Browne 
fay,  that  the  Drapier's  Letters  were  the  moft  perfcft 
pieces  of  oratory  ever  compofed  fince  the  days  of  De- 
mofthenes.  And  indeed,  upon  a  comparifonj  there 
will  appear  a  great  fimilitude  between  the  two  writers. 
They  both  made  ufc  of  the  plaineft  words,  and  fuch 
as  were  in  moft  general  ufe,  which  they  adorned  only 
by  a  proper  and  beautiful  arrangement  of  them.  They 
both  made  choice  of  the  moft  obvious  topics,  which, 
by  the  force  of  genius  they  placed  in  a  new  light.  They 
were  equally  Ikilful  in  the  arrangement  and  clofencfs  of 
their  arguments}  equally  happy  in  the  choice  and  bre- 
vity of  their  allufions ;  each  fo  entirely  matter  of  his  art, 
as  entirely  to  conceal  the  appearance  of  art,  fo  that  they 
feized  on  the  paflions  by  furprize.  Nor  were  the  effefts 
produced  by  the  Orations  of  Demofthcnes  on  the  Athc-« 
nians,  though  fet  off  with  all  the  advantage  of  a  moft 
powerful  elocution,  greater  than  what  followed  from 
the  filent  pen  of  Swift.  For  in  a  nation  made  up  of 
the  moft  difcordant  materials,  who  never  before  agreed 
in  any  one  point,  he  produced  fuch  a  unanimity,  that 
Englifli  and  Irifli,  Proteftant,  Prcfbytcrian,  and  Papift, 
fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  had  but  one  voice.  There 
is  one  advantage  indeed  which  Swift  had  over  De- 
mofthcnes, in  that  admirable  vein  of  wit  and  humour, 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  at  which  the  other  often  made  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts ;  and  of  which,  though  fparingly, 
we  find  fome  fining  inftances  fcattered  through  thofc 
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letteri^.  One  of  which  is  fo  excellent,  that  f  am  tertipt- 
ed  to  prefcnt  the  pafl^ge  to  the  Reader.  WhereJ 
fpeaking  in  the  aflumed  charafter'  of  the  Drapicr,  he 
fays,  "  I  am  very  fenGble  that  fuch  a  work  as  I  haviS 
undertaken,  might  have  worthily  erripfoycd  a  muctf 
better  pen :  but  when  a  houfc  is  atcenrtptcd  to  be  rob- 
bed, it  often  happens  that  the  weakeft  in  the  family, 
runs  firft  to  ftop  the  door.  All  my  aflifVance,  were  fom^ 
informations  from  ah  eminent  pcrfon  5  whereof  I  ain 
afraid  I  have  fpoiled  s(  few,  by  endeavouring  to  make 
them  of  a  piece  with  my  own  prodbftidris*;  and  th'i 
reft,  I  was  not  able  to  manage.  I  was  in  the  cafe  of 
David,  who  could  not  move  in  the  arrt^our  of  Sauli 
and  therefore  I  rather  chbfe  to  attack  this:'uncrrcumcifed 
Philiftine  (Wood  I  mean)  with  a  fling  and  a  ftoiie. 
And  I  may  fay  for  Wood's  honour,  as  well  as  mV  dwn,^ 
that  he  refembles  Goliah  in  many  circumftances,  very 
applicable  to  the  prefcnt  piirpofc :  f6r^  Goliah  bait  a 
helmet  ^/  brafs  Upon  his  bea/i,  and  he  was  armed  with  a 
coat  of  maili  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  five  thoujhni 
fhekles  of  brafs,  and  he  had, greaves  of  brafs  upon  bis  legsl 
and  a  target  of  brafs  between  his  Jhoulders. --'In  fhort  h^ 
was,  like  Mr.  Wood,  all  over  trafs,  and  he  defied  the  or^ 
mies  of  the  living  God.^Go]hh*s  conditions  of  combat^ 
were  likewifc  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Wood  :  if  he  pre-!- 
vail  againft  us,  thenjhall  we  be  bis  fervants.  But  if  it 
happens  that  I  prevail  over  him,  I  renounce  the  other 
part  of  the  condition ;  he  (hall  never  be  a  fervant  of 
mine;  for  I  do  not  think  him  Ht  to  be  trufted  in  any 
honed  man's  (hop." 

Nothing  Ibcwed  the  general(hip  of  Swift  in  a  higher 
point  of  view,  during  this  conteft,  than  his  choice  of 
ground  both  for  attack  and  defence.  He  well  knew  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  (leer  clear  of  party  ;  and  that 
if  he  had  attacked  the  Briti(h  Mini(l:fer  as  the  real  Au- 
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thcMV  promoter,  and  abettor  of  thi$  projcft,  he  would 
(mmediately  have  been  ftigmatized  with  the  name  of 
Jacobite,  and  his  writings  of  courfe  difregarded.  He 
therefore  treated  the  matter  all  along  as  if  there  were  no 
barties  concerned  but  William  Wood  hardware-man^ 
On  the  one  fide ;  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  on 
the  other.  Or,  as  he  himfelf  exprefies  it,  it  was  Bel* 
turn  atque  vimmy  a  kingdom  on  one  fide,  and  William 
Wood  on  the  other.  Nay  he  went  farther,  and  finding 
ibat  Wood  in  his  feveral  publications  had  often  made 
iiie  of  Mr.  Walpole's  name,  he  takes  upon  him  the  de* 
fence  of  the  latter  in  feveral  paflages  of  his  Fourth 
Letter,  which  he  concludes  thus :  ^*  But  I  will  now  de* 
tnon^rate,  beyond  all  contradidion,  that  Mr.  Wal* 
pole  is  againft  this  projeft  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  is  an  en* 
tire  friend  to  Ireland,  only  by  this  one  invincible  argu- 
ment i  that  he  has  the  univerlal  opinion  of  being  a 
wife  man^  an  able  Minifter,  and  in  all  his  proceedings 
purfuing  the  true  mOrefi  of  die  King  his  Mafter:  and 
that  as  his  integrity  is  above  all  corruftUm^  fo  is  his/or^ 
tune  above  all  tmptatmJ^*  By  the  ufe  of  chis  irony,  a 
clouble  edged  weapon,  which  he  knew  how  to  manage 
with  peculiar  dexterity,  his  argument  cut  both  ways. 
To  the  bulk  of  Readers  it  might  pafs  for  a  real  acquit- 
tal of  Mr.  Walpole  of  the  charge  brought  againft  him, 
which  would  anfwer  one  end ;  and  to  thofe  of  more  dif- 
cernment,  it  obliquely  pointed  out  the  true  objeA  of 
their  rcfcntment  j  but  this  fo  guardedly,  that  it  was  im* 
poflible  to  make  any  ferious  charge  againft  the  Author 
of  his  having  fuch  a  defign. 

In^the  courfe  of  thefe  writings,  Swifc  cook  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  open  his  political  principles,  declaring 
the  moft  zealous  actachnient  to  the  Proteftant  fuccef- 
fion  in  the  Hoofe  of  Hanover,  and  utter  abhorrence 
of  the  Pretender:  by  which  means  he  removed  the 
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iebicF  prgiidice  conceived  againft  himj  on  account  of 
khe  ilUfduiided  charge  of  his  being  a  Jacobite,  and  - 
bpebed  the  way  for  that  tide  of  popular  favour  which 
iJterwards  flowed  in  topon  him  from  all  fides. 

During  the  publication  of  the  Drapier's  Letter^ 
Bmh  took  great  piins  to  conceal  himfelf  from  being 
nio#n  ai  the  Author.  The  only  perfons  in  the  fecfet 
HVCTe  Robert  Blakely^  his  bUtler^  whom  he  employed  as 
hia  Anianuehfift ;  and  Dr.  Sheridan.  As  Robett  wai 
hbt  the  nioft  accurate  tranicriber^  the  copies  were  al« 
^yii  delivered  by  him  to  the  Doddr^  in  order  to  their 
being  corre£fced,  and  fitted  for  the  prcfs  j  by  whom  they 
Wert  conveyed  to  the  |5rinter  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  pre* 
Veht  i  poflibility  of  difcdvery.  It  happened  that  Ro-» 
bert  Blakelyi  thfe  veiy  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the 
tWlaiii^iOn  wa&ifibed  offering  a  re#ai:d  of  300  pounds 
for  difcotering  the  Author  of  the  Drapier's  Fourth  Let- 
ktr^  had  ftaid  out  later  than  Ufual  without  his  Mafter's 
iivrt.  The  Dean  ordered  the  dObi*  to  be  locked  at  the 
accuftomed  houri  and  fliut  him  out.  The  next  mom* 
ihg  thb  poor  fellow  appeared  before  hiiH  with  marks  of 
^reat  contrition ;  wheii  Swift  would  liilen  to  none  of 
his  excUfes»  biit  abufmg  him  outrageoufly^  bade  him 
ftrip  ttflF  hii  livei*yi  and  quit  his  houfe  that  moment. 
^*  What'^^you  villain^  faid  he,  is  it  becsufe  I  am  in  your 
powers  you  dare  take  thefe  liberties  ?  Get  out  of  my 
houfe  you  fcoundrti^  and  rlrceive  the  reward  of  your 
treachery."  Mrs.  Johnfon>  who  was  at  the  Deanery, 
and  greatly  alarmed  at  this  fcene,  immediately  dtf- 
patched  a  itiefienger  to  Dr;  Sheridan,  to  come  and  try 
toiTiake  up  matters.  Upon  his  ai^Val  he  found  Robert 
il^alkiog  about  the  hall  in  great  agitation,  and  (hedding 
Abundance  df  te^rs ;  inquiring  into  the  caufe  x>f  this, 
he  was  told  that  his  Matter  had  juft  difcharged  him. 
The  Do&n:  bade  him  be  of  good  cheer,  for  he  would 
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undertake  ta  pacify  the  Dean,  and  thor  hie  Ihould  ftiU 
be  continued  in  his  place.  That  is  not  what  vexes  m^ 
rcplLed;thc  honcft  creature ;  to  be  fure  I  Ihould  be  very 
forry  to  lofe  fo  good  a  Mafter,  but  what  grieves  me  tp 
the  foul  i3j  that  my  Mailer  ihould  have  fo  bad  an  opi* 
nion  of-  me,  as  to  fuppofcoie  capable  of  betraying  him 
for  .^ny  reward  whatever*  When  this  was  told  to  the 
D(5an^  (truck  with  the  gencrolity  of  fucha^ftntitwwt 
in  one  of  his  low  fphcre,  he  immediately  pardpned 
him,  and  reftored  him  to  favour  *.  He  alfo  took  the 
firft  opportunity  in  his  power  of  rewarding  this  man  for 
his  fidelity.  The  place  of  ^'erger  to  the  cathedral  foon 
after  becoming  vacant,  Swift  called  Robert  to  bim> 
and  aflced  him  if  he  had  any  cloaths  of  his  own  that 
were  not  a  livery  j  to  which  the  other  replying  iniihe 
affirmative,  he  dcfired  him  immediately  to  ftrip  off  his 
livery,  and  put  on  thofc  cloaths.  The  poor  fellow, 
quite  aftoni(hed,  begged  to  know  what  crime  he  had 
commiupd  that  he  (hould  be  difchargcd.— Well— do  ak 
I  ordered  you  faid  Swift.  When  he  returned  in  his 
new  drcfs^  the  Dean  called  the  other  fcrvants  into  the 
room,  and  told  them  they  were  no  longer  to  cpQ^ider 
him  as  their  fcUow-fcrvant  Robert,  but  as  Mr.  filakely. 
Verger  of  St.  Patrick's  cathedral.,  which  place  he  had 
beftowcd  on  him,  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  fervices. 
The  grateful  creature  poured  forth  a  thoufand  bleffings 
on  him,  and  only  begged  as  the  greateft  favour  he  could 
confer  qn  him,  that  he  might  ftill  be  continued  in  the 
fame  ftation,  without  fee  or  reward,  as  he  was  fure  no 
one  could  give  fuch  fatisfadion  to  his  Matter  in  the 
difcharge  of  it,  as  himfelf.     As  he   was  an  excellieat 

♦  This  ftory  is  told  In  a  different  manner  by  Mr.  Dcanc  Swift,  with 
<levcral  improbafcle  circumflances,  which  have  not  the  Icaft  foundation 
in  truth,  as  I  had  the  account  exaaiy  at  I  have  related  it  immediately 
ftom  »/ ftclier. 
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fervaift,  anrf  was  accuftomed  to  all  Swift's  peculiaru : 
ticSj  the  propofal  could  not  but  be  very  acceptable  to  » 
thePeani  and  Mr.  Blakely  accordingly  continued  ta. 
officiate  in  that  capacity  for  fome  time,  as  a  volunteer, 
without  any  of  the  badges  of  fervitude.     But  the  Maf-^ 
ter  was  too  liberal  to  accept  of  the  generous  propofal 
made  by  the  fervant;    for,    though  he  paid  him  no, 
wages,    he  took   care  by  handfome  prefcnts,  to  mitkc 
him  a  full  equivalent. 

Another  anecdote,  relative  to  thefe  half-pence,  waa 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  HofFflcgcr,  a  native  x>f 
Germany,  then  a  refulcnt  Merchant  of  fome  eminence^ 
in  Dublin;  who  was  a  fpeftator  of  the  following  fcenc. 
which  he  defcribcd  10  me.  The  day  after  the  Procla- 
mation was  iflued  out  againfl  the  Drapier,  there  was  a 
full  levee  at  the  caftle.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  .was  go- 
ing ropnd  the  circle,  when  Swift  abruptly;  igjMered  the 
chamber,  and  pulhing  his  way  through  the'cfowd,  ne- 
ver flopped  till  he  got  within  the  circle  i  wherewith. 
marks  of  .the  higeft  indignation  in  his  countenance^  he 
addreffed  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  voice  of  a 
Stentor,  that  re-echoed  through  the, room,  *'Sq,  my 
Lord  Lieutenant,  this  is  a  glorious  exploit  that  yoq 
performed  yefterd^y^^  in  i0uing  a  Proclamation  againlt 
a  poor  Ihop-keeper,  whofe  only  crime  is  an  honefl; 
endeavour  to  fave  hi5i  country  from  ruin.  You  havo 
given  ^  pohtle  fpecimen  of  what  this  devoted  na-% 
tion  is  to  hope  forj,  from  your  government^  I 
fuppofe  you  expcft  a  ftatue  of  qoppcr  will  he  erect- 
ed to  you  for  this  fervice  done  to  Wood^  He  thea 
went  on  for  9  long  time  inveighipg  in  the  bittereft 
terms  agai'nft  the  Patent,  and  difplayiug  itx  the  ftrong^i^ 
fft  colours  all  tlte  fatal  confecjuences  of  intro^U*^ 
ciDg  that  execrable  coin.  The  whole  aflembly  were 
truck  mute  with  wonder  at  ihjis  unprecedented  fcene^ 
Xh^  fitted  Aaves^  and  vaflals  of  power,  felt,  and  fhn^ 
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iato  their  own  tittlenefs,  in  the  prefence  of  this  quui 
of  virtue.  He  ftood  fupereminent  aniong  them^  like 
his  own  Gulliver  amid  a  circle  of  Lilliputians.  For 
fome  time  a  profound  filence  enfuc(i|.  When  Lord 
Carteret,  who  had  liftened  with  great  compofure  to  the 
whole  fpeechj  made  this  fine  replf^  in  aline  of  Vir- 
gil's: 

*  Res  dur^j  t£t  regni  nqviias  me  talia  cogtmA 
Moliri. 

The  whole  affcnibly  was  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of 
this  quotation,  and  the  levee  broke  up  in  good  humoun 
Some  extolling  the  magnanimity  of  Swift  to  the  (kieSj 
and  all  delighted  with  the  ingenuity  of  the  Lord  Lieu-^ 
tenant's  anfwcr. 

"When  the  Patent  was  withdrawn,  and  of  courfe  all 
apprehenfions  about  the  Coin  were  over.  Swift  retired 
t6  Qijiica,  a  houfe  of  £>r.  Sheridan's,  in  a  deiblate  pare 
of  the  country,  where  he  pafie4  fonoe  months  in  finifli- 
ing  and  preparing  his  CruUivcr's  Travels  for  the  prefs. 
Early  In  the  next^year  1726,  Iiefet  out  for  England^ 
after  an  abfence  from  that  country  of  near  twelve  years  J 
He  was  received  with  all  dembn^rations  of  joy  by  his 
old  friends,  whofe  attachment  to  this  incomparable 
man,'  feemed  rather  increafed  tlian  diminifhed  by  ab- 
fence. — They  all  exprefled  the  warmcft  wiihes  that  he 
would  quit  Ireland,  and  fettle  anibng  them,  and  feveral 
plans  were  propofed  to  accompliflb  the  point.  Nor  was 
Swift  lefs  defirbus  of  returning;  to  his  own  country,  for 
he  always  confidcrcd  it  as  fuchi' being  the  country  of 
his  forefathers,  though  he  happened,  as  he  bimfelf  ex- 
preffes  it,  to  be  dropped  in  Ireland :  nor  is  it  furprifing 
chat  his  heart  yearned  to  pafsthe  remainder  of  hi^  days 

*  Hard  fintime,  and  the  ncwnefaof  my  mg^,  compel  me  to  fiick 
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among  a  fet  of  his  old  friends,  who  gave  fuch  proofs  of 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  him,  and  were,  at  the 
iame  time,  in  point  of  talents  and  genius,  the  foremoft 
men  of  the  age.  But,  however  ardent  their  wiihes 
might  be,  there  were  little  hopes  of  their  being  fulfilled^ 
as  both  he  and  his  friends  were  obnoxious  to  thofe  in 
power.  Some  expeftations  were  however  formed  from 
the  favourable  reception  he  met  with  at  Leicelter*houfe« 
The  Princefs  of  Wales,  afterwards  Queen  Caroline,  fet 
up  for  a  patronefs  of  men  of  genius,  and  affeded  to 
converfe  much  with  all  men  di(lingui(hed  for  literature 
and  talents.  Upon  hearing  of  Swift's  arrival  in  Lon«> 
don,  ihe  immediately  fent  to  defire  to  fee  him.  Qf 
this  he  gives  the  following  account  in  a  letter  to  Lady 
Betty  Germaine,  1732-3.—"  It  is  fix  years  laft  Spring 
fince  I  firft  went  to  vifit  my  friends  in  England,  after 
the  Queen's  death*  Her  prefent  Majefty  heard  of  my 
arrival,  and  fent  at  lead  nine  times  to  command  my  ' 
attendance,  before  I  would  obey  her,  for  feveral  reafona 
not  hard  to  guefs  -,  and  among  others,  becaufe  I  had 
heard  her  chara&er  from  thofe  who  knew  her  well.  At 
laft  I  went,  and  fbe  received  me  very  gracioufly.''  As 
Swift  was  no  refpedler  of  perfons,  and  would  (peak  his 
mind  with  the  fame  freedom  in  the  face  of  Royalty,  as 
in  the  moft  private  company,  the  Princefs,  ftruck  with 
the  novelty  of  fuch  a  character,  and  highly  entertained 
with  his  peculiar  vein  of  humour,  was  never  weary  of 
fending  for  him  both  in  London  and  Richmond  1  and 
Swift,  to  keep  up  his  confcquence,  never  once  attended 
her  but  by  command.  Mrs.  Howard,  firft  Lady  of  tho 
Bed-chamber  to  the  Princefs,  and  her  chief  favouriten 
was  the  perfon  who  ufually  fent  for  him.  As  Ihe  was  a 
l^ady  of  fine  tafte,  and  uncomtmon  underftandingj^  fliQ 
foon  contrskfted  a  high  efteem  for  Swift,  which  was  ntuu* 
tMre4  iAto  1^  (n^mdlhip,  by  the  frec^uent  opportunitiea 
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4he  had  of  converfing  with  him  in  company  with  Pope 
pd  Gay,  who  were  her  great  favourites.  The  peculiar 
piarks  of  diftindlion  flicwn  him  both  by  the  Princefs 
and  her  favourite,  together  with  the  general  difcourfc 
of  the  family  at  Lciceder-houie^  made  his  friends  ima- 
gine that  the  firft  opportunity  would  be  taken  of%aking 
9,  fuitable  provifion  for  him  in  England,  from  that  quar^ 
terj  and  he  himfelf,  both  then^  and  for  fome  time  af^ 

{er,  feems  to  have  formed  forne  expedtations  of  that 
lind,  though  naturally,  and  from  his  frequent  difap- 
pointments  in  life,  he  was  far  from  being  of  a  fanguin^ 
difpofition. 

During  his  f^ay  in  England,  his  time  was  pafled 
chiefly  between  Twickenham  and  Dawley^  with  his 
friends.  Pope  and  Bolingbroke,  where  he  was  vifited 
by  all  tlic  old  fraternity.  It  was  then  Pope  publiihed 
his  Volvimcs.of  Mifccllanies,  confifting  of  fome  of  his 
own  Works*  and  Arbuthnot's,  but  chiefly  of  fele£k 
Pieces  of  Swift's.  As  this  was  the  firft  time  that  any 
of  his  Works  were  printed  collcftively,  the  falc  was 
immcnfe,  and  produced  a  confidcrable  fum  to  Pope, 
who  had  the  whole  profit,  as  Swift  was  at  all  times 
above  making  any  pecuniary  advantage  of  his  writing^. 
During  thefc  tranfaftions,  he  received  fcvcral  fuc'ccffivc 
accounts  of  the  dcfperacc  ftate  of  health,  to  which  his 
dear  friend  Mrs.  Johnfon  was  reduced,  and  the  little 
hopes  there  were  of  her  recovery.  The  diftrefs  of 
mind  which  he  fufFercd  on  this  occafion,  together  with 
a  long  fit  of  his  old  complaint,  giddinefs  and  deafnefs, 
had  fo  totally  difqualificd  him  for  fociety,  that  he  ftolc 
away  from  his  hoft  at  Tvvickcnham,  and  retired  into 
private  lodgings,  with  an  old  relation  for  hisnurfe.  As 
foon  as  he  was  fufRcicntly  recovered  to  bear  the  fatigue 
of  a  journey,  he  fet  out  for  Ireland,  with  the  gloomy 
j>rofpe6t  of  receiving  the  laft  breath  of  the  perfpn 
*'  ^'  • "      "    '  '•    dcarci^ 
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fjcttreft  to  him  in  the  world.  However^  before  his  de-r 
parture,  he  took  leave  of  the  Princefs^  who  was  ycrjr 
gnicious  to  him^  made  apologies  for  not  having  fome 
medals  ready  which  Ibe  had  promifed  him^  and  faid  (he 
would  fend  them  to  him  before  Chriftnias.  On  his  ar- 
rival m  Dublin^  he  had  the  facisfa6tion  to  find  Mfs, 
Johnfon  on  the  mending  hand,  and  her  recovery, 
though  flow,  afforded  the  pleaGng  profped  of  9,  longer 
continuance  to  a  life  fo  dear  to  him. 

Dunng  this  vifit  to  London,  it  was  not  only  at  Lei* 
cefter-houfe,  but  at  St  James's  alfo,  that  he  met  with 
a  favourable  reception ;  of  which  he  makes  mention  ia 
a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Gcrmaine,  January  8,  i7sa-j. 
ff  Walpole  was  a(  that  time  yery  civil  to  me,  and  fo 
were  all  the  people  in  power.  He  invited  me,  and 
ibme  of  my  friends,  to  dine  with  him  at  Chelfea.  Af- 
ter dinner  I  took  an  occafion  to  fay,  what  I  had  obfer- 
ved  of  Princes  and  great  Miniiters,  that  if  they  heard 
an  ill  thing  of  a  private  perfon  who  expe&ed  fome  fa- 
vour, although  they  were  afterwards  convinced  that  the 
perfon  was  innocent,  yet  they  would  never  be  recon- 
ciled. Mr.  Walpole  knew  well  enough  that  I  meant 
Mr.  Gay  *.  But  he  gave  it  another  turn ;  for  he  faid 
to  fome  of  his  friends,  and  particularly  to  a  Lord,  a 
near  relation  pf  your's,  ^^  that  I  had  dined  with  himj^ 
and  Jiad  been  making  apologies  for  myfelf." 

He  afterwards  had  an  interview  with  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  through  the  intervention  of  Lord  Pecerbo- 

*  To  make  this  intelligible,  i;  will  be  neceifary  to  qnote  a  for- 
mer paiTage  in  that  letters^  where,  ipealdng  of  Gay,  he  fays,  **  He 
kad  written  a  v^ry  ingenioat  book  of  Fables  (br  the  afe  of  her  (the 
Frincefs's)  yoanger  Ion,  and  ihe  often  promiied  to  provide  for  him. 
Bot  fixne  dme  before/  thm  came  out  a  libel  againft  Mr.  Walpole, 
whowas  infopocd  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Gay;  and  although  Mr. 
Walpole  own^  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  written  by  Gajf, 
jpei  he  never  would  pardon  hin,  but  di4  lum  a  hundred  ill  offices  to 
^Princcii,'* 

cough  ^ 
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rough ;  of  which  he  gives  the  following  aceount^  io  a 
letter  to  the  faid  EarK 

♦  **  My  Lord,  April  2«,  1726. 

^^  Your  Lordihip  having,  at  my  requeft,  obtained 
for  me  an  hour  from  Sir  Robert  Walpc^ ;  I  accord* 
ingly  attended  him  yefterday  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  had  fomewhat  more  than  an  hour's  con- 
yerfation  with  him.  Your.l^rdfiiip  was  this  day  {lea- 
fed to  enquiry  what  pafled  between  that  great  Minifter 
and  ^le,  ta  which  I  gave  you  fome  general  anfwers, 
fron^  whence  ypu  faid' you  could  comprehend  little  or 
nothing. 

!<  I  had  no  other  defign  in  defirtng  to  fee  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  ths^n  to  rcprcfent  the  affairs  of  Irfcland  to  him 
in  a  true  Hghtj^  mt  only  witiwut  any  view  to  nfjf^lf,  but 
to  any  party  whatfoever :  and  becaufe  I  underftood  the 
affairs  of  that  kingdom  tolerably  well,  and  obferved 
the  reprefentationa  he  had  received,  were  fuch  as  I 
could  not  agree  to  i  my  principal  defign  was  to  fet  him 
right,  not  only  for  the  fervic«  of  Ireland,  but  likewife 
of  England,  and  of  his  own  Adminiftration* 

<*  I  failed  very  much  in  my  defign  >  for  1  faw  he  coii-> 
ceived  opinions,  from  the  examples  and  pra£bices  of 
the  prefent,  and  fome  former  Governors^  which  1  could 
not  reconcile  to  the  notions  I  had  of  liberty  1  a  poflfef- 
fion  always  underftood  by  the  Britifii  nation  to  be  the 
inheritance  of  a  human  creature. 

<*  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was.  pleafed  to  enlarge  very 
much  upon  the  fuhjed  of  Ireland,  in  a  nianner  fo  alien 
i[rom  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  rights  and  privilegea 

*  (x>rd  Peterborough,  in  «  note  to  Swift,  s  litde  prerious  tp,di« 
dace  of  this  letter,  fays,  <<  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  any  morning,  ««- 
cept  Tuefday  and  Thurfday,  wUck  are  his  pubUc  days,  abooc  gt|M 
in  the  morning,  will  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  his  London  houfe.  Oa 
Monday,  if  I  fee  you,  I  will  eive  yon  a  farther  acc9iui|(." 

Si  ^- 
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of  a  fiibjeft  of  England,  that  I  did  not  thin^  proper 
to  debate  the  matter  witl^  hiqri  fo  nmch,  49  I  otiiefwife 
mighty  becafjfe  I  found  it  wqald  fcfe  in  vain/* 

In  the  remainder  of  the  l^ttfr^  he  ^numer^tpa  thp 
inany  intolerable  burdens  aqd  ^riev^nce;,  ^nder  ^hkli^ 
that  country  laboured,  aiyl  concludes  it  thus : 

f^  I  moft  humbly  entreat  yo^r  Lordfhip  to  give  this 
paper  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole|  and  dcfirc  hiip^tp  read 
|t^  which  he  ipay  do  ii)  <(  few  ipibutes/* 

J  fim,  (^(: 

I  thought  if:  oeccflary  to  lay  fhis  maticr  at  Urge  be- 
fore the  publiCj^  becaule,  in  confequence  of  this  inter-* 
yiew^  all  the  WMpolians^  iind  the  whole  party  of  the 
Whigs^  gavf  out,  that  Swift  at  that  time  made  a  ten- 
der of  his  pen  to  Sir  Robert,  by  whom  the  offer  was 
fejefted  s  and  even  to  this  day  I  am  well  informed  that 
ibme  of  that  family,  and  their  connexions,  aflert  it  as 
a  faft.  But  I  would  have  (hofe  gentlemen  confider,  in 
the  firft  place,  what  little  credit  th^y  do  to  Sir  Robert's 
tinderftanding,  in  dcclin^g  the  alfiftance  of  the  firft 
Writer  of  the  age,  at  a  time  when  he  was  throwing 
away  imme^fe  fums  upon  authors  of  mean  talenu.  la 
the  next  place,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  candour  will  oblige 
them  to  retraA  what  they  have  faid,  as  fo  convincing 
a  proof  is  here  produced  of  the  faifhood  of  the  charge. 
For,  it  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that  Swift  would  have 
made  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  interview,  utterly 
Mf(^laming  all  views  to  bimjelfy  and  defiring  that  it  might 
be  fhewn  to  Walpole,  if  the  other  had  had  it  in  his 
power  to  contradid  it,  and  by  fo  doing  render  him  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  his  noble  friend,  as  well  as  of 
all  his  adherents.  I  have  a  letter  before  me  written  at 
that  time  to  the  Revd.  Mr.  Stopford,  then  abroad  at 
Paris,  (afterwards  through  his  meaos  Bifhop  of  Cloyne) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


%2jo  THELIFEOF 

in  which  he  gives  the  fame  account.  "I  was  laeeljr 
twice  with  the  Chief  Minifter ;  the  iirft  time  by  invita* 
tion,  and  the  fecond,  at  my  defire,  for  an  hour,  where- 
in wc  differed  in  every  point :  .but  all  this  made  a  great 
nbiie,  and  foon  got  to  Ireland.  From  whence,  upon 
the  late  death' of  the  Bithop  of  Cloyne,  it  was  faid  I 
was  offered  to  fucceed,  and  I  received  many  letters  up- 
on it,  but  there  was  nothing  of  truth  in  its  for  I  was 
neither  offered,  nor  would  have  received,  except  upon 
conditions,  which  would  never  be  granted.  For  I  ab- 
folutcly  broke  with  theChief  Minifter,  and  have  never 
feen  him  fince.  And  I  lately  complained  of  him  to 
the  Princefs,  becaufe  I  knew  (be  would  tell  him«''  I 
think  it  is  hardly  probable  that  Swift  would  have  ccxn- 
plained  of  him  to  the  Princefs,  if  he  bad  fuch  a  ftory 
to  tell  of  him.  His  complaint  certainly  related  ta 
Waipole's  unjuft  and  impolitic  maxims  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  which  was  the  fole  fubjeft  of  their  difcourfc. 
And  it  appears  tha^t  he  bad  often  in  his  converfationa 
with  the  Princefs,  reprefcnted  the  cruel  hardlhips  under 
lybich  that  country  groaned,  infomuch,  that  in  a  letter 
to  Lady  Suffolk,  July  24,  ^731,  he  fays,  "HerMa» 
jefty  gave  me  leave,  and  even  commanded  me,  above 
five  years  ago,  if  I  lived  until  ihe  was  Queen,  to  write 
to  her  on  behalf  of  Ireland :  for  the  miferies  of  this 
kingdom  {he  appeared  then  to  be  concerned." 

Sir  Robert  himfelf  ncycr  dropped  any  hint  of  thi^ta 
Swift's  friends,  but  in  appearance  feenoed  to  wilh  hinx 
well.  In  a  letter  from  Pope  to  him  foon  after  his  d^-^ 
parture  for  Ireland,  he  tells  him,  <^  I  had  a  conference 
with  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  expreffcd  hi^  defire  of 
having  feen  you  again  before  you  left  us ;  he  faid^  he 
obferved  a  wilUngnefs  in  you  to  liye  among  us,  which 
I  did  not  deAy  >  but  at  the  fame  time  told  him,  you  had 
nq  fuch  dcfigDi  in  your  Qoroingj  ^Kx(ik  W4S  merely  to 

fee 
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See  a  &w  of  thofc  that  you  loved  ;  but  that  indeed  all 
thoic  wifhed  it,  and  particularly  Lord  Peterborough 
iuid  myfclf,  who  wifhed  you  loved  Ireland  lefs,  had  you 
any  reafon  to  love  England  more/'  Whoever  exaoiines 
all  Sw?ft's  letters  at  that  time,  will  find,  that  he  was  far 
from  having  any  ambitious  views,  tiis  wilh  was  to 
have  a  fettlement  among  his  friends  $  and  he  aimed  no 
higher  than  to  change  his  preferments  in  Ireland  for  any 
churth  living  near  them,  that  ihould  not  be  much  in- 
ferior in  point  of  income,,  whether  accompanied  with 
any  dignity  or  not.  And  this  method  of  commuting 
benefices  he  chofe,  to  avoid  laying  himfelf  under  any 
obligations  to  a  party,  of  whofe  meafures  he  fo  utterly 
difapproved.  Of  this  we  have  a  ftriking  inftance  in  the 
abovermentioned  letter,  to  an  intimate  friend  then 
abroad,  to  whom  a  falie  reprefentation  of  his  fcnti* 
ments  could  have  anfwered  no  end ;  where  he  declares 
that  he  would  not  accept  even  of  a  Brlhoprick,  though 
offered  him,  except  upon  conditions,  which  he  was  fure 
would  never  be  granted^^  In  a  letter  about  that  time 
to  Mr.  Worral,  he  e}q>refles  himfelf  to  the  fame  effcft, 
"  As  to  what  you  fay  about  promotion,  you  will  find  it 
was  given  immediately  to  Maule,  as  I  am  told,  and  I 
aflure  you  I  had  no  offers,  nor  would  accept  them* 
My  behaviour  to  thofe  in  power,  hath  been  dire&ly 
contrary  fince  I  came  here."  Is  it  poffible  to^  conceive, 
^hat  in  this  difpofition  of  mind,  a  man  of  Swift's  cha* 
radttr,  ihould  wantonly  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  perfoa 
whom  he  knew  to  be  his  enemy,  to  deftroy  his  reputa- 
tion, and  ruin  him  Jbr  ever  with  his  friends  ?  In  ffiort, 
the  nuitter  is  brought  to  this  iffue.  It  is  evident  from 
what  has  been  (hewn  above,  that  Swift  had  but  two  in« 
tervlews  with  Walpole,  the  one  in  public,  the  other  in 
private. .  To  what  paflcd  in  the  former,  there  were  fc* 
veral  vitQcfles;  to  the  latter^  no  one  but  theaifelves. 

Of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


t2!t  ^HE    LIFE   6f 

Of  what  then  paflfed  between  theat,  Sirift  hfli.gi«ea4 
dlftinA  accoonc  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Petcffaoroi^^ 
which  he  defires  might  be  fliewn  to  Walpole;  If  WaU 
pole  afterwards  reprelknted  anything  in  a  diffeieitt  Hgh^ 
ivhofe  teftiaiony  is  to  be  credited  i  That  of  a  man  a£ 
long  tried  integrity,  and  undoabted  Teracityi  giTii)^ 
an  account  of  a  tranfaftion,  wherein  he  fuftained  a  part 
exadly  fuitable  16  his  whole  chara£ker  and  conduft  ia . 
life :  or  that  of  a  wily  Statefman^  who  ftuck  at  nothing 
to  anfwer  his  endsi  charging  Swift  with  A  faA^  utterly 
incompatible  with  his  well  known  wifdom  and  grandeur 
of  mind,  and  which  muft  have  (hewn  him  ih  the  light 
of  a  perfeft  changeling.  But  it  doeft  not  appear  that 
Walpole  hiilifelf  ever  made  any  fucli  charge;  Nor  was 
it  neceflary ;  his  end  might  be  better^  and  more  ieciirely 
anfwered  without  it«  Hints  and  innuendos  were  fuffi^ 
eient  materials  for  his  tools  to  work  upon^  and  fabric 
cate  What  ftories  they  pleafedf  which  were  indufbioufly 
propagated  ^ith  the  ftrongeft  afleveratidns  of  their 
truth,  by  all  their  pardfans^  and  this  was  one  farourtni 
method  then  in  ufe^  of  undermining  thofe  charaAer% 
Wbith  they  could  not  dpenly  aflault  *•  1  have  been  the 
longer  on  this  article,  becaufe  it  is  the  heavicft  chai^ 

*  Of  thb  there  was  a  fhottgioftsn^givea  in  regaid  to  William  Ship* 
pen  I  the  hone^ft  man,  and  trneft  patriot  that  then  fate  in  the  HcMtft.  ^ 
When  Walpete  fbnod,  afer  repeated  trials^  thst  hit  Wrtoe  irat  proof 
againft  all  the  oiers  he  eoold  nlakc»  it  was  ^rcu  oai  bjr  hit  emiflarii^ 
that  he  privately  receiT^  a  penfion  fiom  him ;  and  that  he  was  paw 
mitted  to  a£^  the  part  of  s  patriot,  in  Order  to  keep  his  ififlQence  with 
his  party,  on  certain  occafions,  that  he  might  be  of  more  efieduil 
ierrice  in  matters  of  greater  concern.  And  this  report  Wu  ib  in- 
daftrionfly  fpread»  and  with  inch  confidence^  that  mrnay  gave  credk  m 
it  during  his  life.  Nor  were  they  nndeceivtd  till  it  was  found  that 
after  his  deaths  this  worthy  man,  who  had  lived  with  the  otmoft  fin* 
gality,  left  no  more  behind  him  than  his  paterhal  efiate,  which  was 
barely  fnlBcient  to  intitle  Urn  to  sfinu  ia  Parlianfent^  and  fifty  j^onnlJi 
ia  caih,  pccnliarly  sppropiated  to  At  dHifCi  of  his  fimcrd. 

brought 
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bmtiglitiigainft  Swift,  and  fuch  as  would  at  once  deftrof 
the  integiiiy  of  his  charader :  and  becaufe  there  never 
was  any  calumny  more  induftrioufly  propagated  by  the 
whok  body  of  the  Whigs,  or  more  generally  believed. 
And  this  too.  not  among  the  middling  clals  of  man*^ 
kind,  but  by  perfons  of  high  rank  and  character.  Of 
which  I  have  a  remarkable  inftance  now  before  me,  in 
an  anecdote  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Clarke,  for^ 
merly  my  tutor  in  the  College,  among  feveral  others 
c^HeAed  by  him  relative  to  Swift,  which  is  as  follows: 
M  When  Lord  Chefterfield  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-» 
kmd,  I  was  prefent  at  his  giving  an  account  of  Swift^ 
which,  from  a  lefs  creditable  author,  would  be  utterly 
diibelieved.  He  faid,  that  to  his  knowledge  Swift 
flaade  an  offer  of  his  pen  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole :  that 
the  terms  were,  his  getting  a  preferment  in  England, 
equal  to  what  he  had  in  Ireland;  and  that  Sir  Robert 
re)e6ted  the  offer }  which  Lord  Chefterfield  faid  he 
would  not  have  done,  had  he  been  in  Sir  Robert's 
place.  The  whole  of  this  tranfaftion  fccms  extremely 
improbable,  particularly  what  he  added,  that  the  per«- 
fon  who  introduced  him  was  the  fanums  Chartres.*^ 
Good  Heavens!  Swift  brought  by  the  notorious 
Chartres  to  proftitute  himfelf  to  Walpole,  and  this 
aflerted  as  a  fad  by  Lord  Chefterfield  1  But  his  Lord- 
ihip  kept  7«ry  bad  company  in  thofe  days :  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  but  this  ftory  was  told  him  by  Chartres, 
and  he  conlidored  his  brother  gambler  as  a  man  of 
honour. 

Swift  had  fct  out  for  Ireland  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  early  in  the  November  following  appeared  Gulli- 
ver's Travels.  As  he  had  kept  a  profound  filence  with 
regard  to  this  .Work,  nor  ever  once  mentioned  it  to  any 
of  his  neareft  friends  during  his  ftay  in  England,  they 
wore  at  firft  in  fome  doubt  whether  it  were  his  or  not : 

and 
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and  yet  they  concluded^  as  was  done  6n  a  finiilar  ofi*' 

cafion^  that  it  nriuft  be  aui  Era/mi  aut  DiaML    Thtf 
all  wrote  to  him  about  it,  confidering  it  as  his,  ahd  yet 
at  the  facne  time  kept  a  referve^  as  having  fome  reafona 
to  be  dubious  about  it.    Gay,  in  a  letter,  November  iji 
1726,  writes  to  him  thus.     *'  About  ten  days  ago  a 
book  was  publifhed  here  of  the  Travels  of  6ne  GuUU 
ver,  which  hath  been  the  converfation  of  the  whole 
town  ever  fince  :  the  whole  impreflion  fold  in  a  week  9 
and  nothing  is  more  diverting  than  to  he^r  the  differ-: 
ent  opinions  people  give  of  it,  though   all  agree  ki 
liking  it  extremely.     'Tis  generally  faid  that  you  are 
the  author,  but  I  am  told  the  bookfeller  declares  he 
knows  not  from  what  hand  it  came.    From  the  higheft 
to  the  lowed  it  is  univerfally  read,  from  the  Cabinet 
Council  to  the  nurfcry.     You  may  fee  by  this  you  are 
not  much  injured  by  being  fuppofcd  the  author  of  this 
piece.     If  you  are,  you  have  difobliged  us,  and  two 
or  three  of  your  bcft  friends,  in  not  giving  us  the  leaft 
hint  of  it.     Perhaps  I  may  all  this  time  be  talking  to 
you  of  a  book  you  have  never  feen,  and  which  hath  not 
yet  reached  Ireland  ;  if  it  hath  not,  1  believe  what  we 
have  faid  will  be  fuificient  to  recommend  it  to  your 
reading,  and  that  you  will  order  me  to  fend  it  to  you." 
In  like  manner  Pope  fays,    "  Motte  received  the  copy^ 
he  tells  me,  he  knew  not  from  whence,  nor  from  whom» 
dropped  at  his  houfe  in  the  dark,  *  from  a  hackney* 
coach :  by  computing  the  time,  I  found  it  was  after 
you  left  England,   fo  for  my  part  I  fufpend  my  judg*^ 
ment."     This  proceeding  of  Swift's  might  at  firft  view 
be  confidered  as  one  of  his  whims,  but  that  it  was  his 
conftant  practice  in  all  his  former  works  of  confequencc^ 
which  he  fent  fecretly  into  the  world  to  make  their  owa 
way  as  well  as  they  could,  according  to  their  intrinfic 
merits  without  any  advantage  which  they  might  derive 

from 
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from  the  author's  reputation.  Nor  was  he  fever  known 
to  put  his  name  to  any  of  hi§  publications,  except  hii 
letter  to  Lord  Oxford  aBout  the  Englilh  language;  It 
IS  probable  he  took  great  plcafure  in  hearihg  the  Vari- 
ous opinions  of  the  world  updn  hFs  writings,  freely  de- 
livered before  him  while  he  remained  Unknown;  and 
the  doubts  of  Pope  an^  Gay,  occafioned  by  his  pro- 
found fccrecy  on  that  head,  muft  have  given  him  ri6 
fmall  entertainment.  However  this  extraordinary  work, 
bearing  the  ftamp  of  fuch  an  original  and  uncommon 
genius,  revived  his  fame  in  England,  after  fo  long  ih 
abfenCe,  and  added  new  luftre  to  his  reputariort. 

In  his  return  to  Dublin^  upon  notice  that  the  (hip  ih 
which  he  failed  was  in  the  bay,  fcvcral  Heads  of  the 
different  corporations,  and  principal  citlzeiis  of  Dub^ 
lin,  went  out  to  meet  hinn  in  a  great  number  of  wher^* 
Ties  engaged  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  wflcoine  him 
back*  He  had  the  pleafure  to  find  his  friend  Dr.  She- 
ridan, in  company  with  a  number  of  his  intimates,  at 
the  fide  of  his  fliip)  ready  to  receive  him  into  their 
boat,  with  the  agreeable  tidings,  that  Mrs.  Johnfon 
was  paft  all  danger.  The  boats  adorned  with  ftrcamers^ 
and  colours,  in  which  were  many  emblematical  devices, 
made  a  fine  appearance  3  and  thus  was  the  Drapicr 
brought  to  his  landing-place  in  a  kind  of  triumph^ 
where  he  was  received  and  welcomed  on  ihore  by  a  mul- 
titude of  his  grateful  countrymen,  by  whom  he  Was 
eonduftcd  to  his  houfc  amid  repeated  acclamations^  of 
Long  live  the  Brapier.  The  bells  were  all  fct  ^  ringings 
and  bonfires  kindled  in  every  ftreet.  As  there  never 
was  an  inftance  of  fuch  honours  being  paid  to  any  mor^* 
tal  in  that  country,  of  whatever  rank  or  ftation,  Swift 
muft  have  been  a  Stoic  indeed^  not  to  hare  been  highly 
gratified  with  thefe  unexpeded,  unfollicited  marks  o( 
favour^  from  his  grateful  fcllow-citizena. 

CL  But 
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^utf  whateytr  fatisfaAion  he  nmght  have  in  his  newfy 
acquired  popularity^  and  the  confequential  power  it 
gave  him  of  being  of  fbme  ufc  to  his  country  >  yet  the 
long  difguft  he  had  entertained  at  the  management  of 
at  pabfic  affairs ;   the  deplorable  ftate  of  fhvery  to 
which  the  kingdom  was  reduced  5  the  wretched  poverty, 
and  numberlefs  mifcries,  painted  by  him  fo  often  in 
itrong  colours,  entailed  by  this  nieans  on  the  bulk  of 
the  natives,    and  their  pofterity ;  had  long  made  him 
l^efolve,  when  opportunity  (bould  offer,  to  change  the 
icene,  and  breache  a  freer  air  in  a  land  of  liberty.    His 
fail  fliort  vifit  to  his  friends  ferved  to  whet  his  refolu- 
xicxi,  and  revived  the  defire  which  he  had  of  returning 
.to  a  country,  where,  as  he  exprefles  himfelf  in  a  letter 
to  Gay,  he  had  paffcd  the  bcft  and  greateft  part  of  his- 
life,  where  he  had  made  his  friend(hips>  and  where  he 
had  left  his  defires*     He  was  at  a  time  of  life  too,  be- 
ing then  in  his  fixtieth  year,  which  called  for  retke- 
ment^  and  afflifted  with  diforders  which  impaired  the 
vigour  of  his  mind,  and  gave  him  frightful  apprehen- 
lions  that  the  lofs  of  bis  mental  faculties  would  precede 
the  di{]x>Iution  of  bis  frame.     He  had  no  ambition  left, 
of  which  wc  find,  even  in  his  prime,  he  had  very  little, 
except  that  of  the  nobleft  kind,  arifing  from  a  defire  of 
.fcrving  the  publick,  and  his  friends,  without  any  mix- 
ture of  fclf.     As  his  view  was  to  make  an  exchange  of 
his  preferments  in  Ireland,  for  fomething  like  an  equU 
valent  in  England,  though  not  fully  equal  to  them  in 
point  cither  of  dignity  or  income,  he  thought  the  mat- 
ter might  be  eafily  accomplilhed  with  but  little  kitereft;. 
and  this  he  had  reafon  to  hope  would  not  be  wanting, 
from  che  many  hint*  he  had  received,  that  the  Princefe 
was  very  defirous  of  bringing  it  to  bear.     With  this 
'  view  he  kept  up  a  corrcfpondence  with  Mrs.  Howard, 
in  which  fevefal  civilities,  in  hi&.  fingular  way>  paiied 
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tt>  the  Princcfs:  He  fcnt  to  the  former  a  pitcc  of  Irilh 
filk>  of  a  fabrick  peculiar  to  that  country,  which  the 
Princcfs,  a&  foon  as  flie  faw  it,  fcizcd  on  for  her  own 
•xife,  and  dcfircd  that  more  of  the  fame  kind  might  be 
fent  over  for  the  Princcflcs :  this  commiflion  went  ttf 
him  from  Mrs.  Howard,  telling  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  (he  would  i-emit  the  coft,  in  what  Way  he  fliould 
judge  fafcft :  but  Swift,  as  he  expreiTes  himfclf  in  a 
letter  to  Ladj  Betty  Germaine,  was  too  gallant  to  hear 
of  any  offers  of  payment.  He  had  received  fcveral 
accounts  from  his  friends,  that  the  Princcfs  often  fpoke 
of  him  with  great  regard.  Among  others,  Dr.  Ar-t 
buthnot  fays,  ^^  I  had  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  wich 
your  friend,  her  Royal  Highnefs.  She  infilled  upon 
your  wit,  and  good  converfation.  I  told  het  Royal 
Highnefs,  that  was  not  what  I  valued  you  for^  but  for 
being  a  fincere,  honed:  man,  and  fpeaking  the  truths 
when  others  were  afraid  of  fpeaking  it.*' 

As  he  had  nothing  to  detain  him  in  Dublin,  Mri^ 
Johnfon  being  to  all  appearance  in  a  tolerable  date  ot 
health,  he  fet  out  for  London  early  in  March.  But 
firft  gave  notice  to  Mrs.  Howard  of  his  intended  jour- 
ney. From  the  following  paragraph  in  this  letter,  we 
may  judge  on  what  free  terms  he  lived  with  the  Prin- 
ccfs, and  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  familiar  manner 
of  his  converfing  with  her.  "  I  defire  you  will  order 
her  Koyal  Highnefs  to  go  to  Richmond  as  foon  as  Ihe 
can  this  Sufnmcr,  becaufc  (he  will  have  the  pleafure  of 
my  neighbourhood  j  for  I  hope  to.  be  in  London  by  the 
middle  of  March,^and  I  do  not  love  you  much  when* 
you  are  there."  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  in  Lon-^ 
don,  he  never  faw  the  Princcfs  'till  (he  removed  to 
Richmond;  of  which  he  gives  this  account  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Sheridan,  Miy  13.  '*  I  have  at  laft  feen  the 
Princcfs  twice  this  week  by  her  own  command :  (lie  re- 

0^2  tains 
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tainsf  her  old  civUityy  and  I,  my  old  freedom/'  EuC 
Walpolc  and  his  party  kept  no  farther  nneafures  witb 
!himy  of  which  ht  makes  the  following  mention  in  the 
fame  letter.  "  I  am  in  high  difpleafure  with  Walpolc^ 
and  his  partizans.  A  great  man,  who  was  very  kind 
to  me  laft  year,  doth  not  take  the  lead  notrce  of  me  at 
the  Prince's  Courts  and  there  hath  not  been  one  of 
them  to  fee  me."  Perhaps  the  confcioufnefs  of  the  bafc 
means  they  ufed  to  wound  his  chara6):er^  might  have 
bccafioned  this  change  in  their  behaviour.  For  had  the 
charge  laid  againft  him  been  founded^  it  would  have 
been  a  moft  unaccountable  caufe  of  quarrel  to  Swift  oa 
the  fide  of  Walpole's  partifans,  that  he  had  offered  his 
icrvice  to  that  party,  though  its  being  rcje6tcd>  might 
be  a  juft  foundation  of  refcntment  on  his  fide. 

Swift  had  for  fome  time  formed  a  defigo  of  palling 
6>me  months  in  France  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
and  was  juft  upon  the  point  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, when  the  unexpcdled  news  of  the  King's  death 
made  him  poftpone  it.  As  a  total  change  of  meafures 
'(vas  expeftcd  to  follow  from  this  event,  more  flatter- 
ing profpcfl?  were  opened  to  him,  than  any  he  could 
have  in  view  duripg  the  late  reign.  As  the  Tories, 
upon  the  breach  between  the  late  King  and  Prince, 
were  well  received  at  Leiccfter-houfc,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  they  would  no  longer  be  profcribcd  as  for- 
merly. Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  June  24^ 
1727,  gives  the  following  view  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs at  that  time.  *'  The  talk  is  now  for  a  mo- 
derating fcheme,  wherein  no-body  (hall  be  ulcd  worfc 
or  better,  for  being  called  Whig  and  Toryv  and 
the  King  hath  received  both  with  great  equality, 
'fliewing  civilities  to  fcvcral,  who  are  openly  known 
to  be  the  latter.  I  prevailed  with  a  dozen,  that  w.c 
fliould  go  in  a  line  to.kifs   the  King's  and  Queen's 

hands. 
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hands  *.  We  have  now  done  with  repining,  if  wc 
ihall  be  ufed  well,  and  not  baited  as  formcriy  ;  we  all 
agree  in  it,  and  if  things  do  not  niend,  it  is  not  our 
faults  ;  we  have  made  our  offers:  if  otherwife,  wc  arc 
as  we  were.  It  is  agreed  the  Miniftry  will  be  changed, 
btit  the  others  will  have  a  foft  fall ;  although  the  King 
muft  be  exceflive  generous  if  he  forgives  the  treatment 
of  fome  people  f  .'* . 

0.3  I» 

*  Smfc  fays,  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine,  that  on  dus  oc- 
caiion  he  was  particalarly  diftinguifhed  by  the  Queen. 

t  It  was  generally  fuppofed  on  the  acceffion  of  the  late  King,  dnt 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  wonld  have  been  corned  out  of  hts  employoienta 
with  difgrace,  as  it  was  well  known  that  both  the  Prince  and  Princefi 
had  retained  Areng  refentments  againil  him,  on  account  of  fome  parts 
ef  his  behaviour  cowards  them,  dsring  the  rupture  between  the  two 
Courts.  Accordingly  on  the  death  of  the  old  King,  fome  im«iediati$ 
proofs  were  given  that  fuch  was  the  intention!  Sir  Robert  was  himfeif 
the  bearer  of  the  tidings-,  and  arriving  in  the  night  when  the  Prince 
was  a  bed,  fent  to  defire  an  audience,  upon  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft 
confequence,  which  would  admit  of  no  delay.  The  Prince  reflifed  to 
ice  him,  and  ordered  him  to  fend  in  his  buiinefs.  Upon  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  lace  King,  and  faid  he  waited 
there  to  receive  his  Majefly's  commands.  The  King  ftill  perfided  in 
rcfufing  to  fee  him,  and  bade  him  fend  Sir  Spencer  Compton  to  him 
immediately.  Sir  Robert  now  plainly  faw  his  downfall  had  been  pre- 
determined, and  haftened  to  Sir  Spencer  with  humbled  tenders  of  his 
iervice,  begging  his  prote£lion,  and  earneiUy  entreating;  tkat  he 
would  ikreen  him  from  farther  perfecution.  When  this  fbry  had  got 
abroad,  the  habitation  of  the  laft  Miniiler  became  defolate,  and  the 
whole  tribe  of  courtiers,  as  ufual,  crowded  to  the  levee  of  the  new 
favourite.  Yet,  in  no  long  fpace  of  time  afterwards,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  whole  world,  Sir  Robert  was  reinftated  in  his  pofts,  and 
appeared  in  as  high  favour  as  ever.  Various  were  the  conjectures  of 
the  people  upon  the  means  employed  by  him  to  fupplant  his  compe« 
titer,  and  reinflate  himfelf  in  full  poffeffion  of  his  power,  while  the 
true  ciii^e  of  this  furpiriiiAg  change,  remAined  a  fecret,  and  was  known 
only  to  a  very  ^w :  nor  has  it  yet  been  pubiicjidy  .divulged  to  the 
«rarld. 

Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  George  the  Fird,  it  is  well  knows  the 
)^'J^igs  divided  among  themfelves,  and  fplit  into  two  parties  in  violent 

oppoAuQti 
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In  the  midft  of  this  buftlc,  after  vicwiog  the  ftate  of 
thingSj  Swifc  fcems  to  have  had  by  no  means  the  fame 
fanguine  expedatiohs  that  other$  of  his  party  enter-? 
tained  ^  for  he  fays  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan^  July  r^ 
1727.—**  Here  are  a  thoufand  fchemes  wherein  they 
would  have  me  engaged^  which  I  embraced  but  coldly^ 
becaufe  I  like  none  of  them."  And  having  fome  re- 
turn pf  his  diforder,  he  once  more  refqlved  for  France, 

oppolition  to  each  other.  Sunderland,  Stanhope^  and  Cadogan^  were 
the  leaders  of  one  iide ;  Townfliend,  Walpole»  DevonftiirCf  and  the 
Chancellor,  of  the  other.  It  happened  at  that  time  that  the  former 
Were  vidoriou9 ;  and  the  difcardcd  party,  in  re&ntment,  paid  theii* 
ooart  at  Leicefter>houfe.  Walpoie  had  thought  of  a  particular  mea^ 
fure  to  diitrefs  their  opponents,  which  he  communicated  tp  the  heads 
of  his  party  ;  it  was  approved  ofj  and  fome  of  them  thought  that  tha 
Prince  fliould  be  let  into  it ;  but  Walpoie  would  by  no  me^s  agree  tq 
this»  and  in  his  ufual  coarfe  way,  faid.  That  the  Prince  would  com- 
municate it  to  his  wife,  ^d  that  fat  a d  bitch  would  divulge  th^ 

iecret.  %  ibme  means  or  other  the  Princefs  was  informed  of  this  | 
and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  impreffion  which  fo  grofs  an  affioaf 
l^ad  made  on  the  mind  of  a  woman,  and  a  woman  of  her  rank  toO| 
w^s  not  eafily  to  be  erafed.  Mantt  aha  mtntt  rtp^ftm^  &c.  After  the 
nccefTary  bufinefs  upon  the  new  acceiTion  had  been  finished,  the  affair 
of  the  Queen's  fettlement,  in  cafe  fhe  Ihould  outlive  the  King,  came 
on  the  carpet.  Her  Majefty  e.xpedUd  that  it  (hopld  be  at  the  rate  of 
|oo,oool.  a  year ;  but  Sir  Spencer  Compton  would  not  agree  to  this, 
^mi  thought  6o,ocol.  an  ample  proviiion,  and  as  i|iuch  as  could  b« 
propofed  with  any  profpcdt  of  fucccfs.  While  this  difputc  fubfifted, 
Sir  Robert  Walpoie  found  means  to  acquaint  the  Queen  privately  by 
one  of  his  confidents,  that  if  he  were  Mbiiler,  he  would  undertake  to 
fecure  to  her  the  fettlement  ihe  demanded.  Upon  which  the  Queen 
fcnt  him  back  this  remarkable  anfw^r ;  ••  Go  lell  Sir  Robert  that  the  fat 

a d  bitch  has  forgiven  him."     He  was  accordingly,  foon  after,  by 

|he  well-known  afccndancy  which  thp  Qneen  had  over  the  King,  de^ 
clared  firlt  MInifter ;  and  Sir  Spencer  Compton  Tempved  to  the  Upp*^ 
Houfe,  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Wilmington, 

This  anecdote  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  late  Dr.  Campbel, 
who  was  well  known  to  have  pried  more  inio  the  fecret  fprings  of 
aftion,  and  to  have  had  better  opportunities  of  bcin^  informed  of 
them,  than  mod  men  of  his  time. 

But: 
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Btit,  as  he  fays  himfelf>  he  was  with  great  vehemence 
difluaded  from  it  by  certain  perfens,  whom  he  co^ld  nof 
<lifobey*     Thcfc  were  Lord  Bolingbroke,   and  Mr^^ 
Howard.    The  former  writes  thus  to  Mm^  in  a  letter 
Jtine  24,  1727 :    •*  There  would  not  be  common  fcnfc 
in  your  going  iato  France  at  this  junfture^  even  if  yoi* 
intended  to  fiay  there  long  enough  to  draw  the  fole 
pleafure  and  profit  which  I  propofe  you  ihduld  have  19 
the  acquaintance  I  asn  ready  to  give  you  there.    Much 
leisiQiughtyou  to  think  of  fuch  an  unmeaning  journeys 
when  the  opportunity  of  quitting  Irelamd  &r  England^ 
is,  I  believe,  fairly  before  you."    Of  whi^t  pafled  be-^ 
tween  him  and  Mrs.  Howa^,  jie  gives  the  following 
account  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine :  ^  In  a  fe# 
weeks  after  the  King's  death,  I  found  myfelf  not  wfeHj 
and  was  r^folved  tp  <take  a  crip  to  Paris  for  ttry  healthy 
having  an  opportunity  of  doiiag  it  with  fome  skjvantagei 
and  recommendations.     But  my  friends  advifed  me  firft 
to  confttlt  Mrs.  Howard,  becaufe  as  ihey  knew  lefs  of 
Courts  than  I,  they  were  ftropgly  poffefled  chat  the  pro-* 
mife  made  me  might  fiacceed^  fince  a  change  was  all  t 
:derired»     I  writ  to  her  for  bcro|>inion;  andparticu* 
larly  conjured  her^  fincc  I  bad  long  donC  With  Courf^ 
not  to  ufe  me  like  a  Cowtier,  but  give  me  her  lincere 
advice,   which  (he  did^  both  in  a  letter,  and  to  fomt 
friends.     It  was,  **  By  all  means  not  to  go ;  h  woul4 
look  fingular,  and  perhaps  difaffeded ;  and  my  friends 
enlarged  upon  nhc  good  intencions  of  the  Court  towards 
me.*'     Upon  this  Swift  gave  up  his  intended  journeyi 
and  refolv^d  to  wait  the  iSkt  of  ^he  prefcnt  conjonc* 
xure;  though  from  his  long  acquaintance  with  Courts^ 
and  frequent  difappointments,  he  put  no  great  confi- 
dence in  the  alTurances  given  him.     But  he  was  fboQi 
43bliged  to  alter  his  meafuresj  for  being  attacked  with 
^long  and  violent  fit  of  his  old  complaint^  and  at  the 
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Cirhe  time  receiving  alarming  accounts  from  IffIj|a<I| 
|hat  Mrs.  Johnfon  had  rclapfcd,  vyith  little  hopes  of  heJr- 
r.ccovery,  he  fct  out  for  that  kingdom,  Qh  the  firft 
abatement  of  his  illuefs*     Before  his  departure,  he  took 
kave  of  thp  Queen  in  a  polite  letter  tq  Mrs^  HQward, 
apolQgiGag  for  not  doing  it  in  perfon  in  the  following 
pafiage  :    ^'  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all  your 
(civilitiesj  and  Ih^U  retain  the  remembrance  of  theni 
jiuring  my  lifp«     I  hope  you  will  favoyr  me  fq  far  a^ 
(o  prefept  my  moft  humble  (duty  to  the  Queen,  and  tq 
dcfcribe  to  her  Majcfty  my  fprrow,  that  my  djforder  wa^ 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  make  me  inc^pablp  qf  attend- 
ing her,  as  (be  was  pleafed  tq  permit  me.     I  fhall  pafa 
the  ^em^inder  of  my  life  with  the  ptmoit  gratitude  for 
}ier  Majefty's  favours,"  &c. 

On  his  arrival  in  Dublin  be  found  Mrs.  Johnfon  in 

|Jie  lz&.  ftage  of  a  decay,  withopt  the  fmalleft  hope  of 

iicr  recoyery.     He  had  the  rpifcry  of  attending  her  \n 

this  (late)  and  of  daily  fleeing  the  gradual  advances  of 

death  during  four  or  five  months ;  and  in  the  mqnth  of 

January  he  was  deprived,  ^s  he  himfelf  e^^prefTes  it,  of 

the  trueft,  moft  yirtisous,  and  valuable  friend>  that  he^ 

or  perhaps  any  qther  pcrfo^  was  ever  blefled  with.    Such 

a  Ipf^  ^t  hi;  time  of  life  wa$  irreparable.     She  had  bee^ 

grained  by  l^im  from  her  childhoqd,  and  had  been  his 

popftant  companion  fqr  five-and-thirty  years,  with  every 

merit  pwards  him  that  it  was  ppITible  for  pne  humai) 

icre^ture  to  liaye  tqward^  anqther.     His  whole  plan  of 

Jife  was  now  changed,  and  with  it  all  his  domeftip  com* 

forts  vanllhed.    The  only  chance  he  could  have  had  of 

^njoying  the  remainder  of  his  day$  with  any  fatisfac- 

^)qn,  wquld  h*ve  been  the  carrying  into  execution  his 

prppofcd  remoyal  tp  England,  tq  iiye  among  his  old 

jfriends ;  but  he  foon  found  that  all  expedations  from 

^ftt  qu^rtcf  v^erc  ap  an  cri4.    In  this  forlorn  ftatc  he 

found 
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found  himfclf  doomed  to  pafs  the  remnant  of  his  life 
in  exile,  iii  a  country  which  was  one  of  the  laft  he 
would  have  chofen  fpr  his  abode.     But  his  fpirit  was 
too  great  to  grve  way  to  defpqndence ;  and  deprived  as 
he  was  of  the  chief  comforts  which  might  alleviate  the 
evils  attendant  on  encrea(ing  years ;    difappointed  in 
the  only  view  which  could  make  him  look  forward  with 
hopes  of  any  fatisfaftion  or  enjoyment  to  himfelf ;  he 
turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  the  good  and  happinefs 
of  others.     "With  this  view  he  entered  more  earneftly 
into  a  twofold  fccnc  of  action:  one  with  regard  to  the 
public  at  large;  the  other,  with  refpeft  to  private  indi- 
viduals.    In   the   farmer,    out  of  compafllon  to   the 
blindnefs  and  infatuation  of  the  people,  he  laid  open, 
in  a  variety  of  publications,  the  chief  fources  of  the 
diftrefles  and  miferies  under  which  that  unhappy  coun- 
try laboured  j  at  the  fame  time  pointing  out  the  means 
by  which  they  might  be  alleviated,  or  removed,     la 
the  latter,  he  increafed  his  attention  to  fome  of  the  beft 
planned,  and  beft  conduced  charities,  that  ever  were 
fupportcd  from  a  private  purfe.     In  this  refpeft,  there 
probably  was  no  man  in  the  Britilh  dominions,  who  ei- 
ther gave  fo  much  in  proportion  to  his  fortune,  or  dif^ 
pofed  of  it  to  fuch  advantage.     From  the  time  he  was 
out  of  debt,  after  his  fettlement  at  the  deanery,  he  di- 
vided his  income  into  three  equal   Ihares.     One  of 
thcfe  he  appropriated  to  his  own  immediate  fupport, 
and  his  domeftic  expences;    which,   in   thofe  cheap 
times,  with  the  aid  of  ftridt  ceconomy,  enabled  him  to 
live  in  a  manner  perfectly  agreeable  to  his  own  ideas, 
and  not  unfuitable  to  his  rank.  .  The  fecond  he  laid  up 
as  a  provifion  againfl:  the  accidents  of  life,  and  ulti* 
mately  with  a  view  to  a  charitable  foijncjation  at  his 
death.     And  the  third,    he  conftantly  difpofed  of  ia 
charities  to  the  poor,  and  liberalities  to  the  diftrciTcd. 

^       *       '    A, 
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As  he  fought  out  proper  objeds  for  this,  with  great 
caution  and  attention^  trufting  little  to  the  reprefent&4 
cion  of  others^  but  feeing  every  thing  with  his  own 
tycsy  perhaps  no  equal  fuoi  difpofed  of  in  that  way  was 
ever  produi^ive  bf^fo  much  good.  There  was  one  fpe- 
cies  of  charity  firft  ftruck  out  by  him^  which  was  at- 
tended with  the  greateft  benefit  to  nnmbers  of  the  loweft 
clafs  of  tradefmen.  ^  Soon  after  he  was  out  of  debt^ 
the  firfl:  five  hundred  pounds  which  he  could  call  his 
own,  he  lent  out  to  poor  induftrious  tradefmen  in  fmall 
fums  of  five,  and  ten  pounds,  to  be  repaid  weekly,  at 
two  or  four  (hillings,  without  intercflr.  As  the  fums 
thus  weekly  paid  in,  were  lent  out  again  to  others  at  a 
particular  day  in  each  month,  this  quick  circulation 
doubled  the  benefit  ari(ing  from  the  original  fum.  Iq 
order  to  infure  this  fund  from  diminution,  he  laid  it 
down  as  a  rule  that  none  Ihould  be  partakers  of  it,  who 
could  not  give  good  fecurity  for  the  regular  repay menf: 
of  it  in  the  manner  propofedt  for  it  was  a  maxim 
with  him,  that  any  one  known  by  his  neighbours  to  be 
an  honed,  fober,  and  induftrious  man,  would  readily 
find  fuch  fecurity ;  while  the  idle  and  diflblute  would 
by  this  means  be  excluded.  Nor  did  they  who  entered 
into  fuch  fecurities  run  any  great  rifque ;  for  if  the  bor« 
rower  was  not  punftual  in  his  weekly  payments,  imme^- 
diate  notice  of  it  was  fent  to  them,  who  obliged  him 
to  be  more  punftual  for  the  future.  Thus  did  this  fund 
continue  undiminifhed  to  the  lafl ;  and.  fmall  as  the 
fpring  was,  yet,  by  continual  flowing,  it  watered  and 
enriched  the  humble  vale  through  which  it  ran,  ftill 
extending  and  widening  it's  courfe.  1  have  been  well 
afTured  from  different  quarters,^  that  many  families  ia 
Publin,  now  living  in  great  credit,  owed  the  founda? 
tion  of  their  fortunes,  to  the  fums  &rA  borrowed  from 
this  fund* 
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His  rrputation  for  wifdom  and  integrity  was  fo  greac> 
that  he  was  confulted  by  the  fcveral  corporations  in  all 
matters  relative  to  trad^,  and  chofen  unopire  of  any 
differences  among  thenii  nor  was  there  ever  any  appeal 
from  his  fentence.  In  a  city  where  the  police  was  per- 
haps on  a  worfe  footing  than  that  of  any  in  Europe,  he 
xn  a  great  meafure  fupplied  the  deficiency,  by  his  owa 
perfonal  authority,  taking  notice  of  all  public  nuifan^ 
ces,  and  feeing  them  removed.  He  aflumed  the  office 
of  Cenfor  General,  which  he  rendered  as  formidable  as 
that  of  ancient  Rome.  In  fliort,  what  by  the  acknow- 
ledged fupcriority  of  his  talents,  his  inflexible  integrity, 
^nd  his  unwearied  endeavours  in  ferving  the  public,  he 
obtained  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  his  countrymen^  as 
perhaps  no  private  citizen  ever  attained  in  any  age  or 
country.  He  was  known  over  the  whole  kingdom  by 
the  title  of  The  Dean,  given  to  him  by  way  of  pre- 
eminence, as  it  were  by  common  confenti  and  when 
The  Dean  was  mentioned,  it  always  carried  with  it  the 
i^ea  of  the  firft  and  greateft  man  in  the  kingdom.  The 
pEAN  faid  this;  the  dean  did  that;  whatever  he  faid 
pr  did  was  received  as  infallibly  right;  with  the  famt* 
degree  of  implicit  credit  given  to  it,  as  was  paid  to  the 
Stagyrite  of  old,  or  to  the  modern  Popes.  Wc  may 
judge  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  influence,  from  a  paflTagc 
in  a  letter  of  Lord  Carteret  to  him,  March  24,  1732^ 
who  was  at  that  time  Chief  Governor  of  Ireland,  "  I 
know  by  experience  how  much  the  City  of  Dublin 
thinks  itfelf  under  your  protcftion  ;  and  how  ftriftly 
they  ufcd  to  obey  all  orders  fulminated  from  the  fove- 
fcignty  of  St.  Patrick's.'*  And  in  the  poflifcript  to  an- 
other of  March  24,  1736,  he  fays,  "When  people  aflc 
me  how  I  governed  Ireland  ?  I  fay,  that  I  pleafcd  Dr^ 
Swift." 

But  great  as  his  popularity  was,  it  was  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  middling^  and  lower  clafs  of  mankind.   To 

the. 
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the  former  of  thefe  his  chief  applications  were  made> 
opon  a  maxim  of  his  own,  "  That  the  little  virtue  left 
in  the  world,  is  chiefly  to  be  found  among  the  middle 
rank  of  mankind,  who  arc  neither  allured  out  of  her 
paths  by  ambition,  nor  driven  by  poverty." 

All  of  this  clafs  he  had  fecured  almoft  to  a  man. 
And  by  the  lower  ranks,  and  rabble  in  general,  he  was 
reverenced  almoft  to  adoration*  They  were  poffeflcd 
with  an  enthufiaftic  love  to  his  perfon,  to  proteft  which 
they  would  readily  hazard  jheir  lives ^  yet  on  his  ap- 
pearance atpong  them,  they  felt  fomething  like  a  reli- 
gious awe,  as  if  in  the  prefence  of  onp  of  a  fuperior 
order  of  beings.  At  the  very  fight  of  him,  when  en- 
gaged in  any  riotous  proceedings,  they  would  inftantly 
fly  different  ways,  like  fchool-boys  at  the  approach  of 
their  mailer ^  and  he  has  been  often  known,  with  ^ 
word,  and  lifting  up  his  arm,  to  difperfe  mobs,  that 
would  have  ftood  the  brunt  of  the  Civil  and  Military 
power  united. 

As  to  ihe  upper  clafs  of  mankind,  he  looked  upon 
them  as  incorrigible,  and  therefore  had  fcarce  any  in- 
tercourfe  with- them.  He  fays  himfclf,  that  he  hadl 
liccle  perfonal  acquaintance  with  any  Lord  Spiritual  or 
Temporal  in  the  kingdom  j  and  he  confidered  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  general,  as  a 
fee  of  venal  proftitutes,  who  facrificed  their  principles, 
and  betrayed  the  interefts  of  their  country,  to  gratify 
their  ambition  or  avarice.  With  thefe  he  lived  in  9 
continued  Hate  of  warfare,  making  tliem  feel  fcverely 
the  fliarp  (tings  of  his  fatyr  ;  while  they,  on  the  other 
hand,  dreading,  and  therefore  hating  him  more  than 
any  man  in  the  world,  endeavoured  to  retaliate  on  hinm 
by  every  fpecies  of  obloquy. 

During  this  period,  his  faculties  dp  pDt  feem  to  have 
been  at  all  impaired  by  the  near  approaches  of  old  age^ 

an(| 
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and  his  poetical  fountain,  though  not  fo  exuberant  as 
formerly,  ftill  flowed  in  as  clear  and  pure  a  ftrcam* 
One  of  his  laft  Pieces,  Verfes  on  his  own  Death,  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  moft  excellent  of  his  compofitions  in 
that  way.     Nor  arc  two  of  his  other  produftions,  writ- 
ten about  the  fame  time,  entitled,    "An  Epiftle  to  a 
Lady ;"  and  "  A  Rhapfody  on  Poetry,"  inferior  to  any 
of  his  former  Pieces.     The  two  laft  were  written  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  gratify  his  refentment  to  the  Court>  oa 
account  of  fome  unworthy  treatment  he  met  with  from 
that  quarter.     We  have  ali-eady  ken,  by  what  extraor- 
dinary advances  on  her  part,  he  was  allured  to  pdy  his 
attendance  on  the  Princefs,  duri-ng  his  two  laft  vifits  to 
England ;  and  the  feemingly  well  founded  expeftationa 
of  his  friends,  that  fome  marks  of  royal  favour  would 
be  (hewn  him,  both  from  the  uncommonly  good  re- 
ception  he  had  always  met  with,  and  the  many  aflii- 
rances  given  to  that  effcft^     But  from  the  time  that  the 
Princefs  mounted  the  throne,  all  this  was  forgot.    Nqr 
was  this  produdlive  of  any  difappointment  to  Swifr, 
who  had  been  too  converfant  with  Courts,  not  to  look 
upon  the  moft  favourable  appearances  there,  with  dif- 
truft.     Accordingly  on  his  laft  return  to  Ireland,  find- 
ing himfclf  fo  utterly  negleded  by  the  Queen,  as  not 
even  to  receive  fome  medals  which   Ihe  had  promifed 
him,  he  gave  up  all  hopes  of  that  kind,  and  remained 
in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  indifference  with  regard  to  it.     Bur, 
when  he  found  that  his  enemies  had  been  bufy,  inftil- 
ling  into  the  royal  car  many  prejudices  againft  him,  he 
entered  upon  his  defence  with  hJs  ufual  fpirit.     Amon«j» 
other  artifices  employed  to  leflen  him  in  her  Majefty's 
cftccm,  there  were  three  forged  Ittrcrs  delivered  to  the 
Queen  figncd  with  his  name,  written  upon  a  very  ab- 
furd  fubjefl:,  and  in  a  very  unbecoming  ftyle,  which  flic 
cither  did,  or  aflx;fted  to  believe  to  be  genuine.     Swifc 
3  *  .  had 
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had  notice  of  this  from  his  friend  Pope,  who  pro«» 
cured  one  of  the  original- letters  from  the  Countefs 
of  Suffolk^  formerly  Mrs.  Howard^  and  fenc  it  to  hinu 
In  his  indignant  anfwer  to  Pope  on  this  occafion,  he  has 
the  following  paflagcs.  '*  As  for  thofe  three  letters  you 
mention,  fuppofed  all  to  be  written  by  me  to  the  Qjeen, 
on  Mrs.  Barber*s  account,  efpecially  the  letter  which 
^ars  my  name ;  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  apprehenfions 
one  may  be  apt  to  have  of  a  friend's  doing  a  foolifli 
thing)  is  an  effefl  of  kindnefs :  and  God  knows  who  ik 
free  from  playing  the  fool  fomctimc  or  other.  But  in 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  write  to  the  Queen,  who  has  ufed 
me  ill  without  any  caufe,  and  to  write  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  the  letter  you  fent  me,  and  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  and 
to  have  fo  much  zeal  for  one  almoft  a  ftrangcr,  and  to 
make  fuch  a  defcription  of  a  woman,  as  to  prefer  her 
before  all  mankind  ;  and  to  inftance  it  as  one  of  the 
greatell  grievances  of  Ireland,  that  her  Majefly  has 
not  encouraged  Mrs.  Barber,  a  woollen  draper's  wife 
declined  in  the  world,  becaufe  (he  has  a  knack  of  verfi- 
fying ;  was  to  fuppofc,  or  fear,  a  folly  fo  tranfcendent, 
that  no  man  could  be  guilty  of,  who  was  not  fit  for  Bed- 
lam. You  know  the  letter  you  fent  inclofcd  is  not  my 
hand,  and  why  I  fhould  difguife  my  hand,  and  yet  fign 
my  name,  is  unaccountable.  If  the  Queen  had  not  an 
inclination  to  think  ill  of  me,  fhe  knows  me  too  well 
to  believe  in  her  own  heart  that  I  (hould  be  fuch  a  cox- 
comb," &c. 

In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Howard,  then  Countefs  of  Suf- 
folk, he  fays,  "  I  find  from  fevcral  inftanccs  that  1  am 
under  the  Queen's  difpleafure ;  and  as  it  is  ufual  among 
Princes,  without  any  manner  of  reafon.  I  am  told, 
there  were  three  letters  fent  to  her  Majefty  in  relation 
to  one  Mrs.  Barber,  who  is  now  in  London,  and  ioli^ 
citing  for  a  fubfcription  to  her  poems.     It  feems,  the 

Queen 
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<^e€h  thinks  that  thcfe  letters  were  written  by  me  $ 
and  I  fcorn  to  defend  nnyfclf  even  to  her  Majefty» 
grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the  opintoo  I  had  of  her 
jufticej  her  tafte,  and  good  fenfe :  efpecially  when  the 
laft  of  thofe  letters^  whereof  I  have  juft  receired  the 
original  from  Mr.  Pope>  was  figned  with  my  name : 
and  why  I  (hould  difguife  my  band,  which  you  know 
rery  well,  and  yet  write  my  name,  is  both  ridiculous 
and  unaccountable.  I  am  fenfible  I  owe  a  great  deal 
of  this  ufagc  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,"  6?^.  In  this, 
as  well  as  many  other  pafTages  of  his  letters  at  that 
time,  we  fee  he  attributes  the  ill  offices  done  him  with 
the  Queen,  chiefly  to  Walpole^  and  accordingly  he 
determined  to  keep  no  farther  meafurcs  with  him,  but 
^ave  full  fcope  to  his  refentment,  in  thofe  Poems,  at 
well  as  feveral  other  Pieces  publiihed  afterwards.  Up- 
on the  firft  appearance  of  the  two  Poems,  entitled  An 
Epiftlc  to  a  Lady,  and  A  Rhapfody  on  Poetry,  Wal- 
pole  was  exafperated  to  the  higheft  degree.  The  edi- 
tor, printer,  and  publifhers,  were  all  taken  up,  and 
profecutions  commenced  againft  them.  As  he  had  full 
proof  that  Swift  was  the  author,  in  his  firft  tranfport 
of  pafTion,  he  determined  to  get  him  into  his  clutches^ 
.and  wreak  his  chief  vengeance  on  him  *.     With  this 

*  Thefe  poems  were  fexit  to  Mrs.  Barber,  then  in  London,  by  one 
Pilkington,  in  order  that  (he  might  mal^e  what  advantage  ihc  could 
by  the  fale  of  them,  being  a  woman  of  merits  rather  in  diftreffed  cir* 
camftances.  This  Pilkington  at  the  fame  time  carried  letters  of 
recommendation  from  Swift  to  Alderman  Barber,  Lord  Mayor  eledl, 
by  whom,  in  confequence  of  fuch  recommendation,  he  was  a{>poinced 
City  Chaplain.  Yet  this  man  had  the  bafenefs  to  turn  informer 
.againft  his  patron  and  benefaflor,  as  the  author,  and  Mrs.  Barber,, 
as  the  editor:  who  thereupon  was  confined  for  fome  time  in  the 
houfe  of  a  King's  MeiTenger.  But,  as  upon  examination,  the  Gen* 
tlemen  of  the  Long  Rebe  could  difcover  nothing  in  the  poems  that 
could  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  Libel,  or  incur  any  legal 
.  puttifhment,  ihe  and  the  publifhers  were  i:eleafed«  and  the  profecutioa 
dfopc. 

a  view 
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1  view  h»  had  ordered  a  warrant  to  be  made  out  by  thft 

Secretary  of  State,  for  apprehending  Swift,  and  bring*' 
ing  him  over  to  be  tried  in  London.  The  meflenger 
was  in  waiting  ready  to  be  difpatched  on  this  errand^ 
when  luckily  a  friend  of  Walpolc's,  who  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  (late  of  Ireland,  and  the  high  vene^ 
ration  in  which  the  Dean  was  held  there,  accidentally 
entered,  and  upon  enquiry,  being  informed  of  his  pur- 
pofe,  coolly  afked  him  what  army  was  to  accompany 
the  meflenger,  and  whether  he  had  at  that  time  ten 
thoufand  men  to  fpare,  for  he  could  alTure  him  no  left 
a  number  would  be  able  to  bring  the  Drapier  out  of  the 
kingdom  by  force.  Upon  this  Walpole  recovered  his 
'  fenfes,  and  luckily  for  the  Meflenger,  as  well  as  him* 
fclf,  dropped  the  defign.  For  had  the  poor  fellow  ar*- 
rived  in  Dublin,  and  attempted  to  execute  his  com- 
miflion,  he  would  mofl:  afluredly  have  been  immedi*> 
ately  hanged  by  the  mob :  and  this  might  have  involved 
the  two  countries  in  ^  contefl:,  which  it  was  by  no  means 
the  intcreft  of  a  Minifler  to  engage  in. 

But,  whatever  gratification  it  might  have  been  to  his 
ambitious  fpirit,  to  fee  himfclf  raifed  by  the  voluntary 
fufFrages  of  his  countrymen,  to  a  rank  beyond  the  power 
of  Monarchs  to  beftow  ;  to  find  himfelf  confidered  by  att 
as  the  firft  man  in  the  realm ;  the  general  objcft  of  vene- 
ration to  all  who  wiflied  well  to  their  country,  and  of* 
dread  to  thofe  who  betrayed  its  interefts  -,  yet  he  was  far 
from  being  at  all  fatisfied  with  his  fituation.  The  load 
of  opprefllon  under  which  Ireland  groaned,  from  the  ty- 
xannic  fyftem  of  government  over  that  country,  eftablifti* 
ed  by  the  falfe  politics  of  England  ;  the  bafe  corruption 
of  fome  of  the  principal  natives,  who  facrificed  the  pub*- 
lick  interefts  to  their  private  views  ;  the  fupincnefs  of  d- 
thers  arifing  from  defpondency ;  the  general  infatuation 
of  the  richer  for^^  in  adopting  certain  modes  and  cuftoms 
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lb  Ihe  iaft  degree  fttinoUs  to  their  country  j  together  wicH 
the  miferies  of  the  pobr,  and  tlie  lihivcrfal  fate  of  penury 

'  ind  diftrcfs  that  dverfpread  a  kingdom,  ori  which  n^turfi 
had  fcattered  hdr  bbunries  ^vlih  a  lavi(h  hand,  and  whicH 
J)ropcrly  ufed;  nii^ht  havfe  rendered  it  one  of  the  hap- 
pieft  regions  !rt  the  World  :  all  theft  afted  as  pbrpetual 
tfbrrofives  to  tfie  free  and  generous  fjii^it  df  Swifr^  and 
kept  him  from  pofleffing  his  foul  in  jieace;  We  hzvt 
many  irtftaticcs  in  his  letters,  written  at  that  tlnie,  of  thd 
violent  irritation  of  his  mind  cm  thefe  accounts.  Iii  ontf 
Cf  them  he  fays,  "  I  find  myfelf  difpoffcd  evfcry  year,  or 
irather  every  month,  to  be  more  angry  dnd  revengeful  i 
and  my  rage  is  fo  ignoble,  that  it  defcerids  even  to  rc- 
ferit  the  folly  ahd  b^fenefs  of  the  enflaved  people  atnongj 
whom  I  live:"  And  IH  the  fame  letter  to  Lord  BoHng- 
broke,  he  fays,  "  But  you  think,  as  I  ought  to  think^ 
that  it  is  time  for  me  to  hare  done  with  the  wdrld  5  and 
fo  I  would,  if  I  could  get  into  a  better;  before  I  wa^ 
balled  into  the  beft,  and  not  die  here  in  a  rage,  like  a 
poifohed  rat  in  a  hole.**  Ih  one  to  Pope>  fpeaking  of  hi^ 
ktterS,  he  fays,  "  Ndne  of  them  Have  any  thing  to  dd 
with  partyi  of  Vhich  yoU  are  the  cleared  of  all  men,  by 
your  religion,  Md  the  whole  tenor  of  yoUr  life  :  while  t 
im  raging  every  moment  againft  the  corruptions  in  both 
kingdoms,  efpecially  bf  this ;  filch  is  my  weaknefs.  And 
ih  one  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  when  he  feemed  urider  the  domi- 
hion  of  a  more  than  ordinary  fit  of  his  fpleeh,  hfc  teJU 
him  that  be  had  juft  fihilhed  his  y^Wly  in  which  he  had  re-^ 
kluefted  that  thfe  Dodter  tvbtild  dttehd  his  body  to  Holy- 
head, to  fee  it  interred  there,  for,  fays  he*  I  will  iiot  lid 
ih  a  country  of  ^  llaves:  This  Kabit  of  mind  grew  upod 
him  immediately  dfter  the  lofs  of  the  amiable  Stella^ 
Whofe  lettieht  haiid  iifed  tb  p6ur  the  balhi  of  friendfliip  drt 
his  wounded  fpirit:     With  her  vanilhed  all  his  ddmeftic 

,  kfhjoyhientSi  ahd  of  cbtirfe  he  turned  his  thoughts  nyxm 
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to  publklc  affairs  i  in  the  contemplation  of  whicfr,  te 
could  fee  nothing  but  what  ferved  to  increafe  tde  malady^ 
The  advances  of  old-age,  with  all  its  attendant  infirmities  > 
the  death  c^  almoPc  all  his  old  friends*^  the  frequent  re* 
turns  of  his  mod  difpiriting  maladies,  deafneis  and  gid- 
dinefs;  and  above  all,  the  dreadful  apprebenfions  that  he 
ftould  outlive  tus  underftanding,  *  made  life  fuch  a  bur- 
den to  him,  that  he  had  no  hope  left  but  in  a  ^eedy  dii^ 
iblution,  which  was  the  objed  of  his  daily  prayer  to  the 
Almighty, 

.About  the  year  1736^  his  memory  was  greatly  im-^ 
paired,  and  his  other  facukies  of  imagination  and  inteU 
led  decayed,  in  proportion  as  the  ftores  from  which  they" 
were  fupplied  dimini(hed.  When  the  undcrftanding  was 
0iaken  from  its  feat,  arul  reaibn  had  given  up  the  reins> 
the  irafcible  paflions,  which  at  all  times  he  had  fyupdf 
difficult  to  be  kept  within  due  bounds^  now  raged  with-- 
out  controul,  and  made  him  a  torment  to  himlclf,  and  ta 
all  who  were  about  him.  An  unufually  long  fit  of  de^ 
nefi,  attended  with  giddinefs,  which  lafted  almoft  a  yearjr 
had  difqualified  him  wholly  for  converfation,  and  made 
him  lofe  all  relifh  for  fociety.  CoRfck)us  of  his  fituation^ 
he  was  litde  defirous  of  feeing  any  of  his  old  friends  and* 
companions,  and  they  were  as  little  folicitous  to  vifit  him 
in  that  deplorable  (late.  He  could  now  no  longer  zmv&r 
himfelf  with  writing  *,  and  a  refolution  he  had  formed  of 
never  wearing  fpeftacles,  to  which  he  obftinately  adheredfi 
prevented '  him  from  reading.  Without  employment,, 
without  amufenoents  of  any  kind>  thus  did  hia^  time  p^ft. 

•  Dr.  Young  has  recorded  an  inflance  of  this,  where  he  relate*^ 
Aat  walking  out  with  Swift  and  fome  others  abont  a  mile  from  Dub- 
lui,  be  fuddenly  mifled  the  Dean^  who  had  (laid  bdund  the  reft  of  thd' 
eoinpany*.  He  turned  back  ia  order  to  know  theoccafioa  of  it ;  andp 
ftand  Swift  at  fome  difbnce  gazing  intently  at  the  top  of  a  lofty  elmi* 
vhoie  head  had  been  blafted ;  «pon  Young's  approach  he  pointed  (o  it^ 
^ng,  <»  I  ihall  be  like  dut  txte,  I  IhaU  die  £rft  at  the  top." 
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heavily  along  -,  ndt  oM  *hite  day  lil  the  Calendar,  not 
oncf  hour  of  comfdrti  nor  did  even  a  ray  df  hope  pierc^ 
through  the  gloom.  The  ftate  of  his  mind  is  flrongly  . 
pifturcd  ih  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Whiteway.  *^  I  ha^e  beca 
Very  miferable  all  night,  and  to-day  citremcly  deaf  and 
full  of  pain.  I  am  fo  ftujjid  and  confounded,  that  I  cari^ 
not  exprefs  the  mortification  1  am  under  both  ifl  b'ody. 
and  mind.  All  I  can  fay  is^  that  I  am  not  in  torture  i 
but  I  daily  arid  hourly  expeft  it.  Pray  let  me  know  how 
your  health  isj  and  your  family.  I  hardly  underttand 
one  word  I  write:  1  am  fare  my  days  will  be  very  few  i 
few  and  miferable  they  muft  be.  I  am  for  thofc  feW 
days,  .  . 

If  1  do  riot  blunder,  it  is  Saturday^       Yours  entirely, 
July  i6,'i7404  J.Swift. 

Not  long  after  the  date' of  this  letter,  his  tinderftand- 
ing  failed  to  fuch  a  degree^  that  it  Was  found  rieceflPary  to 
have  guardians  legally  appointed  to  take  care  of  his  per- 
fon  and  eftate.  This  was  followed, by  a  fit  of  lunacyj 
Which  continued  fome  nionths,  and  then  he  funk  into  a 
ftate  of  idiocy,  which  lafted  to  his  death.  He  died  Oc- 
tober 29>  1745; 

The  behaviour  of  the  citizens  on  this  occafioii,  gav^ 
the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  deep  impreflion  he  had  mad* 
on  their  miiids.  TTioujgh  he  had  been^  for  fo  many  years^ 
•to  all  intents  arid  purpofes  dead  to*  the  world,  and  his  de- 
parture froni  that  ftate  fecnicd  a  thing  rather  to  be  wifli- 
ed  than  deplored^  yet  no  fopher  was  bis  death  announcedi 
than  the  citizeris  gathered  from  all  quarters^  and  forced: 
their  way  in  crowds  into  the  houfe,  to  pay  the  laft  tribute 
of  grief  to  their  departed  bencfadon  Ndthing  but  la* 
mentations  were  heard-  all  aroUnd  the  l^ilart^r  ^rhere  he 
lived,  as  if  he  had  beetj  cut  off  in  the  vlgDtrr  of  his  years^ 
Happy  were  they  who  firft  gdt'  iiito  the  chamber  where 
^elky^'  to  procure^  by  bribes  to  the  fervants,  locks  of  his 
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hsAr,  to  be  handed  down  as  fiicred  relicks  to  their  pofEe^ 
rity.*  And  fo  eager  were  numbers  to  obtain  at  any  price 
this  precious  memorial^  that  in  lefs  tkan  an  hour,  his 
venerable  tead  was  entirely  dripped  of  ali  its  filver  orna- 
ttiehtSy  lb  that  not  a  hair  remained.  He  was  buried  in 
the  moff  private  manner^  according  to  directions  in  hia 
win»  in  the  great  aifle  of  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  and  by 
way  of  monument,  a  flab  of  black  marble  was  placed 
^ainft  the  wall,  o»  which  was  engraved  the  following 
Latin  Epitaph,,  wriuen  by  hisakJf. 

Hie  depofitum  eft  corpus 

Jonathan  Sw^pt,  S.  T.  P* 

Hujus  Ecclefias  Cathedralis 

Decani : 

Ubi  feva  indignado 

Ulteriws  cor  lacerarc  nequit* 

Abi^  viator*. 

'  Et  imirtre,  fi  poteris, 

Srrenuum  pro  virili  libertatis  vindicenke 

Obiit  anno  (1745) 

Menfis  (Oftobris)  die  (15) 

^tatis  anno  C78.) 


SECTION    VL 

I^RI  VAT£   MbMOIRS     ofSwitt. 

HAVING  now  conduced  Swift  from  hid  cradle  tcf 
6is  grave,  and  prefentcd  to  view,  in  a  regular  feries,  the 
ihoft  remarkable  fcenesof  his  publick  life  s  I  have  pur-^ 

*  Yea  leg  a  hair  of  hiai  for'meidory. 
And  ^ying  mention  it  within  their  wills. 
Bequeathing  it  as  a  rich  Icgaqr 
tJnto  their  iflue.  SbakssfeariT. 
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|>dely  refcrvcd  to  this  place  the  greater  part  of  fucjh  Pri* 
vate  Memoirs,  as  were  not  meant  to  meet  the  pubUcfe; 
eye^  in^rder  that  I  might  arrange  them  alio  in  an  unin^ 
cerrupted  train.     Nothing  has  more  excited  the  curioGty 
of  manldnd  at  aH  tjmes^  than  that  delire  which  prevaiU 
of  prying  into  the  fecret  a£Uons-of  great  and  ilUiftrious 
characters  j  arifing  in  Ibme,  from  a  too  general  fpirit  of 
envy,  which  hopes  to  find  fomething  in  their  private  con*> 
duA  that  may  fully  the  luftre  of  their  publick  fame»  and 
lb  bring  them  down  more  to  a  level  with  tbemfelves ; 
and  In  others,  of  a  more  candid  difpoHtion,  that  they 
mi^ht  form  right  judgments  of  their  real  charaders ;  a9 
too  many,  like  adlors  in  a  theatre,  only  aiTume  one  when 
they  appear  on  the  ftage  of  the  world,  which  they  put  ofij 
together  with* their  robes  and  plumes,  when  retired  to  the 
drefling  room.  *  But  as  the  readers  of  the  former  fort,  tsm 
infinitely  more  nun^erous,  in  order  to  gratify  their  tafte^. 
as  well,  perhaps,  as  their  own  congenial  diQx>fition,  the 
Writers  of  fuch  Memoirs  are  too  apt  to  lean  to  the  maler 
volent  lide,  and  deal  rather  in  the  more  faleable  commor 
dity  of  obloquy  and  Jcandal,  highfeafoned  to  the  tafte  of 
vitiated  palates,  than  in  the  milder  and  more  inGpid  food 
of  truth  and  panegyric.    Many  have  been  the  mifreprcr 
fentatiohs  made  of  Swift,  from  this  uncharitable  fpirit^ 
and  though  mod  of  them  have  been  proved  to  be  fuch 
by  his  defenders,  yet  there  are  feveral  ftill  left  in  a  ftate 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  through  the  want  of  proper  in- 
forraatioru    Among  the&  ihere  is  no  article  aboUt  which 
the  world  Is  {till  left  fo  m\ich  in  the  dark,  as  his  aQ>ours. 
A  fubjcdt,  which,  in  one  of  his  Angular  charafter,  is 
more  likely  to  excite  cufiofity  than  any  other.     We 
know  there  were  two  ladies,  rcprefented  by  him  as  the 
moft  accomplilhed  of  their  fcx,  adorned  with  all  the 
charms  and  graces,  both  of  peripn  and  mind,  that  might 
^Cflietrajte  the  mo^  obdurate  breaft,  whofe  hearts  were 
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vihtollj  dtv.otcd  to  him.  We  knfiw  too  that  he  bad  4  jii(| 
fcnf^  of  their  value,  that  I^  lived  on  terms  of  the  cloiefl; 
fricndfliip  with  both,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  \it  eygr 
rnadc  a  fuitabje  return  of  love  to  either.' 

As  his  conduft  towards  thcfc  two  celebrated  larfies, 
Stella  and  Vanefla,  feems  to  be  wrapped  up  in  the  ^^rUr 
eft  (hades  of  any  part  qf  his  hiftory,'  and  has  given  rife  t^ 
various  conjeftures,  which  yet  have  produced  no  iktisr- 
faftory  folutjon  of  the  doubts  which  it  has  occafionpd ;  t 
fhall  endeavour,  by  collefting  fbme  fc^ttered  rays  from 
different  parts  of  ,his  Works,  and  adding  otl\er  light? 
which  haye  come  to  my  knowledge,  to  difperfe  the  myf* 
keribus  gloom  with  which  this  fu^eft  feems  to  have  bcea 
invelpped,  and  put  the  whole  in'  a  clear  poipt  of  view. 
Jn  order  to  this,  it  will  be  rieceflary,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  form  a  judgtpent  how  Swift  (lopd  afFefted  towards  the 
female  fex^  cither  from  conftitution,  or  reffeftion.  Yfltii 
i-cgard  to  the  former,  he  feems  to  have  been  of  n  very 
told  habit,  apd  little  fpurrpd  on  by  any  impulfe  of  deiire; 
and  as  to  the  latter,  he  appears  in  the  early  part  of  hi^ 
jife  to  have  had  little  inclination  to  enterfnto  the  marrici 
jftate,  and  afterwards  to  have  had  a  fixed  diQike^o  it. 
•  Hjs  fentiments  on  this  head  are  fully  difplaycd  in  the 
following  letter  to  a  js^infmap  of  jiis,  written  in  the  J4t|j 
Vear  pf  his  age. 

Tp  the  Revfl.  Mr.  John  Kendall,  ^c.  ^ 

S  I  R^  February  if,  1691, 

f^  If  any  thing  made-  me  wonder  at  your  letter,  it  was 
your  almoft  inviting  me  to  dp  foin  the  beginning,  which 
jndeed  grew  lefs  upon  knowing  the  occafiop,  fince  \t  i^ 
^hat  I  have  he^rd  from  rnore  tbap  one,  in  and  aboiit 

•  Vicar  of  Thornton  in  Lciccftcrfhiic.  l)r.  Swift  was  at  this  tiaic 
irith  Sir  William  Temple,  at  Sheen.  *  '       .  ,     "^ 
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j^iccfter.  And  for  the  friendfhip  between  us^  as  I  fup« 
pofe  yourl  to  be  real,  fo  I  think  it  vonld  be  proper  n» 
imagine  RMne,  until  you  find  any  caufc  to  beHeve  it  pre* 
ttnded}  though  I  might  kave  ibme  quarrel  at  you  ia 
three  cr  four  lines,  which  are  very  ill  beflowcd  in  connk 
]4imrntiAg  aie.  And  ds  to  that  of  iny  great  profpe^ 
^  makmg  noy  forttjne,  on  which  as  your  kindnefs  oiAj 
looks  «n  the  beft  fide,  (b  my  own  cold  temper,  and  un» 
-^oojiMd  humour,  is  a  much  greater  hindrance  than  any 
^r  of  that  which  is  Ac  fubjed  of  your  letter.  I  (haU 
fpeak  {^nly  to  you,  that  die  very  ordinary  obfervatioria 
1  nuide  wkh  going  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Univerfiqrt 
liave  taught  me  experieace  enough  not  to  think  of  mar- 
^age  till  i  fettle  my  fertune  in  the  world,  which  I  aoi 
ifore  will  not  be  in  fome  years  %  and  even  then  itfelf,  I  atn 
ib  hard  to  pleafe,  that  I  fuppofe  I  Ihall  put  it  oflT  to  the 
^dOther  world.  How  all  that  fuirs  with  my  behaviour  to 
idle  woifian  in  hand,  you  may  cafily  imagine,  when  you 
know  there  is  Ibnpiething  in  flfic  which  muft  be  employed; 
and  when  I  am  alone  turns  all,  for  want  of  pradice,  into 
^culation  and  thought;  infomuch,  that  thefe  (even 
weeks  I  have  been  here,  I  have  writ  and  burnt,  and  writ 
again  upon  all  manner  of  rubje(5^s,  more  than  perhafis 
nnj  man  in  England.  And  this  is  it  which  a  perfon  of 
great  honour  in  Ireland  (who  was  pleafed  to  (loop  fo  low 
as  to  look  into  my  mind)  ufed  to  tell  me,  that  my  mind, 
Iff  as  like  a  conjured  fpirit,  that  would  do  mifchief  if  I 
would  net  give  it  employment.  It  is  this  humour  that 
makes  me  fo  bufy,  when  I  am  in  company,  to  turn  all 
that  wafy ;  and  fince  it  commonly  ends  in  talk,  whether 
it  be  love,  or  converfation,  it  is  all  alike.  This  is  fo 
common,  chat  I  could  remember  twenty  women  in  my 
life,  to' whom  I  have  behaved  myfelf  juft  the  fame  way  j 
and,  I  profefs,  without  any  other  defign  than  that  of 
Wtcrtajninjg  nrjrfclf  when  I  am  very  idle,  or  when  fome- 
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thing  goes  amifs  in  my  affaifs.    This  I  alvtys  iia^  <la«ii|  * 
^s  a  man  of  the  world,  wi>en  i  had  np  d^fign  for  any 
thing  grave  in  it,  and  wh^c  I  thought  at  word  a  harm)e4 
imperciifence  ^  but,  wheneyer  I  begin  tQ  cake  fpt^r  r^ 
^uciqps,   Qr,   as  now,    to.tbiq)c  of  entering  ktto  tl^ 
pburcbi  I  n^ycr  fpupd  \t  wpul(}  be  hard  to  put  off  thi^ 
,1^]^  of  folly  at  the  pprch.     Pefides,  perhaps,  in  (q  g^ 
/ijeral  a  copverfation  amopgthift  l?x,  \  plight  pretend  A 
.jittle  t9  underfland  >yhere  I  .4m  .-^bep  I  am  going  to 
:chpofe  for  a^  wife :  and,  thoqgh  the  cunning  (harper  qf 
.the  town  tpzy  have  9  cheat  put  on  himj  yet  it  pfiyft  be 
cleanlier  (rarried  than  tjiis,  ^h^ch  ypu  thipk.  {  jipfi  going 
,fp  fpp  ppon  myfelf.     And  truly,  if  yow  knew  how.  ipet*- 
.phyfical  I  am  that  way^  yoi)  would  little  fe^  I  :iboul(l 
.venture  on  ope  who  h^V  &^^^  fQ  fpuch  occ^Qop  tp^ 
.tongues :  for,  thpugh  the  people  is  a  lying  fort  of  beap: 
(and  I  think  in  Leiceiler  above  all  parts  that  I.  was  in) 
.yet  thty  feldom  talk  withpuc  fpme  glimpii:  of  a  r^afon, 
.  which  I  declare  (fo  uppardonably  jealous  I  am)  to  be  a 
fujplicient  caufe  for  me  to  hate  any  woman  any  farther 
thap  a  bare  acquaintance.     Among  all  the  young  Gentle- 
ipen  that  I  have  knowp,  who  have  ruiped  themfclves  by 
tnarrying  (which  I  aflure  you  is  a  great  number)  I  have  • 
0iade  this  gpneral  rule,  that  they  are  either  young,  raw, 
^and  ignorant  fcholars,  y/ho,  for  want  of  knowing  cpn^- 
pany,  believe  every  filk  petticoat  includes  an  imgel ;  or 
elfe  thcfc  have  been  a  Jbrt  of  hopeft  young  ipen,  who 
:  perhaps  are  top  literal  ip  rather  piarrying  than  bui;ningt 
and  eptail  ^  mifery  on  themfelves  knd  pofterity,  by  ^n 
.  overrafting  mpdcfty.     I  think  I  am  very  far  excluded 
from  lifting  under  either  pf  thcfe  heads.     J  cpnfcfs  |  have 
known  ope  or  two  men  pf  fcnfe  eppugh,  who,  inclined  to 
frolick^,    have  inarried  and  ruincrd  themf^^lyes  out  of  a 
pfiaggot ;  but  a  thoufand  hou(bpld  thoughts,  which  4I- 
V^ys  driye  matrimony  out  of  my.  mind  whenever  it 
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tlfUHces  to  ODine  tfaere,  will^  I  am  fure,  ifrigiit  me  from 
that  J  bcfldc  ihw,  I  am  naturally  temperate,  and  never 
nrngi^d  in  the  contrary,  which  ufually  produces  thoip 
effe&s.  Your  hints  at  particular  ftories  I  do  not  under- 
hand; and  having  never  heard  them  but  fo  hinted^ 
thought  it  proper  to  give  you^this;.  to  (hew  you  how  J 
thank  you  for  your  regard  of  mej  and  I  hope  my  cai*- 
Tiage  will  be  fuch  as  that  my  friends  need  not  be  a(hime^ 
of  the  name.  .  I  fliould  not  have  behaved  niyfelf  aft* 
that  manner  I  did  in  Leiceftcr,  if  I  had  not  valued  my 
Qwn  entertainment,  beyond  the  ot^qUy  of  a  parcel  of 
very  wretched  fools,  which  I  folemnly  pronounce  the  inr 
habitants  of  LeCcefter  to  be,  and  fo  I  content  myfelf  witl) 
retaliation.  I  hope  you  will  fisrgive  this  trouble-,  and 
£>,  with  my  fervice  to  your  good  wife,  I  am^  good 
pQufin, 

Your  yer^  afie^ionate  friend  and  fervant. 

This  letter  was  an  anfWer  to  orje  fi'om  Mr.  Kendall, 
in  which  he  informs  him  of  the  reports  fpread  at  Leicefter 
that  he  had  paid  ferious  addrefles  there  to  an  unworthy 
objeft,  and  which  Swift  therefore  thought  required  this 
explicit  anfwcr  *.  Here  we  fee  that  he  had  np  other  id^a 
of  gallantry  with  the  fcx,  than  what  ferved  for  piere  a- 
'  piufement  ^  that  he  had  rather  a  dre;id  of  matrimony^ 

*  Swift  makes  the  following  mention  of  this  tifkir  in  a  letter  to 
lAr.  WoTxal,  written  on  a  particular  occaiion  in  the  year  i728*9.«^ 
f  Vfhfin  I  went  a  lad  to  my  mother,  after  the  Revolution,  flie  brought 
sae  acquainted  with  a  family,  where  there  was  a  daughter,  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted.  My  prudent  mother  was  afraid  I  ihould  be  m  lota 
wtdi  her ;  but  when  I  went  to  London,  ihe  married  an  inn- keeper  in 
{«oughborough.  In  that  CQunty.  This  woman  (my  miftreft  widi  a 
ppz)  left  fevpral  childre^  who  are  all  dead  but  one  dai^hter,  JinSkt  by 
aame,'*  &c. 

What  fol^ws  is  immaterial  to  th^  prefent  fabjedL 
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^  tbAt  Jie  iiad  nejrer  «eQg9ge4  JQ  lUkM  tmeufs,  fir^ktt 
j^i^  be  cUiois  ^o  9ierk»  (tnit  icpputea  it-toUs  bong 
^t^aUff/oif^  lewperatf  cVf/Hfutm^  Xhb  iing^nuous  ieth 
scr^  wrj^n  at  the  moft  vi^ofom  tme^  jife^  will  £cm 
p^  ft  qlur  ito  bip  condy£(  tx>9sard«  womea  «iier  tficen 

XJ^e  .oply  i«ftance  4Mt  i^pcACs  of  his  Jutting  any  ftri- 
i^!^  t^ughjift  of  imttifBO/ony^  yrm  with  rrgaid  to  a  Mi6 
*WAFy:^»  |i  X4*4y  of  ifae  Npith  of  Ireland, .  poflefled  of  a 
f09def|U€  fjprtwe.  Tbe  pircumftances  lof  .that  affidr  ane 
)aid  op? n  19  the  following  letter  to  tbat  Lady^  ortttten  bf 
Swjfc »  tkp  f9V  I700»  when  he  was  in  his  33d  year» 

Madanot  PuUin,  hby  At  i7oo« 

-^*  I  AM  extmnely  concerned  at  the  account  you  give 
jof  yovH*  hoaUh  i  (or  my  uncle  iold  me  he  found  you  in 
appearance  better  than  you  had  boen  in  fome  ye^rs,  and 
1  was  in  hopes  yoju  b«d  ftill  .comiqiued  fo.  {Sod  forbid  I 
Ihould  ever  be  the  occafion  of  creating  more  troubles  to 
3f6u,  as  you  feem  to  intimate !  The  letter  you  defired  mc 
to  ajifwer^  I  have  frequently  rud»  9x>d  thi>ught  I  had  re- 
plied to  ev^  part  of  it  that  required  it }  however»  fioiqe 
you  are  pleaied  to  repeat  thofe  particulars  wherejn  yoo 
defiired  Iktisfadkion,  I  (haU  endeavour  to  gire  it  you  9s 
^l\  as  1  an>  able.  You  would  know  what  gave  my  teiq- 
jper  tba(  iadden  turn^  as  to  alter  the  (tile  of  nay  letter 
fjnce  I  laft  C^nie  over.  If  there  has  been  (hat  alteration 
you  obferve,  I  have  told  you  the  caufe  abundance  of 
'imiit^  I  had  |)ied  a  thoui^nd  endeavours  and  arguments, 
•  «o  get  you  from  the  company  and  place  you  are  in  ;  both 
on  the  account  of  your  health  and  humour,  which  I 
thought  were  likely  to  fufFcr  very  much  in  fuch  an  aift 
fj^  |3iefore  fpch  examples^  AH  1  had  in  anfwer  from  you, 
was  nothing  but  a  great  deal  of  arguing,  and  fometimcs 
fn  aftile  So  very  imperbus,  as  I  thought  might  have  been 
fpared,  when  {  receded  how  ipucb  you  had  b^en  in:  tli? 
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fvxpng.  The  pthipr  tfcirig  yp^  wpyld  fcnow  i^  nihtthcr 
this  change  of  ftil?  be  owing  to  the  tboi^hts  of  a  new  mif* 
jrcfs.  I  declare,  ppoji  the  wonj  of  a  Chriftian  i»od.a  Gent 
Ueffjan,  it  is  ;)Q.t ;  neither  had  J.  eycr  thaugbts  of  being 
piarried  .to  any  other  perfpn  but  ^ourfejf.  I  bad  ever  aa 
opinion  that  you  liad  a  g;ce^t  fw^eetnefs  of  n^^rip  an^  hu- 
iBOur  •,  jind  whatever  appeared  .tp  the  coi^rary,  I  lQQke4 
jipgn  it  only  as  a  thing  put  on  as  necefJary*bejfoi;e  a  lover | 
but  1  have  fince^  pbferved  in  abundance  of  ypur  leiterj 
fuch  marks  of  a  fevere  indifference,  that  I  began  to  tHink 
jt  was  Jipdly  pofllble  for  oiie  qf  jrny  few  good  .qualities  to 
plefdie  you.  I  never  knew  any  fo  hvd  to  be  worked'  up-» 
pn,  eyen  in  matters  where  the  intereft  and  conccFn  are 
(entirely  your  own ;  all  which,  I  fay,  pa0^d  f^fijy  whUe 
ye  were  in  the  fl;ate  of  formalities  and  ceremony ;  but, 
jSnce  that,  there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  this 
u^ntra£i:able  behaviour,  in  you,  but  by  imputing  it  to  ji 
^ant  of  conimon  efteem  and  fricndfhip  for  me, 

'*  When  i  dcfired  an  account  of  your  fortune,  I  had 
;io  fuch  defign  as  you  pretend  to  imagine.  I  have  told 
you  niany  a  time,  that  in  England  it  was  in  the  power 
of  any  young  fejlow  of  common  fenfe,  to  get  a  larger 
fortune  th^p  ever  you  pretended  to.  I  aflced,  in  order 
fo  confider  whether  it  were  fufficjent,  with  the  help  of 
my  poor  income^  to  make  one  of  your  humour  eafy  in 
a  married  date.  I  thinH  it  comes  to  almofl:  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year;  and  I  think  at  the  fame  time  that  no 
young  woman  in  the  world|  of  the  fame  income,  would 
dwindle  aw^y  their  healph  gnd  life  in  fuch  a  fink,  and 
^mong  fuch  family  convrrfation ;  neither  have  all  your 
jletters  been  once  able  to  perfuadc  that  you  have  the 
Jeaft  value  for  me,  becaufp  you  fo  little  regarded  what 
I  fo  often  faid  upon  that  matten  The  difmal  account 
you  fay  I  have  given  of  my  livings,  I  can  aflure  you  to 
^e  f^tfue  pnci  and^  Gnce  i(  j^  ^  difmal  one  even  in 
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your  own  opinion,  you  can  beft  draw  confeqdences 
from  it.  The  place  where  Dr.  Bolton  lived  is  upon  z 
living  which  he  keeps  with  the  Deanery;  but  the  place 
of  refidence  for  that  they  have  given  him,  is  within  t 
tnile  of  a  town  called  Trim,  twenty  miles  from  hence; 
and  there  is  no  other  way,  but  to  hire  a  houfe  at  Trim; 
or  build  one  on  the  fpot :  the  firft  li  hardly  to  be  dorie, 
and  the  other  I  am  too  poor  to  perform  at  prefent.  For 
coming  down  to  Bclfaft,  it  is  what  I  cannot  yet  think 
cf,  my  attendance  is  fo  clofe,  and  fo  much  required  of 
jne$  but  our  government  fits  very  loofe,  and  I  believe 
will  change  in  a  few  months;  whether  our  part  will 
partake  in  the  change,  I  know  not,  though  I  am  very 
apt  to  believe  it;  and  then  I  (hall  be  at  leifure  for  i 
jtjort  journey.  But  I  hope  your  other  friends,  moi;^p 
powerful  than  I,  w511  bcfcire  that  time  perfuad^  you 
from  tlie  place  where  you  are.  I  defire  my  fervlce  to 
youc  mother,  in  return  for  her  remembrance ;  but  for 
any  other  dealings  that  way,  I  entreat  your  pardon^ 
and  I  think  1  have  more  caufe  to  rcfent  your  deiires  of 
cne  in  that  cafe,  than  you  have  to  be  angry  at  my  refa- 
fals.  If  you  like  fuch  company  and  condud,  mucl^ 
good  do  you  with  them !  My  education  has  been  other- 
Vifc.  My  uncle  Adahi  aflccd  me  one  day  in  private^ 
as  by  dircdion,  what  my  defigns  were  in  relation  to 
you,  becaufc  it  might  be  a  hindrance  to  you  if  I  did 
not  proceed*  The  anfwer  I  gave  him  (which  I  fuppofp 
Jkc  has  fcnt  you)  was  to  this  efFedl :  "  That  I  hoped  I 
was  no  hindrance  to  you ;  becaufcthe  reafon  you  urged 
againft  a  union  with  me  was  drawn  from  indifpof^tion^ 
which  ftill  continued  ;  that  you  alfo  thought  my  for^- 
<une  not  fufficicnt,  which  is  neither  at  prefent  in  a  con- 
dition to  offer  you :  That,  if  your  health  and  my  for- 
;^iine  were  as  they  ought,  I  would  prefer  you  above  aU 
your  f^x  J  .ijut  that,  in  the  prefent  condition  of  both,  t 
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Aoughc  it  was  againft  your  optniQn>  ai|d  would  cer^ 
tainly  make  you  unhappy :  that^  had  you  atay  other  c^- 
fers  which  your  friends  or  yourfelf  thougttc  more  td 
your  advantage,  I  (hould  think  I  were  very  unjuft  to 
be  an  obflacle  in  your  way.'*    Now  for  what  concerns 
my  fortune^  you  have  anfwered  it*    I  d«fire>  therefore* 
you  will  let  me  know  if  your  health  be  otherwkic  thaa 
it  was  when  you  told  me  the  Doctors  advifed  you  agaai>fl: 
marriage^  as  what  would   certainly  hazard  your  li/e« 
Are  they  or  yoo  grown  of  another  opinion  in  this  par- 
ticular? Are  you  in  a  condition  to  manage  domeftic 
affairs,  with  an  income  of  lefs  (perhaps)  than   three 
|iundred  pounds  a  year  ?  Have  you  fuch  an  inclination 
to  my  perfon  and  humour,  as  to  comply  with  my  de- 
fires  and  way  of  living,  and  endeavour  to  make  m  both 
as  happy  as  you  can  ?  Will  you  be  ready  to  engage  in 
thofe  methods^I  (ball  direft  for  the  improvement  of  your 
mind,  fi>as  to  make  us  entertainrng  company  for  each  o- 
ther,  without  being  miferable  when  we  are  neither  vifit- 
iog  nor  vilited  ?  Can  you  bend  your  love  aadefteem  and 
indifference  to  others  the  fame  way  as  I  do  mine  i  Shalt 
I  have  fo  much  power  in  your  Jicart,  or  you  fo  much  go- 
vernment of  yourpafllons,  as  to  grow  in  good  humour 
upon  my  approach,  though  provoked  by  a— « ?   Have 
you  fo  much  jgood-nature  as  to  endeavour  by  foft  worda 
$f>  fmooth  any  rugged  humour  occafioned  by  the  crofa 
accidents  of  life?   Shall  the  place  wherever  your  huf^^ 
band  is  thrown,  be  more  welcome  than  courts  and  citiea 
yithout  him  ?  In  fhort,  thefe  are  fame  of  the  neccfiary 
methods  to  pleafe  men,  who,  like  me,  are  deep  read 
in  the  world  ;  and  to  a  perfon  thus  madej^  I  fhould  be 
]^ro^ud  in  giving  all  due  returns  toward  making  her 
happy.     Thefe  are  the  queftions  I  have  always  relolved 
to  propofe  to  her  with  whom  I  meant  to  pais  nay  life^ 
and  whenever  you  can  heartily  aafwer  them  in  the  af-^ 
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fitrnativr,  T  ffiali  be  blrfTcd  to  hasrc  you  in  my  arms/ 
l«rithout  rcgardihg  w^hethcr^  your  pcrfon  be  beautiful,  of 
your  fortune  large.  Cleahlincfs  in  the  firft',  and  com-* " 
petcncy  in  thfc'other,  is  all' I  look  for.  I  defire  indeed 
a  plentiful  revenue,  but  would  rather  it  fhould  be  oi 
my  own ;  though' I  fhould  not  bear  from  a  wife  to  bd 
Reproached  for  the  greateft. 

**  I  have  faid  all  I  can  poITibly  fay  in  anfwer  to  any 
part  of  your  letter,  and  in  telling  you  my  dear  opi- 
nion as  to  matters  between  us.  I  fingled  you  out  aC 
firfl  from  the  refl  of  women  j  and  I  cxpeft  not  to  be 
ufed  like  a  common  lover.    When  you  think  fit  to  fend 

me  an  anfwtr  to  this,   without ,  I  fliall  then  ap-< 

prove  myfelf,  by  all  means  you  fhall  command, 

Madami 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

JoNATHAK  Swift*. 

'trom  the  contents  of  this  letter,  it  Is  apparenti  thaC 
♦whatever  inclination  he  might  formerly  have  had  to  a 
union  with  this  Lady,  it  was  now,  much  changed  j  and 
his  view  in  writing  it,  feems  evidently  to  have  been  to 
put  an  end  to  the  conneftion,  but  in  fuch  a  way,  aa 
that  the  refufal  might  coitie  from  the  Lady.  For  it  was 
impoffible  to  fuppofc  thkt  a  woman  of  any  fpirit  (and? 
i^rom  fome  hints  in  the  letter  (he  feemed  to  have  rathef 
more  than  came  to  her  fhare)  fhould  not  highly  refcnt 
fuch  an  unlover-like  epifllc,  written  in  fo  diftatorial  a 
ftylc.  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  little  llonqach" 
which  he  at  all  times  had  to  niatrimony,  was  a  ftrongef 
motive  to  breaking  off  the  matt^h,  than  anj^  of  the 
newly  difcovercd  faults  laid  to  her  charge-  His  at* 
taehment  to  this  Lady  was  in  confeqXiefacc  of  a  juvenile' 
paffion  commenced  when  he  was  in  the  College.    Shr 
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was  fifter  to  his  chamt>e»*fdiQW  Mr.  WaryDg^  sbid  % 
familiar  intercQDrfe  naturally  followed.  It  ikceitain  a 
corrcfpondence  had  been  carried  on  between: theth  for 
fome  time  in  the  ftile  of  counfliipi  but  a  few  years  ab« 
fence  cool'd  the  ardour  of  his  flame,  which>  together 
with  fome  circumftances  alluded  to  in  die  abdve  Utter, 
made  him  wifh  to  put  an  end  to  the  connexion.  I  have 
in  my  poffeffion  a  letter  of  hifc,  which  was^  nearer  yet 
printed,  addrefied  to  the  Rev.  Mn  Winder,  dated  fronn» 
Moor-park,  1698*  Wherein  fome  flight  mention  is 
made  of  this  affair^  and  which  manifellly  fliews  his  in^ 
difference  at  that  time,  in  the  following  paflage :  *'  i 
remember  thcfe  letters  to  tliza ;  they  were  writ  ih  my 
youth.  Pray  burn  them.  You  mention  a  dangerous 
^rival  for  an  abfent  lover  i  but  I  muft  take  my  fortune. 
If  the  report  proceeds,  pray  infdrfti  me.**  After  thcfe 
we  have  no  meniorial  remaining  of  his  being  attached 
to  any  of  the  fair  fex,  except  Mrs.  Johnfonand  Mifs 
Vanhomrigh,  known  to  the  world  by  the  celebrated 
names  of  Stella,  and  Vancffa.  We  have  already  feea  . 
how  his  acquaintance  with  SceUa  conrtmenced  at  an 
early  period  of  her  life,  and  the  (hart  that  he*  bad  ia 
training  her  up  to  that  degree  of  perfedlion  which  fhe 
afterwards  reached*  It  is  no  wonder  that  his'admira^ 
tion  of  his  lovely  pupil  Ihould  increafe  with  her  growl- 
ing perfedions,  -and  that  it  fliould  produce  the  ftrongtfif 
attachment  to  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  nadure's  work* 
manlhip,  finilhed  and  polifhed  to  the  height  by  his  own* 
hand.  But  though  his  afFe6lion:for  her  daily  incfealied,> 
during  a  long  habitude  of  intercogrfe  with  one  of  the 
rooft  charming  companions  in  the  world,  perfedlly) 
fuited  in  all  points  to  his  tafte  and  huni6tir«  yet  had  it 
^o  mixture  in  itx>f  the  paflioaof  love,  but  was  rafihet 
^e  tcadernefs  of  a  parent  to  a:  favoocife  chUd^ 

His 
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His  conduA  might  have  made  him  ftyrdj 

A  father^  and  the  nymph  his  child. 

That  innocent  delight  he  took  ^ 

'.       To  fee.  the  virgin  mipd  her  booki 

Was  but  the  matter's  fccrct  joy 
\    .  In  fchool  to  hear  the  fined  boy. 

For  the  truth  of  this  he  appeals  to  Stella  hcrfelf  ij^ 
one  of  his  Poems  addrefled  to  her^ 

Thou,  Stella,  wert  no  longer  youngi 
When  firft  for  thee  my  harp  I  Iti-ung  i 
Without  one  word  of  Cupid's  dartsi 
Of  killing  eyes,  or  bleeding  hearts : 
With  friend fliip  and  eftecm  poflfeft, 
I  ne'er  admitted  love  a  gyeft.        • 

.  Nor  was  there  any  thing  Uncoriiniidn  in  this.  Wi 
find  that  even  among  young  people  bred  up  together 
fit>m  childhood^  the  paffion  of  love  feldom  appears  i 
and  much  lefs  likely  is  it  to  take  place  where  there  id 
fuch  a  difparity  of  years^  It  has  bden  already  (hewn 
trhat  pun<^ilious  caution  he  took  to  prevent  any  ap'^ 
p«arance  of  that  fort,  by  never  converfing  with  her  but 
in  the  prefence  of  a  third  perfon,  which  Was  ufbally 
her  companion  Mrs.  Dinglcy.  But  not  long  after  hef 
jettlement  in  Ireland,  he  gave  the  mod  unequivocal 
proof  of  what,  his  fentiments  were  with  regard  to  her 
on  that  point.  It  was  impoflible  that  fo  charming  ari 
objeft  *lhould  long  remain  without  infpiring  fome  of 
her  beholders  with  love.  Accordingly  an  inciniace 
friend  of  Swift's,  of  the  name  of  Tifdal,  not  undif- 
|inguiihed  for  learning  and  wit,  was  fo  captivated  witH 
the  beauties  both  of  her  perlbn  and  mind,  that  he  paid 
his  addrtflfcs  to  her,  and  made  propofals  of  marriag«i 

Th» 
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The  account  of  this  ti-anfaftion>  and  the  part  that  Swifl 
bore  in  it,  is  fet  forth  at  Urge  in  the  following  Icttct 
written  by  him  to  Tifdalon  that  fubjeft. 

Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  Tisdal. 

London,  April  ao>  1704. 
*'  YfiSTERDAY  coH\ing  from  the  country  I  found  your 
letter,  which  had  been  four  or  five  days  arrived,  and 
by  negleit  was  not  fofwarded  as  it  ought.  You  hare 
got  three  epithets  for  my  former  letter,  which  I  believe 
are  all  unjuft :  you  fay  it  was  unfriendly;  unkind,  and 
unaccouritable.  The  two  firft,  I  fuppofe,  may  pafs  but 
for  one,  faving  (as  Capt.  FluelUn  fays)  the  phrafe  is  a 
little  variations.  I  Ihall  therefore  anfwcr  thofe  two  as 
I  can ;  and  for  the  lafl,  I  return  it  you  again  by  thefe 
prefcnts,  afluring  you,  that  there  is  more  unaccounta- 
bility  in  your  letter's  little  finger,  than  in  mine's  whole 
body.  And  one  drain  I  obferve  in  it,  which  is  fre- 
quent enough ;  you  talk  in  a  myftical  fort  of  a  way, 
as  if  you  would  have  me  believe  I  had  fome  great  de« 
fign,  and  that  you  had  found  it  out :  your  phrafes  are, 
that  my  letter  had  the  effeft  you  judge  I  defigned  -,  that 
you  are  amazed  to  refleft  on  what  you  judge  the  caufc 
of  it;  and  wi(h  it  may  be  in  your  power. to  love  and 
value'  me  while  you  live,  tf^.  In  anfwcr  to  all  this,  I 
might  with  good  pretence  enough  talk  ftarchly,  and  af« 
fedb  ignorance  of  what  you  would  be  at  \  but  my  con-* 
jeAure  is,  that  you  think  I  obllrufted  your  infinuations 
to  pleafe  my  own,  and  that  my  intentions  were  the  fame 
with  yours.  In  anfwcr  to  all  which,  I  will  upon  my 
confcience  and  honour  tell  you  the  naked  truth.  Firft", 
I  think  I  have  faid  to  you  before,  that  if  my  fortunes 
and  humour  fcrved  me  to  think  of  that  (late,  I  fhould 
certainly,  among  all  pcrfons  on  earth,  nriake  your  choicei 
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becaufc  I  never  faw  that  perfon  whofe  converfationf 
entirely  valued  but  her's ;  this  was  the  utmoft  I  ever 
gave  way  to.  .And,  fecondly,  I  mu-ft  affurc  you  fin- 
ccrcly,  that  this  regard  of  mine  never  once  entered  to 
be  an  impediment  to  you ;  but  I. judged  it  would,  per- 
hapsy  be  a  clog  to  your  rifing  in  the  world ;  and  I  did 
not  conceive  you  were  then  rich  enough  to  make  your- 
iclf  and  her  happy  and  eafy.  But  that  objection  is  now 
quite  removed  by  what  you  have  at  prefent  i  and  by 
the  afTurances  of  Eaton's  livings.  I  told  you  indeedj 
that  your  authority  was  not  fufficient  to  make  overtures 
to  the  mother^  without  the  daughter's  giving  me  leave 
under  her  own  or  htr  friend's  hand,  which,  I  think, 
was  a  right  and  a  prudent  ftep.  However,  I  told  the 
mother  in^viinediatcly,  and  fpoke  with  all  the  advantages 
you  defcrve*  But  the  objc<5lion  of  your  fortune  being 
removed,  I  declare  I  have  no  other;  nor  fhall  any  con- 
fideration  of  my  own  misfortune,  in  lofing  fo  good  a 
friend  and  companion  as  her,  prevail  on  me  againft  hef 
intcreft  and  fcttlcment  in  the  world,  fmcc  it  is  held  fo 
neceflary  and  convenient  a  thing  for  Ladies  to  marry  ^ 
and  that  time  takes  off  from  the  laftre  of  virgins  in  all 
other  eyes  but  mine.  I  appeal  to  my  letters  to  herfclf, 
whether  1  was  your  friend  or  not  in  the  whole  concern  j. 
though  the  part  I  defigncd  to  aft  in  it  was  purely  paf. 
five,  which  is  the  utmoft  I  will  ever  do  in  things  of  this 
l»ature>  to  avoid  all  reproach  of  any  ill  confequence, 
that  may  enfuc  in  the  variety  of  worldly  accidents. 
Nay  I  went  fo  far  both  to  her  mother,  herfelf,  and,  I 
think  to  you,  as  to  fay  it  could  not  be  decently  broken; 
fince  I  fuppofcd  the  town  had  got  it  in  their  tongues^ 
and  therefore  I  thought  it  could  not  mifcarry  without 
fome  difadvantage  to  the  Lady's  credit.  I  have  always 
dcfcribed  her  lo  you  in  a  manner  different  from  thofe, 
who  would  be  difcouraging ;  and  mull  add,  that  though 

it 
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It  lidth  conic  ki  my  way  to  cohvtttc  with  pcrfons  of  the 
firft  rank,  and  of  that  fcx,  more  than  is  ufual  to  men 
bf  my  level,  and  of  biir  funftion  i  yet  I  hare  no  where 
met  with  a  htimour,  a  wit,  or  convcrfatiort  fo  agree- 
able, a  better  portiod  of  good  fenfc;  dr  a  truer  judg-^ 
tnent  of  men  and  things,  I  mean  here  in  England ;  fof 
as  to  the  Ladies  of  Ireland^  I  ani  a  perfedt  flfanger. 
As  to  her  fortune,  I  think  ydu  know  it  already;  and,  if 
you  refume  your  defigns,  and  wduld  hare  firther  intcU 
ligence;  I  (hall  fend  yod  a  patticular  account; 

I  give  you  joy  of  your  good  fortuneSi  and  envy  very 
much  your  prudence  ^nd  temper^  and  love  of  peace 
and  fcttlement,  the  reverfc  bf  which  hath  been  the 
grfcat  uneafinefs  of  my  lifcj  and  is  likely  to  continue  fo; 
And  What  is  the  rcfult  ?  En  queis  con/evimus  agros  I  I  find 
nothing  but  the  good  words  and  wifhes  of  a  decayed 
Miniftry,  whbfe  lives  and  mine  will  probably  Wear  out 
before  they  can  ferve  cither  my  little  hopes,  or  their 
own  ambition.  Therefore  I  am  refolved  fuddenly  to 
retire,  like  a  difcontented  courtier,  and  vent  myfelf  in 
ftudy  and  (peculation,  till  my  own  humour^  or  the 
fccne  here,  fliall  change.*' 

I  have  here  inferred  the  whole  of  this  letter^  both  as 
it  (Contains  a  candid  difplay  of  Swift's  fentiments  on  this 
occaQon,  and  is  a  ftrong  confutation  of  the  account 
given  of  it  by  his  relation  Deane  Swift,  in  his  Eflayi 
&c.  part  of  which  1  fliall  here  tranfcribe,  where  fpcak- 
ing  of  Mr.  Tifdal  he  fays— *' This  Gentleman  declared 
his  paflion>  and  made  her  propofals  of  marriage.  Now 
whether  it  was  artifice  in  Mrs.  Johnfon  to  rouze  affec- 
tions in  the  adamantine  heart  of  her  admired  objefli 
or  whether  it  was  a  reach  of  policy  in  Dr.  Swift,  to  ac* 
quaint  Mrs.  Johnfon  by  fuch  indireft  means  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  engaging  himfeif  in  a  married  life ; 
or  whether  in  truth  there  was  any  kind  of  artifice  ufed 
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on  cither  fide,  I  protcft  I  am  wholly  a  ftringer,  G?^,-^ 
Mrs.  Johnfon  difcovcrcd  no  repugnancy  to  the  nnatchf 
but  ftill  ffae  wotild  be  advifcd  by  DoAor  Swift.  The 
Dodor,  perhaps^  loth  to  be  feparated  from  fo  delightful 
a  companion^  threw  an  obftacle  in  the  way  that  was  nop 
lo  be  furmou'nced.  This  Gentleman  had  a  benefice  in 
the  church  of  a  conliderable  vahie^  about  a  hundred 
miles  from  Dublin,  which  required  his  attendance. 
Dr.  SwifCj  in  order  to  bring  matters  to  a  final  iflue^ 
made  him  an  overture  that  he  (hould  fettle  upon  his 
wife  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  pin-money.  The 
lover  indeed,  although  extremely  captiyated  with  the 
charms  of  his  miftrefs>  was  by  no  means  delighted  with 
this  propofal ;  he  defired  however  that  he  might  have  a 
night's  time  to  confider  of 'it  -,  and  the  next  mornings  ^ 
contrary  to  expe&ation,  he  agreed  to  the  terms.  Swiftj^ 
never  at  a  lofs  for  forrte  uncommon  flight  of  imagina- 
tion, infilled  farther  that  he  fhould  live  in  Dublin,  and 
keep  a  coach  for  his  wife.  The  Gentleman  had  more 
honour  than  to  promife  what  he  could  not  perform  % 
the  match  was  accordingly  broken  off:  in  a  fhort  time 
after  the  Doftor's  friend  married  a  woman  of  family^ 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair/'  In  what  a  mean 
felfifh  light  does  this  fabricated  account  place  Swift  1 
how  different  from  the  genuine  one  delivefod  by  him- 
fclfl  and  that  too  drawn  up  by  a  kinfmanjlrwho  writ 
profefiedly  to  vindicate  his  charafter.  But  the  match 
was  not  broken  off  by  any  artifice  rf  Swift's,  to  which, 
be  was  at  all  times  fuperion  The  refufal  came  from 
Mrs.  Johnfon  herfelf,  who,  though  (be  might  at  firft 
have  fliewn  no  repugnance  t6  it,  probably  with  a  view 
to  found  Swift's  fentiments,  and  bring  him  to  fome 
explanation  with  regard  to  her;  yet  When  it  came  to 
the  point,  (he  could  not  give  up  the  hope  long  nouri(h<* 
ed  in  her  bofom^  of  being  one  day  united  tp  the  ob;e£t 
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of  her  virgin  heart,  and  whom  fhc  confidercd  as  the 
firft  of  mankind.  From  that  time  we  do  not  find  chat 
flie  ever  encouraged  any  other  addreffcs,  and  her  life 
,  feemed  wholly  devoted  to  him.  She  paOfed  her  days 
from  the  year  1703  to  1710,  in  the  moft  perfcdt  retire- 
ment,  without  any  other  enjoyment  in  life  but  what  Ihe 
found  in  the  pleafure  of  his  fociety,  or  in  reading. 
Their  mode  of  living  was  this :  when  the  Do&or  was 
abfent  on  his  vifits  to  England^  ihe  and  her  companion 
took  up  their  refidence  at  his  parfonage  houfe  at  Larai» 
cor,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trim,  a  fmall  town  about 
ao  miles  diftant  from  Dublin.  When  he  returned,  they 
either  retired  to  a  lodging  at  Trim,  or  were  hofpitably 
received  in  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Raymond,  Vicar  of  that 
parifh.  Swift  grew  fo  enamoured  of  this  courfc  of  life, 
that  he  feemed  to  wilh  for  nothing  more  than  a  conti- 
nuance of  it.  The  charming  ibciety  and  delightful 
converfation  of  the  amiable  and  accompliQied  Stella, 
had,  by  long  habitude,  become  eflential  to  his  happi^ 
nefs,  and  made  him  lofe  all  relilh  for  every  other  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  when  abfent  from  her.  AH  the  more  vi* 
gorous  fprings  of  his  mind  were  relaxed  and  loft  their 
tone ;  and  even  the  powerful  paflions  of  ambition,  and 
defirc  of  wealth,  were  wholly  abforbed  in  this  truly  vo- 
luptuous ftate,  wherein  was  conftantly  mixed 

The  feaft  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul. 

A  ftate  of  true  epicurean  happinefs,  and  a  fource  of 
pleafures  beyond  the  conception  of  the  fenfualift,  which, 
far  from  cloying,  ftiU  encreafe  by  enjoyment,  and 
, which  can  only  be  the  portion  of  the  more  exalted 
minds,  and  refined  fpirits  of  this  world.  It  is  cerr 
tain  that  Swift's  foul  was  fo  intangled  by  thefe  charms, 
of  a  different  kind  indeed,  but  not  lefs  powerful  than 
»  S3.  thofc 
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thofe  of  Circe,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  relu&anoe  h« 
difengaged  himfelf  from  them,  though  but  for  a  (Hon 
time ;  nor  could  any  thing  but  afenfe  of  duty,  and  a  dcfire 
of  fcrving  the* church,  make  him  accept  of  a  commiflion 
for  that  purpofe,  which  occafioncd  his  journey  to  London 
in  September,  1710.  In  his  firft  letter  to  Mrs.  Johnfon» 
on  his  arrival  at  Chefter,  he  fays— '^  I  am  perfoftly  rcfolvcd 
to  return  as  foon  as  1  have  done  my  commiflion,  whether 
it  fucceeds  or  not.  I  never  went  to  England  with  fo  little 
dcfire  in  my  life.'*  In  the  January  following  he  fays-*^ 
y*  Farewell,  deareft  beloved  MD,  and  love  poor  poor 
Prcfto*)  who  has  not  had  one  happy  day  iince  he  left  you, 
as  hp^  faved.  It  i§  the  laft  fally  I  QiaJl  ever  make,  but 
I  hope  ft  will  turn  to  fomc  account.  I  would  make  MD 
and  me  eafy,  and  I  never  defircd  morc/'^^nd  in  fom« 
months  after,  he  exprcfles  his  impatience  of  this  long 
abfence  in  the  ftrpngeft  terms ;  where  addreffing  himfelf 
to  Stella,  he  faysr-**  You  fay  you  arc  not  fplenetickj 

but  if  you  be,  faith  you  will  break  poor  Prefto's , 

I  won't  fay  the  reft;  bgt  I  vow  to  God,  if  I  could  dc? 
cently  come  over  now,  I  would,  and  leave  all  fchemcs  of 
politics  and  ambition  for  ever."  In  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  letters  it  appears  that  not  all  the  homage  paid  him  by 
the  great,  the  fociety  of  the  choiceft  fpirjts  of  tjic.  age^ 
and  the  friendfliip  of  fpme  pf  the  wonhieft  chara^ers  of 
both  fcxes  -,  not  the  daily  increafe  and  fpreading  of  hi^ 
fame,  and  the  moft  flattering  profpc^j  bclfiare  |iim  of  for- 
tune and  prcfcrmcpt,  could  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
that  companiopj  whp  was  the  fupremc  delight  of  his  heart. 
In  the  midft  of  all  th^fe  he  telh  her,  that  his  beft  days 
here  are  tralh  tq  thofe  which  he  palled  with  hef.  In  order 
to  foftcn  in  fome  meafur^  the  rigpur  of  abfence,  he  had 
fettled  a  plan  at  parting,  that  they  fliould  keep  a  regular 
journal,  in  which  they  Ihould  fet  down  the  tranfadion^i 

•  MD  ftands  for  Stella,  and  Prcllo  for  Swift,  — 
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•f  the  day,  and  once  a  fortnight  tranfmit  it  to  f  ach  other. 
The  writing  and  receiving  of  thcfe  conftitutcd  the  chief 
pleafure  of  his  life  during  his  refidence  in  England.  •  Ic 
was  his  firft  employment,  when  he  avfokc  in  the  mornings 
the  laft,  before  he  clofcd  his  eyes  at  night.  He  makes 
frequent  mention  of  the  great  fatisfadiOA  he  finds  in  this 
kind  of  intercourfe.  In  his  Journal,  January  i6^  171 U 
he  fays—"  Prefto'3  at  home,  God  help  him,  every  night 
from  fix  till  bed-time,  and  has  as  little  enjoyment  or  plea- 
fure in  life  at  prefent,  as  any  body  in  the  world,  although 
in  full  favour  with  all  the  Miniftry.  As  hope  fayed,  no* 
thing  gives  Prefto  any  fort  of  dream  of  happinefs,  biit  a 
letter  now  and  then  feom  his  own  deareil  MD.  1  love 
the  expedation  of  it,  and  when  it  does  not  co^ne,  I  com* 
fort  oiyfelf  that  I  have  it  yet  to  be  happy  with.  Yea 
faidi,  and  when  I  write  to  MD,  I  am  bap^y  u>o:  it  is 
juft,  methinks,  as  if  you  were  here,  and  I  prating  to  you« 
and  telling  you  where  I  have  been,"  6?^.  And  ia 
another  place  "  When  I  find  you  are  happy  or  merry 
there,  it  makes  me  fo  here,  and  I  can  hardly  imagine 
you  abfent  whep  I  am  reading  your  letter,  or  writing 
fo  you.  No  faith,  you  are  juft  here  upon  this  little 
paper,  and  therefore  1  fee  and  talk  with  you  every  even* 
ing  conftandy,  and  fometimes  in  the  morning,"  C^£. 

This  mode  of  intercourfe,  during  their  feparation, 
was  adopted  by  him  upon  the  fame  cautious  principle, 
J^y  which  he  regulated  hjs  condu^  towards  her,  when 
he  lived  in  the  famp  place  with  her.  As  he  had  never 
trufted  bim&lf  ^one  with  her  then,  but  always  con- 
yerfed  with  her»  a3  was  bie:fpre  obferved,  in  the  prefence 
of  fome  third  pcrfon,  fo  his  Journals  were  conftantly 
addrefled  to  both  Ladies,  and  were  anfwcred  by  both 
in  the  fame  letter.  Had  he  entered  into  a  feparate  eor«- 
refpondence  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  it  would  be  hardly  poA> 
QbU  io  9void  coming  to  fome  explanation,^  that  muft 
,  S  4  cither 
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cither  have  ended  in  an  abfolute  engagement,  or  put  ft 
period  to  all  expeftation  of  that  fort :  both  which,  from 
fome  maxims  laid  down  by  him,  it  was  bis  bufinefs  to 
avoid.     In  this  way  of  writing  too,  he  might  give  a 
ioofe  to  all  expreffions  of  endearment  and  cendernefs^ 
with  which  his  heart  overflowed  for  one  of  the  objefts^ 
without  at  the  fame  time  giving  her  a  right  to  apply 
them  folely  to  hcrfclf,  as  they  were  addrefled  to  both. 
Accordingly  we  find,  intcrfperfed  through  the  Journal, 
feveral  parages  containing  the  warmeft  eflfudons  of  af-r 
fcftion,  which  the  qtmoft  fcnfibility  of  heart  could  pour 
forth.    Among  many  others,  I  (hall  cjuotc  a  few  of 
thefe,  as  they  occur  in  the  early  part  of  his  Journal, 
^^  And  fo  you  kept  Prefto's  little  hirtb-day,  I  warranty 
would toGod  I  had  been  prefent at  the  health,  rather 
than  here,  where  I  have  no  manner  of  pleafure,  no-i 
fhing  but  eternal  bufinefs  on  my  hands.     I  fliall  grow 
wife  in  time,  but  no  more  of  that;  only  I  fay,  Amen^^ 
with  my  heart  and  vitals,  that  we  may  never  i3e  afunder 
again,   ten  days  together,  while  poor  Prefto  lives.'* 
"  Do  as  you  pleafe,  and  love  poor  Prefto,  that  loves 
M.  D.  better  than  his  life,  a  thoufand  million  of  times.** 
*'  You  are  welcome  as  my  blood  to  every  farthing  I 
have  in  the  world  $  and  all  that  grieves  me  is,  I  am 
not  richer,  for  MD's  fake,  as  hope  faved."     •<  Fare- 
well, my  deareft  lives,  and  delights ;  I  love  you  better 
than  ever,  if  pofTible,  as  hope  fayed  I  do,   and  cyec 
will.     God  Almighty  blefs  you  ever,  and   nrvake  u!^ 
happy  together  i  I  pray  for  this  twice  every  day,  and  I 
hope  God  will  hear  my  poor  hearty  prayers.**  *^  1  will  fay 
no  more,  but  beg  you  to  be  eafy  till  fortune  takes  her 
courfe,  and  to  believe  that  MD's  felicity  is  the  great 
<nd  I  aim  at  in  all  my  purfuits."     Though  expreffions 
X>(  this  fort  are  in  general  addrefled  to  both  thefe  Ladies, 
yet  it  is  c^tain  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  muft  have  confidered, 
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them  as  meant  only  to  herfeif ;  for  the  other  Ladjr, 
Mrs.  Dingley,    was  far  from  meriting  any  Ikare  in 
Swift's  efteem  or  affection.    She  was  merely  one  of  the 
common  run  of  women,  of  a  middling  underftanding^ 
without  knowledge  or  tafte  s  and  fo  entirely  felfilhj  as 
to  be  incapable  of  any  fincere'  friendlhip,  or  warm  at- 
tachment.   In  fliort,  ibe  was  perfedly  calculated  to 
unfwer  Swift's  purpofes  in  the  pofl:  (be  occupied,  that 
of  an  infeparable  companion  to  Mrs.  Johnfon :  and  the 
narrownefs  of  her  circumftances,  which  confifted  only 
of  an  annuity  of  twenty-fcven  pounds  a  year,  too  lictfe 
to  fupport  her  without  the  afliftance  of  a  yearly  allow* 
ance  from  Swift,  kept  her  in  a  fixed  ftate  of  depend- 
icnce,  and  conformity  to  his  will.     No  wonder  there-* 
fore  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  always  entertained  expeftations 
that  Swift  would  offer  her  his  hand,  as  foon  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  encreaie  of  fortune  would  enable  him  to  do  it 
with  prudence.     While,  on  the  other  hand.  Swift  cau- 
tioully   avoided  any  declaration  of  that  fort,   which 
might  be  conilrued  into  a  promife,  and  left  himielf  at 
liberty  to  interpret  his  flrongeft  exprefTions  of  attach- 
ment,  as  proceeding  wholly  from  friendfhip,  and  a 
warmth  of  pure  affection,  which  had  been  encreafing 
from  her  early  age,  and  fettled  into  what  might  be  con- 
Jfidered  as  a  parental  fondnefs.     To  enter  thoroughly 
into  the  motives  of  this  condu<ft,  we  arc  to  recoiled 
that  Swift  always  had  in  remembrance  the  imprudent 
match  made  by  his  father,  which  left  his  widow  and 
children  in  fo  defolate  a  condition.    The  miferies  he 
had  fuffered  during  a  long  ftate  of  dependence,  even 
to  an  advanced  period  of  his  life,  made  fo  deep  an  im- 
prcffionon  his  mind,  that  he  determined  never  to  marry, 
ynlefs  his  fortune  were  fuch,  as  might  enable  him  to 
0iake  a  fuitable  provifion  for  his  wife,  or  any  offspring 
])«  mi^ht  have  by  her.    As  he  bad  no  great  propcnGty 
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to  the  marriage  ilatc>  on  feverai  accounts  bcfore-meaW 
tioned>  he  found  no  difficulty  in  keeping  this  refolu-* 
tion  i  yet  it  is  biglily  probable,  at  the  time  of  his  wri- 
ting this  part  of  the  Journal,  he  had  a  diftant  view  of 
being  united  fome  time  or  other  in  the  bands  of  wed* 
lock  to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  whenever  his  expcded  prefer* 
ment  in  the  Church,  and  fufficient  increafe  of  fortune 
ihould  render  it  eligible.  For,  though  he  might  him- 
felf  have  been  pcrfe£tly  content  to  h^ve  paffcd  the  reft 
of  his  life  with  her,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before^  on 
the  pure  Platonic  fyftem  j  yet  it  could  not  cfcape  his  pc* 
mtration,  that  (he  had  other  views,  and  felt  a  pafiioa 
for  him  not  quite  fo  refined.  And  the  charms  of  her 
fociety  had  become  fo  effential  to  his  happinefs,  that 
rather  than  run  a  rifk  of  lofing  it,  he  would  purchafc 
it  even  at  the  price  of  matrimony,  provided  it  could  be 
done  conQftently  with  the  unalterable  refolution  he  ha4 
laid  down. 

But  while  Swift's  thoughts  were  thus  employed,  and 
'dll  his  views  in  life  tended  to  this  point,  as  to  their  cen- 
ter, an  event  happened  which  unhinged  his  mind^  and 
filled  his  bofom  with  a  difturbance,  which  all  hiy  phi- 
lofophy  could  never  calm,  and  which  was  the  iburce  of 
much  difqoiet  to  him  ever  after  in  life.  This  arofc 
from  that  all-powerful  paflion,  which  the  grcateft  heroes, 
and  moft  renowned  fagcs,  have  not  been  able  to  with^ 
ftand,  I  mean,  love.  Hitherto  he  had  been  fo  muck 
upon  his  guard  againft  that  dangerous  paffion,  that  hr 
was  invulnerable  to  all  its  open  attacks,  even  in  the 
prime  of  youth ;  but  now  in  his  advanced  age,  be- 
trayed by  the  confidence  which  that  infpired,  he  was 
taken  by  furprife.  Among  the  great  number  of  his 
friends  in  London,  whofe  doors  were  always  open  to 
him,  there  was  none  wJiofe  houfe  he  fo  conftantly  frc- 
quentfd  as  that  of  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh^  which  he  made 
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vfe  of  as  if  it  were  his  home.  This  Lady  had  two 
daughters  i  the  eldcft,  foon  became  a  great  favourite  of 
hisj  as,  by  his  own  account,  fhe  was  po0efled  of  every 
good  quality,  and  adorned  with  every  accompUfhnicnt 
that  could  render  her  one  of  the  mod  perfcft  of  her  ftx. 
As  one  of  the  Do&or's  greatcft  delights  was,  to  culti^ 
vate  the  minds  pf  youth,  particularly  females,  he  took 
upon  himfelf  the  office  of  her  Preceptor,  to  direft  her 
in  her  ftudies,  and  inftil  into  her  mind  the  principles  of 
virtue,  and  feeds  of  knowledge.  Her  capacity  for 
learning  was  fuch,  that  ihe  imbibed  his  inftrudioni 
failer  th^  he  could  give  them  i  and  her  applicatioa 
was  (6  great,  that  in  lefs  than  two  years,  flie  made  fuch 
a  progrefs  as  aftonifhed  him.  But  about  that  time  he 
difcovered  ,a  ftrange  alteration  in  her.  She  no  longer 
delighted  in  bpoks,  no  longer  was  attentive  to  his  lec« 
tures.  The,  frequent  inftances  he  perceived  of  her  ab- 
fipnce  of  mind,  Ihewed  that  her  thoughts  were  roving 
about  fomething  el fe,. which  (he  had  more  at  heart. 
Upon  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this*  the  ingenuoufly 
QWfi^lj  h^r  p^ffioD  for  him,  and  that  her  whole  .foul  was 
occupied,  not  about  his  precepts,  but  her  Preceptor 
himfelf.  Nothing  could  have  aftoniflied  the  Dodor 
more,  or  thrown  his  mind  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  agita* 
tion,  as  an  unexpefted  declaration  of  that  fort.  He 
has  given  us  a  lively  picture  of  what  pafled  there  on  the 
pccafion,  in  the  following  lines : 

Cadenus  felt  within  him  rife 
Shame,  difappointment,  guilt,  furprifc. 
He  knew  not  how  to  reconcile 
Sych  language  with  her  ufual  ftyle: 
And  yet  her  words  were  fo  cxpreft. 
He  could  not  hope  (he  fpoke  in  jcft. 
I^is  thoughts  had  wholly  been  confined 
To  form  and  cultivate  her  mind. 
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He  hardly  knew,  till  he  was  told^ 

Whether  the  nymph  were  young  or  old : 

Had  met  her  in  a  public  place> 

Without  diftinguilhing  her  face. 

Much  lefs  could  his  declining  age 

Vanessa's  earlieft  thoughts  engage : 

And  if  her  youth  indifference  metj 

His  perfon  muft  contempt  beget. 

Or  grant  her  paflion  be  fincere. 

How  (ball  his  innocence  be  clear  P 

Appearances  were  all  fo  ftrongj 

The  world  muft  think  him  in  the  wrong  j 

Who*d  fay,  he  made  a  treacherous  ufe 

Of  witj  to  flatter  and  feduce : 

The  town  would  fwear  he  had  betray'd^ 

By  magic  fpells,  the  harmlefs  maid ; 

And  every  beau  would  have  his  jokes^ 

That  fcholars  were  like  other  folks ; 

And  when  Platonic  Bights  are  over. 

The  tutor  turns  a  mortal  lover :  « 

So  tender  of  the  young  and  fair  I 

It  fhew'd  a  true  paternal  care : 

Five  thoufand  guineas  in  her  purfe ! 

The  Dodor  might  have  fancy'd  worfc. 

In  his  firft  furprife  at  her  extraordinary  declaration^ 
he  tried  to  turn  it  off  by  raillery,  treating  it  as  a  thing 
fpoken  only  in  jeft  i  but  when  a  woman  has  once  bro- 
ken through  the  reftraint  of  decorum,  the  eftablifhed 
barrier  between  the  (exes,  fo  far  as  to  begin  the  attack, 
Ihe  is  not  eafily  to  be  rcpulfcd.  $hc  in  ftronger  terms 
both  avowed  and  juftified  her  paflion  for  him,  by  fuch 
arguments  as  mu(l  be  highly  flattering  to  his  felf-love. 
Of  the  impreflion  which  thefe  made  on  him,  he  gives 
the  following  account  in  the  fame  iPoem : 

Cadenus 
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Cadenus,  to  his  grief  and  fliame. 
Could  fcarce  oppofe  Vanessa's  flame ; 
And  tho'  her  arguments  were  ftrong. 
At  leaft  could  hardly  wiih  them  wrong. 
Howe'er  it  came^  he  could  not  tell. 
But  fure  Ihe  never  talk'd  fo  well. 
His  pride  began  to  interpofe^ 
'    Preferred  before  a  crowd  of  bfcauk : 
So  bright  a  nymph  to  come  unfoughtj 
Such  wonders  by  his  merit  wrought; 
'Tis  merit  mull  with  her  prevail. 
He  never  knew  her  judgment  fail; 
She  noted  all  (he  ever  read. 
And  had  a  moft  difcerning  head. 

'Tis  an  old  maxim  in  the  fchools. 
That  flattery's  the  food  of  fools : 
Yet,  now  and   hen,  your  men  of  wit 
Will  condefcend  to  pick  a  bit. 
So  when  Cadenus  could  not  hide. 
He  chofc  to  juftify  his  pride ;   ^ 
Conftruing  the  paflion  (he  had  (hewn. 
Much  to  her  praife,  more  to  his  own. 
Nature,  in  him,  had  merit  plac'd. 
In  her,  a  moft  judicious  tafte. 

Havibg  thus  artfully  brought  over  his  pride  and 
felf-love  to  her  party,  and  corrupted  his  judgmeqt  by 
the  moft  flattering  arguments,  the  Lady  found  no 
difliculty  to  make  a  conqueft  of  his  now  unguarded 
heart,  which,  however  relufbantly,  he  was  obliged  to 
fufrender  at  difcretion.  He  now  for  the  firft  time  felt 
what  the  paflion  of  love  was,  with  all  its  attendant  fymp- 
toms,  which  he  had  before  known  only  from  dcfcription, 
and  which  he  was  now  enabled  to  defcribq  himfclf  in 
the  ftrongeft  colours : 

Love  i 
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Love !  why  do  wc  one  paflion  caFl, 
When  'tis  a  compound  of  them  all  ? 
Where  hbt  and  cold,  where  (harp  and  fweet/ 
In  all  their  equipages  meet: 
Where  plcafures  mix'd  with  pains  appear^ 
Sorrow  with  joy,  and  hope  with  fear. 

To  his  lot  indeed  there  fell  a  much  greater  propoi*- 
tion  of  the  bitter  ingredients,  than  of  the  fweets  of 
love.    He  might  fay  with  Othello, 

Oh  now  for  ever 
Farewel  the  tranquil  mind,  farei^el  content ! 

All  the  plcafing  fcenes  of  fober  fedate  happinefe^ 
which  he  had  formed  to  himfelf  for  the  reft  of  hi»^days, 
in  the  fociety  of  Stella,  were  now  overfhadowed  and  e- 
clipfcd  by  the  intervention  of  a  brighter  objeft,  which 
promifed  plcafures  of  a  more  rapturous  kind.  And  yet 
they  were  plcafures,  which,  in  his  hours  of  cooler  reflec- 
tion, he  could  never  hope  to  tafte.  Any  idea  of  marri- 
age muft  havp.  appeared,  from  the  great  difparity  of  years, 
as  well  as  many  other  reafons,  to  the  laft  degree  prepof- 
terous.  '  Befides,  though  he  never  had  entered  into  any 
direft  engagement  of  that  fort  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  yet  by 
many  expreffions  in  his  letters  before  quoted,  almofb 
tantamount  to  an  engagement,  and  his  whole  conduft  to- 
wards her,  he  gave  her  juft  grounds  to  expert,  that  if 
ever  he  did  marry,  fbe  (hould  be  his  choice.  He  could 
not  therefore  have  given  preference  to  another,  without 
being  charged  with  cruelty  and  injuftice.  And  as  to  any 
illicit  commerce  between  them,  he  never  could  have  en- 
tertained a  thought  of  that,  without  firft  facrificing  all 
the  principles  of  honour,  morality,  and  religion,  by  which 
his  whole  conduft  in  life  had  hitherto  been  governed. 
In  this  critical  (ituation,  he  had  byt  one  wife  courfe  to 
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taktf,  in  order  to  cnfure  bis  future  peace,  which  was  to 
cftape  the  danger  by  Bight,  and  breaking  off  all  corre* 
fpondence  with  the  Lady.  But  whether  through  too 
great  confidence  in  his  ftrcngth,  or  giving  way  to  the  ir- 
refiftible  force  of  her  attraftion^  he  remained  in  the  perU 
lous  ficuation  of  a  conftant  intercourfe  with  her,  which 
daily  contributed  to  fan  their  mutual  flames. 

The  date  of  the  commencement  of  this  adventure, 
may  be  traced  almoil  to  a  certamty,'by  examining  the  lat- 
ter part  of  Swift's  Journal,  in  which,  from  March  171 1 
to  the  end,  thero  is  a  remarkable  change  in  his  manner 
of  writing  to  the  two  Ladies.  We  no  longer  find  there 
any  of  what  he  called,  the  little  language,  the  playful 
fallies  of  an  undiiguifed  heart,  to  a  bofoin  friend ;  no 
more  expreflions  of  cendernefs,  and  cordial  afitdion ;  no 
lepinings  at  his  long  continued  abfcnce;  nor  ardent 
wUhes  for  their  fpeedy  meeting  again ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, we  fee  nothing  but  a  dry  Journal  continued  out  of 
form,  made  up  of  trifling  incidents,  news,  or  politics, 
without  any  thing  in  the  matter,  or  expreflion,  at  all  in- 
terefting  to  the  parties  addrefied.  And  now  inflead  of 
that  eager  Iblicitude  to  return,  which  he  had  formerly  ib 
frequently  and  fo  earneftly  declared,  he  contents  himfelf 
with  cold  excufcs  for  his  long  continuance  in  London. 
And  juft  before  his  fetting  otit  for  Ireland,  in  order  to 
take  pofleflion  of  his  Deanery,  he  writ  a  formal  letter  of 
bufinefs  to  Mrs.  Dingley,  May  16,  171 3,  in  which  he 
makes  no  mention  of  Stella,  nor  exprefies  the  leaft  fatis- 
fa£tion  at  his  n^ar  expe&ation  of  feeing  them  again.  Cn 
his  arrival  there,  inftead  of  the  joy  and  tranfporr,  to  which 
he  bad  once  looked  forward,  on  being  re  united  to  the 
objeft  of  all  his  wiflies,  after  fb  long  a  fcparation,  the 
whole  fcence  was  changed  to  cold  indifference,  or  gloomy 
melancholy.  In  a  letter  to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  dated 
from  Laracor,   July  8,  17 1  j,  he  fays,  "  At  my  firft 
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coming,  I  thought  I  ihould  have  died  with  dKcDhtent  $ 
and  was  horribly  mdancholy  while  they  were  iaftaUing 
me,  but  it  begins  to  wear  ofi»  and  change  to  dulnefe/* 
Who  thac  read  the  former  part  of  his  Journal  to  Stella^ 
replete  with  fucb  ardent  wilhes  for  their  meeUng  again 
never  to  part,  rnore^  as  the  confummatbn  of  all  his  views 
of  happinefs  in  life,  could  have  expefted  fuch  a  thaifge  ? 
And  who  does  not  now  fee  the  true  caufe  of  thac  change  P 

In  this  uheafy  fituation^  we  may  fuppofe  it  Was  not 
with  much  reluAknce  he  obeyed  the  call  of  his^  friends; 
to  return  immediately  to  Engiand^  in  otder  to  make  vp 
ft  new  breach  between  the  Minifters,  which  threatened 
ruin  to  the  party.  Though  this  was  the  oftenfible  caufe 
of  bis  fudden  departure,  yet  perhaps  there  was  meiik 
ntore  attraSive  which  drew  him  over  at  that  time. 

Soon  after  his  arrival^  he  wrote  that  beautiful  Poem 
called  Cadenus  and  VanejQa.  His  firft  defign  in  thift 
fecms  to  have  been  to  break  off  the  connexion  ia  the 
policed  manner  poffible,  and  put  an  end  to  any  expe£ta* 
ciofls  the  Lady  might  have  formed  of  a  future  union  be* 
tween  them.  To  ibften  the  harlhnefs  of  a  refiifal  of  her 
proffered  hand,  the  greatefi:  of  mortificatbns  co  a  woman, 
young,  beautiful,  and  poflefled  of  a  good  fortune,  he 
painted  all  her  perfe£Uons  both  of  body  and  mind,  in 
fuch  glowing  colpurs,  as  mufl:  at  lead  have  highly  grab* 
jfied  her  vanity,  and  (hewn  that  he  was  far  from  being  in* 
ienfible  to  her  charms,  though  prudence  forbad  his  yield* 
ing  to  his  inclinations.  However  determined  he  might 
be  at  the  commencement  of  the  Poem,  he  kept  his  refo* 
lution  but  ill  in  the  profecution  of  it.  Happy  had  it  been 
both  for  him  and  her,  had  he  concluded  it  with  a  denial 
in  fuch  exprcfs  and  peremptory  terms,  as  would  have  left 
her  no  ray  of  hope :  but  inftead  of  that,  he  leaves  the 
whole  in  a  dubious  date.  She  was  too  (harp-fighted  not 
to  perceive,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  philofopby, 
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love  had  taken  poflelfion  of  his  heart,  and  made  it  rebel 
againft  bis  head.  As  her  paflioQ  for  him  was  &r&  iofpired 
by  his  wit  and  genius,  a  Poem  wriuen  in  fuch  exqui(ice 
tafte,  of  which  fhe  was  the  fubje£):«  and  where  ihe  fa^ 
herfelfdreft  out  in  the  moft  flattering  colours^  was  not 
likely  to  sdminifter  to  her  cure.  On  the  contrary,  it 
only  ferved  to  add  freih  fuel  to  the  flame.  And  as  his 
love  originally  ar^fe  fro^  fympathy,  it  muft,  from  the 
iame  caufe,  increafe  with  the  growth  of  hers. 

Meaptiipe  the  unfortunate  Stella  languiOied  in  abfence 
and  negle^.  The  Journal  wa$  not  renewed,  nor  are  therp 
.any  traces  remaining  of  the  leaft  correfpondence  between 
.them,  during  Swift's  whole  ftay  in  England:  while  a 
continual  intercourfe  was  kept  up  between  Vaneflfa  and 
him.  She  was  the  Qrfl:  perfon  he  wrote  to  on  his  retire- 
ment to  Letcomb,  ibme  time  before  the  Queen's  deaths 
and  the  laft,  on  his  departure  from  that  place  to  Ireland. 
He  arrived  there  in  a  much  more  gloomy  Aate  of  mind 
than  .before,  as  the  death  of  the  Queen  had  broke  all  hia 
meafures,  and  put  an  end  to  all  future  prpfpe&s,  either 
for  the  publick  or  hinpfelf.  He  has  given  vent  to  his  me- 
lancholy refle&ions  on  bis  fituation  in  a  {hort  Poem,  writ- 
ten during  a  fit  of  iUnefs  which  had .  feized  him  fooa 
after  his  arrival  I  of  which  the  following  line^  make  a 
part. 

My  date  of  health  none  pare  to  learn« 
My  life  is  here  no  fouPs  concern. 
And  thofe  with  whom  I  now  converle. 
Without  a  tear  will  tend  my  hcrfc. 
Som^  formal  viflts,  looks,  and  ^orda^ 
What  mere  humanity  affords^ 
I  ^eet  perhaps  from  three  or  four^ 
VtQjn  whom  I. once  cxpefted  more; 
Which  thofe  who  tend  the  fick  for  pay, 
Caa  aft  as  decently  as  they. 

T  But 
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But  no  obliging  tender  friend  ^ 

To  help  at  my  approaching  end  : 
Mj  life  is  now  a  burden  grown 
To  others,  ere  it  be  my  own. 

Is  it  pollible  to  conceive  that  this  conld  be  the  cafe 
while  he  was  in  the  fame  country  with  his  once  adored 
Stella  ?^  But  it  is  probable  that  re(entnr>ent  at  bis  long  n^- 
led,  and  total  change  of  behaviour  towarid  her,  as  (he 
was  a  woman  of  high  fpirit,  might  have  fixed  her,  at  that 
}un£hire,  in  a  refolution  of  living  feparately  from  him  in 
her  courrcry  retiremenr,  where  the  account  of  his  illnefs 
might  not  have  reached  her.  The  arrival  of  Vancfla  in 
Dublin,  whofe  impatient  love  would  not  fufFer  her  to  ftay 
long  behind  him,  was  the  foorce  of  much  inquietude  to 
Swift.  There  was  nothing  he  feemed  to  dread  more  than 
that  his  infttmacy  with  her  fhould  take  wind  in  Dublin. 
He  had  warned  her  of  this  in  his  farewell  letter  to  her 
4rom  Letcomb,  before  his  departure.  "  If  you  are  in 
Ireland  when  I  am  there,  I  (hall  fee  you  very  feldom» 
It  is  not  a  place  fof  any  freedom ;  but  it  is  where  every 
thing  is  known  in  a  weeky  and  magmfied  a  hundred  de- 
grees. Thefe  are  rigorous  laws  that  mufl:  be  pafled 
through  <  but  it  is  probable  we  may  meet  in  London  in 
Winter;  or,  if  not,  leave  all  to  fate,  that  feldom  comos-^ 
to  humour  our  inclinations.  I  fay  all  this  out  of  the  per- 
fect eftccm  and  friendfhip  I-hav«  for  you.^  And  after 
her  arrival  he  writes  to  the  fame  efFecSt.  •*  I  received 
your  letter  when  feme  company  was  with  trie  on  Saturday 
night,  and  it  put  me  in  fuch  ccmfuffon  th^t  I  could  not 
tell  what  to  do.  This  morning  a  woman  who  does  bu(t* 
ne&  for  me,  told  me  (he  heard  I  was  m  love  with  one 
— •  naming  you,  and  twenty  particulars;    that  little 

mailer and  I  vifitcd  you  ;  and  that  the  Archbi(hop 

did  ib  >  and  that  you  had  abundance  of  wit>  &fr.    1  ever 

ieared 
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fhfid  the  tattle  of  this  nafty  town,  drid  told  you  To  j  and 
khat  was  thd  reafbri  I  faid  to  you  lorlg  ago,  thaC  1  would 
fee  yoii  feldom  when  yoii  were  ifi  Ireland  •  arid  I  riiuft 
beg  yoil  to  be  fcafy.  If,  fOr  foiile  tinie,  1  Vilit  you  fel- 
donncr,  and  not  in  fb  particular  a  manner.  I  will  fed 
you  at  the  latter  erid  of  the  week^  if  f)oflible.  Thefe  art 
accidents  in  life  thdt  are  neceffaryj  arid  muft  bci  fubmitted 
to ;  and  tattle,  by  the  help  df  difcfetion,  will  wear  dfF.'* 
But  difcretlon  was  ill  fuited  to  a  mind,  now  under  tht 
dominion  of  an  ungovernable  palTion,  and  which  had  no 
bther  enjoyment  in  life,  but  in  the  fociety  of  the  beloved 
bbjcft.  She  importuned  him  fo  with  lettersj  nlcflagesi 
:ind  com{)laihts,  that  he  was  obliged  to  aflbme  a  fterneft 
of  behaviour  to  her,  arid  treat  her  with  a  rigbur  quite  fo^ 
reign  to  his  heart  *.  The  efFeA  this  had  6n  her;  is  moft 
'  feelingly  fet  forth  iH  one  of  her  letttrs^  1714.  •*  Yoii 
bid  me  be  eafy,  and  you  i^buld  fee  tDe  a)  oftett  as  yoU 
could.  You  had  better  have  faid,  as  often  as  yoii  could 
get  the  better  of  your  inclinations  fo  mtich  ;  br  as  ofteti 
as  ydu  remembered  there  w^s  ftjth  a  one  in  the  ^orldi 
If  you  continue  to  treat  me  a3  you  do,-  ydu  will  riot  ht 
made  uneafy  by  nrie  long.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribfc 
what  I  have  fufFered  fmcc  I  faw  you  laft.  I  arti  ftire  I 
could  have  borne  the  rack  much  better,  than  thofe  kil- 
ling, killing  words  of  your*s.  Sometimes  I  haireTefolved 
td  die  without  feeing  you  mdre ;  but  thofc  fefolves,  to 
your  misfortune,  did  not  laft  long.  For  there  is  fome- 
thing  in  human  i  ature^  that  prorhpts  one  fo  fo  find  re^ 
iief  in  this  world,  I  muft  give  way  tovit;  and  beg  you 
would  fee  me^  and  fpeak  kindly  to  the  -,  for  I  am  furd 
)rou*d  not  condemn  any  one  to  fuffcr  what  I  have  done, 

•  Tn  anrwcr  to  a  letter  whith  flie  had  fent  afier  him  by  her  fervant 
when  he  was  on  the  ibad  to  Thilips  town,  he  concludes  thus  :  ."  t 
liave  rode  a  tedious  journey  to-day,  and  c-n  hy  no  more.  Ncr  flia'il 
you  know  where  1  am  till  J  comci  and  then  1  will  fee  yoa.  A  ftg  for 
.ywr  ktters  and  mcflages,'* 

T  i  could 
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could  you  but  know  it.  The  reafon  I  write  to  you,  is, 
becaufe  I  cannot  tell  it  you  Ihould  I  fee  you.  For  when 
i  begin  to  complain,  then  you  are  angry ;  and  there  19 
fomethbg  in  your  looks  to  awful^  that  it  ftrikes  me 
dumb.  Oh  I  that  you  may  have  but  fo  much  regard  for 
me  left,  that  this  complaint  may  touch  your  foul  with 
pity.  I  fay  as  little  as  ever  I  can ;  did  you  but  know 
what  I  thought,  I  am  fure  it  would  move  you  to  forgiv^ 
me,  and  believe,  I  cannot  help  telling  you  this  and 
live.'' 

But  whatever  uneafinefs  VaneiTa  mi^t  fuffer  from  this 
condud  of  her  lover  towards  her,  poor  Stella  was  ftiU 
more  unhappy.  All  the  fond  hopes  which  Ihe  had  inr 
dulged  fo  many  years,  the  completion  of  which  (he  had 
expected  upon  his  preferment,  and  increale  of  fortune^ 
were  now  turned  to.defpair,  from  the  total  filence  which  , 
he  obferved  on  that  head,  and  the  remarkable  change  in 
his  behaviour  towards  her.  To  the  pangs  of  difappoin^ 
ment,  were  added  the  dings  of  jealoufy ;  for  love  had 
made  her  too  inquifidve,  not  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  this 
fdteration  in  him.  There  are  ibme  paflages  in  the  Jour- 
nal relative  to  the  Vanhomrighs,  which  fhew  that  the 
feeds  of  jealoufy  were  early  fown  in  her  mind,  upon 
Swift's  being  fo  domeftic  there  when  in  London ;  and 
upon  Vanefia's  arrival  in  Dublin,  it  is  more  than  probar 
ble  (he  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  their  motions,  ^ht 
following  beautiful  verfes  of  her's  on  that  fubjeft,  (hew 
clearly  (he  was  under  the  dominion  of  that  paflion. 

Ok    Jealousy. 

O  (hield  me  from  his  rage,  ccleftial  Powers ! 
This  tyrant,  that  embitters  all  my  hours. 
Ah  Love !  you've  poorly  play'd  the  hero*s  part ; 
You  conquered,  but  you  can't  defend  my  heart. 

When 
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When  firft  I  bent  beneath  your  gentle  reign, 
I  thought  this  monfter  banilh'd  from  your  train  : 
But  you  would  raife  him  to  fupport  your  throne^ 
And  now  he  claims  your  empire  as  his  own. 
Or  teir  me,  tyrants,  have  you  both  agreed 
That  where  one  reigns,  the  other  Ihafi  fuccccd. 

Thus  oppreflcd  at  once  by  love,  jealoufy,  and  difap- 
pointmenti  her  fpirits  funk,  a  fettled  melancholy  preyed 
upon  her  heart,  which,  with  a  natural  tendency  to  a  de- 
cay, impaired  her  health  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  give  the 
inoft  alarming  fymptohfis  of  an  approaching  diflblution. 
Shocked  with  the  apprehenfion  of  lb  fatal  an  event,  where- 
of he  muft  be  confcious  to  himfelf  he  was  the  caufe ;  and 
moved  with  compaffion  at  the  ftate  to  which  he  faw  her 
feduced,  all  Swift*s  former  tendernefs  and  afFedion  for 
?iier  revived  in  fiis  breaft ;  and  baniflied  every  other  idea 
from  his  mind,  but  what  tended  to  the  prefcrvation  of  a 
life  fo  precious.  He  employed  a  common  friend  to  bo^ 
to  learn  from  her  the  fecret  caufe  of  that  dejcftion  Q^npi- 
rits,  which  had  fo  vifibly  preyed  upon  her  hea]|lP;  and 
to  know  whether  it  was  by  any  means  in  his  power  to 
remove  it ;  affuring  her  that  nothing  (hould  be  wanting 
oh  his  part,  to  reftore  her  to  that  tranquillity  of  mind, 
upon  which  fo  much  of  his  own  happincfi  depended. 
Upon  this  application  Mrs.  Johnfon  opened  her  mind 
fully  to  this  friend.  She  told  him  that  from  the  peculia- 
rity of  her  circumftances,  and  the  Angular  connexion  (he 
had  with  Swift  for  fo  many  years,  there  had'  been  great 
room  given  for  the  tongue  of  flander  to  exert  itfclf.  That 
fhe  had  learned  to  bear  with  this  patiently,  as  Ihe  had 
reafon  to  expedt  that  all  reports  of  that  fort  would  be  ef- 
faced by  marriage,  as  fooii  as  Swift  (hould  be  in  circiim- 
ftances  to  make  her  a  propofal  of  that  nature.  That  (he 
now  faw  with  the  deepeft  concern,  ever  fince  his  promok 

T  3  tion^ 
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lion,  his  behaviour  towards  her  had  been  wbollj  changed^ 
fuid  a  cold  indiffereqpe  had  fqcceeded  to  the  warmed  pro^ 
feflfions  of  eternal  affeftion.     That  the  necelfary  coqfe- 
quence  v^rould  be,  an  indelible  ftain  fixed  upqn  her  cba* 
rafter,  and  the  lofs  of  her  good  pame,  which  was  muct^ 
dearer  to  her  than  life.     Swift  in  anfwer  tQ  this,  faid, 
that  he  had  early  in  life  laid  down  two  maxiois  with  re- 
gard to  matriti)ony,  front)  which  he  was  determined  never 
(o  depart.     One  was,  never  to  marry,  unlefs  he  was  be? 
forehand  poflefled  qf  a  decent  provifion  for  a  family ;  Ji- 
liother  was,  unlefs  this  (hould  be  the  cafe  at  a  time  of 
life  whei>  he  ipight  reafgnably  exped^  (o  brctrd  up  hi$ 
ph^ldren,  and  fee  them  properly  entered  into  the  world. 
With  regard  tq  the  Qrft  article*  he  was  fp  far  from  having 
pny  thing  beforehand,  that  he  was  ftill  in  debt ;  and  the 
imall  prcferpfient  he  had  qbtained,  to  which  he  had  now 
no  hopes  qf  ever  receiving  any  addition,  gave  him  bu( 
little  profpeft  of  ever  ^ccumqlating  a  fortune.    And  a 
to  the  fecpnd,  he  had  already  paQed  tjiat  period  of  life| 
after  which  it  was  his  fixed  refolution  never  to  marry. 
That  of  ^U  women  upon  earth,  could  he  have  entered  in- 
to that  ftate  cpnfiftcntly  with  thcfe  principles^  (be  ihould 
have  been  his  choice.     And  as  her  apprehenfions  about 
her  charadter's  fuffering  feemed  to  weigh  the  heavieft  OQ 
I)er  mind,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  thofe,  he  was  ready 
to  go  through  the  ceremony  of  marriage  with  her,  upon 
two  conditions.    The  firit  was,  that  they  fliould  condnu? 
to  live  feparatcly,  exaftly  in  the  fame  manner  as  before ; 
the  fecond,  that  it  (hould  be  kept  a  prpfound  fecret  from 
all  the  world,  unlefs  fome  urgent  neceflity  (hould  call  for 
the  difcpyery.     However  (hoft  of  Sjella'^  e}rpeAation3 
thefe  cpnditions  might  be,  yet  as  (he  knew  the  inflexibi- 
lity qf  Swift's  rcfolutions,  (he  readily  embraced  them; 
And  ^s  it  is  probjible  that  her  chief  uheafinefs  arofe  from 
jeabufy,  and  the  apprehenfions  (he  ytas  under  that  he 

might 
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naght  be  induced  to  marry  Miis  Vanhomrigby  fhewouk} 
at  leaft  have  the  fatigfadion,  by  this  meafure,  of  rendetr 
ing  fuch  a  union  with  her  rival  imprafticable.  Accordr 
iagly  the  ceremony  was  performed  without  witneflcs,  and 
the  connubial  knot  tied  in  the  year  17.169  by  Dr.  A(he» 
Bifliop  of  Clogher,  to  whom  Swift  had  been  a  pupil  in 
the  college ;  and  who,  as  I  have  been  informed,  was  the 
common  friend  to  both,  employed  in  the  above,  negotia- 
tion *.  But  the  conditions  upon  which  this  union  was 
formed,  were  pundtually  fulfilled.  She  ftiU  continued 
at  her  lodgings  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  town,  where  tbt 
received  his  viGts  as  ufual,  and  returned  them  at  the 
deanery,  in  company  with  her  friend  Mrs  Dingley.  As 
foon  as  Swift's  finances  were  in  order,  he  departed  from 
that  Arid  oeconomy  which  he  had  obferved  while  he  waf 
in  debt,  and  kept  two  publick  days^  on  which  be  invited 
parties  of  his  friends  to  dinner ;  where  Mrs.  Johnfon  al- 
ways made  one  of  the  circle,  though  without  any  diftinA 
charader  or  place  from  the  other  gueflis.  The  elegance 
of  her  manners,  the  fweetnefs  of  her  difpofition,  and 
brilliancy  of  her  wit,  rendered  her  the  general  objed  of 
admiration  to  all  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  have  a  place  in 
chat  enviable  fociety.  A  certain  dignity  of  deportment, 
confcious  virtue  alone  can  give,  and  a  native  modefty 
which  (hone  forth  in  all  her  words  and  actions,  fccured 
her  from  the  "bufy  tongue  of  Qander,  nor  was  the  breath 
of  calumny  heard  to  whifper  againft  her.  And  whatever 
Angularity  might  appear  in  this  their  mode  of  living,,  was 
only  conffdered  as  one  of  Swift's  peculiarities ;  who,  in 
many  other  inftances,  did  not  think  himfelf  bound  to 
conform  to  the  ufual  cuftoms  of  the  world.    There  were 

*  The  whole  account  of  this  tranfa^ion  was  given  me  by  Mrs. 
8ican,  a  Lady  of  uncommon  nnderftanding,  fine  tafte>  and  great 
goodnefs  of  heart :  on  which  account  (he  was  a  great  favourite  both 
with  the  Deaa  and  Mrs.  Johnibn. 

T  4  indeed 
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indeed  mbny  idle  reafons  affigned  by  bufy  curibtis  people^' 
for  their  not  cohabiting,  but  none  that  ever  glanced  ac 
her  charafter. 

Having  fttisSed  the  fcmplcs  of  Mrs.  JoRhBii  by  pifl 
fing  tbrongh  the  cerernbhy  of  marriage,  Wh6k  recovered 
health  and  IJ^irits  added  new  charms  ro  thit  convttfetioni 
once  his'fupreme  delight.  Swift's  next  care  was,  to  put 
a'n  end  to-iny  hopes  Vanefli  might  ftill  entertain,  againft 
^hicli  thfere  wa9*now  &n  inTuperable  bar.     With  this  vle^ 
iie  paid  Hei^  a  viBt  in  company  with  Mr.  De^h  Winter,  k 
Gentleman  of  good  fortune,  who  was  her  profcffed  ad- 
intrcr,  and  had  made  overtures  of  marriage  to  her.     No- 
thing couH  have  been  a  greater  mortification  to  her  love- 
fick  mind,  .tfeh  fuch  a  vift,  as  it  implied  a  recommenda-. 
ttoh  of  Ws  ;rival,  and  an  entire  renunciarroti  of  his  owft 
^pretenffonsv-  STie  rejeiScd  his  propofals  with  difdain,  ais 
Weil  as  th6fe  6f  every  foiior  who  offered,  having  centered 
•^II  her  virws  of  happinefs  in  life  in  the  poflcffion  of  Ca-» 
denus.    TPd  avoid  all  importunities  of  that  fort,  (he  re- 
.tired  to  a  fmall  houfe  on  her  eftate  near  Cdbridge,  where, 
in  filcnde  Wrtd  folitude,  fhe  indulged  her  fatal  pa ffion,  till 
it  rofe  almoft  to  a  pitch  6f  frenzy.     All  other  ideas  but 
what  related  to  Cadcnus,  were  banrflied  from  her  mind 
and  all  the  facukies  of  her  foul  were  abforbtd  in  love. 
She  wrote  conftantly  to  him  in  the  moft  paffldnatfr  ftyle, 
nor  could  the  coldnefs  of  his  anfwers  in  the  l6aft  abate  her 
flame.     The  following  letter Tent  to  him  firdm  Celbridge, 
will  befl  paJnt  the  ftate  of  her  mind. 

•*  TcH  me  finccrely,  if  you  have  once  wifhed  with 
earneftnefs  to  fire  me,  (ihce  I  wrote  tp  you :  no,  fb  far 
from  that,  yoo  have  not  once  pitied  me,  though  I  toM 
you  I  was  diftrefled.  Solitude  is  infqpportable  to  a  mind 
which  is  not  eafy.  I  have  worn  out  my  days  in  fighing, 
,  and  my  nights  with  watching  and  thinking  of  Cadenu^^ 
who  thipks  not  of  me,    How  mat^y  letters  (ball  I  fend 

you 
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ybu  before  t  receive  an  anfwer  ?  Can  you  dcnjr  me,  ia 
my  mifery,  the  only  comfort  which  I  can  expcd  at  prc- 
fent  ?  Oh  that  I  could  hope  to  fee  yoti  henr,  or  that  I 
could  go  to  ytou !  I  was  bom  with  violent  paffions,  which 
terminated  all  in  one,  that  inexprefflbfc  pritioh  I  have  for 
you.    Confidfer  the  killing  emotions  which  I  feel  froni 
your  ncgkft  of  itie  5  and  fliew  fome  lendernefs  for  me, 
or  I  (hall  loie  my  fenfes.    Sure  yod  cannot  poflibly  be  to 
inuch  taken  up,  but  you  might  command  a  moment  to 
write  to  me,  and  force  yoar  inclinations  to  fo  great  a  cha- 
rity,    I  firmly  believe,  if  I  could  know  your  thoughts, 
(which  no  creature  is  capable  of  gueflirrg  at,  beeaule  nc^ 
ver  any  one  living  thought  like  you)  I  fhoiild  find  yon 
had  often,  in  a  rage,  Wiihed  me  religious,  hoping  thdk 
1  ihould  have  plid  my  devotions  to  Heaven  :  but  that 
•would  not  fpare  you  1  for  were  I  an  enthufiaft,  ftill  yoii'd 
be  die  Deity  I  JSloutd  worthip^     What  marks  are  the* 
ef  a  Deity,  but  what  yoo  are  to  be  known  by  ?  You  aic 
•prefent  e^ry  where  5  your  dear  image  is  always  befoitB 
my  eyes.     Sometimes  you  ftrike  me  with  that  prodigiotis 
awe,  I  tremble  with  fear:  at  other  times  a  charming 
coMps^BoQ  (bines' through  your  countenance,  which  rc« 
vives  my  foul.     Is  it  not  more  reaibnable  to  adoi^  a  ra- 
diant form  one  has  ieen,  than  one  only  defcribed  ?'' 

We  may  fee  from  this  epiftle  to  what  a  romantic  height 
her  paflTion  had  arifen.  Not  the  mod  entlmfiaftic  ftrains 
from  Eloiia  to  Abelard,  could  exceed  thofe  of  Vanefla  to 
Cadenus.  Length  of  time,  initead  of  diminiihing,  ferved 
only  to  encreaie  the  violence  of  her  paffion  ;  and  the  ge- 
neral coldnefs  of  her  lover,  far  from  cxtinguilhing  the 
'  0ame,  made  it  btaze  forth  the  more.  It  mull  be  confeft 
indeed,  that  Swift's  condu^  towards  her  was  far  from 
being  confident.  Whatever  refolutions  he  had  formed^ 
.  to  try  by  negied  and  ill  ufage  to  put  an  end  to  that  ar« 
(iQur  of  love,  wbkh  caufed  him  infinite  uneafinefs,  yet 
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he  was  fcldom  able  to  keep  tbem  when  in  her  prefeocc* 
Whecher  compaflion  for  the  fufferings  of  an  unhappy 
young  woman,  wbofe  life  was  wafting  away  in  mifery  on 
his  account,  operated  oo  his  humanity }  or  whether  his 
own  paflion  for  her  was  too  ftrong  for  all  his  philolbphy, 
it  is  certain  he  could  never  mbfter  up  refolution  enough 
entirely  to  break  off  the  connexion,  the  only  poffible 
way  by  which  a  cure  could  be  effected.  If  his  coldnefs, 
or  even  rudenefs,  at  times,  drove  her  almoft  to  defpair; 
ft  others,  the  kindnefs  of  his  behaviour,  and  marks  of 
Cendcrnefs,  revived  her  hopes.  Or  as  (he  more  ftrongly 
expreffes  k  in  her  leaer,  ^'  Sometimes  you  ftrike  me  with 
that  piodigbus  awe,  I  tremble  with  fear ;  at  other  times,^ 
a  charming  compafllon  (bines  through  your  countenance^ 
which  revives  my  foul.*'  In  this  alternate  fucceflion  of 
hopes  and  fears,  in  this  miferable  (late  of  fufpenfce,  did 
che  wretched  Vaneflfa  pafs  her  days  till  the  year  17 ao, 
.-when  Swift  feemed  determined  to  put  an  end  to  an  inter-- 
coorfe,  the  fource  of  fo  much  unhappinefs  to  both.  Up^ 
jon  this  occa(ion  (he  wrote  him  the  following  letter : 

Celbridge,  1720. 

^  Bblieve  me  it  is  with  the  utniofl:  regret  that  I  now 
complain  to  you,  becaufe  I  know  your  good  nature  fuch, 
that  you  cannot  fee  any  human  creature  miferable,  with- 
out being  fenfibly  touched.  Yet  what  can  I  do  ?  I  muft 
either  unload  my  heart,  and  tell  you  all  its  griefs,  or  (ink 
under  the  inexpre(fible  diftrefs  I  now  fuffcr,  by  your  pro- 
digious^egleA  of  me.  It  is  now  ten  long  weeks  (ince  I 
faw  you  I  and  in  all  that  time,  I  have  never  received  but 
one  letter  from  you,  and  a  little  note  with  an  excufc.  Oh  ! 
have  you  forgot  me  ?  You  endeavour  by  feverities  to  force 
me  from  you.  Nor  can  1  blame  you  -,  for,  with  the  ut- 
moft  diftrefs  and  confuGon,  I  beheld  myfelf  the  caufe  of 
uneafy  reflections  to  you ;  yet  I  cannot  comfort  you  j  but 
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^re  declare^  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  o£  art,  tune,  or 
aiccident,  to  leffen  the  inexpreffible  paflion  which  I  have 
ibr  Cadffnus,  Put  my  paflion  under  the  utmoft  rcftraint ;  ^ 
fend  me  as  diftant  from  you  as  the  earth  will  allow,  yet 
you  cannQt  banifh  thofe  charming  ideas,  which  will  ever 
ftick  by  me,  while  I  have  the  ui'e  of  memory.  Nor  is 
the  love  I  bear  you  only  feated  in  my  foul,  for  there  is 
not  a  fingle  atom  of  my  frame,  that  is  not  blended  with 
it.  Therefore  do  not  flatter  yourfelf  that  feparation  will 
ever  change  my  fentiments  ^  for  I  find  myfelf  unquiet  ia 
the  midft  of  filence,  and  my  heart  is  at  once  pierced  with 
forrow  and  love.  For  Heaven's  fake  tell  me,  what  has 
(laufed  this  prodigious  change  in  you,  which  I  found  of 
late*  If  have  you  the  leaft  remains  of  pity  for  me  left,  tell 
it  me  tenderly.  No— do  not  tell  it  fo,  that  it  may  caufe 
fny  prefent  death.  And  do  not  fufFer  me  to  live  a  life  like 
fi  languishing  death,  which  is  the  only  life  I  can  lead^  if 
you  have  loft  ^uy  pf  your  tenderqefs  for  me." 

When  Swift  found  that  all  his  endeavours  in  this  wa^r 
had  prqvcd  fruitlefs,  and  that  the  love  of  Vanelja  for 
Cadenus,  like  that  of  the  faithful  Emma  to  Henry,  was 
proof  againft  all  obftacles  thrown  in  its  way,  he  gave  way 
to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  diftates  of  his  heart; 
againft  which,  with  no  fmal|  violence  to  his  inclination, 
)ie  had  fo  long  ftruggled,  and  changed  his  behaviour  to 
that  of  tb^  kind  indulgent  friend,  His  letters  breathed 
fentiments  of  the  greateft  tendernefs  ;  and  in  one  of  July 
5,  172 1,  he  makes  a  declaration  of  his  paflion  for  her  in 
the  moft  explicit  terms,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  following 
fentence  written  in  French.  Mais  /oyez  ajuree,  que  ja^ 
fnais  ferjonne  au  tnonde  if  a  etc  amecy  honor ee^  eftimee,^a^ 
dorUy  par  voire  ami^  qH^  V^H4  *f     This  declaration  feems 

*  But  reft  aifared,  that  no  perfon  apon  earth  has  ever  been  loved> 
fcosfoured,  tReemed,  adoxe4  by  yoar  friend>  but  yo|irfe|A 
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to  have  been  drawn  from  him  by  fome  dcfperate  ftate 
of  mind  in  which  he  had  left  her,  probably  occafioned 
by  her  jealoufy  of  Stella.  For  in  the  beginning  of  the 
iame  letter,  dated  from  Gallftown,  he  fays,  *'  It  was 
liot  convenient,  hajrdly  poflible,  to  write  to  you  before 
now,  thoVigh  I  had  more  than  ordinary  defire  to  do  it, 
conQdering  the  difpoHtion  1  found  you  in  laft,  though 
$liope  I  left  you  in  a  better.  Cadenus  aflurcs  me,  he 
continues  to  efteem,  and  love,  and  value  you  above  all 
things,  and  fo  will  do  to  the  end  of  his  life  i  but  at  the 
fame  time  entreats  that  you  would  not  make  yourfclf 
bl-  bim  unhappy  by  imaginations,*' 

But  as  this  declaration  of  Swift's  was  not  followed 
by  any  overture  of  marriage,  the  confcflion  of  his  paf- 
fion  for  her,  however  pleafing  it  might  be  at  firft,  could 
not  long  adminifter  much  confolation  to  her,  when 
Ihe  faw  no  profpeft  of  reaping  any  farther  fruit  from  if. 
To  find  herfelf  beloved,  and  at  the  fame  time  without 
hopes  of  poflefling  the  obje£fc  of  all  her  wifhes,  was 
rather  an  aggravation,  than  a  relief  to  htr  mifcry. 
After  fuch  a  confcflion,  (he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  his 
not  making  farther  advances.  Her  fortune  was  at  that 
time  fufficient  to  gratify  his  utmoft  wiflics,  as  by  the 
•death  of  her  two  brothers  and  lifter,  the  whole  property 
left  by  her  father,  which  was  very  confiderable,  was 
vefted  in  her.  The  difproportion  in  point  of  age  was 
'now  not  fo  great,  as  Ihe  was  in  her  37th  year,  and  the 
Dodor  could  no  longer  be  charged  with  having  fcduced 
the  affedions  of  a  young  girl.  She  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  fome  reports  which  had  juft  then  reached 
her,  of  his  being  married  to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  were  but 
too  well  founded,  and  that  this  was  the  real  obftacle  to 
their  union.  Impatient  of  the  torments  which  this 
idea  gave  her,  fhe  determined  to  put  an  end  to  all  far-- 
ther  fufpence,  by  writing  to  Mrs.  Johnfoa  herfelf  upon 
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this  head.    Accordingly  (he  fent  a  fliori  note  to  ber« 
only  requefting  to  know  f/om  her  whettier  fhe  was  mar- 
ried to  the  Dean  or  not.    Mrs.  Jobnfoa  aafwered  her 
in  the  affiroiative,  and  then  inclofed  the  note  (he  had 
received  from  Mifs  Vanhomrigh  to  Swift.  After  which, 
Ihe  imtnediately  went  out  of  town  without  feeing  him^ 
or  conung  to  any  cxplaoation,  and  retired  in  great  ro- 
fentment  to  Mr.  Forde's  country-feat  at  Wood-Park* 
Nothing  could  poffibly  have  excited  Swift's  indignation 
more  than  this  imprudent  ftep  taken  by  Mifs  Vanhom- 
righ.   He  knew  it  mufl:  occaQon  great  difturbance  to 
Mrs.  Johnfon^  and  give  rife  to  conjectures  fatal  to  her 
peace.    Her  abrupt  departure,  without  fo  much  as  fee- 
ing him,  already  (hewed  what  pafTed  in  her  mind.    £»» 
afpcrated  to  the  higheft  degree,  he  gave  way  to  the  ifirfl: 
tranfports  of  his  paffion,  and  immediately  rid  to  Ccl- 
bridge.    He  entered  the  apartment  where  the  unhappy, 
Lady  was,  mute,  but  with  a  countenance  that  fpokc 
the  higheft  refentment.    She  trembling  aflced  hioH 
would  he  not  fit  down  ?  No— He  then  flung  a  paper  04 
the  table,   and  immediately  returned  to  his   horfe. 
When,  on  the  abatement  of  her  conftcrnation,  ihc  had 
ftrength  to  open  the  paper,  flie  found  it  contained  no- 
thing but  her  own  note  to  Mrs.  Johnfon.    Dcfpair  at 
once  feized  her,  as  if  (he  had  fecn  her  death-warrant c 
and  fuch  indeed  it  proved  to  be.     The  violent  agitar 
tion  of  her  mind  threw  her  into  a  fever,  which  in  a 
(hort  time  put  a  period  to  her  exiftcnce.     Swift,  on  re- 
ceiving the  tidings  of  her  death,  immediately  took 
horfe  and  quitted  the  town,  without  letting  any  mortal 
know  to  what  part  of  the  world  he  was  gone.    As  he 
forefaw  that  this  event  would  give  rife  to  much  town- 
talkj  he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  keep  out  of  thp 
way,  *till  the  firft  heat  of  it  was  over.    And  having 
never  vifited  the  fouthcrn  part  of  the  kingdocrt,  he  too^ 
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this  opportunity  of  making  a  tour  there,  bccaufe  haviii^ 
no  acquaintance  in  thofe  parts,  he  might  be  a  perfeA 
mafter  of  his  own  motions,  and  in  his  folicary  raniblesi 
give  free  vent  to  his  grief  for  the  lofs  of  fo  beloved  aft 
bbjcft,  heightened  by  the  bitter  aggravation  of  know-^ 
ing  himfeif  to  be  the  caufe  of  her  death.  Two  months 
had  elapfed  without  any  news  of  him,  which  occafioned 
no  fmall  alarm  anntong  his  friends ;  when  Dr.  Sheridan 
received  a  letter  from  him,  to  meet  him  at  a  certain 
diftance  from  Dublin. 

Before  her  death,  Mifs  Vanhomrigh  had  cancelled  1 
will  made  in  favour  of  Swift,  and  bequeathed  her  whole 
fortune  to  Serjeant  Marfliall,  and  the  famous  Dr.  Berk- 
ley, whom  (he  appointed  her  executors.  The  former 
was  a  relation,  and  the  other  only  an  acquaintance,  for 
whofc  perfon  and  charaftcr  (he  had  the  higheft  efteeni. 
In  her  lafb  illnefs  (he  had  laid  a  ftrong  injunftion  on  her 
executors,  that  immediately  after  her  dcceafe,  they 
ifaould  publiQi  all  the  letters  that  pafTed  between  Swift 
and  her,  together  with  the  Poem  of  Cadenus  and  Va- 
nefla.  Accordingly  they  were  put  to  the  prefs,  and 
fome  progrefs  made  in  the  letters,  when  Dr.  Sheridan^ 
'  getting  intelligence  of  it,  and  being  greatly  alarmed 
left  they  might  contain  fomcthing  injurious  to  his 
friend's  charafter  in  his  abfcncc,  applied  fo  effeftualljr 
-to  the  executors,  that  the  printed  copy  was  cancelled^ 
but  the  originals  ftill  remained  in  their  hands.  Thfe 
Poem  of  Cadenus  and  Vaneffa  was  however  fent  abroad 
into  the  world,  as  being  fuppofed  to  contain  nothing 
prejudicial  to  either  of  their  charaftcrs :  though  the 
prying  eye  of  malice,  afterwards  found  fortie  hints  irt 
it,  which  by  the  help  of  mifconftruftioni  might  fun* 
niih  food  to  the  appetite  for  fcandal. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Johnfon  conciniied  at  WooJ- 
Park,  where  her  worthy  hoft  exerted  all  the  powers  df 
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friei^dlhip  to  calm  the  difturbancc  of  her  mind,  noW 
much  increafed  by  the  publication  of  that  Poem.  To 
find  there  fuch  an  amiable  portrait  drawn  of  Vaneffa^ 
as  one  poffcflcd  of  more  and  greater  accomplifliments 
than  any  of  her  fex,  could  not  fail  to  excite  her  envy. 
Of  which  a  remarkable  proof  was  given  in  an  anecdote 
recorded  by  Dr,  Delany.  At  this  junfture  fomc  gentle- 
men happened  to  call  at  Wood-Park,  who  were  not 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Johnfon's  Ctuation.  As  the 
newly  publilhed  Poem  was  then  the  general  fubjeft  of 
convcrfation,  they  foon  fell  upon  that  topic.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  faid,  furely  that  VanelTa  muft  be  an  ex- 
traordinary woman,  that  could  infpire  the  Dean  ig 
write  fo  finely  upon  her.  Mrs.  Johnfon  fmiled;  and 
anfwered>  that  Ihe  thought  that  point  not  quite  fo 
clears  for  it  was  well  known  the  Dean  could  write 
finely  on  a  broomftick.  We  muft  fuppofe  her  to  have 
been  exceedingly  galled,  when  one  of  her  humane 
difpoficion  could  utter  fuch  a  farcaiin,  and  thus  exult 
over  the  recent  a(hes  of  her  departed  rivaL 

As  there  were  numbers,  through,  party  hatred,,  and 
others  through  envy,  who  watched  every  opportunity 
to  calumniate  the  Dean's  character,  and  fpread  florios 
to  his  difadvantage,  the  publication  of  this  Poem  af-' 
forded  room  for  malice  to  exert   itfelf,    which  was 
greedily  embraced.    There  were  fome  lines  in  it,  which> 
having  the  worft  conftruftion  put  on  them,  by  a  very  *r 
forced  interpretation,  might  give  rife  to  fbfpiciofis  in- 
jurious to  his  charafter,  and  totally  deftru6tive  of  the 
Lady's.     Yet,   fucfc  is  the  propcnfity  of  mankind  to 
lean  to  the  worfc  fide,   efpccially  when  any  exalted 
chara6ter  is  thereby  to  be  brought  down  more  to  a  level 
with  themfelves,  that  this  interpretation  has  been  ge- 
nerally received,  and  the  calumny  accordingly  fpread,  ^ 
though  perhaps  there  never  was  any  built  wpgn  a  m^re 
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deader  foun<iatioo»  as  I  fliaU  prefently  ibewt   Tlie  lii^ef 
alluded  rq  are  the  following : 

But  what  fuccefs  Vakbssa  met| 

Is  to  the  world  a  fccret  yet : 

Whether  the  nymph,  to  pleafe  her  fwain^ 

Talks  in  a  high  romantic  (trains 

Or  whether  he  at  laft  defcends^ 

To  ad  with  Icfs  feraphic  ends ; 

Or,  to  compound  the  bufinels,  whether 

They  teniper  love  and  books  together  ^ 

Muft:  never  to  nunkind  be  pld> 

Nor  Hiall  the  confcious  mufe  unfold. 

Thefe  lines,  confidered  as  detached  from  the  refl:^ 
might  perhaps  admit  of  fuch  an  interpretation ;  but 
when  the  whole  fcope  of  the  Poem  is  taken  in.  It  is 
impoffibk  to  put  a  bad  one  upon  them,  without  giving 
up  all  pretenfions  to  common  fenfe,  as  well  as  candour. 
Cadcnus  is  rcprefented  as  a  Clergyman  of  the  ftrifteft 
morals,  advanced  in  life,  and  who  had  at  all  times  been 
proof  again  ft  any  weaknefs  with  regard  to  the  fair  fex. 
Vanefla  is  drawn  as  the  moft  pcffeft  model  of  every  fe- 
•male  perfedkion,  particularly  modefty. 

From  whence  tbatxlccency  of  mind. 
So  lovely  in  the  female  kind, 
Where  not  one  carelefs  thought  iocrudes, 
Le(s  modeft  than  the  fpeech  of  prudes. 

.    She  is  rcprefented  as  a  pattern  for  all  the  fex  to  copf 
.after. 

'  As  (he  advanced,  that  woman  kind. 
Would,  by  her  model  form  their  mind  ^ 
And  all  their  condu6b  would  be  tryM 
By  her,  as  an  unerring  guide. 
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Is  it  poflible  to  conceive, "that  when  a  Lady  of  this 
charader  confefles  a  paflion  for  her  reverend  tutor,  that 
any  thing  could  be  meant  by  it  but  virtuous  love,  to 
terminate  in  matrintony  ?  If  gallantry  had  been  her  ob- 
jeft,  in  the  whole  race  of  mankind  fhe  could  not  have 
made  a  more  prepofterous  choice  j  though  by  one  of 
her  refined  way  of  thinking,  who  confidered  the  beau- 
ties of  the  mind,  as  fuperior  to  all  external  accomplilh- 
ments,  he  might  have  been  preferred  to  all  the  world 
as  a  hufband. 

It  is  impoflible  there  could  be  any  miftake  about  the 
kind  of  love  mentioned  in  this  paflage,  were  it  not  for 
anexpreflion  in  the  fubfequent  lines,  which  might  ad- 
mit of  a  bad  interpretation,  by  thofe  who  do  not  un- 
derftand  the  true  force  of  words,  which  has  been  on 
many  occaiions  the  fource  of  infinite  errors  among  us, 
from  not  ftudying  our  own  language.  .The  expreflion 
1  mean,  is  to  be  found  in  the  laft  of  the  following  lines. 

Or,  to  compound  the  bufinefs,  whether 
They  temper  love  and  books  together, 
Muft  never  to  maukind  be  told. 
Nor  fhall  the  cdnfcious  mufe  unfold. 

Here  the  word  r^»/Hwj,  being  much  oftener  ufed  in 
a  bad  than  a  good  fenfe,  is  apt  to  miQead  the  unwary 
r^der,  and  make  him  conceive  that  there  was  fome- 
thi))g  in  the  fecrct,  difiionourable  to  the  parties  if  re- 
vealed. But  upon  examining  into  the  proper  meaning 
of  this  word,  we  (hall  find  that  it  has  a  very  different 
fenfe  when  applied  to  one's  felf,  and  when  it  refers  to 
others.  Confctoujnefsy  applied  to  felf,  is  the  perception 
of  what  paffes  in  a  man's  own  mind;  from  which  pro- 
ceeds an  internal  fenfe  of  guilt  or  innocence,  by  which 
we  either  ftand  acquitted  or  condemned  to  ourfelves^ 
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and  is  there  fore  equally  capable  of  a  good  .or  bad  {^fe. 
But  when  it  refers  co  another  perfon,  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  any  judgment  formed  of  the  reditude  orde-> 
pravity  of  the  aAion,  it  only  means  that  that  other 
perfon  is  in  the  fecret,  or  privy  to  the  tranfadiony  be  it 
good,  or  be  it  bad.  And  confcioufnefs  of  this  ibrc  caa 
never  afFcft  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfclf. 

Thus  when  the  lover  writes, 
The  filcnt  moon  (hone  confcious  to  our  i^ves. 

The  word  confcious  does  not  at  all  determine  the  Bauirc 
of  thofe  loves,  whether  they  were  of  the  fchafte  or  cri- 
minal kind,  which  muft  be  gathered  from  other  ctr- 
cumftances.  In  like  manner,  when  Cadenus  fays,  "  the 
confcious  Mufe  (hall  not  unfold,'*  6f^.  it  can  admit  of 
no  other  meaning,  but  that  the  Mufe,  who  alone  was 
in  the  fccrer,  ihould  never  difclpfe  it,  or  tell  whether  he 
returned  Vaneffa's  paflion  or  not :  and  that  this  paflionj 
if  returned,  muft  have  been  of  the  purcft  and  moft 
virtuous  kind,  has,  from  other  circumftances,  been  al- 
ready fufficiently  proved. 

It  is  evident  Cadenus  looked  upon  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Lady,  in  no  other  light  than  an  overture 
to  marriage  ;  as  may  be  fcen  in  the  following  conpiet^ 
quoted  before  : 

Five  thoufand  guineas  in  her  purle. 
The  Dodtor  might  have  fancy 'd  worfe. 

But  to  put  an  end  to  a  poflibilitfr  of  conceiving  th«t 
any  infinuacion  of  a  contrary  nature  could  have  dropped 
from  Swift's  pen,  it  will  be  fufiicient  to  Qiake  it  kaoi^n 
that  the  Poem  was  not  intended  for  chc  pubUck  tfCi 
that  it  was  wriucn  folely  fgr  the  ufe  pf  VaneiTa^  upon 
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fn%t\v€%  already  explained ;  that  the  only  copy  of  it  in 
being  was  in  her  hands^  and  in  all  probabilit)^  it  would 
never  have  feen  the  light,  but  for  the  injunftion  to  her 
executors.  It  may  be  aiked,  if  this  was  the  cafe,  'and 
that  the  Poem  was  intended  only  for  Vanefla's  infpcc- 
tion,  what  occafion  was  there  for  thcfc  lines  to  her, 
who,  as  well  as  the  Mufe,  muit  already  be  confcious 
how  matters  ftood  between  them  ?  In  anfwer  to  this, 
it  is  evident  that  the  Po6m  would  be  incomplete,  if 
there  were  not  fome  conclufion  to  the  ftory  of  Cadenus 
and  Vanefla.  The  ftory  could  poflibly  terminate  only 
in  one  of  the  following  ways :  either  Vanefla,  from  the 
arguments  and  coldnefs  of  her  philofophic  lover,  had 
got  the  better  of  her  paflion,  and  adopted  his  Platonic 
fyftem;  or  that  Cadenus,  after  all  his  refiftance,  was 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  all-conquering  power  of  love; 
or  finding  her  paflion  incurable,  had  broken  oflTall  in- 
tercourfe  with  her  j.  or  that  the  ifliic  of  the  aflTair  was 
ftill  in  fufpenfe.  As  the  latter  was  really  the  cafe  at  the 
time  of  writing  the  Poem,' it  could  then  have  no  other 
concluflon.  And  thofe  lines  which  leave  matters  in  a 
dubious  ftate,  feem  only  calculated  to  paint  the  uncer- 
tainty of  his  own  mind,  and  not  to  leave  Vanefla  with- 
out hope,  from  that  very  uncertainty,  that  (he  might 
in  time  etpeft  a  fuitable  return  of  love. 

But  though  it  fliould  be  allowed,  from  the  above 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Poem, 
neither  of  the  parties  had  entertained  even  an  idea  of 
entering  into  a  criminal  amour,  yet  when  it  is  known 
that  he  afterwards  carried  on  a  fecret  intercourfe  with 
the  Lady  during  the  fpace  of  eight  or  nine  years  s  that 
he  pafled  many  hours  alone  with  a  young  and  charm- 
ing woman,  who  loved  him  to  adoration,  and  for  whom 
he  himfelf  was  firft  infpired  with  the  paflion  of  love  i 
it  will  be  hardly  credible,   that  thus  circumftanced» 
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they  (hould  not,  in  fomc  unguarded  moment^  have 
given  ^y  to  the  frailty  of  human  nature.  And  yet 
extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  there  are  many 'ftrong 
reafons  to  believe  that  this  never  was  the  cafe,  Wei 
have  already  feen  on  her  firft  going  to  Ireland,  what 
uncommon  pains  Swift  took  to  avoid  meeting  her.  Up- 
on which  Vaneffa  writes  to  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner:  **  You  once  had  a  maxim,  which  was  to  a£t  what 
was  right,  and  not  mind  what  the  world  would  fay.  I 
wifh  you  would  keep  to  it  now.  Pray  what  can  be 
wrong  in  feeing  and  advifing  an  unhappy  young  wo- 
man ?  I  cannot  imagine."  Is  this  the  language  of 
gwiltj  or  confcious  innocence  ?  In  all  the  letters  which 
pafled  between  them,  whofc  publication  was  fupprcfled, 
as  .before  related,  I  have  been  affured  by  one  of  her  ex- 
ecutors, the  late  Judg?  Mar(ball,  and  the  fame  was  con- 
ftantly  aflerted  by  the  other,  Bilhop  Berkley,  that  there 
was  no  hintof  any  criminal  amour;  which  could  not  ea-  ^ 
fily  have  happened  in  \o  long  a  corrcfpondence,  had  that 
been  the  caf*:.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  few  that  have  feen 
the  light,  we  find  Swift  always  praifing  her  for  her  vir- 
tues, and  recommending  to  her  the  improvement  of  her 
mind.  In  his  French  letter.  May  12,  1719,  in  anfwer 
to  one  of  her's  written  in  that  language,  he  fays,  *  Et 
quejefuisfot  moy  de  vous  rtpondre  en  meme  language^  vous 
qui  eft es  incapable  d'ancune  Jottije,  fi  ce  n'eft  Veftime  qu'il 
vous  plaift  d* avoir  pour  moy :  car  il  n"y  apoifU  de  merite^ 
-ni  aiicun  preuiiede  mon  bon  gouty  de  trouver  en  vous  tout  ce 
que  la  nature  a  donme  a  un  morteli  je  vejix  dire^  Vbonneur^ 

•  "  What  a  blockhead  am  I  to  anfwer  you  in  the  fame  language ! 
you  who  are  incapable^  of  any  folly,  unlcfs  it  be  the  cftcem  you  are 
plcafed  to  entertain  for  me :  for  it  is  no  merit,  nor  any  proof  of  my 
good  taftc,  to  find  out  in  you  all  that  nature  has  beftowed  on  a  mortal  j 
that  i$  to  fay,  honour,  virtue,  good  fenfc,  wit,  fwcctneft,  agreeable- 
nefs,  and  firmnefs  of  foul." 
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la  vertusy  U  bon  fens,  Vejprity  le  douceur y  Vagrement^  et 
lafermeti  d'ame.  And  in  another  of  Oftobcr  15,  1720, 
he  fays,  **  When  I  anri  not  fo  good  a  corrcfpondcnt  as 
I  could  wilhj  you  arc  not  to  quarrel,  and  be  governor, . 
but  to  impute  it  to  my  fituation,  and  to  conclude  in- 
fallibly, that  I  have  the  fame  refpeft  and  kindnefs  for 
you  I  ever  profeflTcd  to  have,  and  (hall  ever  prefervej 
becaufe  you  will  always  merit  the  utmoft  that  can  be 
given  you ;  efpecially  if  you  go  on  to  read,  and  ftill 
farther  improve  your  mind,  and  the  talents  that  nature 
has  given  you." 

Indeed  the  moft  probable  folujion  of  this  intricate 
affair  is,  that  Swift,  having  livccf  to  fuch  an  advanced 
time  of  life  in  a  ftate  of  continence,  and  a  conftant  ha- 
bit of  fupprefling  his  defires,  at  laft  loft  the  power  of 
gratifying  them  :  a  cafe  by  no  means  fmgular,  as  more 
than  one  inftance  of  the  kind  has  fallen  within  my 
knowledge.  This  will  appear  the  more  probable,  when 
we  refledt,  that  in  the  letter  to  his  kinfman  before  cited, 
he  acknowledges  himfclf  to  be  naturally  of  a  temper- 
ate conftitution  with  regard  to  women,  and  that  he  had 
never  indulged  himfelf  in  illicit  amours.  Nor  did  it  e- 
ver  appear,  even  from  report,  that  he  had  any  commerce 
of  that  kind  with  any  of  the  fex,  which,  after  the  conr 
Ipicuous  figure  he  made  in  life,  could  not  fail  of  being 
related  by  fome  of  his  companions  in  his  early  plea- 
fureSj  had  there  been  any  foundation  for  it.  This  alone 
can  account  for  his  Angular  condudt  towards  the  two 
Ladies:  for  his  coldncfs  to  VanefTa,  and  conftahtenr 
deavours  to  bring  down  the  ardours  of  her  paffion,  and 
lower  them  to  friendffiip,  or  a  love  more  of  the  Plar 
tonic  kind,  and  for  his  abftaining  from  the  lawful  plea- 
fures  of  connubial  love  with  Stella,  j^jid  1  think  there 
is  one  ftrong  argument  of  his  never  having  entered  in* 
to  any  commerce  of  that  fort  with  Vancfla,  that  it  i^ 
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hardljr  credible  be  fhould  have  refrained^  in  thiC  cafe^ 
from  a  fimilar  gratification  with  Stella,  who  was  pof<« 
fcfled  of  greater  perfpnal  charms^  and  was  more  an  ob-» 
jed  of  defire^  than  the  other :  efpecially  as  the  former 
could  not  be  enjoyed  without  compundioni  and  the  lat-* 
tcr  was  a  plcafurc  of  the  purcft  kind  without  alloy. 

In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have  here  darted^  I 
remember  a  faying  of  Swift's,  '*  that  he  never  yet  faw 
the  woman,  for  whofe  fake  he  would  part  with  cho 
middle  of  his  bed."  A  faying,  which,  I  believe,  all 
mankind  will  judge  could  come  from  no  perfon»  bu( 
one  incapable  of  enjoying  the  highed  and  mpll  inno^ 
cent  of  all  gratifications  here  below,  when  fao£ltf^4 
by  marriage. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  point,  becaufe  mucl| 
of  the  moral  part  of  Swift's  ch^ra^ter  depends  on  it^ 
For  if  it  (bould  be  credited  that  he  could  take  adyan*^ 
tage  of  her  weaknefs  tp  debauch  the  daughter  of  % 
Lady  who  received  him  into  her  family  with  %h^  afftc^ 
lion  of  a  filler,  and  repofed  the  fame  confidence  in  hinfl 
as  if  he  were  her  brother;  if  it  fliould  appear  that  for 
feveral  years  he  parried  on  a  criminal  intrigue  with  her^ 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  denied  the  lawful  rites  of  nutfi^ 
riage,  due  to  one  of  the  moft  amiable  qf  herfexi  I 
am  afraid,  inftf  ad  of  a  pattern  of  the  nnoft  perfe£fc  noo^ 
rality,  he  muft  be  given  up  an  inftance  of  uncomQloa 
profligacy,  and  be  juilly  charged  with  a  vice,  wbie|i, 
of  all  others,  he  moft  detefted,  and  from  wiiich  no  ma i 
ever  was  more  free>  1  mean  hypocrify. 

Though  Lord  Orrery  has  acquitted  him  of  tbti 
charge  upon  the  fame  principle  that  has  been  here  )ai4 
down,  yet,  pro*folitd  humanitau  fua^  he  has  done  it, 
only  with  a  view  to  place  hinri  in  a  mor^  odious  iighf. 
As  th(c  account  he  has  given  of  this  affair,  afforda  one 
qf  the  ftrongeft  inftance9  of  thf  Uindncfa  of  qialice^ 
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and  how  far,  in  fearch  of  it's  gracification,  it  may  over- 
ihoot  itfelf,  I  fliall  here  prcfcnc  part  of  it  to  the  Reader, 
that  he  nony  judge,  from  that  fpcciitien,  what  credit  is 
due  to  the  fcft  of  the  Author's  malevolent  remarks  on 
Swift.  1  (hall  begin  with  his  extraordinary  Comments 
on  the  following  lines  in  the  Poem  of  Cadenus  and  Va- 
ncfla  i  where  in  a  converfation  between  them,  the  Au* 
thor  gives  the  following  account  of  her  fentiments,  as 
deliver^  by  her. 

She  well  remembered,  to  her  coft. 
That  all  his  leflbns  were  not  loft. 
Two  maxims  ftie  could  ftill  produce. 
And  fad  experience,  taught  their  ufe: 
"  That  virtue  pleas'd  by  being  (hown, 
*'  Knows  nothing  which  it  dares  not  own : 
*'  Can  make  us,  without  fear,  difclofe 
*'  Our  inmoft  fccrets  to  her  foes  : 
**  That  common  forms  were  not  defign'd 
"  Direftors  to  a  noble  mind." 

Now»  (aid  the  nymph,  to  let  you  fee. 
My  aftions  with  your  rules  agree ; 
That  I  can  vulgar  forms  defpifc. 
And  have  no  fccrets  to  difguife, 
1  knew,  by  what  you  faid  and  writ. 
What  dangerous  things  were  men  of  wit  j 
You  cautioned  me  againft  their  charms. 
But  never  gave  me  equal  arms : 
Your  leflbns  found  the  wcakeft  part, 

Aim'd  at  the  head,  and  reach'd  the  heart. 

* 

Now  in  thefe  lines,  according  to  the  plain  and  ob- 
vious meaning  of  the  words,  there  are  no  fentiments 
which  might  not  have  proceeded  from  the  moft  exalted 
virtue,  and  purity  of  mind»  A  young  Lady,  defcribed 
M  a  ptrfedt  pattern  of  modefty,  poflefled  of 
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m f  that  decency  of  mind  . 

So  lovely  in  the  female  kind. 

Where  nof  one  carelcfs  thoqght  intrudes^ 

Ltrfs  modeft  than  the  fpeecb  of  prudes 

is  he|;e  reprefented  as  about  to  difclofe  her  paiBofi  for 
her  tutori  which  was  kindled  in  her  breaft  by  his  extra*-* 
prdinary  (alcncs,  and  uncommon  virtue*  As  it  was 
contrary  to  the  received  maxims  of  the  worlds  that  a 
woman  fhould  be  the  Hrft  to  break  her  mind  on  fuch  aa 
occafion,  (he  prepares  the  way  by  quoting  two  m^iais 
of  his  own  which  he  had  taught  her*,  one  was,  that  a 
mind  confcious  of  innocence,  need  never  be  aihame4 
of  difclofing  its  inmoft  thoughts:  the  other,  that  com- 
mon forms,  invented  to  keep  the  vulgar  within  bounds, 
might  be  difpenfcd  with,  where  a  fuperior  grandeur  of 
foul  is  (hown  by  breaking  through  fuch  barriers.  Know-* 
ing  therefore  the  purity  of  her  love  for  an  objeft  fo 
worthy  of  it,  (he  is  not  alhamed  to  declare  its  and 
looks  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  greatnefs  of  mind,  to  be 
above  the  common  forms  of  her  fex,  in  being  the  $r(t 
to  difclofe  it. 

Befides,  there  were  other  reafons,  which  would 
juftify  her,  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  for  being 
the  fir(t  mover  in  this  cafe,  ari(ing  both  from  difparity 
of  years  and  fortune  i  which  might  difcouragc  Cadenu^ 
from  paying  his  zdBvcffcs,  however  he  might  fecredy 
■wi(b  to  be  united  to  Vanc(ra. 

Now  let  us  fee  in  what  manner  this  paffage  has  been 
explained  by  the  noble  Remarker  on  Swift's  Life.  Im- 
mediately after  his  quotation  qf  the  foregoing  lines,  he 
thus  expatiates  upon  th^rrn  : 

"  Suppofing  this  account  to  be  true,  and  I  own  tp 
you  my  Ham,  I  can  fcarce  think  it  other  wife,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  faif  Y?nefla  had  giadc  a  furprifinjr.pro- 
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gitfs  m  the  phifofopmc  doftrincs,  which  (he  had  recei- 
ved from  her  preceptor.     His  rules  were  certainly  of  a 
moft  extraordinary  kind.     He  taught  her  that  vUe^ 
as  loon  as  it  ^^tAJhamey  was  in^aiediately  changed  \a^ 
to  virtue.     That  vulgar  forms  were  not  binding  upon 
xtrtzxn  choke  Jpirits^  to  whom  either  the  writings,  cm* 
the  perfons  of  men  of  wit  were  acceptable.     She  heard 
the  le0bn  with  attention,  and  imbibed  the  philolbphy 
with  eagernefs.     The  maxims  fuited  her  exalted  turn 
of  mind.     She  imagined  if  the   theory   appeared  fo 
charming,  the  praftice  muft  be  much  more  delightful 
The  clofe  connexion  of  foul  and  body  feemed  to  re« 
quire,  in  the  eye  of  a  female  philofopher,  that  each 
£boul4  fucceed  the  other  in  all  pleafurable  enjoyments* 
The  former  had   b^en  fufficiently  regaled,  why  muft 
the  latter  remain  unfatisfied  ?— -Nature  **  faid  Vaneffa,** 
abhors  a  vacuum^  and  nature  ought  always  to  be  obeyed^ 
3he  pQipm^nicated  thefe  fcntiments  to  her  tutors  but 
he  feemed  npt  (o  comprehend  her  meaning^  not  to  coa* 
^ceive  the  difiinffh  rationis  that  had  taken  rife  in  hisowa 
fchool.     He  anfwered   her  in   the  non-ejfential  modes.^ 
Talked  of  friendlhip,   of  the  delights  of  reafon,   of 
gratitude,  refped,  and  eftcem.     He   almoft  preached 
ypon  virtpe,  and  he  muttered  fome  indiftind  pbraics 
(Concerning  cha(lity.    So  unaccountable  a  conduft  ia 
Cadenus,  may  be  thoqght  rather  |p  proceed  from  de« 
feAs  in  nature^  than  from  the  fcrupulous  di$culties  of 
a  tender  cpnicience.    Such  a  fuppofition  will  ftill  ap. 
pear  more  ftropg,  if  we  recolle£fc  the  diftant  manner 
in  which  Swift  cohabited  with  Stella  |   colder,  if  po(- 
(ible,  after^  than  before  Ihe  was  his  wife«*' 

I  appeal  to.  the  Reader  whether  he  ever  ipet  in  the 
ipoft  ftupid,  or  malicious  Commentator,  fuch  a  tota) 
penrer^oi)  of  ^$  m^anin^  of  wpr4s^    To  ibew  tbistn 
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its  ftrongeft  light,  let  us  place  the  Text,  and  Eirt>lft» 
nation  in  oppofition  to  each  other. 


Text. 

That  virtue  pkas'd  by  being  fliown 
Knows  nothing  which  it  dares  not  own 
Can  make  as,  without  fear,  difcloTe 
Our  inmoil  fecrets  to  our  foes. 


That  coxmnon  forms  were  not  defign'd 
DircAors  to  a  noUc  mind* 


Explanation. 

That  vice,  ai  ibon  as  it 
defied  (hame,  was  im- 
mediately ckaoged  itf- 
to  virtue. 

T^t  vulgar  ibtftts  wne 
lot  binding  upon  oir* 
tarn  choice  fpirits,  to 
whom  cither  the  wri* 
tings,  or  the  petfoOs 
of  men  of  wit 
acceptable. 


According  to  this  account,  the  man  who  bad  be^ 
all  his  life  a  votary  to  virtue ;  whofe  chief  dettglut  it 
wa»  to  inftill  the  bcft  principles  into  the  minds  of 
youth ;  who  had  trained  the  amiable  Stella,  from  htr 
early  days,  in  fuch  a  wsfy,  as,  by  the  Remalrker'S  4tWa 
defcription  of  her,  made  her  a  model  of  perfeiSlion ; 
this  man,  I  fay,  all  of  a  fudden  became  a  profelyte  tt> 
vice;  betrayed  the  confidence  .repofcd  in  him  by  the 
mother,  hi&  particular  friend,  to  corrupt  the  mind  of 
her  innocent  daughter,  fo  as  to  make  her  lofe  all' fenlb 
of  0iame,  and  even  glory  m  wickednefs.  And  al)  thisj 
for  what  i  You  will  fupp^e  at  leaft  that  he  had  fidlM 
dcfperately  in  Jove  with  her,  and  having  no  hopes  ^f 
fn^rriage,  is  determined  to  gratify  his  paf&on  at  aiiy 
j-ate,  and  with  this  view,  tries  to  erafe  from  her  mind 
gll  principles  of  virtue  and  modefty,  which  might 
^andl  Jn  his  way.  QuHe  the  contrary.  It  appears  from 
the  Remarker's  own  account,  that  when  he  had  aeeom- 
|>li(hed  his  point,  and  biiiugl^  Iter  tc^  09  high  a  degfte 
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of  deprtvity  as  he  toold  wi(b»  in  order  to  gratify  his 
defires^  he  changed  his  whole  fyftem^  rejedbed  her  prof-^ 
feredlove,  talked  of  friendfhip/reafon,  gracicude,  re* 
fpcSt^  eftecm^  and  preached  upon  virtue  and  chaftity. 
And  to  account  for  this  inconfiftence  in  his  behaviour, 
be  has  recourfe  to  defeats  of  nature^  and  impotence  in 
thcDean^  Now  to  fuppofe  that  a  Reverend  Divine, 
advanced  in  life,  fhould  lay  fuch  a  plan  to  corrupt  the 
iplnd  of  his  young  pupil,  without  a  poflibility  of  any 
yiew  to  fclf-gratification,  and  merely  to  prepare  her  for 
proftitutipn  to  otber^^  is  to  charge  him  with  a  crinie  fa 
truly  diabolical,  as  would  ftamp  a  blacker  ftain  of  in- 
famy even  on  the  charader  of  a  Chartres.  And  yet 
thia  is  a  charge  brought  by  ]liOrd  Orrery  againft  bis 

Tq  expatiate  farther  on  the  inconflft^ncies,  abfurdi* 
tiesy  and  impurities,  rifing  almoft  to  obfcenity,  in  the 
puflagis  AbOv<  quoted,  and  all  that  refers  to  the  fame 
fyh^e&f  would  be  utterly  unneceffary,  as  they  muft  be 
obvious  to  every  Reader  of  the  leaft  difcernmentt 
3ut  I  cannot  quit  this  article  without  endeavouring  to 
wipe  away  fome  of  the  mqft  cruel  and  groundlefs  afper- 
fions  tha(  have  been  thrown  on  the  memory  of  the  ac- 
^mplilhedi  though  unfortunate  Vaneffa.  In  all  the 
accounts  given  by  Lord  Orrery  of  this  Lady,  he  has 
drawn  her  chara&er  as  oppoGte  to  that  given  by  Swift, 
jfs  darknefs  is  to  light  i  and  this  in  fuch  poJitive  and  pe- 
remptory  terms,  that  every  Reader  muft  fuppofe  he  was 
veil  acquainted  with  her.  And  yet  it  is  certain  he  n<^- 
ver  faw  her  in  his  life,  nor  had  any  opportunity  to  get 
«ny  information  about  her  till  many  years  after  her 
deaths  as  his  firft  vifit  to  Ireland  was  in  ttie  year  <J33- 
Without  any  other  outline  before  him  but  what  wa« 
traced  ia  his  own  brain,  for  he  doM  not  even  pretend 
IP  ^HOte  any  i^thoiity  fi^r  siU  that  be  has  advanced^vp- 
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on  this  fubjed^  fee  what  a  portrait  he  has  drawn  of  the 
celebrated  Vancffa. 

'<  Vanity  makes  terrible  devaftation  in  a  female  breaft. 
It  batters  down  all  reftraints  of  modefty,  and  carries 
away  every  feed  of^virtue.  Vaneffa  was  exceedingly 
▼ain.  The  character  given  of  her  by  Cadenus  is  fine 
painting/  but,  in  general,  fidfcitious.  She  was  fond  of 
drcfs  i  impatient  to  be  admired ;  veiy  romantic  in  her 
turn  of  mind ;  fupcrior,  in  her  own  opinion^  to  all  her 
fcx  J  full  of  pertncfs,  gaiety,  and  pride  i  not  without 
ibme  agreeable  accomplifhments,  but  far  from  being 
either  beautiful  or  genteel  $  ambitious,  at  any  rate  to 
be  eftecmed  a  wit,  and  with  that  view  always  afl&diog 
to  keep  company  with  wits;  a  great  reader,  and  a 
violent  admirer  of  poetry ;  happy  in  the  thoughn  $f  bc^ 
ing  reputed  Swiff  %  ccncubine^  butftill  aiming  and  intenJing 
to  be  bis  wife-,  by  nature  haughty  and  difdainfu),  look* 
ing  with  the  pity  of  contempt  upon  her  inferiors,  and 
with  the  fmiles  of  felf-approbation  upon  her  equals  |. 
but  upon  Dr.  Swift  with  the  eyes  of  love." 

Whoever  compares  this  pifture,  with  that  drawn  for 
Vancffa  in  the  Poem,  will  hardly  conceive  it  poffible 
that  they  fhould  both  be  copies  of  the  fame  original. 
In  the  one,  (he  is  reprefcnted  as  a  model  of  perfeAion, 
adorned  with  every  grace  and  virtue  that  coqld  raife 
her  above  her  fex :  in  the  other,  as  not  poffefled  of  one 
good  quality,  either  of  mind  or  perfon,  and  replete 
with  fuch  foibles,  and  bad  difpofittons,  as  muft  degrade 
her  to  the  lowed  rank.  If  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  for« 
mer  was  a  very  flattering  likenefs,  and  the  chief  beau* 
ties  and  embellifhments  there,  were  only  the  creatures 
of  a  poetic  fancy,  let  us  fee  how  far  the  fame  painter 
has  kept  up  a  refcmblance,  in  the  more  correft  draw* 
ing^  and  chafte  colouring  of  profe.  For  this  purpoie 
let  u$  have  recowfe  to  a  Icucr  of  hi$  written  to  her  in 
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Ft€nch>  fix  years  after  the  Poem,  May  12,  17 1 9,  part 
Whereof  has  been  already  quoted^  and  of  which  the 
following  is  a  literal  tranflaciofl. 

**  I  make  ypu  my  compliments  on  your  perfcftion  ia 
the  French  language.  It  is  ncceflary  to  be  long  ac- 
quainted with  you^  in  order  to  know  all  your  accom- 
pliihments:  every  time.  In  feeing  and  hearing  you, 
iiew  ones  appear,  which  before  were  concealed.  I  am 
aihamed  to  think  I  know  only  the  Gafcon  and  Patois  in 
comparifon  of  you.  There  is  no  objcdion  to  be  made 
either  to  the  orthography,  propriety,  elegance,  eafe,  or 
Spirit  of  the  whole.  And  what  a  blockhead  am  I  to 
anfwer  you  in  the  fame  language  !  You,  who  are  inca- 
pable of  any  folly,  unlcfs  it  be  the  efteem  you  are 
pleafed  to  entertain  for  me :  for,  it  is  no  merit,  nor  any 
proof  of  my  good  tailc>  to  find  out  in  you  all  that  na- 
ture has  beftowed  on  a  mortal;  that  is  to  fay,  honour^ 
V)irtue^  good  fenfe,  wit,  fwcetnefs,  agreeablenefs,  and 
firmnefs  of  foul :  but  by  concealing  yourfdf  as  you  do^  the 
fvorld  knows  you  not,  and  you  'loje  the  eulogy  of  millious. 
£ver  (ince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  knowing  you,  I 
have  always  remarked,  that  neither  in  private,  nor  ia 
general  converfation,  has  one  word  ever  efcaped  you, 
which  could  be  better  exprcffed*  And  I  protcft,  that 
after  making  frequently  the  mofl:  fevere  criticifms,  I 
never  have  been  able  to  find  the  lead  fault,  either  ia 
your  aftions,  or  your  words.  Coquetry,  ^ffeftation; 
prudery,  are  imperfedlions  which  you  never  knew* 
^nd  with  all  this,  do  you  think  it  pofiible  not  to  efteem 
you  above  the  reft  of  human  kind  ?  What  beafts  ia 
petticoats  are  the  moft  excellent  of  thofe,  whom  I  fee 
jdifperfed  throughout  the  world,  in  comparifon  of  you! 
On  feeing,  or  hearing  them,  I  fay  a  hundred  times  a 
day,  fpeak  not,  look  not,  think  not,  do  nothing  like 
thofe  wretches.    What  a  calamity  is  it  to  be  the  caufe 

of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


301  THE    LIFE    OF 

of  bringing  down  contempt  on  fb  mMy  WMitHj  vfao^ 
but  for  the  thoughts  of  you>  would  be  tolerable  enouglu 
But  It  is  time  to  releafe  you  from  this  trouble,  and  to 
bid  you  adieu.  I  am,  and  ever  fhall  remain,  with  all 
poffiblc  refpeft,  fmcerity,  and  eftecm,  your's." 

Of  thefc  two  oppofite  charafters,  the  one  was  drawA 
by  a  man  of  the  niccfl:  difcerrtment,  from  whofepier** 
cing  eye,  not  the  fmalleft  blemifh,  particularly  of  fe- 
male minds,  could  lie  concealed,  and  whofe  turn  laf 
much  more  to  fatyr,  than  panegyrickj  by  one,  >rho 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  L^idjE  for  wilom  k 
was  drawn,  from  her  early  days,  to  the  time  of  her 
death.  The  other,  by  a  man,  who  far  from  having 
any  knowledge  of  the  original,  had  never  fo  much  as 
feen  her  perfon.  Can  there  be  the  leaft  doubt  then 
which  is  moft  likely  to  be  the  true  one  ?  But  not  to  reft 
upon  authority  alone,  1  will  now  Ihew  that  there  could 
not  have  been  the  leaft  foundation  for  (bme  of  the 
blackeft  calumnies  caft  on  the  charafter  of  this  unfor- 
tunate Lady,  in  the  above  quoted  paifage.  The  Au- 
thor there  fays,  ''  That  (he  was  happy  in  the  thoughts 
of  being  reputed  Swift's  concubine,  but  ftill  aiming 
snd  intending  to  be  his  wife/*  Now  we  have  already 
feen  what  uncommon  precendons  Swift  took,  on  her 
arrival  in  Dublin,  to  conceal  from  the  world  all  thi? 
knowledge  of  his  vifiting  her ;  fo  that  it  becanie  nc- 
ceflTary  to  her  to  be  as  fccret  as  poflible  on  that  head, 
as  (he  knew  with  certainty,  that  if  it  once  became  s 
town-talk,  (he  (hould  never  fee  him  more,  and  that  ht 
would  at  once  drop  all  correfpondencewith  her,  whick 
was  the  only  confolation  left  her,  in  that  diftrefTed  ftate 
of  mind  fo  feelingly  fct  forth  in  her  letters.  So  that 
if  (he  had  been  fo  thoroughly  depraved,  as  to  plact 
any  part  of  her  happincfs  in  a  public  lofs  of  charafter', 
fhe  could  not  have  been  gratified  in  fo  fingular  a  taftc^ 
5  withouc 
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vithouc  parting  with  the  fqbftance  for  the  fhadow :  for» 
10  the  fame  fencence  it  is  faid,  '^  that  (he  ftiil  aimed  and 
intended  to  be  his  wife/'  I  believe  fo  prepofterous  a 
plan  of  bringing  about  a  marriage  with  a  man  of  the 
imallefl:  degree  of  honour,  and  charaftcr  in  the  world, 
that  of  the  Lady's  boafting  of  being  his  concubine^ 
never  entered  into  the  head  of  any  mortal,  but  that  of 
the  noble  Remarker  on  Swift's  Life.  And  indeed  the 
ftflertioii  is  fo  utterly  void  of  foundation,  that  all  the 
intercourfe  between  them,  either  by  vifits  or  letters, 
iras  carried  on  in  fo  fecret  a  manner,  that  not  a  tittle 
of  it  ever  tranfpired  during  the  Lady's  life-time ;  nor 
was  there  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  it,  till  ic  was  at  once 
blazoned  to  the  world,  by  the  publication  of  the  Poem. 
As  to  the  other  parts  of  her  charaifler,  <^  her  being  fond 
of  drefs,  impatient  to  be  admired,  fetting  up  for  a  wir, 
aod  affeding  always  to  keep  company  with  wits,"  &c« 
wc  find  the  dired  reverfe  of  this  to  be  true,  as  (he  led 
a  moft  reclufe  life,  avoiding  as  much  as  pofTible  all  fo- 
ciety,  and  indulging  her  unhappy  paflTion  in  folitude, 
which  gave  rife  to  that  pafTage  in  Swift's  letter  before 
quoted,  where  he  fays,— "  but  by  concealing  yourfclf 
M  you  do,  the  world  knows  you  not,  and  you  loie  the 
eulogy  of  millions." 

But  his  Lordthip,  not  fatisfied  with  drawing  this 
odious  pifture  of  poor  Vanefia,  thought  there  were  fome 
finiihing  ftrokes  ftill  wanting,  to  render  it  more  deform- 
ed ;  be  therefore  adds,  upon  the  circumftance  of  Swift's 
hOi  interview,  in  which  he  broke  with  her,  the  fol- 
lowing traits :  *'  She  had  long  thrown  away  the  gentle 
lenitives  of  virtue,  which,  upon  this  occafion,  might 
have  proved  healing  ingredients  to  fo  deep,  and  fo  dan* 
gerous  a  wound.  She  had  preferred  wit  to  religion; 
flie  had  utterly  deftroyed  her  character,  and  her  con- 
feieace  i  and  ihe  was  now  fallen  a  prey  to  the  horror  of 
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her  own  thoughts.'*    Now,   if  he  were  giving  iiA  ftc« 
count  of  the  nnoft  abandoned  profligate  wretch^  chit 
ever  difgraced  her  fex,  juft  ready  to  expiate  her  crimes 
at  Tyburn,  could  he  poflibly  have  exprefled  himfelf  in 
ftronger  terms  ?  Let  the  reader  only  l6ok  over  the  paf- 
fage  once  more>  and  judge.    And  what  were  the  crioies- 
committed  by  the  unfortunate  Vaneffa,  to  draw  down 
on  her  fo  fcvere  a  cenfure.     He  himfelf  has  acquitted 
her  of  any  criminal  commerce  with  Cadenus,  from^  a 
fuppofed  impofTibility  in  the  natiire  of  things.     It  ne-t 
ver  was  furmifcd  by  any  mortal,  nor  does  he  himfelf 
pretend  to  infinuate,  that  ever  ftie  engaged  in  an  affair 
of  gallantry  with  any  other.     Nay  fo  little  does  (he 
fcem  to  have  been  under  the  influence  of  any  deGres 
of  that  fort>  that  (be  rejeftcd  with  difdain  all  offers  of 
marriage,  placing  her  whole  happinefs  in  the  finglc 
point  of  her  union  with  Cadenus;  to  which,  it  would 
be  abfiird  to  fuppofe,  from  his  advanced  time  of  lifc> 
that  fenfual  gratification  could  have  been  a  chief  nio-« 
live.     It  is  evident  Ibe  was  poffclTed  with  an  extraordi<> 
ttary  paflioo  for  one  of  the  naoft  extraordinary  men  of 
the  a^e,  in  which  ihe  perfevcred  many  years  with  un- 
paralleled conftancy,  and  at  length  could  not  outlive 
her  difappoincmcnt.     Is  there  any  thing  criminal  in 
this?  is  there  any  thing  in  the  ftory  which  muft  not 
raife  pity  in  every  brcail,  of  the  lea(l  humanity?  And 
yet  fee  what  efFc£b  the  mel^lncholy  c^taftrophe  had  up* 
on  the  obdurate  heart  of  the  noble  Remarkert  who 
winds  up  her  ftory  tliys  :  "  Thus  periflied  at  Celbridgc> 
uiuler  all  the  agonies  of  defpair,  Mrs.  Efther  Van- 
homrigh  s  a  miferable  example  of  an  ill-fpent  life,  fan^ 
taftic  wit,  vifionary  fchemes,  and  female  weaknefs/* 

I  appeal  to  the  reader,  whether  he  thinks  it  poiliblc 
that  any  venal  Writer,  hired  by  an  enemy  for  the  purpofe 
of  defamation*  qpuld  have  drawn  any  chara&er  in  terms 

of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIF*T.  505 

ftf  more^  rancorous  malignity.  Nor  do  I  believe  there 
exifts,  even  in  that  proftitute  tribe,  an  ihdividual,  who, 
in  cold  blood,  without  provocation,  or  profpcdt  of  re- 
ward, would  fct  about  fo  odious  a  taflc.  What  motive 
then  could  induce  this  Writer  to  lay  afidc  the  Nobleniant 
the  Gentleman,  and  the  man,  to  commit  an  aft,  which 
the  mod  hardened  afiaflin  of  reputations  would  be  afham- 
ed  of?  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  an  inftant,  that  all  he  has 
laid  of  this  Lady^  is  true,  was  he  called  upon  to  the 
hangman's  office,  of  mangling  and  embowelling  the  re- 
mains of  a  decealed  criminal  ?  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  we  are  fure  that  he  could  not  himfelf  know  the 
truth  of  any  one  aflertion  he  has  made  ^  that  he  does  not 
even  bint  at  any  authority  of  others,  on  which  he  could 
rely;  and  that  he  has  drawn  this  charafter  in  dire&  op- 
pofition  to  one  given  to  the  fame  perfon,  by  the  bed,  and 
moft  competent  judge,  in  the  world ;  we  fhould  be  ape 
to  conclude,  that  the  whole  mufl:  have  proceeded  from  a 
mind,  fraught  with  an  uncommon  portion  of  malignity. 

But  bis  condudt  niay  be  accounted  for  upon  a  princi- 
ple not  quite  of  fo  black  a  die.  His  Lordlhip  confidered 
only  how  he  (hould  appear  in  the  light  of  an  author.  He 
had  before  drawn  a  fancied  picture  of  Stella,  whom  alia 
he  had  never  feen,  in  which  he  had  colleded  fuch  an  af- 
femblage  of  perfcftions,  from  the  whole  catalogue  of  fe- 
male beauties,  graces,  virtues,  and  accomplifhments,  as 
perhaps  never  met  in  any  human  creature.  In  his  great 
liberality,  among  his  other  qualities  beftowed  on  her,  he 
gave  her  fkill  in  muHc,  of  which  Ihe  did  not  know  a 
note ;  for  ftic  neither  fung,  nor  played  on  any  inftrumcnt. 
As  the  drawing  of  this  charafter  colt  him  no  fmall  pains^ 
he  took  the  ufual  method  of  novel! fts  to  fct  it  off,  by 
milking  that  of  her  rival  a  dire£t  contrail  to  it :  whofe  de- 
formity, in  its  turn,  became  more  confpicuotis,  when  op- 
pofed  to  the  beautiful  colouring  in  the  other.    And  in 
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d0ing  this  he  aafwered  another  end,  which  he.oevef  Ipfea 
fight  of  chroi^gbottt  his  work,  that  of  degrading^Swift  aa 
much  as  poiTibJe  ;  for,  if  the  chara6lers  of  thofe  two  La- 
dies were  judly  drawn,  nothing  could  have  fhown  a  more 
depraved  taile  in  Swift,  than  any  preference  given  to  the 
latter,  over  the  former. 

. .  I  fhall  clofe  the  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate  Lady,  with 
^WQ  little  Po(;ms  written  by  her,  ftrongly  defcriptive  oC 
her  flate  of  mind,  and  afibrding,  in  ibme  mcafure,  axpiH 
firmation  of  the  account  I  hav«  gjiven  of  her. 

An   OI>E    to    SPRING. 

Hail,  blufhing  goddefs,  beauteoua  Springy 
"Who,  in  thy  jocund  train,  doft  bring 
Loves  and  Graces,  fmiling  hours. 
Balmy  breezes,  fragrant  flowers 
Come,  with  tints  of  rofeate  hue. 
Nature*^  faded  charms  renew. 

Yet  why  fhould  I  thy  prefcnce  hail? 
To  me  no  more  the  breathing  gale 
Comes  fraught  with  fwefits,  no  more  the  rofe 
^      With  fuch  traiiicendent  beauty  blows. 
As  when  Cadbnus  bleft  tliefcene, 
And  (har*d  with  me  thofe  jcygs  ferene. 
When,  unperceiv*d,  the  lambent  fire 
Of  Friendlhip  kindled  new  dcfire  5 
Still  liflening  to  his  tuneful  tongue. 
The  truths  which  angels  might  have  fung. 
Divine  impreft  their  gentle  fway. 
And  fweetly  dole  my  foul  away. 
My  guide,  inftruftor,  lover,  friend, 
(Dear  names  I)  in  one  idea  blend  1 
Oh  !  ftili  conjoined,  your  incenfe  rifct 
And  waft  fweet  odours  to  the  ikies. 

An 
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An   ODifi   to   WISDOM* 

O  H  PallaS  !  I  invoke  thy  aid ! 
Vouchfafe  to  hear  a  wretched  maid> 

By  tender  love  depreft ; 
•Tis  juft  that.thou  lho«ld*ft  heal  the  iinart^ 
Inflifted  by  thy  fubtlc  artj 

And  calm  my  troubled  bread. 

No  random  (bot^from  Cupid's  bow^ 
BttC  by  tby  gtridahce,  foft  and  (low, 
'    It  fttnk  within  my  H^art : 
TI1US4  tiOvc  being  aifm*d  with  Wifdom*s  force^ 
in  vain  I  try  to  flop  its  courfe. 
Iff  vain  repel  the  darn 

O  Goddefs,  break  the  fatal  leaguej 
Let  Love,  with  Folly  and  Intrigue^ 

More  fit  aflbciates  find  t 
And  thou  alone,  within  my  breaft^ 
O  !  deign  to  foothe  my  griefs  to  reft. 

And  heal  my  torturM  mind* 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  as-l 
have  already  mentioned.  Swift  made  a  tour  of  two  months 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Ireland  :  drfring  which  Mrs. 
Johnfon  remained  at  Wood-park ;  nor  did  fhe  quit  it  for 
fome  months"  after  his  return,  probably  occafioncd  by  her 
Tefentment  at  the  preference  given  by  him  to  her  rival. 
However  upon  her  return  to  Dublin,  a  reconciliation  foort 
took  place.  He  welcomed  her  to  town  in  that  beautiful 
Poem,  called"^*  ScelJa  at  Wood- park,"  in  which  he  in^ 
dulged  his  ufual  vein  of  raillery,  but  concludes  with  a 
high  compliment  to  Stella. 

For  tho*  my  raillery  were  true, 
A  cottage  is  Wood-park  with  you, 

X^  He 
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He  had  an  opportunity  not  long  after  of.  (hewing  that 
he  was  fincere  in  this  declaradoA,  as  he  palled  a  whole 
fummer  with  her  at  Qutlca,  in  as  inconvenient  a  cabin, 
and  as  dreary  a  country  as  could  any  where  be  met  with : 
and  yet  he  often  declared  that  they  were  (bme  of  the  hap* 
pieft  hours  of  his  life  which  he  thus  palled.  They  were 
indeed  fofne  6(  the  laft  in  which  he  had  any  enjoyment 
in  her  fociety,  as  (he  ibon  after  fell  into  a  decline^  attend- 
ed with  fuch  fympt6ms  as  afforded  little  profpeft  of  any 
long  continuance  of  life.  The  firft  account  of  her  ftate 
being  defperate,  reached  Swift  in  London,  as  was  before 
related.  The  following  extrads  from  his  letter  to  Dr. 
Sheridan  on  the  occafion,  will  beft  (hew  with  what  ago* 
nics  oif  mind  he  received  it. 

**  I  have  your's  juft  now  of  the  i9th|  and  the  account, 
you  give  me,  is  nothing  but  what  I  have  Ibme  time  ex- 
pefted  with  the  utmoft  agonies.  It  was  at  this  time  the 
beft  office  your  friendlhip  could  do,  not  to  deceive  me. 
I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  greatcft  event  that  can  ever 
happen  to  me,  but  all  my  preparations  will  not  fuffice  to 
make  me  bear  it  like  a  Philofopher,  nor  altogether  like  a 
Chriftian.  There  lui^  been  the  nH>fl  intimate  friendfliip 
between  us  from  her  childhood,  and  thegreateft  merit  on 
her  fide,  that  ever  was  in  one  human  creature  towards 
another.  Nay,  if  I  were  now  near  her,  I  would  not  ice 
her }  I  could  not  behave  myfelf  tolerably,  and  (hould  re« 
doubk  her  Ibrrow.  Judge  in  what  a  temper  of  mind  I 
write  this.  The  very  time  I  am  writing,  I  conclude  the 
faireft  foul  in  the  world  has  left  its  body-— Confufimi  I 
that  I  am  this  moment  called  down  toa  vifitor*  when  I 
am  in  the  country^  and  not  in  my  power  lo  deny  myfelf. 
I  have  paflcd  a  very  conftrained  hour,  and  now  return  to 
fay  1  know  not  wh^r.  I  have  been  long  weary  of  the 
world,  and  (hall  for  my  fmall  remainder  of  years  be  weary 
t)f  life,  having  for  ever  k)ft  that  conyerfatlon^  which  a- 
lohe  could  make  it  tolerable." 

Sooa 
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Soon  after  diisj  we  have  feen  that  he  returned  to  Ire- 
hnd,  where  he  found  the  danger  over,  and  was  made 
happy  by  her  recovery.  But  on  his  next  journey  to  Lon- 
don in  the  following  year^  he  was  again  alarmed  with  an 
account  of  a  moft  dangerous  relapfe.  The  efieft  this  had 
on  him  will  be  beft  defcribed  by  his  own  expreflions  in 
his  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan. 

^  I  have  had  your  letter  of  the  ipih,  and  expcft,  be- 
fore you  read  this,  to  receive,  another  from  you,  with 
the  moft  fatal  news  that  can  ever  come  to  me,  unlcfs  I 
fhould  be  put  to  death  for  fome  ignominious  crime.  I 
continue  very  ill  with  my  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  and  I 
ihall  be  perfeaiy  content  if  God  fhall  pleafe  to  call  me  at 
this  time.  I  beg,  if  you  have  not  writ  to  me  before  yoo 
get  this,  to  tell  me  no  particulars,  but  the  event  in  ge- 
neral :  my  wcaknefs,  my  age,  my  fricndlhip  will  bear  no 
more.  I  do  not  intend  to  return  to  Ireland  fo  foon  as  I 
purpofed  •,  I  would  not  be  there  in  the  midft  of  grief. 
Neither  my  health  nor  grief  will  permit  me  to  fay  more. 
This  ftroke  was  uncxpeded,  and  my  fears  laft  year  were 
cen  times  greater.'* 

In  a  fubfcquent  letter  he  fays,  ^'  If  I  had  any  tolerably 
liealth,  I  would  go  this  moment  to  Ireland  ;,  yet  I  think 
I  would  not,  confidcring  the  news  I  daily  expeft  to  hear 
from  you.  I  have  juft  received  yours  of  Auguft  the 
24th,  I  kept  it  an  hour  in  my  pocket,  with  all  the  fuf- 
penfe  of  a  man  who  expeftcd  to  hear  the  worft  news  that 
fortune  could  give  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  was  not  a- 
ble  to  hold  up  my  head.  Thefc  are  perquifites  of  livmg 
long;  the  laft  aft  of  life  is  always  a  tragedy  at  beft;  but 
it  is  a  bitter  aggravation  to  have  one's  beft  friend  go  bcr 
fore  one.  I  do  profcfs,  upon  my  falvation,  that  the  dif- 
treffed  and  dcfperate  condition  of  our  friend,  makes  life 
fo  indifferent  to  me,  who  by  courfc  of  nature  have  fo  lite 
fie  left,  that  J  do  not  think  it  worth  the  tiinc  to  ftnjgglc^ 

X3  yes 
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yet  I  ftiould  think,  according  to  what  h2\d  Jbeen  formerly, 
that  I  may  happen  to  overcoaie  thi§  dilbsderv  ^n^  to 
what  advantage  ?  Why,  to  fee  ,the  lofs  of  that  pcrfoHt 
for  whofe  fake  only  life  was  worth  preferving.  What 
have  I  to  do  in  this  world  ?  I  never  was  in  fuch  agonies  as 
wheii  I  riffceivcd  your  letter;  and  had  it  in  my  pocke(. 
I  am  able  to  hqld  up  n^y  forry  head  no  longer.^* 

Let  any  one  who  underftands  the  language  of  nature, 
judge  whether  the  Writer  of  the  above  paflfages,  had  not 
a  heart  fufceptiblc  of  the  utrnqft  tcnderncfs  and  warmth 
offiiendQiip. 

Nor  was  it  to  hi§  friend  Sheridan  alone  that  he  thusj 
ppened  his  heart :  I  have  a  letter  before  me^  never  pub- 
liihed,   to   Mr.   Stopford,    then   at   Paris,    dated  from 
Twickenham,  July  20,  1726,  iq  which  is  the  following 
paflagc :  f '  I  fear  I  (hall  have  more  than  ordinary  reafons 
fo  wi(h  you  a  near  neighbour  to  me  in  Ireland,  and  tha; 
your  company  will  be  more  npccflary  than  eyer,  when  I 
tell  you  jhat  I  never  was  in  fo  great  dejeftion  of  fpirirs. 
For  I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Worral,  that  one 
of  the  two  oldeft  and  deareft  friends  I  have  in  the  world, 
is  in  fo  defperatc  a  condiiion  of  health,  as  makes  me  ex- 
pe<5t  every  poft  to  hear  of  her  death.     It  is  the  younger 
pf  the  two,  with  whom  I  have  lived  in  the  greateft  friend^? 
Ihip  for  thirty-three  years,     I  i^now  you  v^ill  Iharc  in  my 
^rouble,  becaufe  there  were  few  perfons  whom  I  believe 
you  more  efteemed:     For  my  part,  as  I  value  life  very 
little,  fo  the  poor  cafual  remains  pf  it,  after  fuch  a  lofs, 
>vould  be  a  bqrden  that  I  muft  heartily  beg  God  Al- 
mighty to  enablp  me  to  bear :  and  I  think  there  is  not  9, 
greater  fpjly  than  ^hat  of  entering  into  too  ftri£t  and  par- 
ticular a  friendlhip,  with  the  lofs  ot  which  a  man  muft  be 
abfolutely  niifcrable^  but  cfpecially  at  an  age  when  it  i3 
■TOO  late  to  engage  in  a  new  friendlhip,     Bcfidcs,  that  wa^ 
fpcrfoi^  of  my  own  rearing  and.  jnlbu^ing  from  child- 
*  hood^ 
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hood,  who  excblied  \ti  every  good  quality  that  can  poC- 
fibly  accompliih  a  human  creature.  They  have  hitherto 
written  me  deceiving  letters,  but  Mr.  Worral  has  been  lb 
juft  and  prudent  as  to  tell  me  the  truth ;  which,  how- 
ever racking,  is  better  than  to  be  ftruck  on  the  fudden^ 
Dear  James,  pardon  me.  I  know  not  what  I  am  faying, 
but  believe  me  that  violent  fricndlhip  is  much  more  laft- 
ing,  and  as  much  engaging,  as  violent  love.    Adieu. 

"  If  this  accident  fhould  happen  before  I  fet  out,  I 
believe  I  (hall  ftay  this  winter  in  England,  where  it  will 
be  at  leaft  eaficr  to  find  fome  repofe  than  upon  the  fpot." 

However,  as  (he  ftill  continued  to  linger  on,  dying  by 
flow  degrees,  he  returned  to  Dtiblin,  as  we  have  before 
feen,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  laft  melancholy  offices  of 
fricndlhip,  by  fmoothing  her  paffage  to  the  grave,  and 
foftening  the  terrors  of  death  with  all  the  comfortabte 
hopes  which  religion  can  hold  forth.  The  prayers  coin- 
pofed  by  him  on  this  occafion,  arc  written  in  as  pure-a 
ilrain  of  Chriftian  piety,  as  ever  came  from  an  uninfpired 
pen. 

A  (hort  time  before  her  death  a  fcene  pafled  between 
the  Dean  and  her,  an  account  of  which  I  had  from  my 
father,  and  which  I  (hall  relate  with  reluftance,  as  it 
feems  to  bear  more  hard  on  Swift's  humanity  than  any 
Other  part  of  his  conduft  in  life.  As  (he  found  her  final 
difiblution  approach,  a  few  days  before  it  happened,  iti 
the  prefence  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  (he  addrefled  Swift  in  the 
moft  earned  and  pathetic  terms  to  grant  her  dying  rc^- 
quclt.  That  as  the  ceremony  of  marriage  had  paflid  be- 
tween them,  though  for  fundry  con(iderations  they  h^ 
not  cohabited  in  that  ftate,  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  (lander  to  be  bufy  with  hei'  fanic  after  death, 
(he  adjured  him  by  their  friendfhip  to  let  her  have  the  faT 
cisfa&ion  of  dying  at  leaft,  though  (he  had  not  lived;  Ms 
acknowledged  wife.  •  Swift  marie  no  reply,  but  tdrnirig 
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on  his  heel,  walked  lilently  out  of  the  roooip  nor  ever 
fi^w  her  afterwards  during  the  few  days  (he  lived.    This 
behaviour  threw  Mrs.  Johnfon  into  unfpeakable  agonies^ 
and  for  a  time  Ihe  funk,  under  the  weight  ot  fb  cruel  a 
difappointment.     But  foon  after,  roufed  by  indignation^ 
Ihe  inveighed  againft  his  cruelty  in  the  bittercft  terms  ^ 
and  fending  for  a  lawyer,  made  her  will^  bequeathing  her 
fortune  by  her  own  name  to  charitable  ufes.    This  was 
done  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  whom  (he  appoint- 
ed one  of  her  executors.     Upon  this  occafion  the  Dodor 
gave  an  inftance  of  his  xlifinterefted  fpirit ;  for  when  Mrs. 
Johnfon  mentioned  his  name  to  the  lawyer,  annexing  a 
very  handfome  legacy  to  it,  the  Dodor  immediately  in* 
terpofed,  and  would  not  fuflfer  it  to  be  put  down,  faying, 
that  as  (he  difpofed  of  her  fortune  to  fuch  pious  ufes,  he 
ihould  think  he  defrauded  the  charity  if  he  accepted  of 
any  part  of  it.    During  the  few  days  (he  lived  after  this, 
Pr.  Sheridan  gave  her  conftant  attendance,  and  was  in  the 
chamber  when  (he  breathed  her  h&.    His  grief  for  her  loia 
was  not  perhaps  inferior  to  the  Dean's.     He  admired  her 
above  all  human  beings,  and  loved  her  with  a  devotion  aa 
pure  as  that  which  we  would  pay  to  Angels.    She,  on 
her  part,  had  early  Qngled  him  out  from  all  the  Dean'a 
acquaintance,  as  her  confidential  friend.     There  grew  up 
the  clofcft  amity  between  them,  which  fubfifted,  without 
interruption,  to  the  time  of  her  death.     During  her  long 
illnef?,  he  never  paflTcd  an  hour  from  her  which  could  be 
fpared  from,  bul3.nefs  \  and  his  converlation,  in  die  Dean's 
abfencc,  w^  the  chief  cordial  to  fupport  her  drpoping 
fpirits.     Of  her  great  regard  for  him  Swift  bears  tefti- 
raony,  in  the  clofe  of  one  of  hi§  letters  tp  him  from  Lon- 
don, where  be  fays,  ♦J  I  fear  while  you  are  reading  this, 
you  will  be  (bedding  tears  at  her  funeral :  (he  loved  you 
well,  and  a  great  (hare  of  the  little  merit  I  have  with  yoUjr 
h  owing  to  her  foliciutipn/*    Np  wonder  therefore  if  the 
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Doftor^s  humanity  was  (hocked  at  the  laft  fcene  whith  he 
faw  pafs  between  her  and  the  Dean,  and  which  affefted 
him  fo  much,  that  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  could  be 
thoroughly  reconciled  to  him. 

Yet  on  the  Dean's  part  it  may  be  faid,  that  he  w» 
taken  by  furprife,  and  had  no  reafon  to  exped  fuch  an 
attack  at  that  time.  We  hare  already  feen  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  go  through  the  ceremony,  and  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  was  performed.  After  fcvcral 
years  paflcd  without  any  confequence  from  it^  or  any  ira* 
fon  of&red  for  publilhing  this  to  the  world,  it  feems  to 
have  been  agreed  between  them  that  the  whole  (houM  be 
buried  in  oblivion,  as  if  no  fuch  thing  had  ever  happened. 
Infomuch,  that  he  had  recommended  it  to  her  to  make 
her  will,  and  bequeath  her  fortune  to  a  charitable  ulb 
which  he  had  pointed  out  to  her.  The  marriage  was  evi- 
dently a  mere  matter  of  form,  intended  only  to  fatisfy 
fome  vain  fcruples  of  the  Lady,  without  any  view  to  the 
ufual  ends  of  matrimony,  and  therefore  was  in  fad  no 
marriage  at  all.  To  acknowledge  her  as  his  wife,  whea 
in  reality  fhe  never  had  been  fuch,  would  be  to  give 
fandlion  to  a  faUhood,  and  at  the  fame  time  afibrd  an  op« 
portunity  to  bufy  tongues  to  draw  a  thoufand  inferences 
prejudicial  to  his  charader.  Or,  if  the  real  ilate  of  the 
cafe  were  known,  and  it  were  believed  that  no  confum- 
matton  ever  followed  on  this  marriage,  yet  he  thought  it 
would  ill  become  the  charader  of  a  dignitary  of  the 
church,  to  have  it  known  to  the  world  that  he  had  made 
a  mockery  of  fo  facred  a  ceremony,  though  he  might  re- 
concile it  to  himfelf  upon  principles  of  humanity.  Be« 
fides,  the  tongue  of  fcandal  had  been  very  bufy  with  his 
fame  in  regard  to  Mifs  Vanbomrigh ;  and  chey  who  could 
charge  him  with  an  Hlicit  amour  there,  would  not  fail  to 
aggravate  the  matter,  by  ibewing  that  he  had  a  wife  at 
(he  lame  time.    On  tbcfc  confideratigns  he  had  long  re^ 
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iblvcd  that  the  fecrec  of  the  ceremony's  having  pafled  bcr 
tween  them,  Ibould  never  be  divulged ;  and  he  had  all 
the  reaibn  in  the  world  to  believe  that  Mrs.  jobnfon  was 
in  the  fame  fentiments.     How  anxious  he  was  to  guard 
againft  any  appearance  of  that  fort,  we  may  learn  from 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Worral,  written  from  England  at  the 
time  her  life  was  defpaired  of.     In  which  there  are  the 
following  paiTages,   July   15,  1726.     **  Wi|?t  you  tcH 
me  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  I  have  long  expefted,  wich  great 
oppreffion  and  beavinefs  of  heart.      I  have  thefe  two 
months  feen  through  Mrs.  Dingley's  difguiies :  and  in- 
deed ever  fince  1  left  you,  my  heart  has  been  fo  funk, 
that  I  have  not  been  the  fame  man,  .nor  ever  fhall  be 
agmn,  but  drag  on  a  wretched  life,  'till  it  fliall  pleafe 
God  to  call  me  away«     I  wi(h  it  could  be  brought  about 
ibat  fie  might  make  her  will.     Her  intentions  are,  to 
leave  the  interell  of  alt  her  fortune  to  her  mother  and  fii^ 
ter,  during  ihcir  lives,  and  afterwards  to  Dr.  Stephens's 
hofpital,  to  purchale  lands  for  fuch  ufes  there,  as  (he  de- 
figns.     Think  how  I  am  difpofed  while  I  write  this,  and 
forgive  the  inconfiftencies.     1  would  not  for  the  univerfe 
be  prefent  at  fuch  a  trial,  as  that  of  feeing  her  depart. 
She  will  be  among  friends,  that  upon  her  own  account 
and  great  worth,  will  _tcnd  her  with  all  poffible  care, 
where  1  Ihould  be  a  trouble  to  her,  and  the  greateft  tor- 
ment to  myfclf.     In  cafe  the  matter  (hould  be  defperate^ 
I  would  have  you  advife,  if  they  come  to  town,  that  they 
ftiould  be  lodged  in  fome  healthy  airy  part,  and  not  in  the 
Deanery  %    which   bcfides,    you  know,   cannot  but  be  a 
very  improper  thing  for  that  boufe  to  breathe  her  laft 
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In  another  of  September   j2,    1727,   he  fays,   "By 

Dr.  Sheridan's  frequent  letters,  I  am,  every  poft,    ex* 

.pcfting  the  death  of  a  friend,  wiih.whofe  lofs  I  fliall  hav^ 

very  little  regard  for  the  few  years  that  nature  may  kaVe 
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mc.  I  defirc  to  know  wh^rc  my  two  friends  lodge.  I 
gave  a  caution  to  Mrs.  Brcntj  that  it  might  not  be in^ 
domo  decani  J  quoniatn  hoc  minime  decet,  uti  mamifejiim  efi  : 
babeo  enim  malignos  quijinijire  hoc  interpretabuntur^Ji  eve^ 
niat  (quod  Deus  avertat)  ut  illic  moriaiur.'* 

Thus  predetermined  as  he  was  in  this  point,  and  fa-^ 
tisficd  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  pcrfcdly  acquiefced  in  it,  no- 
thing could  have  aftonifhed  him  more  than  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal*  He  thought  it  both  unkind  and  unreafonable 
in  his  bofom  friend  to  make  fuch  a  requefl:  i  which,  if 
granted,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  her  when  dead,  and 
might  be  the  caufe  of  much  uneafincfs  to  him  the  fur- 
vivor.  The  pretence  (he  made  with  regard  to  her  cha- 
racter, he  knew  could  be  only  a  pretence,  as  no  woman 
living  had  a  more  unblemiihed  reputation,  being  con* 
iidered  by  all  who  knew  her  as  a  perfedt  pattern  of  mo- 
^cfty  to  her  fex,  and  fo  reported  in  the  world.  It  might 
therefore  be  imputed,  with  probability,  to  no  other 
caufe  but  vanity ;  to  have  her  name  prefcrved  to  future 
ages  as  the  wife  of  fo  extraordinary  a  man ;  and  he  might 
think  himfelf  not  bound  to  gratify  a  weaknefs  in  her, 
at  the  expence  of  procuring  much  difquiet  to  himfelf. 
And  though  there  was  an  apparent  cruelty  in  his  beha- 
viour on  thjs  occafion,  yet  whoever  could  have  looked  . 
into  his  breaft  at  the  time,  would  probably  have  found 
it  agitated  with  as  deep  a  concern  at  his  not  being  able 
to  comply  with  her  requcft,  as  fhe  was  at  his  refufal  of 

A  relation  of  this  tranfadion  fully  confirms  the  acr 
count  I  have  given  of  the  nature  of  their  union.  For 
the  o^ly  unequivocal  proof  remaining  of  the  ceremony's 
having  pa(fcd  between  them^  arifes  from  Mrs.  Johnfon's 

•  la  the  Deanery-houfe,  hecaufe  this  would  evidently  be  very  im- 
propcTf  as  I  have  many  maligners,  who  woald  put  a  bad  snterpreta. 
.tion  on  it,  if  it  iboiil^l  l^appen  (whicli  God  forbid !)  that  flie  fhould  die 
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dechration  of  it,  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  at 
the  time  above-mentbned.  And  as  the  fa£l  has  of  late 
been  denied,  upon  the  authority  of  perfons  fo  clofcljr 
conneSed  with  the  parties,  as  to  give  it  great  weighty 
I  thought  it  necefiary  to  adduce  this  indubitable  proof 
of  the  truth  of  the  account  which  I  have  given  of  that, 
affair. 

Upon  this  occafion,  there  is  one  obfcrvation  to  be 
made  much  to  Swift's  honour ;  which  is,  that  in  rcfu- 
fing  to  acknowledge  Mrs.  Johnfon'as  his  wife,  he  gave 
vp  all  pretenfions  to  her  fortune,  which  otherwife  muft 
of  courfe  have  come  to  him.  But  he  had  no  view  to- 
wards any  inheritance  from  her,  either  as  a  wife,  or  a 
fripnd.  For  we  find  by  his  letter  to  Worral  above 
quoted,  that  he  had  long  before  fuggefted  the  idea  to 
her  of  leaving  her  fortune  to  charitable  ufes,  and  feems 
preflTing  that  ihe  Ihould  be  prevailed  on  to  make  her 
will  accordingly.  The  fame  difinterefted  fpirtt  did  he 
fliew  with  regard  to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  breaking  off  all 
connection  with  her  at  'a  time  when  he  knew  (he  had  in 
her  will  bequeathed  her  whole  fortune  to  htm,  which 
was  very  confiderable.  So  that,  at  this  period  of  bis 
life  at  leaft,  avarice  had  laid  no  hold  of  him. 

Thus  have  I  given  a  true  relation  of  the  nature  of 
Swift's  connexion  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  and  laid  open 
the  caufe  of  their  never  having  cohabited  after  the  ce- 
remony of  marriage  had  paflcd  between  them.  To 
account  for  which  fo  many  conjcdlures  have  been  for- 
med without  any  foundation.  Among  thcfe  there  was 
one  fo  very  abfurd,  and  fo  utterly  impoffible  to  be  true, 
that  it  is  wonderful  how  it  could  ever  gain  any  credit  j 
and  yet  this  report  was  for  a  long  time  generally  fpread 
and  believed.  It  was  aflferted,  without  any  fliadow  of 
proof,  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  was  a  natural  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Temple's  i  and  in  the  fame  way,  that  Swift 
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wt$  his  fon>  and  that  the  diicovcry  of  this  coofangui- 
nitfi  when  or  how  made  was  never  told»  was  the  cauie 
of  their  not  cohabiting.  Now  to  overthrow  this»  it  is 
only  necefTary  to  examine  the  tiihe  of  Swift's  births 
which  was  in  November  1667,  and  to  (hew  that  Sir 
William  Temple  had  been  employed  as  Ambaflador  ia 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  two  years  before,  and  three 
years  after  that  date,  during  which  time  he  refided  con* 
ilantly  abroad.  And  indeed  there  is  good  reafbn  to  be« 
lieve  that  he  never  fo  much  as  faw  Swift's  mother  in 
his  life.  This  was  fo  clearly  ihewn  by  Dn  Delany, 
that  any  mention  of  it  here  might  be  thought  unnecef-^ 
fary,  had  there  not  been  publifhed  lince  that  time  a  moft 
circumftantial  account  of  that  affair,  in  the  Gentk^ 
man's  Magazine  for  November  1757,  in  ^  which  the 
Writer  pretends  to  give  the  whole  account  of  Mrs. 
Johnfon's  Life,  as  well  as  that  of  her  mother,  with 
fuch  a  confident  air,  and  fo  many  minute  particulars,  as 
deceived  one  of  the  Editors  of  Swift's  Works  into  a  be- 
lief that  the  account  was  authentic;  infomuch,  that  he 
has  inferted  the  whole  in  the  notes  upon  one  of  the  vo-* 
lumes.  How  he  came  to  place  fuch  implicit  confidence 
in  the  veracity  of  an  Anonymous  Writer,  is  ftrange; 
but  it  would  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  the  whole  of  this 
fiftitious  tale  was  the  invention  of  fbme  novelift,  who 
had  a  mind  to  amufe  himfelf  with  (hewing  how  eafily 
the  credulity  of  mankind  is  impofed  on,  by  any  ex- 
traordinary or  marvellous  ftory.  However,  in  order  to 
deftroy  the  fabric,  it  will  be  only  necefTary  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  was  founded  upon  a  fa£i:  already  proved  im- 
poflible  to  be  true,  which  is  that  Swift  wa|  Sir  William 
Temple's  fon.  And  with  refpe6l  to  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  authority  of  Swift's 
ficcount,  who,  in  the  little  Trafi:  written  on  her  death, 
has  this  paffage.     <^  She  was  born  at  Richmond  id 
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Suriy,  ttn  the  13th  day  of  March  in  the  ytaf  iMf  ^ 
Her  father  was  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  family  in 
Nottinghamfhife,  her  mother  of  a  lower  degree;  arrdi 
indeed  (he  had  little  to  boaft  of  her  birth." 

Having  thus  developed  his  condu6t,  which  has  hi- 
therto appeared  in  fo.myfterious  a  light  to  the  worlds 
with  regard  to  the  twof  unfortunate  Ladies,  who  had 
placed  their  affcftions  on  an  objeft  probably  not  capable 
of  making  a  fuit'able  return,  or  who,  at  leaft,  had  fhcwn 
hinnfelf  a  perfcft  Platonift  in  love ;  I  (hall  nQw  examine 
his  charafter  with  regard  to  ttie  ftiU  nobler  afFcftion  of 
the  human'  mind,  I  mean  friendlhip.  *  There  have  been 
alreadf  many  inftances  given  in  the  courfe  of  this  worky 
to  ffiew  that  fie  had  a  heart  fufceptibk  of  the  warmeft 
impreffions  of  that  fort,  but  ftill  his  friendfhip  was  por- 
tioned out  iamong  numbers ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been 
almoft  etyually  Ihared  by  Addifon,  Prior,  Arbuthnot, 
Gay,  Pop^,  Lord  Oxford,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Pe- 
terborough, and  many  others  j  but  to  the  perfeftion  of^ 
irifc  friendfhip  it  is  neccffary  that  there  fhould  be  one 
particular  individual,  felefbed  from  the  reft  of  mankind^ 
who  may  be  confidcred  as  another  fclf,  to  whom  we  can 
unbofotn  our  moft  fecret  thoughts,  before  whom  we 
are  not  afhamed  to  lay  open  our  weaknefles  and  foibles, 
or,  in  the  expreflive  phrafe,  to  think  aloud.  This  pofl: 
was  never  hitherto  occupied  by  any  mart  5  but  Swift 
found  no  deficiency  on  that  account,  as  it  was  amply, 
and  more  pleafingly  fupplied  by  one  of  the  other  fex^ 
the  incomparable  Stella.  And  to  this,  in  procefs  of 
time,  did  Sheridan  fucceed.  His  acquaintance  vuth 
the  Dean  commenced  foon  after  his  fcttlement  in  Ire- 
land in  the  following  manner.  The  Dean,  who  had 
heard  much  of  Sheridan  as  a  man  of  wit  and  humour> 
defired  a  common  friend  to  bring  them  together.  They 
faffed  the  day  much  to  tjbeir  mutual  fati&fa^ftion  -,  and: 
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when  the  company  broke  up  at  night,  Swifc  in  Kis 
V^al  ironical  way,  faid,  ''  I  invite  all  here  prefcnt  to 
di|i|5  with  me  nc«  Thurfday,  except  Mr.  Sheridan," 
but  wich  a  look  which  expreficd  that  the  invitation  was 
made  wholly  on  hia  account.  There  are  certain  fairies, 
Concordes  amm4f,  that  on  the  firft  interview  feel  an  irrc- 
fiftibie  attrafbion  to  each  other,  and  rofli  into  fricjnd- 
ihip,  as  fome  do  into  love,  at  iirfl  fight;  and  iuch  was 
^he  cafe  between  .thefe  iwo  men  of  genius,  who  had  a 
great  fimilarity  both  of  difpofition  and  talents ;  and  who 
]^  a  ihort  time  became  infeparable.  This  union  was 
£3rwarded,  and  afterwards  cemented  by  Stella,  who 
cave  the  Doftor  the  pr«ference  to  all  the  Dean's  other 
mends.  As  Swift  had  pafTed  very  little  time  in  Dublin 
previous  to  his  fettling  there,  he  bad  very  few  acquaint- 
.ance  except  among,  thole  of  high  ftation;  to  the  pro^ 
motion  of  fpme  of  whom  he  haocontributed,  and  did 
goodofBces  to  others,  when  he  was  in  power;  fuch  as 
the  Primate,  Archbilhop  of  Dublin,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Phipps,  Bifhop  Sterne,  £5?^,  but  as  he  wi/hed  for 
a  fociety  where  he  could  be  more  at  his  eafe,  and  in* 
.  dulge  his  fportive  fancy,  Sheridan  introduced  him  into 
a  numerous  acquaintance  of  the  moil:  diftinguiflied 
men  of  thofe  times  for  talents,  erudition,  and  com- 
panionable qualities.  As  he  was  allowed  to  be  the  firft 
fchoolmafter  iq  the  kingdom,  an  intimacy  with  thofe 
Fellows  of  the  College,  whofc  acquaintance  he  chofo 
to  cultivate,  followed  of  courfe;  and  there  happened 
at  that  time  to  be  a  greater  number  of  learned  and  in- 
genious men  in  that  body,  than  ever  had  been  known 
before  at  any  given  period.  An  acquaintance  naturally 
commenced  with  fuch  families  of  diftindtiom  as  en* 
trailed  their  children  to  his  care.  BeGdes,  as  be  was 
looked  upon  to  be  one  of  the  nroO:  agreeable  compa- 
panions  in  the  world,  his  fociety  was  much  courted  bf 
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ftU  perfoM  of  ttfte.  With  a  feleft  fet  of  thefe  did  Swife 
ptfs  moft  of  his  feftive  hours  for  many  years }  but  id 
die,  round  of  entertainments  care  was  always  t.aken  to 
engage  Sheridan  before  a  party  was  fixed,  as  the  Dean 
was  never  known  to  be  iii  perfeft  good  humour>  but 
when  he  was  one  of  the  company. 

As  many  of  the  evening  parties  were  made  up  of  this 
chofen  fet  in  the  college,  where  fubjeds  of  literature 
were  often  the  topics  of  convcrfation.  Swift,  who  could 
not  bear  to  beconfidered  in  an  inferior  light  by  any  fo<» 
ctety  into  which  he  had  entered,  found  it  neceflary  to 
levfve  his  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin,  which  in  the 
kurry  of  politics  and  buftle  of  the  world,  he  had  fo  long 
jiegle£bed»  With  this  view  he  invited  Dr.  Sheridan  to 
fkSs  his  vacations  with  him  at  the  Deanery,  where  an 
apartment  was  fitted  up  for  him,  which  ever  after,  wenc 
by  his  name ;  and  affifted  by  him  he  went  through  a 
complete  courfe  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  claffics.  This 
gave  him  a  full  opportunity  of  feeing  the  profound 
knowledge  which  the  Ddftor  had  of  thofc  languages ; 
and  he  ever  after  pronounced  him  to  be  the  befl:  fcho- 
lar  in  Europe.  Thus  living  together  frequently  in  the 
fame  houfe,  in  a  communion  of  the  fame  (Indies,  and 
the  fame  amufements,  a  cloier  connexion  and  mor^ 
intimate  union  followed,  than  Swift  had  ever  known 
with  any  mortal  except  Stella.  As  Sheridan  was  the 
mod  open  undifguifed  man  in  the  world,  it  did  not  re- 
quire much  rime  or  penetration  to  fee  into  his  whole 
charafber  *,  in  which  Swift  found  many  things  to  ad- 
mire, many  things  to  love,  and  little  to  offend.  He 
had  the  ftridleft  regard  to  truth,  and  the  higheft  fenfc 
of  honour  s  incapable  of  diflimulation  in  the  fmallcft 
degree ;  generous  to  a  fault,  and  charitable  in  the  ex- 
treme. Of  a  proud  independent  fpirit,  which  would 
not  fyScr  him  to  crouch  to  the  great  ones  of  the  world 
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fbt  any  fiivour,  nor  to  put  on  even  the  appearance  of 
flattery.  He  had  a  heart  formed  for  friendfhip,  in 
which  Swift  had  the  gpftpkce.  it  was  impoflible  Aot 
to  efteem  a  noan  poflefled  of  qualities  fo  congenial  wkH 
his  own  s  but  his  alFeAion  was  engaged  by  thofe  of  a 
lefs  exalted  kind,  and  mere  pleafing  in  the  general  in« 
tefcourfe  of  life.  Sheridan  had  a  lively  fancys  and  a 
fufprifing  quicknefs  of  invention.  He  had  fuch  a  per^ 
petual  flow  of  fpirics,  Aich  a  ready  wit^  and  variety  of 
humour^  that  I' have  often  heard  his  acquaintance  fay^ 
it  was  impofllble  for  the  n>ofl;  fplenetic  man  not  to  be 
cheerful  in  his  company.  Imagine  what  a  treafure  this 
muft  be  to  Swift>  in  that  gloomy  ftate  of  mind>  into 
which  the  difappointment  of  all  his  views>  upon  the 
Queen's  death  had  thrown  him ;  and  in  which  we  And 
from  his  letters,  he  continued  fo  many  years.  Defpaif 
of  doing  any  good,  had  turned  his  thoughts  wholly 
from  public  affairs,  which  before  had  xngroffcd  fo  much 
of  his  time  j  and  he  was  not  in  a  difpofition'to  fet  about 
any  work  that  would  require  much  thought,  or  labout^ 
of  the  brain  >  he  therefore  gave  himfelf  wholly  up  ta 
the  bngtadle^  and  to  writing  nothing  but  jeax  d'efpriP^ 
in  which  no  one  was  better  qualified  to  keep  up  the  ball 
than  Sheridan.  For  one  whole  year  it  was  agreed  that 
they  fliould  write  to  each  other  in  verfe  every  day,  and 
were  to  be  upon  honour  that  they  would  take  up  no 
more  than  five  minutes  in  compofing  each  letterj 
Numbers  of  Riddles,  Anglo-Latin  Letters,  and  other 
whims  of  fancy  were  produced  in  the  fame  way.  But 
as  thefe  were  only  intended  for  private  amufement,  moft 
of  them,  when  they  had  fcrved  their  turn,  were  conri*^ 
mittcd  to  the  flames.  Some  few,  however,  have  cfca- 
pcd,  and  are  printed  in  his  Works  \  which  may  fcrvc 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  fuch  Readers^  as  may  be  de- 
jQrous  to. have  a  private  peep,  as  it  were,  at  the  fancy  of 
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this  gredf  gcniu^i  when  frolicfcfeme  and  vftitftr^ned 
Ac  was  pbring  hfcr  fportKrc  ^aoabols  in  deflMilt. 

With  a?l  theie  good,  quatims  and  pleafiag  ts^nts^ 
Swifc  faw  ibffie  ikFeakncffcs  aod  ittfinmttca  ttiriiia  friend^ 
which  he  in  viail^endeavaufed  to  cure.  How<ivrr  (killed 
Ke  might  be  in  books,  he  was  a  perfeft  child  as  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  wotrtd.  Beiog  wholly  void  of  arcifke 
and  (TeQgn.hiDS&iry  he  never  (ufpedbed  any  m  others  i 
and  thus  t>ccan[>e  the  dupe  of  all  artfiil  men  with  whom 
&e  had  aiiy  jcmrnetftion*  >  An  be  knew  not  bow  to  fet  a 
true  valoe  on  money,  he  had  no  regard  to  ceconomy  i 
and  his  "pude  was  always  open  tQ  the  indigent^  without 
conGderiiig  %^heeher  he  cotdd  afford  it  or  Aot.  In  con-* 
irerfation,  his  fancy  wa^  not  always  under  the  Areftioa 
*f  difcrcrioiijv;a©d  be  frequetti}y  gave  offence  by  fuddca 
fillies,  wicbourt  intending  \u  Swife  aded  the  part  of  a 
true  friend' omUhiefe  occatiojn^,  and  was  net  fparing  of 
kts  adirionicions  afnd  advice  as  opportumities  offered  i 
bolt  he  found  .the  Dodor  .tci»t>piAioiiated  to  be  guided 
by  the  jodgmcn«  of  ochersy  ihough  his  own. was  too 
wtak  ro  reflrain  bi»  neural  propenfitiesr  In  this  cafe 
the  beft  fervice  to  be  doiie>  was^  to  increaie  his  income 
in  propoTcioo  to  the  largenefs  of  hia  fpirit,  as  his  fpirit 
was  not  CO  be  confined  within  tbebouods  €>f  his  incom^; 
With  this  view  Swift  was.  indefatigable  in  his  endea^ 
▼oors  to  pronrftoce  ihe  ftourilking  ftate  of  his  fchooK 
He  recommended  hinrv  to  all  aa  the  aUeft  Mafter  of  the 
age  ^  and  publilhed  a  Copy  of  i^atifn  Verfes  m  hia  praife 
as  iuch ',  he  delicciMied  evcfv  at  times  to  aA  as  his  Ulher  ^ 
attd  frcqoeniily  acrended  a;  Icbool  to  hear  a  clafs  >  when 
the  Do^or  waa  ill,  or  abfirnt  in  the  country,  he  fup* 
plied  his  place ;.  and  was  always  one  of  the  Examiners 
an  the  Public  Quar^^erly  Examinations.  Such  attention 
J>aid  by  one  of  Swift's  high  charader,  could  not  fait  of 
f aifing  cbc  rtpotacitxi  of  che  fcbool ;  and  accordingly  it 
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increaied  fo  rapidly,  that  in  a  few  years  the  number  of 
fcholars  far  exceeded  that  of  any  other  feminary  ever 
known  in  that  kingdom.     But  Swift  faw  with  concern 
that  his  expences  kept  pace  with  his  incotne^  and  in- 
fcreafed  in  the  fanie  proportion.     Indulging  his  natural 
difpofition,    he  made  frequent  coftly  entertainments, 
'and  on  certain  days  when  he  was  freed  from  th«  after- 
noon attendance  on  fchool,  his  table  was  open  to  a)l 
bons  vivans,  jovial  companions,  fc?r.     And  where  mirth 
and  good  wine  circulated  fo  briflcly,  it  is  to  be  fuppofcd 
there  was  no  lack  of  guefts.     Swift  faw  there  was  no 
likelihood  of  any  change  in  his  conduft,  while  he  con- 
'tinued  in  the  fame  place,  and  aiTociated  with  the  famte 
fets.    In  companion  therefore  to  his  young  and  yearly 
increafing  family,  he  formed  the  defigo  of  having  hiiii 
removed,  upon  very  advantageous  terms,  to  a  diftanc 
part  of  the  kingdom,  where  he  would  have  no  fuch 
temptation  to  indulge  the  extravagance  of  his  difpofi- 
tton.     It  happened  at  that  time  that  the  (thoolmafter  of 
Armagh  was  in  a  declining  ftate  of  health.    That  fchool 
was  richly  endowed  with  lands,  whofc  clear  rent  amount- 
ed to  four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  aconfiderable  income 
in  chofe  days,  and  fully  equal  to  double  that  fum  at 
^eicnt.     Swift  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Armagh  to  fend  off 
an  exprefs  to  him  inljantly  on  the  death  of  the  incum* 
1>ent.     Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,   he  waited 
on  Primate  Lindfay  (to  whofe  advancement  Lindfay 
himfelf  acknowledges  in  one  of  his  letters.  Swift  had 
chiefly  contributed)  faying  he  had  ft  favour  to  beg  of 
him,     That  he  was  going  to  turn  fchoolmafter>  and  de- 
fired  he  would  give  him  the  fchool  of  Armagh.     It  is 
not  vacant,  faid  the  Primate.     Yes  but  it  is,  faid  Swjft> 
(hewing  him  the  letter  he  had  received  by  exprefs.     Af- 
ter fome  raillery  from  the  Primate  on  the  Dean's  turn- 
ing fcho'olmafter,  Swift  at  laft  faid.  Well;  my  Lord, 
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let  me  Have  the  difpofal  of  the  fchool,  and  I'll  engagl^ 
to  fill  it  up  to  jour  mind ;  I  mean  to  place  Sheridan  ia 
it.  The  Primate  codfented  without  hefication.  Swift 
Itnmedi^tely  went  to  the  DoAor  with  the  news,  who 
had  not  the  Icaft  previous  intimation  of  the  affair  frorm 
the  Dean.  After  due  acknowledgments  of  his  kind* 
nefs  oil  this  occaGon^  Sheridan  faid  that  he  muft  take 
fome  time  to  confider  of  it,  and  that  he  could  not  take 
a  ftcp,  upon  which  the  whole  colour  of  his  future  life 
depended,  without  confultinghis  friends.  Your  friends^ 
faid  Swift;,  you  will  ever  be  a  blockhead  as  to  the  world :  ' 
becaufe  they  are  pleafed  with  your  company,  and  gra- 
tify themf^lves  in  paffing  many  happy  hours  with  you 
infocial  mirth,  you  fuppofc  them  to  be  your  friends. 
Believe  me  there  is  little  true  fricndlhip  in  the  world; 
and  it  is  not  impofliblc  but  the  very  men  who  now  hug 
you  to  their  bofoms,  may  hereafter  turn  out  to  be  your 
inveterate  enemies.  Take  my  advice ;  confult  none  of 
them;  but  accept  without  hefiiation  of  an  offer  which 
will  fecnf?  you  a  Iwndfome  income  for  life,  independent 
^f  cafualties.  Beftdes,  your  fchool  will  probably  floi^ 
fKh.as  ffiuch  there  as  here,  as  the  high  reputation  yon 
have  gained  in  Dublin  will  follow  you  to  the  Norcb^ 
and  fecure  to  you  all  the  boys  of  that  moft  populous 
and  opulent  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Do£bor  (till  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  coii^« 
fulting  his  friends  s  and  at  a  meeting  of  them  for  thai 
purpofe,  chiefly  compofed  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Cot- 
lege,  they  were  unammoufly  of  opinion  that  he  fhould 
by  no  means  accept  of  the  propofed -.offer.  They  rc^ 
prefentedto  Kim.that  his  fchool  was  in  a  moft  flouriih-' 
ing  ftate^  and  likely  to  increafe  daily*  That  he  could 
not  hope  to  have  any  thing  like  the  number  of  pupila 
in  a  country  town,  as  in  the  capital ;  and  his  income^ 
even  with  the  addition  of  the  endowment,  would  pro^ 
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bably  not  be  greater.  That  by  rcfiding  in  Dublin>  1ie 
might  nriake  fuch  powerful  conne&ioos,  as  would  raift 
him  to  confiderable  church  prefcrnnencsj  all  expeftation 
of  which  he  muft  give  up  if  he  buried  himfelf  in  an  ob« 
firure  corner  of  the  kingdon).  By  thefe^  and  other  ar- 
guments of  the  like  nature^  the  Dodor  was  eafily  per- 
iuadcd  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  inclination.  For  it 
muft  have  been  with  great  reluAance  that  he  would 
have  quitted  the  fociety,  of  fuch  a  number  of  learned^ 
ingenious,  and  agreeable  men,  as  then  formed  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  Dodbor  had  too  much  reafon  afterwards  to  ce* 
pent  of  his  not  having  followed  Swift's  advice,  as  what 
he  had  foretold,  in  a  few  years  came  to  pafs.  Thofc 
very  men>  whom  he  confidered  as  his  beft  friends^  fet 
up  another  fchool  in  oppoGtion  to  his,  which  they  fup* 
ported  with  all  their  intereft,  of  which  the  Do&or  fpeaks 
in  the  following  manner  in  a  letter  to  Swift :  <^  As  for 
my  quondam  friends,  as  you  ftile  them«  qutrndam  them 
all.  It  is  the  moft  decent  way  I  can  curfe  them ;  for 
they  lulled  me  afleep,  till  they  ftole  my  fchool  into  the 
hands  of  a  blockhead,  and  have  driven  me  towards  the 
latter  part  of  my  life  to  a  difagreeable  lolitude  i  where 
Ihave  themifery  to  reflefl  upon  my  folly  in  making 
fuch  a  perfidious  choice,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  in 
my  nature  to  fufpeA  any  foul  upon  earth."  In  anfwer 
CO  which  Swift  fays^— ^'  I  own  you  have  tpo  much  rea«* 
fon  to  complain  of  fome  friends,  who,  next  to  your- 
felf^  have  done  you  rooft  hurt  %  whom  1  ftill  efteem'  and 
irequent,  although  I  confefs  I  cannot  heartily  forgive. 
Yet  certainly  the  cafe  was  not  merely  perfonal  malice  to 
you  (although  it  had  the  fame  effeds)  but  a  kind  of  I 
know  not  what  jobb,  which  one  of  them  hath  oftea 
heartily  repented." 

Nothing  could  place  Swift's  friendfliip  in  a  more  con«* 
fpicuous  or  dilin^ereiied  lights  than  this  wbple  tranfac- 
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tion.  To  have  parted  with  Sheridan  at  that  period  of 
life,  when  aU  was  gloom  about  him,  when  he  moft 
wanted  fuch  a  friend  to  raife  his  drooping  fpiritS)  and 
ftich  an  afTociate  in  the  only  amufemencs  which  he  was 
then  capable  of  Fclilhingi  would  have  been  to  him  like 
the  lofs  of  a  limb.  Yet  when  he  thought  that  it  was 
necefibry  for  the  interefts  of  the  DoAor  and  his  family, 
that  be  boqld  remove  from  his  fettlement  in  town,  to  ' 
a  more  advantageous  and  fecure  one  in  the  country,  he 
himfelf  planned  the  fcheme  of  his  removal,  which  was 
likely  to  end,  with  but  few  intervals,  in  a  reparation 
for  life,  How  different  is  this  from  the  falfc  reprefenta- 
,tion  made  of  him  by  Lord  Orrery.  He  had  faid 
«*  The  affedion  between  Thcfcus  and  Pirithous,  was 
not  gr^aier  than  between  S wife  and  Sheridan  s  but  the 
friendlhip  that  cemented  the  two  ancient  heroes,  pro^ 
bably  cpcnmenced  upon  motives  very  different  from 
thofe  which  united  the  two  modern  Divines/'  His 
Lordihip  did  not  think  proper  to  ftate  what  thofe  mo« 
fives  weiH*  i  and  after  having  drawn  Sheridan's  charac- 
ter, with  as  little  regard  to  truth,  and  in  many  points, 
as  little  refe'mblance  to  the  original  as  any  of  his  other 
portraits,  he  afllgns  Swift's  ciofe  attachment  to  him  to 
the  mcan^ft  and  moft  felfilh  motives;  where  he  fays 
**  In  this  fitqation,  and  wi^h  this  difpoHtion,  Swift  fall,* 
ened  upon  him  as  upon  a  prey,  wi(ti  which  he  intended 
to  regale  himfclf  whenever  his  appetite  fliould  prompt 
him.  Sheridan  therefore  was  kept  copftantly  within 
his  reach  i  and  the  only  tiipe  he  was  permitted  to  gq 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  chain,  was,  to  take  poiTefliQfi 
of  a  living  in  the  CQunty  of  Corke,  which  had  been 
beftowed  upoq  him  by  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland.'^ 

For  many  years  after  this  fruidcfs  attempt  to  fcrvc 
)ii$  fric|id^  Swift  hs^d  it  hqi  in  his  power  tp  promote  his 
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interefts  ia  my  other  wty^  being  the  moft  obnoxious 
of  any  nrMin  livi«g  to  thofe  wlio  -were  then  in  power* 
But  on  the  appointment  of  Lord  Carteret  to  the  Go- 
▼emmenc  of  Ireland,  who  had  bc«n  one  of  his  okl 
friends,  DoAor  Sheridan  was  the  finl  he  reoommended 
to  his  prot^dioo.  He  got  bim  appointed  one  of  hi^ 
domeilic  Chaplains,  with  a  promife  of  making  a  provi- 
lion  for  bim  in  tbe  Chtirdi.  Lord  Carteret,'' who  was 
himfelf  an  excellent  fcholar,  foon  dtftinguifbed  th« 
Do&or^s  merit  in  that  line,  nor  was  he  lefs  pleafed  with 
him  as  a  companion,  often  inviting  him  to  his  private 
panics,  and  fometimes,  laying  his  ftate  afide,  he  wonid 
ftral  out  from  the  caftle  in  a  Hackney-chair,  to  pals 
the  evening  at  Sheridan's  with  Swift,  and  the  ieled  let 
which  ufed  to  meet  there.  By  the  defire  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  the  Doftor  had  one  of  the  tragedies  of 
Sophocles  performed  by  his  fchoUrs  for  his  entertain-* 
ment.  Before  the  day  of  exhibition  Lord  Carteret  ap* 
pointed  a  morning  to  pafs  with  htm  in  reading  the  play 
together,  in  order  to  refrefh  his  memory  after  fo  long 
an  abfence  from  his  Greek  ftudies.  The  Dodor  was 
aftoniflied  at  the  facility  and  accuracy  with  which  he 
tranflated  this  difficult  Author,  having  fcarce  any  op<^ 
portunity  of  giving  him  affiftance  through  the  whole 
play.  While  he  was  exprefling  his  ftirprifc^  at  this,  and 
admiration  at  the  wonderful  knowledge  which  his  Lord- 
ihi|S  fhewed  of  the  Greek  language,  Lord  Carteret, 
with  great  candour,  told  him  he  would  let  him  into  the 
fecret  how  he  came  to  be  fo  far  mafter  of  this  particular 
Author.  He  faid  that  when  he  was  Envoy  in  Den- 
mark, hr  had  been  |br  a  long  time  confined  to,  his 
chamber,  partly  by  illnefs,  and  partly  by  the  feverity 
of  the  weather  f  and  having  but  few  books  with  him, 
he  had  read  Sophocles  over  and  over  fo  often,  aa  to  1^ 
able  alnwft  to  repeat  the  whole  verbatim^  which  im<^ 
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prcflfed  it  ever  tfttr  indelibly  on  His  memory.  This 
candid  confeffion  was  certainly  the  a&  of  an  ingenuous 
mind,  above  the  vanity  of  gaining  a  charader  fuperior 
to  its  merits  i  and  I  believe  there  are  very  few  who 
would  not  have  fuflFered  the  Dodor  to  go  away  in  the 
full  perfuafion  that  he  was  one  of  the  moft  complete 
fcbolars  of  the  age  in  the  whole  of  the  Greek  language, 
andaccordingly  fpread  this  account  of  him,  feemingly 
fo  well  foundedt  to  the  world. 

Not  long  after  this  the  Lord  Lieutenant  beftowed  on 
the  Do^pr  the  fir  ft  living  that  fell  in  the  gift  of  Go* 
»vernmenr,  only  as  an  earneft  of  future  favours  s  and 
from  the  countenance  Ihewn  him  at  the  Caftle>  it  was 
generally  fuppofed  that  he  might  expeft  in  time  to  rife 
to  fome  high  dignities  in  the  Church.  But  all  this  fair 
profped  foon  vaniibcd,  by  a  concurrence  of  fome  very 
extraordinary  accidents.  When  he  went  down  to  be 
induced- into  his  living,  he  was  requefted  by  Arcbdea^- 
con  Ruflel  of  Cork,  to  fupply  his  place  in  the  pulpit  on 
the  following  Sunday.  The  Doftor,  who  w^s  a  very 
abfcnt  man^  had  forgot  his  engagement,  and  was  fu^ 
ling  quietly  at  his  lodging  en  depabille^  when  a  meiTage 
from  the  Parifc  Clerk,  who  faw  no  preacher  arrive  after 
the  fcrvice  had  begun,  rotifcd  him  from  his  reverie, 
Hedrcflcd  himfelf  with  all  fpeed,  and  of  two  fermops 
that  he  had  brought  with  him>  took  the  firft  that  came 
to  his  hand,  without  looking  into  it.  It  happened  that 
the  firft  of  Auguft  in  that  year  fell  on  that  very  Sun- 
day 5  and  the  fjrft  of  Ajugufl:  being  the  day  on  which 
Queen  Anne  died>  was,  in  that  time  of  party,  a  day 
^i  great  celebrity,  and  much  adverted  to  by  the  Whigi. 
But  this  circumftance  had  not  at  all  occurred  to  the 
Doctor,  who  looked  on  it  only  as  a  common  Sunday, 
without  confidering  the  day  of  the  month.  The  text 
of  this  led-fcrmon  happened  to  be^,  •'  Sufficient  to  the 
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day  is  the  evil  thereof."    Such  a  text  on  fuqh  a  day^ 
excited  a  general  murmur  through  the  whole  congre* 
gation^  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  preacher,  who  was 
the  only  perfon  ignorant  of  the  caufe ;   of  which  he 
was  not  infornried  till  after  he  had  defcended  from  the 
pulpit,  when  the  afiair  was  paft  remedy.     There  hap- 
pcncd  to  be  prefent  in  the  Church  a  furious  Whig,  and 
one  of  the  moft  violent  party- men  of  the  times.     He 
immediately  took  poll  for  Dublin,  where,  by  his  re- 
prefentarion  of  this  matter,   as  Swift  has  obferved  in 
giving  an  account  of  this  tranfa6tion,   '*  Such  a  cla« 
mour  was  raifed  by  the  zeal  of  one  man,. of  no  large 
dimenfions  either  of  body  or  mind,  that  we  in  Dubhn 
could  apprehend  no  lefs  than  an  invafion  by  the  Pre« 
tender,  who  mud  be  landed  in  the  South."     Such  in- 
deed was  the  violent  clamour  raifed  by  the  Whigs  in 
general,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  was  obliged  to  order  the  Dodor's  name  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  Lift  of  Chaplains,  and  to  forbid  his 
appearance  at  the  Caftle ;  though  he  was  perfedly  fa- 
tisfied  of  his  innocence,  as  it  appeared  that  in  the  whole 
fermon  there  was  not  a  fyllable  relating  to  Government 
or  party,  or  to  the  fubjeft  of  the  day ;  and  that  he  had 
often  preached  it  before  under  the  fame  text.     And  as 
Swift  obferves  in  one  of  his  letters  on  this  fubje£t,  <^  It 
is  indeed  againft  common  fenfe  to  think  that  you  fliould 
cboofe  foch  a  time,  when  you  had  received  a  favour 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  had  reafon  to  exped 
more,  to  difcaver  your  difloyalty  in  the  pulpit.     But 
what  will  that  avail  ?    It  is  fafer  for  a  man's  intereft  to 
blafpheme  God,  than  to  be  of  a  party  out  of  power, 
or  even  to  be  thought  fo ;  and  fince  the  tail  was  the 
cafe,  how  could  yon  imagine  that  all  mouths  would  not 
be  open  when  you  were  received,  and  in  fome  manner 
preferred  by  Goverpment,  although  in  a  poor  way  ?   I 
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tcU  joo  dscie  is  hardly  a  Whig  b  Ireland  wba  would 
allow  a  poutoe  acid  buttcr-mitk  to  a  reputed  Tory." 
Swift's  ktcers  on  this  occsfioo  bear  the  ftroAgeft  marks 
of  troc  friendtbtf^  by  giiriog  him  the  beft  advice  how 
to  coodoft  bimietf^  and  letting  in  ibme  rays  of  hope, 
that  be  fkoold  be  able  to  fettle  matters  with  the  J..ord 
l>ieiitenaBt  in  London,  on  bis  ibortly  intended  vi&t  to 
that  city,  and  So  clear  the  way  for  ibme  future  favour. 

Bm  thoi^,  as  Swift  espreflcs  it,  the  Do£lor  had 
thusy  by  mere  chancc--medley>  fkot  his  own  fortune 
dead  with  a  fingle  text,  yet  k  was  the  mean»  of  his  re* 
cciviDg  a  confiderable  addition  to  his  fortune,  of  more 
iotrinfic  value  than  the  iargeft  benefice  he  nr>ight  have 
reafoo  to  ezptS.  A%  this  proceeded  from  an  a&  of  un* 
comnMB  generofity,  it  deftrves  well  to.  be  recorded. 
Arcbdeacoo  Ruflel,  in  whofe  pulpit  the  fermon  was 
preached,  confidered  himfelf  as  inflrumentai,  however 
accidentally,  so  the  rotn  of  the  DoAor's  expeftations. 
He  was  for  (bme  time  uneafy  in  his  mind  on  this  ac- 
count, and  at  lafl  determined  to  make  him  a  noble 
con^penfation.  He  had  a  great  friendlhip  for  the  Doc- 
tor, whom  he  faw  loaded  with  a  numerous  offspring, 
upon  a  precarious  inconoe,  while  he  himfelf  was  pof- 
ieffed  of  a  confiderable  property,  and  without  any  fa- 
mily. Urged  on  by  thofe  nice  fcruples  in  his  mind 
before^mentioned,  he  thought  he  could  not  make  a 
better  ufe  of  his  fortune^  than  to  apply  the  fuperfluity 
of  it  towards  making  the  Doftor  eafy  in  his  circum* 
ftances,  and  thus  enabling  him  to  make  a  provifion  for 
his  children.  With  this  view  he  took  a  journey  to 
Dublin  in  order  to  make  over  to  hiiiii  by  an  irrevocable 
deed  of  gift,  the  valuable  manor  of  Drumlane  in  the 
xx>unty  of  Cavan,  a  Bilhop's  leafe,  which  at  that  time 
produced  a  clear  profit  rent  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
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peoods  pif  annum  *•  An  aA  of  fuch  liberality,  and  lel- 
dom  to  be  paralleled  in  this'dcgenerate  and  felfiihage, 
deferves  well  to  be  refcued  from  oblivion  %  nor  could  the 
Author  of  thefe  MemoirSy  without  ingratitude,  pals  ic 
over  in  filcnce> 

But  unfortunately  this  noble  benefa&ion  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  end  propofed  by  the  bountiful  donor.  The 
Doftor  now  thought  his  fortune  was  made,  and  let  no 
bounds  to  his  prodigality :  with  what  he  pofleflcd  before 
in  the  county  of  Cavan,  his  landed  property  produced 
him  full  four  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and  his  fchool  and 
living,  eight  hundred  more.  A  large  income  indeed  in 
thofe  days^  but  not  equal  to  the  profuienels  of  his  fpiric. 
He  was,  as  was  before  obferved,  the  greateft  dupe  in 
the  world,  and  a  conftant  prey  to  all  the  indigent  of  his 
acquaintance,  as  well  as  (hofe  who  were  recommended  to 
him  by  others.  Not  content  with  receiving  feveral  into 
his  fchool  whom  he  taught  without  pay,  he  had  always 
two  or  three  whom  he  lodged  and  boarded  in  his  houfe 
gratis  \  nay  fome  he  maintained  in  cloaths  and  every 
other  neceflary,  and  afterwards  entered  and  fupported 
them  in  the  College  at  his  own  charge,  as  if  they  had 
been  his  fons.  To  his  daughters  he  gave  the  genteeleft 
education,  and  dreft  them  in  the  moftfalhionableftyle.  As 
he  was  an  adept  in  Mufic  both  in  the  fcientific  and  praC*- 
tical  part,  he  had  frequent  private  concerts  at  his  houfe 
^  no  fmall  coft,  and  the  expences  of  his  table  were  cer- 
'cainly  not  diminifhed  by  his  increaie  of  fortunet  While 
he  was  going  on  in  this  career,  his  fchool  gradually  de- 
creafed,  from  the  caufe  already  mentioned,  together  with 
fome  other  co*operatii^  circumftances  ;  but  as  the  dimi- 
nution of  his  income  made  no  change  in  his  mode  of  liv- 

*  I  have  been  well  aiTured^  that  the  leafe  produces  at  this  day  ii» 
l^fs  a  fum  than  eight  hundred  fer  a/mum,  net  profit  to  the  prefcnt 
ff>flc0br, 
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ing,  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  contra^d  Tucb  debts 
as  obliged  him  to  mortgage  his  lands.  He  hiA  ex* 
changed  his  living  in  the  county  of  Cork,  for  that  of 
Dunboyne,  within  a  few  miles  of  Dublin ;  in  which  he 
was  egregioufly  outwitted,  as  the  latter  ftH  very  fhort  of 
the  income  of  the  former.  In  this  declinifig  ftace  of  his 
sffairs,  his  refidence  in  Dublin  grew  extremely  irkfome 
to  him,  and  bang  determined  to  change  the  fcene,  he 
a^ain  exchanged  his  living  for  the  free-fchooi  of  Gavan, 
though  to  another  diminution  of  his  income.  All  this 
was  done  without  once  confulting  the  Dean,  who  had 
long  been  weary  of  offering  fruitlefs  advice. 

When  the  Do£tor  was  preparing  to  remove  to  Cavan, 
a  little  incident  happened  which  at  once  (hewed  Swift's 
great  afiedion  for  him,  and  the  uncommon  tcnderncfs  of 
bis  heart.  He  happened  to  call  in  juft  at  the  time  that 
the  workmen  were  taking  down  the  pifture^and  other  fur- 
niture in  the  parteor :  that  parlour  where  for  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  year?,  he  had  palled  fo  many  happy  hours ;  (truck 
with  the  fight  he  burft  into  tears,  and  rufhed  into  a  dark 
clofet,  where  he  continued  a  <}uarter  of  an  hour  before  he 
could  compofe  himfclf.  When  it  is  confidered  that  he 
was  at  that  time  verging  on  feventy,  an  age  in  which  the 
heart  generally  is  callous,  and  almoft  xlead  to  the  fine  af- 
feftions,  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  confutation  of  the 
charge  made  againft  him  of  his  want  of  feeling;  as  I  be- 
lieve the  inftances  are  very  rare  of  perfons  at  that  time  of 
life,  capable  of  being  fo  much  moved  by  fuch  an  inci* 
dent. 

The  Doftor  had  not  been  long  fettled  at  Cavan,  when 
Swift,  who  at  that  time  knew  little  comfort  in  life  out  of 
his  focicty,  followed,  in  order  to  pafs  the  winter  with 
him,  I  was  there  at  his  arrival,  and  during  the  whole 
time  of  his  continuance  there.  It  grieved  me  much  to 
fee  fuch  a  change  in  him.    His  pcrfon  was  quite  cmacia- 
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•ted»  and  bore  the  iMrka  of  inany  more  years  than  had 
pafied  over  his  head.    His  memory  greatly  impaired,  and^ 
his  other  faculties  much  on  the  decline.    His  temper 
peevifli,  fretfulj  morofej  and  prone  to  fudden  fits  of 
piOkyi  I  and  yet  to  me  his  behaviour  was  gentle'  as  ic 
always  hud  been  from  my  early  childhood,  vtreating  me 
with  partial  kindneis  and  attention,  as  being  his  godfon  ^ 
often  giving  me  inftru&ion,  attended  with  frequent  pce- 
fents  and  rewards  when  I  did  well.     I  loved  him  from 
my  boyifli  days,  and  never  ftood  in  the  lead  awe  before 
hioH  as  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  had  a  cro&  look, 
or  harlh  expreffion  from  him.     I  read  to  him  two  or  throe 
hours  every  day  during  this  vifit,  and  qft(;n  received  both 
jdeafure  and  improvement  from  the  obfervacions  he  made. 
His  intention  was  to  have  pafied  the  whole  winter  there  ; 
but  as  the  Doftor  was  called  up  to  tow4)  upon  bu(ioc& 
during  the  Chriftmas  vacation.  Swift  found  the  place  de- 
Ibla^e  without  him,  and  followed  him  in  a  few  days. 
During  this  vifit,  it  appeared  by  many  inftances  that  avi^ 
rice  had  then  taken  pofleiBon  of  him  to  a  great  degree. 
Dodor  Sheridan  had  prevailed  on  the  Burgeifts  of  CavAB 
to  meet  the  Dean,  in  a  body,  at  a  place  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  town  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrivaL 
The  Dodor  told  him,  in  return,  he  ought  to  invite  them 
fo  an  entertainment ;  with  which  the  Dean,  after  Ibme 
time,  though  not  without  manifeil  reludance,  complied. 
He  gave  them  a  very  fhabby  dinner  at  the  hui,  and  calr 
led  for  the  bill,  before  the  guefts  had  got  half  enough  of 
wine.     He  difputed  feveral  articles,  fatd  theve  were  two 
botdcs  of  wine  more  charged  than  were  u(ed>  flew  into  a 
violent  paOion,  and  abufed  his  fervants  grossly  for  not 
keeping  beaer  count.     The  fervants  ran  away,  and  Doc* 
tor  Sheridan,  without  fpeaking  a  word,  went  off  and  left 
him  to  himfelf.     This  was  the  manner  in  wbkh  they  al» 
ways  treated  him,  at  that  time,  when  he  was  in  one  of 
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thofe  fits,  for  the  leaft  oppofidon,  or  e^en  the  prefctice 
of  cbofe  with  whocn  he  was  angry,  ferved  but  to  increafe 
his  paffion  almoft  to  frenzy.  But  when  he  had  time  to 
cool,  he  always  expreflbd  deep  concern  at  his  infirmity. 

Of  the  peertftinefs  of  his  temper  at  that  time,  among 
many  other  inftances,  he  gave  a  remarkable  one,  at  the 
inn  of  Virginy,  his  laft  ftage  before  his  arrival  at  Cavan. 
In  paOing  to  his  chamber,  he  faw  the  maid  employed  in 
fcraping  a  piece  of  beef,  and  flopped  to  a(k  her,  how 
fnany  ms^gots  Ihe  had  goc  out  of  k.  The  wench  fitiart*- 
If  answered,  "  Not  fo  many  as  there  are  in  your  head.^ 
This  repartee,  which,  at  another  period  of  his  Kfe  wouM 
liave  pleaied  him  much,  and  probably  produced  h^  a 
crown  to  the  maid  for  her  wit,  now  threw  him  into  a  ^A 
(ion,  in  which  lie  was  fo  weak  as  to  complain  of  her  to 
her  miftrefs,  and  infift  on  her  being  difcharged  for  her 
faucinefs. 

When  the  Burgeflcs  of  Cavan  went  out  to  meet  him, 
one  of  them  addrefled  him  in  a  complimentary  fpeech  on 
the  occafion,  which  was  but  ill  delivered,  as  he  had  a  re^ 
imrkable  thicknefs  of  utterance.  When  he  had  done^ 
Swift  afked  him,  pray  Sir,  are  yOu  the  Town-Seqeant  ? 
{a  low  office,  and  fcarcely  above  the  rank  of  a  common 
Conftablc)  No,  Mr.  Dean,  anfwered  Dodor  Sheridan, 
that  is  Mr.  Brooks  the  apothecary,  our  eldeft  Bui^efi. 
I  thought  fo,  faid  Swift,  for  he  fpoke  as  if  his  mouth 
was  full  of  drugs.  How  muft  his  difpofition  have  been 
changed,  when  the  higheft  civilities  that  could  be  Ihewn 
him,  and  which  formerly  were  received  with  the  gpeateft 
pkafure,  and  fcturned  with  the  utmoft  poKteneft,  now 
produced  nothing  but  marks  of  diiguft. 

From  this  time  all  his  infirmities  increafed  faft  upon 
liim,  particularly  his  avarice,  to  a  high  degree.  Do^or 
Sheridan,  who  ftill  continued  to  pafs  great  part  of  his 
vacations  at  the  Deanery,  few-many  flagrant  inftances  of 
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<tRS»  wliereof  he  clMugHt  himfelf  bomid  bodi  bjr  (atmA^ 
fliip»  and  a  iafemn  ei^agcmenc  he  had  entered  into,  10 
Spve  him  iniiM^niackMi.  This  alludes  to  a  coovetikioa 
ciiac  had  paflcd  betwtm  Swift  and  Dodor  Sheridan,  as 
dicf  weie  riding  togcthtr  on  the  Scrand,  Ibme  jrears.  be- 
fore die  Do6b9r  left  Dublin*  The  topic  happened  to  be 
that  of  old  age,  which  Swift  laid  he  ibund  oonui^  faft 
upon  hinn  and  he  foppoied  he  (hould  not  be  exempt 
from  its  attendant  infirMties.  ^  But  there  is  one  vice  its 
nfiiol  eomwnicant,  the  moft  deteftaUe  of  all  others, 
and  which  therefore  1  would  moft  endeavour  to  guaid 
again fty  I  mean  avarice :  I  do  not  know  any  way  fo  eflcc- 
lual  for  this  purpofe,  as  to  enga^  feme  true  friend  m 
g^ve  me  warning  when  he  fees  any  approaches  of  diat  fbit^ 
and  chus  put  me  upon  my  guard.  Thb  office  I  expeft 
fiom  you,  and  hope  you  will  give  me  a  folemn  aflbranoe 
that  you  will  moft  pun£hiany  fulfil  it.^  The  DoAor 
very  readily  entered  into  the  engagement}  and  novr 
thought  himlelf  bound  to  difchatge  it.  With  this  view, 
in  one  of  his  vacations  paflcd  at  the  Deanery,  he  let 
down  daily  in  a  journal  kept  for  that  purpofe,  all  the 
inftances  he  could  perceive  of  the  Dean*s  parGmonyj 
which  in  a  fortnight  aroie  to  a  confiderable  amount. 
Armed  with  theie  proofs,  he  one  day  took  an  opportunity 
of  alking  the  Dean,  Whether  he  recolleded  a  difoouric 
which  had  paiicd  between  them  <ki  the  Strand,  relative 
to  old  age  and  avarice,  and  the  folemn  engagement  he 
had  made  him  enter  into  upon  that  occafion.  Swift,  ^ 
one  fuddenly  alarmed,  anfwered  with  precipitation, 
««  Yes,  i  remember  it  very  well — Why— do  you  per- 
ceive any  thing  of  that  fort  in  me  f**  You  fliall  be  judge 
yourielf,  faid  the  Dodor— read  over  that  paper,  and  fee 
whether  it  is  not  high  time  I  Ihould  now*  perform  my 
pfomife.  The  Dean  read  over  the  articles  with  a  coun- 
Danance  in  which  (hanie  and  despondency  were  blended, 
2  When 
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When  He  bad  done,  he  leaiied  hb  head  upon  his  hand^ 
with  his  eyes  caft  to  the  ground,  and  reoudned  for  fome 
time  buried  in  profound  thought  (  ac  laft  he  juft  lifted  up 
his  eyes^  without  changing  his  pofture,  and  cafting  a 
fide  glance  at  the  Doftor,  with  a  moft  Hgnificant  look, 
aiked  him— '^  Dodor— did  you  never  read  Gil  Bias  ?"  al*» 
luding  to  the  famous  dory  of  a  (imilar  condud  of  his  co.^ 
wards  the  Archbtlhop*  when  he  was  bis  Secretary^  which 
loft  him  his  poft.  After  fuch  a  fcene,  the  reader  will 
eafily  conclude,  that  the  difeafe  was  paft  reoiedy ;  and 
that  the  Dodor,  like  poor  Gil  Bias,  would  probably  not 
continue  long  in  favour.  Thifs  was  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
Obfervation  upon  a  paflage  in  one  of  Swift's  Letters  fully 
▼crified;  where  he  fays,  he  had  made  a  maxim  which 
ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  diamond,  "  That  a  wife 
man  ihould  have  money  in  his  head,  but  not  in  bis 
heart.".  To  which  his  Lordflup  replies,  "  That  a  wife 
man  (hould  take  care  Kow  he  lets  money  get  too  much 
into  bis  head,  for  it  would  moft  afluredly  defcend  to  the 
heart,  the  feat  of  the  paflions." 

And  yet  this  vice,  which  daily  increafed,  and  made 
him  aft  grudgingly  and  fordidly  in  all  other  articles  of  ex- 
pence,  had  no  cffcSt  upon  his  charities,  which  were  con- 
pnued  as  ufual.  I  had  a  remarkable  inftance  given  me 
of  this  by  Mrs*  Sican,  two  years  after  this  period,  when 
his  avarice  was  at  the  height.  She  had  called  on  him 
one  morning,  and  upon  the  ufual  queftion  being  afked 
of,  "•What  news  ?"  faid,  a  very  melancholy  afl&ir  had 
happened  the  night  before  to  an  acquaintance  of  hers, 
one  Mr.  Ellis,  a  cabinet  maker,  whofc  houfc  and  goods 
were  deftroyed  by  fire ;  and  as  he  was  a  young  man  juft 
beginning  the  world,  newly  married,  (he  was  afraid  it 
would  prove  his  ruin,  unlefs  he  was  relieved  by  charita- 
ble contributions.  Swift  alked  what  charafter  he  bore  ? 
She  faid  an 'exceeding  good  one,  for  fobriety,  induftry, 

and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


bOC  TOR    SWIFT.  ^37 

told  integrity.  The  Dean  then  wen c  to  bis  deik,  and 
brought  out  five  broad  Portugal  pieces,  which  palfcd  ac 
that  time  in  Dublin  fbr  four  pounds  each^  and  gave  them 
to  her  as  his  fubfcription. 

Dr.  Sheridan,  finding  hinnfclf  difappointed  in  all  his 
expedations  on  his  removal,  continued  at  Cavan  but  lit*> 
tie  more  thari  two  years  •,  when  he  fold  his  fchool  and  re- 
turned to  Dublin.  While  a  houfe  was  preparing  for 
him,  he  took  up  his  abode  as  ufual  at  the  Deanery, 
where  he  was  feiied  with  a  fit  of  illnefs,  which  confined 
him  for  fome  weeks  to  his  chamber.  The  Deatt  was  not 
ih  a  condition  at  that  time  to  afford  him  any  confolationi 
nor  in  a  difpofition  of  mind  to  be  troubled  with  a  fick 
gueft.  A  longer  fit  than  ufual  of  his  old  complaint,  had 
deprived  him  of  all  fociety^  and  left  him  a  prey  to  the 
horror  of  his  own  thoughts.  He  had  long  been  weary  o# 
the  world,  alid  all  that  was  irt  it.  He  had  no  profpcft 
of  relief  but  from  death,  for  which  he  moft  ardently 
Wiflied*  even  when  his  ftate  was  not  fo  bad.  For  fome 
years  before,  he  never  took  leave  of  a  friend  in  an  cveri^ 
ihg,  hut  he  conftantly  at'ded,  "  Wel^  God  blefs-  you, 
and  I  hope  I  (hall  never  fee  you  again  *»**  In  this  hope- 
Icfs  ftate,  deprived  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  fio  wonder 
if  he  was  dead  alfo  to  the  feelings  of  friendlhip.  Whert 
the  DoAor  had  fufliciently  recovered  to  be  able  to  go  a-« 

*  That  he  was  weary  of  life,  appears  in  many  paiTages  of  his  letters^ 
tnd  the  following  anecdoie  will  fliew  how  mnch  he  wiflied  for  deatlu 
In  the  year  1739,  three -years  after  his  memory  had  iiril  declined^ 
he  had  been  ftanding  with  a  Clergyman  under  a  very  l^ge  heavy  pier. 
glaiS)  which>  j nil  as  they  had  moved  to  another  part  of  the  room^ 
^11  down  fuddenly,  and  broke  to  pieces.  The  Clergyman^  flmck 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  they  had  efcaped,  turned  to  Swift,  and 
cried  out,  What  a  mercy  it  is  that  we  moved  the  moment  we  did,  fof 
if  we  had  not,  we  fhould  certainly  have  been  both  killed.  Swift  re- 
plied, "  Had  yon  b<en  out  of  che  cafe,  I  Ihpuld  have  been  happy  ta 
have  remained  there/' 

Z  broad. 
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broad,  he  was  apologifing  to  the  Dean  fdr  the  trouble  bd 
htd  given  him ;  faying,  '^  I  fear,  Mr.  Dean»  I  have 
been  an  expenfive  lodger  to  you  this  bout."     Upon 

which  Mrs.  W j  a  relation  of  the  Dean's,  who  then 

chiefly  managed  his  affairs,  and  who  happened  to  be  pre* 
fent,  brifkly  faid,  it  is  in  your  powpr,  Dodtor,  eafily  to 
remedy  this,  by  removing  to  another  lodging.  Swift 
was  filent.  The  poor  Dodlor  was  quite  thunder-ftruck. 
As  this  Lady  had  always  profeffed  great  friendfhip  for 
him,  and  lay  under  conGderable  Obligsltions  ro  him,  he 
quickly  faw  that  this  muft  have  been  done  by  Swift*s  di- 
redion  i  in  which  he  was  confirmed  by  his  filence  on  the 
occalion.  He  immediately  left  the  houfe,  in  all  that  an- 
guiih  of  mind,  which  a  heart  pofleflcd  of  the  warmed 
friendfhip  muft  feel,  upon  the  abrupt  breach  of  one  of 
fy  long  a  (landing,  and  fb  fincere  on  his  part  v  nor  did  he 
ever  enter  it  again  *.  He  lived  but  a  (hort  time  after 
this.  .  His  friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Hellham,  foretold 
the  manner,  and  almoft  the  very  time  of  his  death.  He 
faid  tus  diforder  was  a  pdypus  in  the  heart,  which  was 
lb  far  advanced,  that  it  would  probably  put  an  end  to  his 
exiftence  in  a  (hort  time,  and  fo  fuddenly,  as  to  give  hin> 
no  warning  of  it ;  and  therefore  recommended  it  to  him 
to  fettle  his  affairs.  The  Do&or  upon  this,  retired  to  a 
houfe  of  one  of  his  fcholars,  Mr.  OK^all^haily  at  Rath- 
farnham^  three  miles  from  Dublin.  In  a  few  days  he 
fent  for  his  friend  and  namefiike,  CounfeUor  Sheridan,  ta 

•  The  ftory  told  hy  a  lying  ^'ographer,  in  a  work  publiAied  and^ 
the  name  of  Theophilas  Cibber^  and  fince  transferred  into  a  note  oa 
the  Dean's  V^orks  is  utterly  falfe.  It  is  there  related,  that  the  DocH 
tor  being  in  fear  of  his  creditors,  had  retired  for  refuge  to  the  Deanery,, 
and-  one  evening  requeuing  a  bottle  of  wine,  the  Dean  grudgingly 
anfwered,  though  he  had  gives  him  a  lodging,  he  had  not  promifcd* 
(o  furtiifli  him  with  wine  /'  for  the  Dof^or,  at  that  time^  did  not  owe 
a  (hillkg  in  the  world  ;  having  fold  a  great  part  of  his  landed  pro«' 
petty  tx>  pay  his  debts* 

draw 
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draw  his  will  j  and  when  that  Was  done*  he  feemed  cheer* 
ful  and  in  good  fpirits.     The  Counfdlor,  and  a  brother 
of  Mr.  0*Callaghan*s,  who  had  lent  him  his  houfe,  up- 
on being  called  away  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom, 
dined  with  him  that  day.     Soon  after  dinner,  the  convel*- 
lation  happened  to  turn  ort  the  weather^  and  one  of  them 
dbferved^  that  the  wind  was  eafterly.     The  DoiSor  upofl 
this,  faid,   **  let  it  blow  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  or  South, 
the  immortal  foul  will  take  its  flight  to  the  deftincd 
point."    Thefe  were  the  laft  words  he  ever  fpoke,  for  he 
immediately  funk  back  in  his  chair,  and  expired  without 
a  groan,  or  the.fmalleft  ftruggle.     His  friends  thought 
he  had  fallen  ^flcep,  and  in  that  belief  retired  to  the  gar- 
den,   that  they  might  not  diftufb  his  rcpofej    but  on 
their  return,  after  an  hours  walk,  to  their  great  adonifli- 
ment)  they  found  he  was  dead*     Upon  opening  the  bo- 
dy, Doftor  Hcr(ham*s  fagacious  progrtoftic  proved  to  be 
true,  as  the  polypus  in  the  heart  was  difcovered  to  be' 
the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death.     I  know  not  whether 
it  is  worth  mentioning,  that  the  furgcon  faid^  he  never 
faw  fo  large  a  heart  in  any  human  body^ 

It  is  with  reluctance  I  have  dwelt  lb  long  oft  this  part 
of  Swifc*s  life ;  but  as  many  reprcfentations  of  his  con* 
duft  at  that  jun£ture,  founded  on  truth  too,  had  got  a« 
broad,  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  his  charadberi  I 
thought  it  neceiTary  to  draw  at  full  length  a  pidurc  of  hi$ 
(late  of  mind  at  that  time,  to  Ihew  how  unreafbnable  ic 
is  to  impute  faults  to  the  found  and  perfedt  man,  which 
were  the  natural  confequence  of  the  decay  of  his  facuj- 
ties,  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  cruel  difeafe ;  by  which 
fo  total  a  change  was  made  in  him,  that  fcarce  any  thing 
of  his  former  felf  remained.  Among  the  charges  againft 
him,  none  bore  more  hard  than  his  latter  behaviour  to 
Dr.. Sheridan,  for  which  I  have  already  accounted.  In 
ihcii^  whole  intercourf^j  previous  to  tjiat  period,  I  have 
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ihewn  how  fmcere  a  friend  he  had  always  proved  himfelf 
to  be ;  and  afterwards,  when  his  underflanding  was  gone, 
and  his  memory  failed,  when  fome  former  feelings  of  the 
heart  only  remained,  I  had  a  ftrong  inftance  given  me  by 
his  lervant  William^  how  deep  an  impreffibn  the  Doctor 
had  made  there  •,  who  told  me  that  when  he  was  in  that 
ftatc,  the  Dean,  every  day,  for  a  long  time,  conftantly 
afked  him  the  fame  queftion---"  William,  did  you  know 
Do£tor  Sheridan  ?"  Yes,  Sir,  very  well— and  then,  with 
a  heavy  (igh,  Oh  I  loft  my  right  hand  when  I  loft  him« 

SECTION    VII. 

HavInc  thus  finilhed  the  Life  of  Swift,  aftd  related 
in  a  regular  fcries  all  that  I  thought  moft  worthy  to  be 
recorded,  I  have  purpofely  referVed  to  a  leparate  part  of 
the  Work,  fuch  Anecdotes,  Memoirs,  and  detached 
Pieces,  as  could  not  have  been  interwoven  into  the  hif* 
tory,  without  much  interruption.  This  was  the  method 
purfued  by  that  great  Biographer  Plutarch,  and  that  is 
the  part  of  his  Work,  which,  in  general,  is  read  with 
moft  pleafure.  There  is  a  wonderful  curiofity  inr  npian- 
kind  to  pry  into  the  fecret  aftions  of  rtten,  who  have 
made  a  diftinguifhed  figure  in  public,  as  it  is  from  pri- 
vate Anecdotes  alone  that  a  true  eftimate  can  be  formed 
of  their  real  charafters,  fince  the  other  may  be  afTumed 
only  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  ambition.  Even  circom-v 
ftances  in  themfelves  trifling,  often  lead  to  this,  and  on^ 
that  account  arc  regiftcred  with  care,  and  read  with  avi- 
dity. 1  (hall,  therefore,  without  farther  preface,  relate 
ftich  Anecdotes  of  Swift,  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
and  have  not  hitherto  been  made  known  to  the  world^' 
as  they  rife  in  my  memory;  but  fhall  fct  down  none 
which  I  have  not  good  reafon  to  believe  autherKic ;  as  I 
received  naoft  of  them  from  my  father  >  other*  from  his 
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and  the  Dean's  intimate  friends ;  and  fome  «:ame  within 
my  own  knowledge. 

We  have  already  feen  that  foon  after  the  Dean's  ac- 
quaintance with  Doftor  Sheridan  commenced,  being 
both  equally  fond  of  the  bagatelle^  they -were  laying 
themfelves  out  for  various  contrivances  to  create  inno- 
ifent  Iport.  There  happened  to  arrive  in  town  at  this 
time,  one  Gibbons,  who  had  been  a  contemporary  of 
tlie  Doctor's  in  the  College,  but  had  been  abfent  in  the 
country  for  fome  years.  On  his  arrival  he  renewed  his* 
acquaintance  with  Dodor  Sheridaiu  He  had  a  great 
(implicity  of  charader,  which  made  it  eafy  to  impofe 
on  him,  and  certain  oddities  and  peculiarities,  whichf 
rendered  him  a  proper  fubjeft  for  a  praftical  joke.  A 
plan  was  immediately  concerted  between  them,  that 
Swift  (hould  perfonate  the  charaderof  a  diftrefled  Cler« 
gyman,  under  the  name  of  Jodrel,  applying  to  Do£tor 
Sheridan  to  be  made  one  of  his  Ufhers. .  A  time  was 
appointed  for  their  meeting  at  the  Do£^or's  an  hour  be* 
fore  dinner,  and  feveral  of  their  fet  were  invited  to  be 
prefent  at  the  fport.  When  they  were'^affembled.  Swift 
as  Jodrel,  entered  the  room  in  an  old  rufty  gown,  and 
lank  fbabby  perriwig,  which  were  provided  at  the  Doc- 
tor's for  the  purpofc.  As  he  was  an  excellent  mimick, 
he  perfonated  the  chara£ter  of  an  aukward  Country 
Parfon  to  the  life.  Gibbons  was  requefted  by  the  Doc- 
tor to  examine  him,  in  order  to  fee  whether  he  was  fit 
for  the  poft  J  and  Jodrel  gave  fuch  anfwers  to  the  que- 
ftions  aiked  by  Gibbons,  as  afforded  high  entertain* 
ment  to  all  prefent.  One  of  his  f|ucfl:ions  was,  **  What 
is  Chrift's  Church?"  To  which  Jodrel  replied,  "A 
great  pile  of  building  near  the  four  Courts.''-*For  fo 
that  church  is  called.  On  which  Gibbons  exclaimed, 
'*  Was  there  cvdr  fuch  a  blockhead  ?  Who  the  devil  put 
you  in  orders  ?'*   The  fport  occafioned  by  this  was  too 
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rich  ro  be  fiv^dcnljr  given  up.     Gibbons^  Jodrel^  and 

the  other  gucfts  met  feveral  times  ac  dinner,   where 

Jodrcl's  beliaviour  was   always  aukward  and  abfurd. 

One  time  he  held  out  his  plate  with  both  his  hands, 

i|retching  it  in  the  mo(t  ridiculous  pollure  quite  acrofs 

the  table,  which  provoked  Gibbons  to  call  him  fool ) 

dunce!  and  even  to  give  him  a  flap  on  the  wrift  with. 

the  flat  of  his  knife ;  ac  the  fame  time  ihewing  him  how 

he  ought  to  hold  his  plate,  or  that  he  (hould  fend  it  by 

one  of  the  fervants.    When  this  fort  of  amufement 

was  adjudged  to  have  continued  long  enough,  Doftoc 

Sheridan  delivered  a  mcflagc  to  Gibbons  from,  the 

Dean,  Inviting  hiiTi  to  dine  with  him.     Gibbons,  wha 

had  expreflfcd  a  great  ambition  to  be  known  to  Swifts 

deceived  the  meffage  with  tranfport,  but  faid,  fure  he 

'won't  afl;.  that  fool  Jodrel.    Sheridan  told  him  he  might 

fet  his  heart  at  reft,  for  that  the  Dean  never  had,  nor 

never  would  aik  him  as  long  as  he  lived.     When  thQ 

appointed  day  came.  Gibbons  went  with  the  Do6tor  to 

the  Deanery,  who  placed  him  at  a  window  from  which 

he  could  fee  the  Dean  returning  from  prayers.     He  waa 

dreffed  that  day  in  as  high  a  ftyle  as  the  clerical  func** 

tion  will  allow ;  in  a  paduafoy  gown,  fquare  velvet  cap, 

C«fr.     Gibbons  looked  ac  him  with  great  attention,  and 

turning  to  Sheridan  with  much  perturbation  of  couqte* 

nance,  cried  out,  why  Doftor,  that  is  Jodrel.    Peace, 

fool,  faid  the  Doftor,  I  waj  very  near  lofing  the  Dean'a 

acqus^intance,  by  happening  to  fay  that  Jodrel  had  fome 

refcmblancf   to  him.     When  the  Dean  entered  the 

phambpr  where  they  were.  Gibbons  changed  colour^ 

f^nd  in  grcjit  confufion  faid  %o  Sheridan,   by  my  foul  it 

js  Jodrelrr-Whatlh^ll  J  do?  Sheridan  then  fmiled;  fo 

did  the  Dean,  and  opened  the  matter  to  Gibbons  in  fuch 

^  way  as  to  fet  him  ac  eafe,  and  make  him  pafs  the  re^ 

Rjai^dpr  pf  the  day  YCry  plcafantly.    5qt  Swift  had  not 
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yet  done  with  him.  He  had  perceived  that  though 
Gibbons  had  no  precenfions  to  fcholarfhipt  be  had  a 
good  deal  of  vanicjr  on  that  fcore>  and  was  refolved  W 
mortify  him.  He  had  before-hand  prepared  Mrs.  John- 
fon  in  a  paflage  of  Lucretius^  wherein  are  thef^  lines  i 


■■  ■'  !■  ■■      Medicque  infonU  kporum^ 
Surgii  amari  aU^uid. 

Among  their  evening  amufements,  Mrs.  Johnfon  tzlU 
cd  for  Lucretius,  as  an  Author  (he  was  well  acquainted 
with,  and  requefted  of  Gibbons  to  explain  that  paflage 
to  her.  Why,  fays  he^  there  can  be  nothing  more 
eafy,  and  began  immediately  to  conftrue  it  in  the  fchoolr 
boys  falhioHi  *'  ^e  and  medio  infonte^  in  the  middle  of 
a  founuin,  Uporum^  of  hare$.«— No,  Mr.  Gibbons,  in« 
terrupted  Mrs.  Johnfon,  if  that  word  (ignifies  hares^  ie 
would  be  a  falfe  quantity  in  the  verfe,  the  0  being  ne« 
ceifarily  long  in  the  laft  foot  of  the  line,  whereas  the  6 
in  leporum^  when  it  fignifies  haresj  is  Ihort.  PoOr 
Gibbons  was  quite  confounded,  acknowledged  his  er« 
ror,  f  nd  did  not  choofe  to  give  any  farther  proofs  of 
his  erudition>  before  a  Lady  fp  profoundly  (killed  in 
Latin. 

As  Swift  was  fond  of  fcenes  in  low  l^e,  he  miffed  no 
opportunity  of  being  preient  at  them,  when  they  £Ib11 
in  his  way.  Once  when  he  was  in  the  country^  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  there  was  to  be  a  beggar's  wed- 
ding in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  refolved  not  to 
mifs  the  opportunity  of  feeing  fo  curious  a  ceremony  i 
and  that  he  might  enjoy  the  whole  completely,  propo- 
fed  to  I>r.  Sheridan  that  he  (hould  go  thither  difguifed 
as  a  blind  fidler,  with  a  bandage  over  his  eyes,  and  be 
would  attend  him  as  his  man  to  lead  him.  Thus  ac- 
coutred they  reached  the  fcene  of  aftion,  where  the 
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blind  fidicr  was  received  with  joyful  Ihouts.    Thcf 
Iiad  plenty  of  meet  and  drink^  and  plied  the  (idler  and 
his  man  with  more  than  was  agreeable  to  them.    Never 
was  a  more  joyous  wedding  fecn.     They  fting,   they 
danced,  told  their  ftories,  cracked  jokes>  6f^.  in  a  vein 
of  humour  more  entertaining  to  the  two  gueds^  than 
they  probably , could  have  found  in  any  other  noeeting 
on  a  like  occafion.     When  they  were  about  to  depart^ 
they  pulled  out  their  leather  pouches,  and  rewarded  the 
fidler  very  handfqmely.     The  next  day  the  Dean  and 
the  Doctor  walked  out  in  their  ufual  drefs>  and  found 
their  companions  of  the  preceding  evening,  fcattered 
about  in  different  parts  of  the  coad,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing village,  all  begging  their  charity  in  doleful  ftrains, 
and  telling  difmal  itories  of  their  diftrefs.     Among 
thcfe,  they  found  fome  upon  crutches,  who  had  dan- 
:ced  very  nimbly  at  the  wedding;   others  (lone  blind» 
who   were  perfcftly  clear  fighted  at  the  feaft.     The 
'Doftor  diftributcd  among  them  the  money  which  he 
had  received  as  his  pay ;  but  the  Dean,  who  mortally 
-hated  thofe  fturdy  vagrants,  rated  them  foundly  j  told 
them  in  what  manner  he  had  been  prefent  at  the  wed- 
ding, and  was  let  into  their  roguery,  and  aflEiiredthem, 
if  they  did  not  immediately  apply  to  honeft  labotir,  he 
•would  have  them  taken  up,  and  fen t  to  jail.     Where- 
upon the  lame  once  more  recovered  their  legs,  and  the 
blind  their  eyes^  fo  as  to  make  4  very  precipitate  re- 
treat. 

When  the  Dean  was  at  Quilca,  a  country  feat  of 
.Dr.  Sheridan's,  on  a  fmall  eftate  which  he  poflTeffed  in 
the  county  of  Cavan,  during  the  Doftor's  abfence, 
who  could  only  pafs  his  fchool  vacations  there,  he  afted 
as  Bailiff,  in  fuperintending  the  Works  then  carrying 
on.  He  had  a  mind  to  furprife  the  Doftor,  on  his  next 
vifit,  with  Jbme  improvements  made  at  hi^  own  expence. 

Accordingly 
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Accoraingly  he  had  a  cana^  cut  of  fome  extent,  and  at 
the  end  of  it,  by  tranfplanting  fome  young  trees,  formed 
mn  arbour,  which  he  called  Stella's  bower,  and  fur- 
rounded  fome  acres  of  land  about  it  with  a  dry  ftonc 
wall  (for  the  country  afforded  no  lime)  the  materials 
of  which  were  taken  from  the  furface  of  the  ground^ 
-which  was  very  ftony.  The  Dean  had  given  drift 
-charge  to  all  about  him  to  keep  this  fecret  in  order  to 
furprife  the  Doftor  on  his  arrival;  but  he  had  in  the 
mean  time  received  intelligence  of  all  that  was  going 
•forward.  On  his  coming  to  Quilca,  the  Dean  took  an 
-early  opportunity  of  walking  with  him  capelefsly  to^ 
wards  this  new  fcene.  The  Doftor  feerped  not  to  take 
the  leaft  notice  of  any  alteration,  and  with  a  moft  in* 
flexible  countenance  continued  to  talk  of  indifferent 
matters.  Confound  your  ftupidity,  faid  Swift,  in  a 
rage,  why  you  blockhead  don't  you  fee  the  great  im- 
provements I  have  been  nrraking  here  ?  Improvements^ 
-Mr.  Dean  j  why  I  fee  a  long  bog-hole  out  of  which  I 
fuppofc  you  have  cut  the  turf;  you  have  removed  fome 
of  the  young  trees  1  think  to  a  worfe  fituation;  as  to 
taking  the  ftones  from  the  furface  of  the  ground,  1  al- 
low that  is  a  ufeful  work,  as  the  grafs  will  grow  the 
better  for  it ;  and  placing  them  about  the  field  in  that 
form,  will  make  it  more  eafy  to  carry  them  off.  Plague 
on  your  Irifh  talle,  fays  Swifts  this  is  juft  what  I  ought 
to  have  expefted  from  you ;  but  neither  you  nor  your 
forefathers  ever  made  fuch  an  improvement ;  nor  will 
you  be  able  while  you  live  to  do  any  thing  like  ic. 

The  Doftor  was  refolved  to  retaliate  on  the  Dean  the 
firft  opportunity.  It  happened  when  he  was  down 
there  in  one  of  his  vacations,  that  the  Dean  was  abfent 
for  a  few  days  on  a  vifit  elfewhcre.  He  took  this  op- 
portunity of  employing  a  great  number  of  hands  to 
m^ke  an  iOand  in  the  middle  of  the  lake^   where  the 
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wacer  was  twenty  feet  deep ;  an  arduous  work  in  ap- 
pearance^  but  not  hard  to  be  executed  in  a  place 
abounding  with  large  ftones  upon  the  furface  of  the 
ground^  and  where  long  heath  grew  every  where  io 
great  plenty  j  for  by  placing  quantities  of  thofc  ftoncs 
in  large  bundles  of  heathy  the  fpace  was  foon  filled 
vpy  and  a  large  ifland  formed.  To  cover  this  a  fu£EL* 
cient  quantity  of  earth  an4  green  fods  were  brought* 
and  fevcra!  well  grown  ofiers,  and  other  aquatics^  were 
removed  to  it.  The  Doftor's  fccret  was  better  kept 
than  Swift's ;  who>  on  his  return^  walked  towards  th<c 
lake,  and  feeing  the  New  Iflandj  cried  out  in  a(loni0)^ 
mentj  '^  Heigh  I  how  the  water  of  the  lake  is  funk 
in  this  Ihort  time  to  difcover  that  ifland  of  whic'h  theiie 
4Kras  no  trace  before !  Greatly  funk  indeedj  obfervql 
the  Doftor  with  a  fneer^  if  it  covered  the  tops  of  thofe 
osiers*  Swift  then  faw  he  had  been  fairly  taken  inj  and 
acknowledged  the  Doftor  had  got  the  better  of  him> 
both  in  bis  ftratagem,  and  the  beauty  of  his  improve* 
ment. 

Many  were  their  contrivances  to  play  tricks  on  each 
ether  as  occafions  offered^  and  it  feldom  happened  but 
that  where  one  fucte^ded^  a  fpeedy  retaliation  enfued. 
The  Dcan»  the  DoAor^  another  Gentlemanj  and  the 
'Bitbop  of  Meath^  onee  fet  out  together  from  Dublin, 
to  pafs  fome  days  at  a  friend's  houfe  in  the  country. 
The  Biflrop  had  faid  that  he  fbould  not  be  able  to  vifit 
his  diocefe  for  fome  time^  as  his  houfe  was  rebuilding; 
upon  which  Swift  made  him  a  tender  of  his  houfe  ac 
Laracor,  till  his  own  (hould  be  ready  for  him.  The 
difcourfe  naturally  fell  upon  country  feats  s  and  Sheri- 
idan  enlarged  a  good  deal  upon  the  beauties  of  Quilca^ 
which  though  at  that  time  in  a  very  rude  ftate,  to  ufe 
a  modern  phrafcj  had  certainly  great  capabilities. 
jSwift  fxclaimed^  my  Lord^  do  you  hear  that  vapouring; 
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fcab  ?  I  will  fhcw  you  an  cxaft  pifturc  of  that,  place 
which  he  has  painted  in  fuch  fine  colours.  Upon  which 
he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  for  the  firft  time, 
produced  that  ludicrous  copy  of  verfes  on  Quilca,  fiocc 
printed  in  his  Works.  This  occalioned  a  good  deal  of 
laughter  at  the  Doctor's  expence,  who  bore  it  patiently 
for  fomfe  time,  but  meditated  fpeedy  revenge.  He  t^cn 
pretended  to  be  weary  of  the  coach,  and  faid  he  would 
mount  his  horfe,  which  was  led,  and  go  before  to  pre- 
pare breakfaft  for  them  at  the  inn.  fife  made  what 
{peed  he  could,  and  upon  his  arrival  there,  inftantly 
called  for  pen,  ink,  and  pape^,  and  wrote  the  Poem,^ 
defcribing  the  Dean's  goods  at  Laracor.  Upon  feeing 
a  beggar  at  the  door,  the  thought  (truck  him  to. have 
this  prefented  to  the  Bilhop  by  way  of  petition* .  He 
accordingly  folded  it  up  in  that  form,  and  gaVe  the 
beggar  his  leflbn  when  and  how  he  was  to  prefect  it. 
When  breakfaft  was  over,  ^nd  they  had  all  got  into 
the  coach,  the  beggar  with  much  importunity^  ftretched 
his  hand  out  with  the  petition  to  the  fiilhop.  Swift, 
always  at  epmity  with  thefe  vagrants,  begged  of  his 
Lordlhip  not  to  receive  it^  and  was  calling  out  to  the 
coachnian  to  drive  on>  when  the  Biihop,  who  had  been 
let  into  the  fecret  by  Sheridan,  ftopped  him,  and  open- 
ing the  petition,  kept  it  clofc  to  his  eyes,  fo  that  no 
one  elfe  might  fee  its  contents,  and  for  fome  time  feemed 
to  read  it  with  attention.  He  then  gave, the  poor  man 
a  fliilling>  and  faid  he  would  examine  into  the  truth  of 
what  was  thefe  fet  down,  when  he  returned.  Swifc 
for  a  long  time  after  indulged  himfelf  on  his  ufual  topic^ 
inveighing  Arongly  againft  giving  encouragement  to  fuch 
fturdy  vagabonds,  who  were  the  pefts  of  focicty,  6f^. 
fcff.  The  Bilhop  at  laft  interrupting  him  faid,  *<In*r 
deedi  Mr,  Dean,  if  what  is  hefc  fet  forth  be  true,  the 
Qi4n  is  a  real  obje^  Qf  compftfilQn^  as  you  ihall  fee/* 
3  ^poil 
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Upon  which  he  read  aloud  the  following  contents  of 
the  paper. 

A  true  and  faithful  Inventory  of  the  Goods  belonging 
^to  Doftor  Swift,  Vicar  of  Laracor ;  upon  his  oflfcr- 
ing  to  lend  his  houie  to  the  £iIhop  of  Meath,  uotili 
his  own  was  built. 

An  oaken,  broken,  elbow-chair; 
A  caudle  cup,  without  an  ear ; 
A  battered,  fhattcr'd,  afhbedftead; 
A  box  of  deal  without  a  lid; 
A  pair  of  tongs,  but  out  of  joint ; 
'A  back-fword  poker,  without  point; 
A  pot  that's  crack'd  acrofs,  around ; 
With  an  old  knotted  garter  bound  ; 
An  iron  lock  without  a  key ; 
A  wig  with  hanging,  quite  grown  grey  3 
A  curtain  worn  to  half  a  ftripe ; 
A  pair  of  bellows,  without  pipe ; 
A  difli  which  might  good  meat  afford  once; 
An  Ovid,  and  an  old  Concordance; 
A  bottle  bottom,  wooden  platter  ; 
One  is  for  meal,  and  one  for  water ; 
There  likewife  is  a  copper  fkillet ; 
which  runs  as  faft  out,  as  you  fill  it; 
A  candleftick,  fnuff-dilh,  and  fave-all. 
And  thus  his  houfehold  goods  you  have  alL 
Thefe  to  your  Lordfhip,  as  a  friend. 
Till  you  have  built,  I  freely  lend ; 
They'll  fcrve  your  Lordlbip  for  a  (hift; 
Why  not,  as  well  as  Doftor  Swift  ? 

Thus  were  the  tables  turned  upon  the  Dean,  and  a 
good  deal  of  mirth  indulged  at  his  cxpcnce.^ 
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When  he  was  at  Quilca  he  went  one  Sunday  to  » 
<rhurch  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  two  hours  ride# 
The  Parfon  of  the  parifh  invited  him  to  dinner,  but 
Swift  excufed  himfclf  by  faying  that  it  was  too  far  to 
ride  home  afterwards;  no,  I  (hall  dine  with  my  neigh- 
bour Reilly  at  Virginy,  which  is  half  way  home. 
Keilly,  who  was  what  is  called  there  a  Gentleman 
Farmer,  was  proud  of  the  honour,  and  immediately 
difpatched  a  meiTenger  to  his  wife  to  prepare  for  thq  re- 
ception of  fo  extraordinary  a  gueft.  She  dreffed  her- 
feif  out  in  her  befl:  apparel ;  the  fon  put  on  his  new 
jTuit,  and  his  filver  laced  hat  adorned  his  head.  When 
the  Lady  was  introduced  to  the  Dean,  he  faluted  her 
with  the  fame  refpe£t  as  if  fhe  had  been  a  Ducheis» 
making  feveral  conges  down  to  the  ground^  and  then 
handed  her  with  great  fornoality  to  her  feat.  After  fojtne 
high  flown  compliments,  he  addreffed  his  hofl: — **  Mr. 
Reilly,  1  fuppofe  you  have  a  confiderablc  cftatc  here  i 
let  us  go  and  look  over  your  demefne."  Eftatc,  fays 
Reilly  !  Devil  a  foot  of  land  belongs  to  me  or  any  of 
my  generation.  I  have  a  pretty  good  leafe  here  indeed 
from  Lord  Fingal,  but  he  threatens  that  he  will  not.re- 
new  it,  and  I  have  but  a  few  years  of  it  to  come. 
«  Well--' but  when  am  I  to  fee  Mrs.  Reilly  ?"  "  Why 
don't  you  fee  her  there  before  you  ?"  «'  That  Mrs. 
Reilly !  impoffible  I  I  have  heard  Ihe  is  a  prudent  wo- 
man>  and  as  fuch  would  never  drefs  herfelf  out  in  fUks, 
sind  other  ornaments,  fit  only  for  Ladies  of  fafhion. 
No— Mrs.  ReJly  the  farmer's  wife,  would  never  wear 
any  thing  better  than  plain  ftufT,  with  other  things 
fuitable  to  it."  _  Mrs.  Reilly  happened  to  be  a  woman 
of  good  fenfe,  and  taking  the  hint,  immediately  with- 
drew, changed  her  drefs  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  and  in 
g  (hort  time  returned  to  the  parlour  in  her  common  ap- 
parcl.     Swift  faluted  her  in  the  mod  friendly  manner, 

taking 
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taking  her  by  the  hand  and  faying,  "  I  am  heartily  glid  \ 
to  fee  you  Mrs.  Rcilly.  This  hufband  of  your's  would 
fain  have  palmed  a  fine  Lady  upon  me,  all  drefled  out 
in  filks,  and  in  the  pink  of  the  mode,  for  his  wife, 
but  I  was  not  to  be  taken  in  fo/*  He  then  laid  hold  of 
young  matter's  fine  laced  hatj  with  his  pen-knife  rip- 
ped off  the  lace,  and  folding  it  up  in  feveral  papers, 
thruft  it  into  the  fire.  When  it  was  fufficiently  burnfi 
he  wrapped  it  up  in  frefh  paper,  and  put  it  in  his  poc- 
kct.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  family  was  put  into 
no  fmall  confufion  at  this  ftrange  proceeding ;  but  they 
did  not  dare  to  ftiew  that  they  took  any  umbrage  at  it, 
as  the  prcfcnce  of  Swift  ftruck  every  one  with  uocom-» 
men  «wc,  who  were  not  well  acquainted  with  him. 

However  as  he  fooft  refumed  his  good  humour,  en* 
tertaining  them  with  many  pleafantries  to  their  taftd 
(for  no  man  knew  better  how  to  adapt  his  convcrfation 
to  all  claflTes  of  people)  they  foon  recovered  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  day  was  pafled  very  cheerfully.  When  he 
was  taking  his  leave^  he  faid,  I  do  not  intend  to  rob 
you  Mrs.  Reilly ;  I  (hall  cake  nothing  belonging  to  yoil 
away  with  mc  j  there's  your  fon's  hat-lace,  I  have  only 
changed  the  form  of  it  to  a  much  better  one.  So  God 
blefs  you,  and  thanks  for  your  good  enteruinnient. 

When  he  was  ^onc,  Mrs.  Reilly,  upon  opening  the 
paper,  found  there  were  four  guineas  inclofcd  in  it,  to- 
gether with  the  burnc  lace.  While  he  ftaycd  in  the 
country,  he  kept  an  eye  upon  them,  and  found  his  Icf- 
fons  had  not  been  thrown  away,  as  they  were  cured  ot 
their  vanities,  and  lived  in  a  manner  more  confonanf 
to  their  (ituation  in  life.  In  cpnfcqucncc  of  which,  one 
of  the  firft  things  he  did  on  his  return  to  Dublin,  was 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  Lord  Fingai,  and  engage  him  to  rcnt^ 
Reilly's  leafc  j  without  which  the  poor  man  would,  itt 
a  few  years,  have  had  nothing  for  his  own  or  his  fy 
inily*8  fupport. 

Puring 
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During  his  refidencc  at  Quilca  he  wrote  a  great  part 
of  his  Gulliver's  Travels,  and  prepared  tbc  whole  for 
the  prefs.     While  he  was  upon  the  fubjcft  of  the  Brob* 
dingnaggs,  he  ufed  frequently  to  invite  a  Mr.  Doughty, 
who  lived  in  that  neighbourhood  to  dine  with  him« 
He  was  of  a  gigantic  ftature;   and  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  man  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  the  moft  adivc. 
Swift  ufed  to  take  great  delight  in  feeing  him  perform 
feveral  of  his  feats,  fome  of  whicfi  were  of  fo  extraordi-^ 
nary  a  nature,  that  I  ihould  be  afraid  to  relate  them, 
left  it  (hould  impeach  my  credibility.     Anoong  thcfc. 
Swift  aflced  him  whether   he  could  carry  on.  his  baclc 
a  mank's  horfe  which  happened  to  be  in  the  court-yard 
at  that  time.     Doughty,  after  having  tied  his  legs,  im- 
mediately took  him  op  and  threw  him  on  his  Ihouldcrs^ 
with  the  fame  cafe  that  another  man  would  lift  a  (beep, 
and  walked  about  with  him  for  a  long  time  without 
fhrinking  at  all  under  his  burthen.     It  happened  one 
day  that  a  Gentleman  of  that  neighbourhood,  well 
known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  Killbuck  Tuite, 
dined  with  the  Dean  at  Quilca  when  Doughty  was  there.  . 
He  was  a  blunt  free-fpoken  man,  no  refpefter  of  per* 
fons,  and  ftood  in  awe  of  no  one,  let  his  rank  or  cha^ 
ra£ter  be  what  it  would.     After  dinner.  Swift  aflced  hioi 
whether  he  could  direA  him  the  road  to  Market-hilL 
Tuite  faid  he  did  not  know  it.     That  is  the  way,  laid 
Swift,  with  all  you  IriOi  blockheads  >  you  never  know 
the  way  to  any  place  beyond  the  next  dunghill.     Wh;^ 
jinfwercd  Tuite,  I  never  was  at  Market-hill ;  have^noc 
you  been  there  Mr.  Dean  ?    He  acknowledged  be  had^ 
Then  what  a  damned  Englifh   blockhead  are  you,  re-- 
plied  Killbuck,  to  find  fault  wkh  me  for  not  directing; 
you  the  way  to  a  place  where  I  never  had  been,  Mihen 
you  don't  know  it  yourfclf,    who  have  been  there^ 
Swift,  with  a  countenance  of  great  ccontcrfeited  terror^ 
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tmmediacely  rofe  and  changed  fears  with  Dougbty>  ^liO 
happened  to  be  next  to  hinn,  placing  the  giant  between 
him  and  Tuitc  to  proted  him  againft  that  wild  man> 
and  {kulking  behind  him  like  a  child,  with  well  afted 
fear,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the  company; 
who,  however,  were  not  forry  that  the  Dean  had  met 
with  his  match.  And  the  fame  of  Killbuck  for  this 
bold  retort  on  the  Dean,  of  whom  all  the  world  ftood 
in  awe,  was  fpread  through  the  country. 

Swift  had  got  the  charadler  of  a  morofe,  ill-natured 
man,  chiefly  from  a  pradicc  of  his  to  which  he  con- 
ftantly  adhered.  Whenever  he  fell  into  the  company 
of  any  perfon  for  the  firft  time,  it  was  his  cuftom  to  tr/ 
their  tempers  and  difpofition,  by  fome  abrupt  queftion 
that  bore  the  appearance  of  rudcnefs.  If  this  were  well 
xaken,  and  anfwered  with  good  humour,  he  afterwards 
made  amends  by  his  civilities.  But  if  he  faw  any  marks 
of  rcfentment  from  alarmed  pride,  vanity,  or  conceit^ 
he  dropped  all  farther  intercourfc  with  the  party*  This 
will  be  illuftrated  by  an  anecdote  of  that  fort  related 
by  Mrs.  Pilkington.  After  fupper,  the  Dean  having 
decanted  a  bottle  of  wine,  poured  what  remained  into 
a  glafs,  and  feeing  it  was  muddy,  prefented  it  to  Mr^ 
Pilkington  to  drink  it;  "  for,"  faid  he,  "  I  always  keep 
fome  poor  parfon  to  drink  the  foul  wine  for  me.**  Mr* 
Pilkington,  entering  into  his  humour,  thanked  him^ 
and  told  him,  he  did  not  know  the  difference,  but  was 
glad  to  get  a  glafs  at  any  rate."  **  Why  then,"  faid 
the  Dean,  "  you  fhan*t,  for  Til  drink  it  myfclf.  Why 
p — X  take  you,  you  are  wifer  than  a  paltry  Curate, 
whom  I  aflced  to  dine  with  me  a  few  days  ago;  for, 
upon  my  making  the  fame  fpcech  to  him,  he  faid,  he 
didifiot  underftand  fuch  ufage,  and  fo  walked  off  with- 
out his  dinner.  By  the  fame  token^  I  told  the  Gentle-- 
man  who  recommended  him  to  me,  that  the  fellow  waa 
a  blockhead,  and  I  had  done  with  him/' 

Captain 
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Captain  Hamilton,  of  Caftlc  Hamilton,  in  the 
County  of  Cavan,  gave  mc  the  following  account  of 
his  firft  acquaintance  with  Swift,  The  Ctiptain  was 
pofleflcd  of  one  of  the  largcfteftates  and  bcft  houfes  in 
the  County>  where  he  conftantly  rcfided  and  lived  in  a* 
mod  hofpitable  way*  He  had  a  good  natural  under-? 
ftanding,  but  utterly  unimproved  through  a  neglcft  in 
his  education.  He  was  cheerful,  good  matured,  and 
generous  in  the  highcft  degree.  A  long  friendlhip  had 
fubfiflred  between  Sir  Arthur  Achcfon  and  him,  and 
they  ufually  pafled  two  months  in  the  year  at  each  others 
houfe  alternately.  It  happened  that  Captain  Hamilton 
paid  one  of  thefc  vifits  when  Swift  was  there.  Sir  Ar- 
thur, upon  hearing  of  his  friend's  arrival,  ran  out  to* 
receive  him  at  the  door,  followed  by  Swift.  The  Cap- 
tain, who  did  not  fee  the  Dean,  as  it  was  in  the  dufk  of 
the  evening,  in  his  blunt  way,  upon  entering  the  houfe, 
exclaimed^  that  he  was  very  forry  he  was  fo  unfortu- 
nate to  choofe  that  time  for  his  vifit — Why  fo  ?— Bc- 
caufe  I  hear  Dean  Swift  is  with  you.  He  is  a  great 
fcholar,  a  wit  j  a  plain  Country  'Squire  will  have  but  a 
'bad  time  of  it  in  his  company,  and  I  don't  like  to  be 
laughed  at.  Swift  then  ftepped  up  to  the  Captain,  from 
behind  Sir  Arthur,  where  he  had  ftpod,  and  faid  to  him, 
*'  Pray,  Captain  Hamilton,  do  you  know  how  to  fay 
yes  or  no  properly  ?"  Yes,  I  think  I  have  undcrftand- 
ing  enough  for  that.  *'  Then  give  me  your  hand— de- 
pend upon  it  you  and  I  will  agree  very  well."  The 
Captain  told  me  he  never  paflfed  two  months  fo  plea* 
fantly  in  his  life,  nor  had  ever  met  with  fo  agreeable  a 
companion  as  Swift  proved  to  be  during  the  whole  time. 
Inibmuch,  that  at  parting  he  prcffcd  him  moft  cor- 
dially to  pafs  the  next  fummer  with  htm  at  Cafye^a- 
milton. 

There  lived  at  that  time  in  Ireland  a  Gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Mathcw,  whofe  hiftory  is  well  worth  re- 

A  a  cording. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


3^4  THE    LIFE    or 

cording,  although  in  a  great  part  it  may  appear  digrer^ 
five.  He  was  poflciTed  of  a  krge  eftate  in  the  fineft 
'  county  of  that  kkigdonn^  Tipperary  :  which  produced 
a  clear  rtnt  of  erghc  thoufand  a  year.  As^  he  delighted 
in  a  country  life>  he  pefolved  tor  build  a  large  commo- 
dious houfe  for  the  rceeptioiv  of  guefts^.  forrounded  by 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  his  choiceft  land^  ail  laid  one 
ilpan-  af  reguiar  fiuk  of  improvement^  according  to  the 
new  adopted  mode  of  Englifii  gai:deRing  (which  had 
fupplanted  the  bad  Dutch  tafte  brought  in  by  King^ 
William)  and  of  whi^h  he  was  the  firft  who  fet  (he  ex« 
ample  in  Ireland ;  noi^  was  ther^  any  impnovenaent  of 
that  fort  then  in  Englandj.  whicb  was  comparable  k>  his, 
either  in*  point  of  beauty  or  extent.  As  thb  defign  was 
formed  early  m  Kfe^i  in  order  Bo  accemplifii  his  point, 
#khou€  incurring,  any  debt  on  his  eftate,.  he  retired  to 
the  Contiticnt  for  fcven  years>  and  lived  upon  fix  hu«- 
dred  pounds  a  year^  while  the  remaining  income  of  hi» 
eftate  was  employed  in  carrying  on  the  great  woi^ks  he 
had  planned  there.  When  aH  was  completed,  he  re-» 
turned  to  his  native  country  >  and  after  Ibme  time  paflcd 
in  the  metropolis^  to  revive  the  old,  and  cultivate  new 
acquaintance^  ht  retired  to  his  feat  at  Thomas-toWn  to* 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  c£ays  there.  A&  he  was  one 
«f  the  fined  Gentlemen  of  the  age,  and  pofiefled  of  Uk 
krge  a  property,  he  found  na  difiicuky  during,  his  r^^ 
fidence  in  Dublin,  toget  accefs  to  alU  wbofe  chara&er 
for  talents,:  or  probity,  made  hhn  dcfiroos  to  cultivate 
their  acquaintance.  Out  of  thefe,  he  fckfted  fuch  a* 
were  moft  conformable  to  his^tafte,.  inviting  them  t<^ 
pafs  fuch  Icifur^  time  as  they  might  haw  upoa  thei* 
hands,  at  Thomas^towo,  As  there  wai  fomething  un^ 
eoinmooly  finguiar  in  his  mode  of  living,,  fuch  as  I 
believe  was  never  carried  into  praftice  by  any  mortal 
before,,  in  an  eq.ual  degree,  I  faney  the  i«ader  will  noc 
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be  ^ifplcafcd  with  an  accoilnt  of  the  particulars  of  itj 
though  icrt>ay  appear  foreign  to  the  fubje^t  in  hand. 

His  ho«fe  had  been  chiefly  contrived  to  anfwer  the 
hoble  purpofe  of  that  conftant  hofpitality,  which  he  in* 
teiided  to  maintain  there.  It  contained  forty  common 
diou9  apartil^nts  for  guefts,  with  fuitable  accooitnoda^ 
tions  to  their  fervants,  £ach  apartment  was  conti^- 
pletely  furnilhcd  with  every  converviencc  tha.t  could  be 
'Wanted,  creri  to  the  minuteft  article.  When  a  gucft 
arrived,  he  ftiewed  him  his  apartment,  faying,  this  is 
your  Caftle,  here  you  are  to  command  as  abfolutely  as 
in  your  own  houfe ;  yoii  niay  breakfaft,  dine  and  fup 
her^  whenever  you  pleife,  and  invite  fuch  of  the  guefts 
to  acc6mpany  you  as  may  be  moft  agreeable  to  you. 
He  then  (hewed  him  the  common  parlour,  where  he 
faid  a  daily  ordinary  was  kept  at  which  he  might 
dine  when  it  was  more  agreeable  to  him  to  mix  in  fo- 
ciety ;  but  from  this  moment  you  are  never  to  know  mc 
as  mafter  of  the  houfe^  and  only  to  confider  me  as  one 
of  the  gucfts.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  ceremony 
at  meal-time,  he  took  his  place  at  random  at  the  table, 
and  thus  all  ideas  of  precedence  being  laid  aflde,  the 
gucfts  feated  themfclves  promifcuoufly,  without  any  re- 
gard to  diffcrenc<5  of  rank  or  quality*  There  was  a 
large  room  fitted  up  exaftly  like  a  CofFee-houfe,  where 
a  bar-maid  and  waiters  attended  to  furnifli  refrefhments 
at  alt  times  <}(  the  day.  Here,  fuch  as  chofe  it,  break- 
fafted  at  their  own  hour*  It  was  furnifhcd  with  Chefs- 
boards,  Back-gammon  Tables,  Newfpapers,  Pam* 
phlets,  fe?*.  in  all  the  forms  of  a  City  Coffce-houfe. 
But  the  moft  extraordinary  circumftance  in  his  whole 
^omeftie  arrangement,  was  that  of  a  detached  room  in 
^one  of  the  extremities  of  the  houfe,  called  the  Tavern. 
As  be  was  himfelf  a  very  temperate  man,  and  many  of 
bis  guefts  were,  of  the  lame  difpolition^  thequantky  of 
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wine  for  the  ufe  of  the  common  room  was  but  mode"- 
ratCi  but  as  drinking  was  much  in  fathion  in  thofe 
days,  in  order  to  gratify  fuch  of  his  guefts  as  had  in- 
dulged themfclves  in  that  cutlrom,  he  had  rccourfe  to 
the  above-mentioned  contrivance  i  and  it  was  the  cuf- 
tom  of  all  who  loved  a  cheerful  glafs,  to  adjourn  to 
the  tavern  foon  after  dinner,  and  leave  the  more  fober 
folks  to  themfelves.  Here  a  waiter  in  a  blue  apron  at- 
tended (as  was  the  fa(hion  then)  and  all  things  in  the 
room  were  contrived  fo  as  to  humour  the  illuiion* 
Here,  every  one  called  for  what  liquor  they  liked,  with 
as  little  rcftraint  as  if  they  were  really  in  a  public- 
houfe,  and  to  pay  their  Ihare  of  the  reckoning.  Here 
too,  the  midnight  orgies  of  Bacchus  were  often  cele- 
brated, with  the  fame  noify  mirth  as  is  cuftomary  in  his 
City  Temples,  without  in  the  leaft  difturbing  the  re- 
pofc  of  the. more  fober  part  of  the  family.  Games  of 
all  forts  were  allowed,  but  under  fuch  reftriftions  as  to 
prevent  gambling;  and  fo  as  to  anfwcr  their  true  endj 
that  of  amufement,  without  injury  to  the  purfe  of  the 
players.  There  were  two  Billiard-tables>  and  a  large 
bowling-green ;  ample  provifion  was  made  for  all  fuch 
as  delighted  in  country  fports;  fifliing  tackle  of  all 
forts  5  variety  of  guns  with  proper  ammunition ;  a  pack 
of  buck-hounds,  another  of  fox^hounds,  and  another 
of  harriers.  He  conllantly  kept  twenty  choice  hunters 
in  his  ftables  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  Were  not  properly 
jnounted  for  the  chace.  It  may  be  thought  that  his  in- 
come was  not  fufficicnt  to  fupport  fo  expenfive  an  efta^ 
blifhmentj  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  eight  thou- 
sand a  year  at  that  time  was  fully  equal  to  double  that 
fum  at  prcfcnt;  that  his  large  demefne,  in  fonfie  of  the 
richcft  foil  of  Ireland,  furnilhed  the  houfe  with  every 
neceflTary/except. groceries  and  wine;  it  may  be  fuppo- 
fcd  to  be  eafilypradicable  if  under  the  regulation  of 
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tt  ftridk  ceconomy  j  of  which  no  man  was  a  greater  maf- 
ttr.  I  am  cold  his  plan  was  fo  well  formed,  and  he  had 
fuch  checks  upon  all  his  domeftics,  that  it  was  impof- 
fiblc  there  could  be  any  wafte,  or  tl>at  any  article  from 
the  larder,  or  a  (ingle  bottle  of  wine  from  the  cellar 
could  have  been  purloined,  without  immediate  detec* 
tion.  This  was  done  partly  by  the  choice  of  faithful 
Stewards,  and  Clerks  of  approved  integrity  i  buc 
chiefly  by  his  own  fuperintendance  of  the  whole,  as  not 
a  day  pafied  without  having  all  the  accounts  of  the 
preceding  one  laid  before  him.  This  be  was  enabled 
to  do  by  his  early  riling  $  and  the  bufinefs  being  finiih- 
cd  before  others  were  out  of  their  beds,  he  always  ap* 
peared  the  moft  difengaged  man  in  the  houfe,  and 
feemed  to  have  as  little  concern  in  the  condudl  of  it  as 
any  of  the  guefts.  And  indeed  to  a  ftranger  he  might 
eafily  pafs  for  fuch,  as  he  made  it  a  point  that  no  one 
(hould  conGder  htm  in  the  light  of  mafter  of  the  houfe, 
nor  pay  him  the  Icaft  civilities  on  that  fcore;  which  he 
Carried  fo  far,  that  he  fometimes  went  abroad  without 
giving  any  notice,  and  (laid  away  fcveral  days,  while 
things  went  on  as  ufual  at  home ;  and  on  his  return, 
he  would  not  allow  any  gratulations  to  be  made  him, 
nor  any  other  notice  to  be  taken  of  him,  than  if  he  had 
not  been  abfcnt  during  that-time.  The  arrangements 
of  every  ibrt  were  fo  prudently  made,  that  no  multi- 
plicity of  guefls  or  their  domeftics,  ever  occalioned 
any  diforder,  and  all  things  were  conduced  with  the 
fame  cafe  and  regularity,  as  in  a  private  family.  There 
was  one  point  which  feemed  of  great  difficulty,  that  of 
cftablilbing  certain  fignals,  by  which  each  fervant  migh^ 
know  when  he  was  fummoned  to  his  mailer's  apaM^ 
ment.  For  this  purpofc  there  was  a  great  hall  appro- 
priated to  their  ufe,  where  they  always  aflembled  when 
they  were  not  upon  duty.     Along  the  wall  bells  were 
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ranged  in  orderi  one  to  each  apArtment,  witktjie  nvgb^ 
ber  of  the  chamber  marked  over  its  (o  that  ^hen  any 
one  of  them  was  rung^   they  had  on]^  (o  lurn  their 
eyes  to  the  bell,  and  fee  what  feryant  was  called.    Ho 
was  the  fird  who  put  an  end  to  that  inhofpitable  cuf-^ 
torn  of  giving  vale^  to  fervants,  by  making  a  fuitabl^ 
addition  to  their  wages  -,  at  che  fame  time  aiTuring  them^ 
that  if  they  ever  took  any  afterwards^  they  ihould  be 
difcharged  with  difgrace;  and  to  prevent  temptation, 
the  guefts  were  informed  that  Mr.  Mathew  would  con- 
fider  it  as  the  higheQ:  afTront,  if  any  oflfer  of  that  fort 
were  made.     As  Swift  had  heard  moch  of  thi?  place 
from  Dr.  Sheridan,  who  had  been  often  a  welcome  gueft 
there>  both  on  account  of  his  companbnable  qualities^ 
and  as  being  preceptor  to  the  nephew  of  Mr«  Matbew^ 
be  was  dcfirous  of  feeing  with  his  own  eyes  wfaeth^ 
the  report  of  it  were  truef  which  he  could  not  help 
thinking  to  have  been  much  exaggerated.     Upon  ren 
ceiving  an  intimation  of  this  from  Dr.  Sheridan,  Mr* 
Mathcw   wrote  a  polite  letter  to  die  Dean,  requefting 
the  honour  of  a  vifit  in  company  with  the  Do^or,  on 
his  next  fchool  vacation.     They  fet  out  accordingly  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  a  Gentleman  who  was  a  near 
relation  of  Mr.  Mathew,  and   from  whoni  I  received 
the  wholc-^  of  the  following  account.     They  had  fcarcp 
reached  the  inn  where  they  were  to  pafs  the  firft  night, 
and  which,  like  moft  of  the  Irilh  inns  at  that  time,  af- 
forded but  miferable  entertainment,  when  a  coach  and 
fix  horfes  arrived,   fcnt  to  convey  them  the  remainder 
of  their  journey  to  Thomas -town;  and  at  the  fame 
%itnp  bringing  ftore  of  the  choiccft  viands,  wine,  and 
^ther  liquors  for  their  refrelhment.     Swift  was  highly 
plcafc^i  Y'ith  this  uncommon  mark  of  attention  paid 
him,  a^nd.  the  circumftance  of  the  coach  proved  parti- 
^larly  agreeable,. as  he  had  been  a  good  deal  fatigued 
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mith  his  4ay*s  journejr.  When  they  otme  wkhm  fight 
sof  the  houfe,  the  Dean,  aftenithcd  at  its  magnitude, 
<:rfed  o«c,  "  What,  in  the  name  of  God  can  be  the  ufe 
cf  fuch  a  vaft  building?"  "Why,  Mr.  Dean/'  re- 
^lied  their  icUow-travcUer  before-me^itiened,  "thene 
^re  no  kfs  than  forty  apartnie>acs  for  gneft'S  in  that 
houfe,  aiKJ  all  of  thera  probably  occupied  a«  chis  time, 
except  what  are  referred  for  us."  Swrfr,  in  hi-s  ufual 
manner,  called  out  to  the  coachman  to  -ftop,  tind  bade 
'4iim  tnrn  about,  and  drive  him  back  to  Dublin,  for  be 
«oold-not  think  of  milling  with  fuch  a  croud,  •*  Well,^* 
'laid  he,  afterwards  fuddenly,  '*  there  is  no  remedy,  I 
muft  ftibmiti  but  Iliave  loft  a  fortnight  of  my  life/' 
Mr.  Matliew  received  him  at  the  door  with  uncommon 
marks  of  refpeftj  and  then  condufting  him  to  his 
apartment,  after  fome  complia»ents,  made  him  his 
ufual  fpcechi  'acquainting^im  with  the  cuftoms  of  the 
houle,  and  retired,  leaving  him  in  poflcflrion  of  his 
C^ftle,  Soon  after  the  cook  appeared  with  his  bill  of 
fare,  to  receive  his  diredions  abo«t  fupper,  and  the 
butler  at  the  fame  time  with  a  lift  of  wines  and  other 
frqijors.  **  And  i«  all  this  really  fo,"  faid  Swift,  "  and 
may  I  command  here  as  in  my  own  hou^e  ?**  The  Gentle- 
man before  mentioned  aflured  him  he  might,  and  that 
nothing:  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  owner  of  that 
man'fion,^han  that  all  under  his  roof  ftiould  live  con- 
formably  to  their  own  inclinations,  without  the  leaft  re- 
•ftraint.  '*  Well,  then,"  faid  Swtfr,  «  I  invite  you  and 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  be  my  guefcs  while  I  ftay,  for  I  think 
1  Aall  hardly  be  tempted  to  mix  with  the  nfK>b  below." 
Three  days  were  paflcd  in  riding  over  the  demcfne,  and 
'  viewing  the  levcral  improvements,  without  ever  feeing 
Mr.  Mathew,  or  any  of  the  guefts;  nor  were  the  com- 
pany below  much  concerned  at  his  abfcnce,  as  his  very 
n^nne  ufually  inlpired  thofe  who  did  not  know  him  with  . 
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awe,  and  they  were  afraid  his  prcfcncc  would  put  an 
end  to  that  eafc  and  chccrfulncfs  which  reigned  among 
them*.    On  the  fourth  day.   Swift  entered  the  room 
where  the  company  were  affembled  before  dinner,  and 
addreffed  Mr.  Mathew  in  one  of  the  fined  compli- 
mental  fpeeches  that  ever  was  made ;  in  which  he  ex- 
patiated on  all  the  beauties  of  his  improvementSj  with 
the  Ikill  of  an  artift,  and  tafte  of  a  connoiOcur.     He 
ijicwcd  that  he  had  a  full  comprehenfion  of  the  whole 
of  the  plan,    and  of  the  judicious  adaption  •f  the 
parts  to  the  whole,    and  pointed   out  fcveral  articles 
which  had  cfcaped  general  obfcrvation.     Such  an  ad- 
drcfs,  from  a  man  of  Swift's  charaftcr,  could  not  fail 
of  being  pleafing  to  the  owner,  who  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  planner  of  thcfe  improvements;  and  fo  fine  aa 
eulogium  from  one  who  was  fuppofcd  to  deal  more  in 
fatyr  than  panegyric,  was  likely  to  remove  the  prejudice 
entertained  againft  his  charadlcr,  and  prepoffefs  the  reft 
of  the   company  in   his  favour.     He  concluded  hia 
fpeech,  by  faying,  "  And  now.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
I  am  come  to  live  among  you,  and  it  Ihall  be  no  fault 
of  mine  if  we  do  not  pafs  our  time  agreeably."     After 
dinner,  being  in  high  fpirits^  he  entertained  the  com- 
pany with  various  plcafantries :    Dodbor  Sheridan  and 
he  played  into  one  another's  hands  5  they  joked^  they 
punned,  they  laughed,  and  a  general  gaiety  was  difFu- 
fed  through  the  whole  company.  .  In  a  fhort  time  all 
conftraint  on  his  account   difappeared.     He  entered 
readily  into  all  their  little  fchemes  of  promoting  mirth, 
and  every  day,  with  the  afliftance  of   his  Coadjutor, 
produced  fome  new  one,  which   afforded  a  good  deal 
of   fport  and  merriment.     Never  were   fuch  joyous 
fccnes  known  there  before  i  for,  when  to  eafe  and  cheer- 
fulnefs,  there  is  fuperadded,  at  times,  the.  higher  zeft 
of  gay  wit^  lively  fancy^  ai^4  droll  hymour^    nothing 
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can Ijc  wanting  to  the  pcrfeftion  of  the  focial  pleafurcs 
of  life.     When  the  time  came  which  obliged  Dr.  She- 
ridan to  return  to  his  fchool,  the  company  were  fo  de- 
lighted with  the  Dean,  that  ihey  earneftly  intrcatcd  him 
to  remain  there  fome  time  longer  5  and  Mr.  Machew 
himfelf  for  once  broke  through  his  rule  of  never  folicit- 
ing  the  ftay  of  any  gueft,  (it  being  the  eftahliftcd  cujt 
torn  of  the  houfe  that  all  might  depart  whenever  they 
thought  proper,  without  any  ceremony  of  leave-taking) 
by  joining   in  the   requeft.     Swifc  found  himfelf  la 
happy  in  his  fituacion   there,  that  he  readily  yielded  tb 
their  foiiciutions,  and  inftead  of  ihe  fortnight  which  he 
had  originally  intended,  pafled  four  months  there  much 
to  his  own  fatisfaftion,  and  that  of  all  thofe  who  vifited 
the  place  during  that  time.     Having  gone  fomewhat 
out  of  my  way  to  give  an  account  of  the  owner  of  this 
happy  manHon,  I  am  tempted  to  digrefs  a  little  farther 
by  relating  an  adventure  he  was  engaged  in,  of  fo  fin- 
gular  a  kind,  as  deferves  well  to  be  recorded.     It  was 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  whea 
Mr:  Mathcw  returned  to  Dublin,  after  his  long  rcfi- 
dence  abroad.     At  that  time  party  ran  very  high,  but 
raged  no  where  with  fuch  violence  as  in  that  City,  in- 
fomuch,  that  duels  were  every  day  fought  there  on  that 
'  fcore.     There   happened   to   be,    at   that   time,    two 
Gentlemen  in  London  who  valued  thcmfelves  highly 
on  their  (kill  in  fencing;  the  name  of  one  of  them  was 
Pack,  the  other  Creed ;  the  former  a  Major,  the  latter 
a  Captain  in  the  army.     Hearing  of  thefe  daily  exploits 
in  Dublin,  they  refolvcd,  like  two  Knight-errants,  to 
go  over  in  queft  of  adventures.     Upon  enquiry,  ihcy 
learned  that  Mr.  Mathcw,  lately  arrived  from  France, 
had  the  charafter  of  being  one  of  the  firft  fwordfmen 
jn  Europe,     Pack,  rejoiced  to  find  an  antagonift  wor- 
thy of  hiiP;  refolvcd  the  firft  opportunity  to  pick  a 

quarrd 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


36t  THE    LIFE    Olt 

^luarrel  with  him;  and  mcctmg  him  e  lie  wis  carried 
Along  the  ftreet  io  his  chair^  joiUed  tbc  ibre-chairman. 
Of  cilia  Mathcw  took  no  notice^  as  fuppofing  ic  co  be 
4UxidentaU     But  Pack  afterwards  boaftcd  of  it  in  the 
{Hiblic  CoflTce-houfcy  faying,  that  he  had  purpofiely  of«- 
iered  this  infult  to  that  Gentleman^  wiio  had  not  the 
^if  it  to  rcfcnt  it.     There  happened  to  be  ppcfcivt  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  Mr.  Mathew'^  of  che  laame  of  Mao 
nanaara^  a  man  of  tried  courage,  and  reputed  the  beft 
/enctr  in  Ireland.     H«  immediately  took  up  the  i{uay- 
tel,  and  faid^  he  was  fure  Mr.  Mathew  did  not  fuppofe 
che  affront  intended,  otherwife  he  would  have  cha^iicd 
him  on  the  fpot ;  but  if  the  Major,  would  let  him  know 
where  he  was  to  be  found,  he  (hogld  be  waited  on  im- 
mediately on  his  friend's  return^  whb  was  to  dine  chat 
day  a  litrie  way  out  of  town.     The  Major  faid  that  be 
ibould  be  at  the  ta^rn  over  the  way,  where  he  and  his 
companions  vould  watt  their  commands.    Immediately 
on  his  arrival,  Machew  iDeing  made  acquainted  wifih 
what  had  pafied,  went  from  the  cofifec-houfe  to  the  ta- 
vern, accompanied  by  Macnamara.     Being  Ihewn  into 
the  room  where  the  two  Gentlemen  w,ere»  af^r  haying 
fccured  the  door,  wkhout  any  expoftulation,  M^hew 
and  Park  drew  their  fwords;  but  Macnamara  ilopped 
them,  faying,  he  had  femething  to  propofe  before  they 
proceeded  to  adtion.     He  faid,  in  cafes  of  this  natuirj, 
he  never  could  bear  to  be  a  cool  fpedbtor,.  fo^  Sir,  (ad- 
dreffing  himfclf  to  Creed)  if  you  pleafe,  I  IbaU  have 
%he  honour  of  entertaining  you  in  the  fame  manner. 
Creed,  who  defired  no  better  fport,  made  no  other  tc^ 
ply  than  that  of  inftantly  <irawing  his  fword  i  and  to 
work  the  four  chanf^pions  fell,  with  the  fame  oompofure 
as  if  it  were  only  a  fencing  match  with  foils.     The 
ConSift  was  of  fome  duration,  and  maintained  with 
great  obftinacj  by  the  tWQ  officers^   uotwithfianding 
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dve  great  ^ffWfion  of  blood  from  tte  many  wounds 
which  they  h^  received.  Al;  Iciigth,  4j«aite«]iwaed^ 
they  both  fcU,  and  yielded  the  viSory  to  the  iupciior 
(kill  of  their  ant^gopiAs.  'Upon  this  .occafion^  Ma* 
thew  gave  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  perfect  conoipofiure 
of  his  mind  durii^g  the  adion.  Creed  had  falk^  the 
firft;  upon  which  Pack  exclaimed,  ^^  Ah,  poor  Creed^ 
are  you  gone?"  *'Yc6,"  faid  Mathew,  very  conapo* 
iedly,  *^  And  yi>u  fhaU  itA^ady  JPa(^k  «&cr  himi"  ac 
the  £ame  tiiive  making  a  home  thruft  quite  through  ii% 
body,  which  threw  him  €o  the  ground.  This  was  die 
more  remarkablct  as  'be  was  never  in  bis  life,  eftho: 
before  or  after,  known  to  have  aimed  at  a  pun.  The 
nun^ber  of  wounds  received  by  the  yanqui&ed  par^iet 
was  very  great ;  and  what  feems  almoft  miraculous, 
their  opponents  were  untouched.  The  furgeons,  fcxr 
ing  cbe  defperate  itate  of  their  patients,  would  not  .fuf^t 
fer  them  to  be  removed  out  of  the  room  where  they 
fought,  but  bad  beds  immediately  conveyed  ituo  it,  oa 
which  they  lay  i^iany  hours  in  a  ftate  of  infenlibility. 
When  they  came  to  themfelvcs,  and  faw  where  they 
were,  Pack,  in  a  feeble  voice,  faid  to  his  companion^ 
*'  Creed,  I  think  we  are  the  conquerors,  for  we  have 
kept  the  field  of  battle.***  For  a  long  time  their  lives 
were  dcfpaired  of,  but  to  the  aftonifhment  of  every 
one,  they  both  recovered.  When  they  were  able  ta 
fee  company,  Mathew  and  his  friend  attended  then) 
daily,  and  a  clofe  intimacy  afterwards  enfued,  as  they 
found  them  men  ^f  probity,  and  of  the  beft  difpofi- 
tions,  except  in  this  Quixotilh  idea  of  duelling,  where- 
pf  they  were  now  perfcdly  cured. 

The  Dean  was  often  applied  to,   to  redrefs  private 

grievances,  by  peribns  of  whom  he  had  no  knowltrdge  ^ 

^nd  never  failed  to  interpofe  hi$  good  offices,  when  the 

f  afc  was  fuch  as  merited  bU  attention,    Among  thcfc 
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he  was  particularly  ftruck  with  that  of  a  yoimg  Gentle-' 
man  in  the  College  of  the  name  of  Fitzherbert  -,  whofc 
father,  though  a  man  of  confidcrablc  eflrate,  had  treat- 
ed him  with  great  inhumanity,  banilhing  him  his  houfc, 
auxi  not  affording  him  the  common  neceflaries  of  life. 
The  young  man,  drircn  almoft  to  defperation,  though 
lie  had  no  other  acquaintance  with  Swift  than  that  of 
feeing  him  fometimes  at  Dr.  Sheridan's  fchool,  where 
he  was  bred,  drew  up  fo  afFeding  a  narrative  of  his 
tfafe^  and  in  fuch  a  mafterly  ftyle,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Dean,  as  gave  him  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and 
genius,  and  rendered  h>m  an  objeA  well  worthy  of  hii 
protfAion*  Accordingly  he  wrote  to  the  father,  who 
was  a  ftranger  to  him,  in  very  ftrong  terms  i  highly  ex- 
tolling his  fon's  abilities,  and  recommending  him  to 
his  favour  ♦.  He  waited  for  an  anfwer  to  this  letter 
from  the  father,  before  he  could  make  a  facisfadory  re- 
ply to  that  of  the  fon  j  but  after  fome  days  had  elapfedi 
the  young  man  growing  impatient  of  the  Dean's  filencc, 
refolved  to  fecond  his  firft  addrefs  in  profc,  by  another  16 
poetry,  and  fcnt  him  the  following  copy  of  verfes. 

To  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick.*s. 

Obfcure  in  garret  vile  I  lay. 

And  flumber'd  out  the  tedious  day  5 

Or  par'd  my  nails,  or  watch'd  the  cries 

Of  favoury  faufages  or  pies  i 

Or  ftrove,  with  dexterous  art,  to  hide 

Chinks  in  my  (lockings  gaping  widej 

Or  read  old  Authors  o'er  and  o*er. 

In  number  hardly  half  a  fcore  ; 

Thofe,  dufty,  tatter'd,  full  of  holes; 

The  reft  were  gone  to  purchafe  coals. 


*  This  le(ter  is  to  be  found  in  the  printed  CollefUon, 
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*  In  profc  I  told  how^  Epictetu«, 
Upon  a  pinch,  the  beft  of  meat  is  ^ 
On  which  I  was  compelled  to  dine. 
While  gay  Pbtronius  paid  for  wine. 
How  Horace  cater'd,  Plutarch,  pot- 
Companion  boon,  difcharg'd  my  (hot. 
How  TuLLY  too  the  kennel  thumps. 
Converted  to  a  pair  of  pumps. 
I  told  how  Gulliver,  with  fenfe 
Enriched  me  firft,  and  then  with  pence. 
And  ah  1  I  m^ht  with  tears  relate 
POdr  metamorphos'd  Virgil*s  fate; 
Who,  having  erft  adornM  my  leg, 
Now  hangs  and  rots  upon  a  peg. 
Unable  to  difmifs  a  croud 
Of  Duns  importunate  and  loud : 
Tho'  pinch'd  with  hunger,  thirft,  and  cold, 
I  yet  difdain'd  to  have  it  told. 
Too  proud  for  pity,  I  fupprcfs'd 
The  fighs  that  ftruggrd  in  my  breaft ; 
And  while  a  vulture  gnaw'd  my  heart. 
Smiles  in  my  face,  conceard  the  fmarr. 

Ye  younger  brothers,  ^ho  inherit. 
In  lieu  of  fortune,  the  ionfpint ; 
For  which,  unlcfs  your  father's  bail. 
You  mull  for  ever  rot  in  jail ; 
Ye  gameftcrs,  who  have  loft  Codill, 
Unpaid  as  yet  your  taylor's  bill  •, 
Ye  thieves,  detcfted  on  the  top 
Of  houfes,  or  within  a  ilhop ; 
Ye  tender  damfels,  whobeftow 
Your  virgin  treafures  on  a  beau, 
Forfaken  of  your  fop,  the  fcorn 
Of  bitter  prudes,  and  quite  forlorn ; 

•  Alluding  to  his  former  profcJctter  to  the  Dean^ 

Say, 
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Say,  did  ye  oftncr  wifli  to  £% 
Or  feel  finccrer  grief  than  I  ? 

Now  ripe  with  ir^uries  and  age^ 
My  fpirits  kindle  into  rage ; 
Now  vifionary  projefts  n)ll> 
And  croud  tumultuous  on  my  foul* 
So  fire  cdnccal'd  from  human  eyes^ 
In  Mount  Vefuve  or  -ffitna  lies. 
Till  burft  at  laft,  and  finding  vent. 
Is  to  the  clouds  with  fury  fenr. 

My  ftory  to  the  Dean  I  wrote 
With  great  expcnce  of  oil  and  thought  ^ 
Did  he  receive  it  with  a  nod, 
Profcfs  it  was  extremely  odd  ? 
Did  he  his  flioulders  (hrug,  or  think 
My  caufe  unworthy  of  his  ink  ? 
Did  he  a  ragged  youth  defpife  ? 
Ah  I  no,  the  Dean  is  juft  and  wife  ; 
And  truth  an  cafy  paflage  finds. 
Like  a  full  tide,  to  generous  minds. 

Hail  Bard  and  Patriot !  could  I  hope 
The  Mufes  would  from  thee  elope. 
To  make  me,  by  their  mighty  powV, 
A  Poet  only  for.  an  hour  ; 
Thy  matchlefs  virtues  (hould  be  known 
In  verfe  as  lading  as  your  own. 
But  I  ne'er  tafted  of  the  fpring 
Which  taught  immortal  Swift  to  fing; 
Nor  e*er  invoked  the  tuneful  nine 
To  help  me  with  a  fingle  line  ^ 
Then  let  your  own  Apollo  praifc 
Your  virtue,  humour,  wit,,  and  eafe. 

Swift  on  receipt  of  this,  returned  a  ftiort  anfwcr,  and 
inclofcd  a  bill  for  twenty  pounds,  telling  him  he  (hould 
foon  hear  from  him  again.  He  then  went  to  his  father, 
T"  and 
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dnd  having  rated  him  fuffidendy  for  want  of  maniiers  in 
not  aofweiiftg  his  letter^  pocccded  to  the  affair  of  his 
fon.  The  gentleman,  who  had  nothing  to  offer  in  his  ejc* 
cufr,  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  refentment  fliewn  by 
Swifc  for  his  negled,  to  make  amends  for  this,  iilimrdi- 
ately  acqutefced  in  any  meafares  thatr  Swift  ttiight  pro- 
poie,  with  regard  lo  the  objed  of  his  viGt ;  and  it  was 
agreed  upon  the  %oc»  that  the  young  geatkmaa  (houU 
be  fent  tmmedtatcly  to  Leyden  to  fiudy  phyfic,  with  a 
Citable  allowance  for  his  fupport* 

In  one  of  his  rambles  through  the  country  of  Ireland, 
he  happened  to  ffop  at  a  Imali  village  in  ibme  part  of  the 
Bog  of  Ailen^  The  hndiord  of  the  houfe  to  which  fae 
was  dire&ed  for  eiteertatament,  was  quite  unfurnilfaed  of 
every  kind  of  provifion  that  might  refnelh  either  him&tf 
or  his  hor(es«  The  Dean  feeing  a  Church  not  far  off^  en- 
quired  who  was  the  parfon,  and  where  he  lived;  being 
informed  in  thefe  points,  he  defired  the  landlord  to  go  in 
iiis  name,  and  beg  a  littte  bay  and  oa;s  for  his  bodes  *, 
who  brought  htm'  back  for  anfwer^  that  the  Vicar,  Mr. 
Hervey,  would  iend  him  none ;  but  if  the  Dean  woukl 
do  him  the  honour  to  take  (hare  of  his  dinner,  which  was 
*near  ready,  he  fliould  have  as  much  as  he  pleafcrd.  The 
Dean  readily  accepted  the  invitadon ;  and  going  imme- 
diately to  Mr,  Hcrvcy's,  aflced  what  he  had  for  dinner  ? 
A  Iboulder  of  lamb  and  fallad.  And  what  have  you  got 
10  drink  ?  Some  pretty  good  ale ;  and  had  I  known  of 
your  coming,  I  would  have  had  a  bottle  of  wine-  Wine? 
fitid  the  Dean,  what  is  your  vk:arage  worth  ?  About  four* 
fcore  pounds  a  year.  And  dares  fuch  a  little  felk>w  as 
you  pretend  to  driok  wine  ?  Oi^y  on  extraordinary  occa^ 
fions.  The  Dean  was  much  pleafed  with  his  hoft  and  his 
cnteruinment ;  and  when  be  was  going  away,  he  called 
to  his  fervant  to  cake  good  notice  of  that  Clergyman^ 
^  And  be  fure  remember^  if  ever  be  ihould  come  to  en* 

quire 
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quire  for  mc  at  the  Deanery,  to  fay  I  am  not  at  home.** 
Mt.  Hervey  underftood  his  meaning  well  $  and  on  his 
next  viQc  to  Dublin,  did  not  fail  to  pay  his  re(peds  to  the 
Dean;  who  received  him  very  cordially,  and  entertained 
him  with  great  kindncfs. 

Once  ftopp'^ng  at  an  inn  at  Dundalk,  he  fent  for  a  bar* 
bcr  to  (have  him ;  who  performed  his  oflke  very  dextcr- 
©yfly,  and  being  a  prating  fellow,  amufed  die  Dean  du- 
ring  the  operation,  with  a  variety  of  chat.    The  Dean 
enquired  of  him  who  was  the  minifter  of  his  parifh,  gnd 
whether  he  had  one  farthing  to  rub  upon  another  ?    The 
barber  anfwered,  that  though  the  benefice  was  but  fmall, 
the  incumbent  was  very   rich.     "  How  the  plague  cait 
that  be?'*    Why,   pleafc  your  Reverence,  he  buys  up 
frizes,  flannels,    ftockings,  (hoes,    brogues,    and  other 
things  when  cheap,  and  fells  them  at  an  advanced  price 
to  the  parifliioners,  and  fo  picks  up  a  penny.     The  Dean 
was.curious  to  fee  this  Vicar,  and  difmilfing  the  barber 
with  a  ftiilling^  defired  the  landlord  to  go  in  his  namc» 
and  a(k  that  gentleman  to  eat  a  mutton  chop  with  him, 
for  he  had  befpoke  a  yard  of  mutton  (the  name  he  ufu- 
ally  gave  to  the  neck)  for  dinner.     Word  was  brought 
hack  that  he  had  rid  abroad  to  vifit  feme  fick  parifhio-* 
ners.     Why  then,  faid  the  Dean,  invite  that  pratii^  bar- 
bcr»  that  I  may  not  dine  alone.    The  barber  was  rejoiced 
at  this  unexpcdted  honour,  and  being  drefled  put  in  hi% 
bcft  apparel,  came  to  the  inn,  firft  enquiring  of  the  grooca 
what  the  Clergyman's  name  was>  who  had  fo  kindly  in- 
vited him  V  what  the  vengeance,  fakl  the  fcrvant^  don't 
you  know  Dean  Swift  ?  At  which  the  barber  turned  pale^ 
faid  his  babling  tongue  had  ruined  him  ;  then  ran  into  the 
houfc,  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  intreated  the  Dean  not  to 
put  him  into  print ;  for  that  he  was  a  poor  barber,  had  a 
large  family  to  maintain,  and  if  hi$  Reverence  put  him 
into  black  and  white,   he .  fliould  lofc  all  his  cuftomers* 

Swift 
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Swift  laughed  heartily  at  the  poor  fellow's  fimplirity  j  bade 
him  fit  down  and  eac  his  dinner  in  peace^  for  he  aflured 
him  he  would  neither  put  him,  or  his  wife»  or  the  Vicar 
in  print.  After  dinner,  having  got  out  of  him  the  hlftorjr 
€lf  the  whole  parilh,  hediftnifled  him  with  hal£a  crown# 
highly  dtiighted  with  the  adventures  of  the  day. 

One  day  Swift  obferved  a  great  rabble  affembled  in  a 
large  fpacf  before  the  Deanery-door  in  Kevin  ftreet^  aad 
Dpon  enqubiog  the  caufe  of  this,  was  told  it  was  tt>  fee 
thcccKpfe*'  He  imrtlediately  fern  for- the  beadk^  and 
gave  him  bis  leflbn  what  he  fhould  do.  Away  ran  Davy 
for  his  bell,*  and  after  ringing  it  fomc  time.artiong  the 
croud,  bawled  out,  O  yes,  O  yes>  all  manner  of  perfons 
concerned,  are  defired  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  the  D^an 
of  St.  Patrick's  will  and  pleafure,  that  the  eclipfe  be  put 
off  till  this  hour  to-morrow.  So  Godfave  the  King,  and 
his  Reverence  the  Dean.  .The  mob  upon  this  notice  im- 
mediately difperfed  j  only  fome,  more  cunning  than  the 
reft,  fwore  they  would  not  lofe  another  afterftoon^  for  that 
the  Dean,  who  was  a  very  comical  man,  might  take  it  in* 
to  his  head  to  put  off  the  eclipfe  again,  and  fo  make  fools 
of  them  a  fecond  time.  : 

Swift,  once  in  a  private  conference  between  fome  of  the 
Miniftry  and  Monfieur  Menage,  afted  as  interpreter* 
Obfcrrifig  both  parties  oOng  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
deceive  each  other,  and  that  the  whole  time  was  fpent  in 
difgpifing  their  true  defigns,  apd  finding  artful  r vafions^ 
his  impatience  arofe  to  that  height^  that  forgetting  his  &* 
tuation  as  interpreter,  he  took  upon  him  to  offer  his  34^ 
vice  to  the  Minifters  on  both  fides ;  which  was,  in  fliorr, 
to  fpeak  plain  truth  and  nothing  elfe )  adding,  tjiat  if 
ihey  foltowed  that  method,  they  would  do  as  much  buG- 
nefs  in  an  hour,  as  they  then  did  in  a  week. 

In  one  of  his  jaunts  to  Windfor  with  Lord  Oxford, 
being  employed  full  as  idly  as  Horace  fays  he  was  when 

B  b  taking 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


I 


370  .   tHE    LIFE    Ot 

taking  the  air  with  Maecenas,  cbcy  were  playing  a  Tort  (^ 
gatne  called  Cocks  and  Hens  -,  which  confiftcd  iit  each  of 
them  counting  the  poultry  on  his  fide  of  the  road,  and 
which-eVicr  reckoned  thirty- one  firft,  or  faw  a  cat,  or  am 
old  woman  in  a  certain  pofture,  won  the  ganne.  It  hap* 
pened  whiJe  they  were  thus  engaged.  Lord  BoUngbroke's 
coach  overtook  them,  who  got  into  that  of  Lord  Oxford^ 
ftnd  immediately  entered  upoir  ibme  polkical  bi^fiAefs^ 
He  had  not  talked  lor^  before  Lord  Oxford  cried  our, 
♦'Swift,  1  am  up,  there  is  a  ott.*^  Lord  BolfngbrokCy 
much  oflended  at  this,  catled  to  the  coachman  tqy  ftop^r 
got  out  of  the  carriage,  faying^  ♦*  when  his  Lordftip  was 
difpofed  to  be  ferious,  he  would  taUc  to  him  abedt  bufi^ 
ncfs."  This  fecms  to  have  happened  wht » things  were 
tending  towards  that  breach  between  theno,  which  all  the 
t)ean's  addrefs  and  influence  were  not  able  to  clcle. 

Swift,  like  many  who  jeft  freely  on  others,  could  not 
bear  1  retort.  Dining  one  day  aft  a  public  dinner  of  the 
Mayor  and  Gxporation  at  Corke,  he  obferved  that  Alder- 
man Browrr,  father  to  the  Bifliop  of  that  diocefe,.  fed  very 
lieartily  without  peaking  a  word,  and  was  fo  intent  upotf 
f  hat  bufmefs,  as  to  become  a  proper  objed  of  ridicule. 
Accordingly  he  threw  out  many  fuecelsful  jefts  uf^ion  the 
Alderman,  who  fed  on  wich  the  (ilence  of  the  ftill  fowy 
neither  feemiivg  to  regard  what  the  Deair  faidy  nor  at  att 
fnoved  by  the  repeated  burfts  of  laughter  at  his  expence. 
Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  meaK  Swift  happened  to  be 
helped  to  ibme  roafted  ducky  and  de(ired  to  have  fome 
apple  fauce  on  the  fame  place  ^  upon  which  the  Alderman 
bawled  out,  **  Mr.  Dean,,  you  eat  your  duck  like  a  goofc/*' 
This  uiiexpefted  Tally  threw  the  company  into  a  long  cotK 
tinued  fit  of  la^ghter^  and  Swift  Was  fileiit  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

One  time  going  out  of  town,  he  faid  ta  Mr.  Cope^ 

tc  ^>|]i  you  write  to  me  ?"    Andwicbotsc  waiting  for  atv 

^  3*  auCwcr^ 
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liftlw^h  tontinued,  *•  Ndj  I  forgbr,  you  dtt  Jlft  Idtc  martj 
ttnd  will  ncvef  ftbd  rirmr."  He  fprtit  a  gocid  deal  oF  time 
in  the  nofth  at  Mr.  Robert  Cope's,  and  ^as  itiember  of  a 
ciub  dohGftttlg  of  the  rteiglibowrs  who  met  periodically  j 
x>nc  of  the  tnecnbcrft  was  an  old  man  renoarkably  ftifTand 
furly  (  whd  Valued  himfelf  much  upon  gi^caC  plantations 
A>f  fir-trees  which  he  had  raHed  about  his  houfe.  Swift 
defired  to  Iddk  at  ihetft  \  and  having  pm  a  Yukr  in  his 
Jxicket  f6Y  the  purpofe^  faid  fte  would  try  whether  the»y 
wete  planted  at  exaft  diftartcdsj  atid  laying  dowfi  his  rtJ^ 
ler,  wcrtt  dbliqoely  on  purpofe  from  tree  td  trce%  faying* 
he  that'  plartted  them  knew  rtbthing  of  the  matter^  The 
Old  gettckmaii  fnatched  Wp  the  rule  irt  a  great  paffl<Ml, 
Twearing  he  never  faw  fuch  a  fool  of  a  meafuner  in  all  his 
life. 

Thefe  wAs  A  trap  laid  for  the  iimc  old  gehtlertiart  by 
tJhc  of  the  merry  members  of  the  club.  Dr.  Tifdal, 
.^ho  riding  irt  company  with  Dr.  Swift  airtd  others,  near 
his  hoiJfe,  bid  a  wager  that  he  would  make  old  Work- 
inari  call  hinlfelf  BriHrt  the  Bear.  He  had  before-hand 
icnowrt  that  It  wis  his  day  for  brewingi  They  all  rkl  op 
to  the  door,  when  Tifdal  accofted  the  old  gentleman  with^ 
^'  Pray^  Mr.  Workmani  are  not  you  brewing  to-day?^* 
Yes.  "  Arc  yoii  brewing  the  barfcy^  or  brewing  the 
beer?"  "Brewing  the  barley,"  faid  Workthab^  to  Tif- 
tlal*s  great  dlftptwintrhent  i  who,  befide  lofing  hh  wager, 
liad  the  laugh  of  the  company  againft  him« 

A  young  gentleriian,  much  addidted  tb  laUghbg,  bapN 
J)eiied  to  get  into  S*rift*s  company;  and  having  heard 
tnuch  of  the  Dekn*s  pleafantries,  was  upon  the  titter  at 
fevcry  thing  he  faid.  ^  Whete  Is  the  jeft?"  faid  fome 
one.  "  There/*  laid  Swift,  pointing  at  the  laughing 
young  gendemauk 

One  day  travelfitig  tn  England;  he  aflced  a  farmer 
which  was  the  road  co  fuch  a  place  \  the  faraner  iaid  it  lay 

fi  b  2  firait 
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ftrait  before  him,  he  could  not  mtfs  it.  Swift  riding  si 
Itttle  way,  obferved  ft  by-road  to  the  left,  and  turned  intcy 
it.  The  farmer  called  out  to  hmi  that  he  was  going 
wrong.  "  Why,"^  fard  Swift,  •*  did  not  you  tell  me  1 
could  not  mifs  it  i*^  "  No  more  you  could/*  faid  the  fiir- 
mcr,  "  if  you  had  not  been  a  fool." 

Another  rime  feeing  a  man  fall  from  hfs  horie  in  s 
fioughy  he  rode  up  to  bim^  enquiring  whether  he  wa» 
hurt  ?  **  No,"  replied  the  farmer,  "  but  I  am  woundiljf 
bemired.'^  "  You  make  good  the  old  proverb/'  faid 
Swifts  "The  more  dirty  the  Jefs hurt.^  The  nf>ai> fcenri- 
ed  much  comforted  with  the  old  faying,  but  (aid  he  had 
.n<rrcr  heard  of  that  proverb  before;  and  no  wonder,  for 
,  Swift  had  made  it  on  the  occafion.  He  ufcd  often  to  coift 
proverbs  of  that  fort,  and  pafs  them  for  old. 

One  day  walking  in  the  garden  of  a  ftingy  oW  gentle- 
man, with  many  others  in  company,  he  iaw  a  quantity  of^ 
fine  fruit,  of  which  the  owner  ntvcr  ofered  them  a  tafte^ 
Swift  ftopt  at  a  peach-tree  loaded  with  tempting  fruity 
and  addreffed  the  company  with — "  It  was  an  oM  faying 
of  my  grandmothcr*s>  always  pull  a  peachy  when  it  li» 
in  your  reach :''  be  accordir^Iy  plucked  one ;  and  his  ex* 
ample  ^las  immediately  foUowed  by  aU  the  reft>  under  the 
ianftion  oC  that  good  old  iaying. 

He  had  many  ufeful  rules  which  he  threw  inta  rhin>e 
for  the  more  eafy  recoUedlwn  of  them.  One  of  them  I 
remember  was  a  diredlton  to  thofe  who  ride  together 
through  the  vater, 

Wlien  thro*  the  water  you  do  ride. 
Keep  very  clofe,  or  very  wide. 

.    Another  related  to  the  decanting  of  wine.^ 

Firfl  rack  flow,  and  therl  radc  quick. 
Then  rack  flow»  till  you  come.to.the  tbiclu 
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In  a  convcrfation  with  Dr.  EUwood,  the  DoAor  hap- 
pened to  fpeak  of  Ibme  one,  as  a  fine  old  gentleman ; 
what,  faid  Swift,  have  you  kept  company  with  me  thcfc 
twenty  years,  and  have  not  the  common  fenfe  to  know 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fine  old  gentleman  •,  be- 
caufe,  if  the  perfons  tx>  whdm  that  titk  is  given,  had  been 
poflefled  either  of  a  mind  or  body  worth  a  farthing,  they 
would  have  worn  them  out  before  they  arrived  at  that 
age- 
Dining  one  day  at  Mr.  B his  fon,  the  prcfent  Nfr» 

B^— •  then  very  young,  was  fent  into  the  parlour  after 
dinner  to  pay  his  compliments  to  the  Dean.     His  mother. 

Lady  B ,  had  always  kept  him  dreft  in  the  niceft 

manner.  After  drinking  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  ftaying  a 
little  while  with  the  company,  he  returned  to  his  father, 
who  was  confined  to  his  chantber  with  the  gout.  "  Well, 
Will,  what  did  the  Dean  fay  to  you?"  I  heard  him  fay, 
as  I  was  leaving  the  room,  **  Enfant  gate.^*  His  father 
laughed,  and  told  it  Lady  Betty.  This  came  round  to 
the  Dean  before  he  left  the  houfe;  who  faid  upon  it— 
•*  What  a  confounded  blockhead  was  I,  to  think  there 
.  could  be  fuch  a  thing  as  a  Ipoiled  child  who  had  not  learned 
French.*' 

In  the  purfuit  of  the  Bagatelle^  he  often  dcfcended  to 
puerilities.  Faffing  fome  time  in  the  country,  where  Dan 
Jackfon  was  one  of  the  company  .  (he  whofe  long  nofc 
furnilhed  a  fubjed  for  feveral  humourous  copies  of  verfes 
to  be  found  in  the  coUedlion)  Swift  ufcd  to  try  many  prac- 
tical jokes  on  him.  One  day  he  pretended  to  lay  hold  of 
a  creeper  on  Dan's  neck,  and  put  himfelf  in  the  pofturc 
of  cracking  it  on  the  table  with  his  thumb  nail,  at  the 
fame  time  making  a  noife  fimilar  to  it  with  the  joint  of  his 
finger;  a  common  fchool-boy*s  trick.  He  had  ferved 
him  in  this  manner  more  than  once,  when  Dan  r^folved 
tp  be  prepared  for  'him  if  he  ever  attempted  it  again, 
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With  this  view  hf  procured  a  loufc  of  the  largcft  fite  (lO 
/Could  get,  and  (topping  ic  up  in  a  quilli  kept  it  in  hi$ 
pocket,  Ic  was  not  long  before  Swift  repeated  the  trick  i 
when  Dan  Jackfon  took  an  opportvinity,  while  the  Dean 
was  looking  another  way,  of  unftopping  ihe  quill,  and 
dropping  the  loufe  jail  before  him,  calling  out  Mr.  Pean— 
Mr.  Dean— you  have  miflcd  Killing  it  this  time,  there  it 
is  crawling  juft  before  you.  This  turned  the  laugl\  againft 
Swift,  and  put  an  end  to  that  and  fonrie  other  of  his 
pranks,  as  he  found  Dan  w^s  not  fo  patient  a  butt  as  ho 
bad  taken  him  for,  and  knew  how  to  rets^liate  with  adt 
vantage. 

.  Among  other  jcu>;  ffejfrit^  he  was  fond  of  punning, 
and  ufed  to  fay  that  none  diiliked  it  but  thofe  who  cou]4 
|iot  make  one.  The  old  Lord  Pembroke  wa$  a  remark-? 
able  punfter,  and  when  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  de^ 
lighted  much  in  Swifr's  company  on  that  account.  Ona 
iay  being  at  the  Caftle  when  a  learned  phyfician  was  rcadr? 
jng  a  lopg  ledturc  to  hjs  Excellency  on  the  nature  and  qua» 
iities  of  bees,  calling  them  on  every  occafion,  a  pation, 
and  a  coqin^onwcalth  ;  '*  Yes,  my  l*ord,  •*  faid  Swifc, 
•*  they  a  very  anpient  nation  \  you  know,  ipy  Lord,  Mo&a 
takes  notjce  of  them  \  he  numbers  the  plivites  among 
thofe  nations  which  Jofhua  was  appointed  to  conquer." 

Lord  Pembroke  had  brought  over  with  him,  as  his  firft 
Chaplain,  one  Dr.  Mills,  a  man  remarkable  for  a  large 
Jloman  nofe,  againft  whom  Swift  had  tajcei)  a  particula? 
^iflike.  After  dining  one  day  with  a  private  party  at  the 
Caftle,  of  which  Mills  was  one,  Swift  began  to  rail  at  th^ 
Lord  Lieutenatits  pf  Ireland  for  bringing  over  fuch  block- 
Jieads  for  Chaplains  as  they  ufually  did.  Lord  P^mbroko 
faid,  tliat  cenfure  cpgld  not  be  applied  to  him,  as  his  firft 
Chaplain  prefent  had  been  a  profeffor  at  Oxford,  and  waa 
accounted  an  excellent  fcholar.  "  He  a  fcholar,"  faicj 
Sjviff !    **  I  dare  fay  he  docs  not  know  fipw  to  conftruc 
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A  fine  of  Virgil/'  Lord  Pembroke,  who  expefted  ibme 
fport  from  this,  took  patrc  with  his  Chaplain,  faying* 
^^  he  was  fure  there  was  no  paflage  in  Virgil  which  he 
ccmld  not  perfeftly  explain/'  ''Let  the  book  hp 
brought/'  faid  Swifc.  Accordingly  a  Virgil  was  fcnc 
for,  and  Swift  opening  the  book^  pitched  upon  the  fol- 
lowing lise^  RomAnos  rirum  Jominos  gentemque  tog(itam^ 
Mills  immediately  tranflated  it  very  properly  in  the 
ufual  way.  ^  Tterc/'  fays  Swifr,  "  I  knew  he  could 
4iot  do  ic^«^he  has  not  conftrued  one  word  of  it  right." 
'*  Why,  pray  how  would  you  conftrue  it  ?"  Thus— jRi- 
manof—yo\x*^t  a  Roman  nofc— r^r«w— youVc  a  rare 
rum — domino^ --Azmti  your  noh—gentemque  togatam, 
and  the  whole  race  of  Chaplains.  Swift  then  took  up 
his  hat  aod  walked  off,  leaving  Lord  Pembroke  and 
che  reft  oF  the  party  laughing  heartily  at  the  droll  fcene 
which  had  juft  paiTed. 

Now  I  am  upon  the  ftibjed  of  his  punning,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning  an  excellent  one  which  he 
made  at  my  father's,  in  a  happy  application  of  one  of 
Virgirs  lines.  It  happened  that  a  Lady  whilking  about 
•Jlier  long  train,  which  was  then  the  falbion,  threw  down 
.and  broke  a  fine  Cremona  fiddle  bebnging  to  himi 
upon  which  Swift  cried  out^- 

Mantua  v^e  mij^  nimium  vicina  Cremonctl 

Once  in  the  country  he  was  making  enquiries  about 
a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  whom  the 
others  did  not  feem  to  aflfociate,  and  a(ked  the  reafon 
of  it.  They  faid  he  was  a  very  ftupid  fellow.  Swift 
fome  time  after,  in  one  of  his  rides,  overtook  him, 
•  and  entered  into  converfation  with  him  by  praifing  his 
.horfe,  faying,  among  other  things^  that  he  carried  a 
very  fine  tail  ^  to  which  the  gentleman  replied,  **  and 
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your*s  carries  the  beft  head  in  Ireland/*  The  Dean,  on 
jiis  return,  related' this  as  a  very  clever  faj^ing,  and 
wondered  how  they  could  account  the  author  of  it  ftu- 
pid.  One  of  the  company,  when  he  next  faw  the 
gentleman,  told  him  how  much  the  Dean  was  pleafed 
with  what  he  had  faid  to  him,  "  Why,  what  was  it,*' 
faid  the  other  ?  "  You  told  him  that  his  horfc  ctrried 
the  heft  head  in  Ireland/*  <^  And  fo  he  does,"  replied 
the  gentleman,  (utterly  unconfcious  of  his  having  faid 
a  good  thing)  **  1  think  I  never  faw  a  horfc  with  a 
finer  forehand-" 

When  George  Faulkner  the  printer  returned  from 
London,  where  he  had  been  foliciting  fubfcriptions  (or 
his  edition  of  the  Dean's  Works,  he  went  to  pay  his 
refpefts  to  him,  drell  in  a  laced  waiftcoat,  a  bag-wig, 
and  other  fopperies.     Swift  received  him  with  all  the 
ceremony  that  he  would  (hew  to  a  perfeft  ftranger. 
'  Pray,  Sir,  what  arc  your  commands  with  me  ?"  "  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  wait  on  you  immediately  on  my 
arrival  from  London/*     '*  Pray>  Sir,  who  arc  you  ?'" 
George  Faulkner  the  printer.     "  You  George  Faulkner 
the  printer!  why,  thou  art  the  moft  impudent  bare-> 
,  faced  impoftor  I  ever  heard  of.     George  Faulkner  is  x 
fober  fedate  citizen,  and  would  never  trick  himfelf  Qut 
in  lace,  and  other  fopperies.     Get  about  your  bufi- 
nefs,  and  thank  your  liars  that  1  do  not  fend  yoq  tQ 
the    Houfe   of   Correftion/'     Poor  George   hobbled 
away  as  faft  as  he  could,  and  having  changed  his  ap<p 
parel,  returned  immediately  to  the  Deanery.    Swift, 
on  feting  him,  went  up  to  him  with  great  cordiality, 
Ihook  him  familiarly  by  the  hand,  faying,  my  good 
friend,  George,  I  am  heartily  glad  to  fee  you  fafc  re- 
wrned.     Here  was  an  impudent  fellow  in  a  lace  waift- 
coat, ^ho  would  feign  have  paflfed  for  you  ^  but  I  fooa 
ic:n  him  packing  ^ijh  ^  ftea  ia  hi?  cv. 
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•  He  could  not  bear  to  have  any  lies  tol  J  him,  which 
be  never  failed  to  deleft;  and  when  the  party  endea- 
voured to  palliate  them,  his  ufual  expreflion  was— • 
<*  Come,  come,  don't  attempt  to  darri  your  cobwebs/* 
It  was  a  faying  of  his,  that  an  excufe  was  worfe  than  a 
lie,  becaufe  an  excufe  was  a  lie  guarded. 

There  was  a  violent  quarrel  between  the  Deari  and 
Seijeant  Bettefworth,  which  for  fomc  time  made  a  great 
noife  in  Dublin,  It  was  occafioncd  by  the  following 
vcrfcs  in  one  of  Swift's  Poems. 

So  at  the  bar  the  booby  Bettefworth, 
Tho'  half  a  crown  outpays  his  fwcats— worth. 
Who  knows  in  law,  nor  text,  nor  margent. 
Calls  Singleton  his  brother  Serjeant. 

The  animofity  of  the  Dean  againft  the  Serjeant,  did 
not  arife  from  any  perfonal  pique,  but  on  account  of 
his  being  an  avowed  enemy  of  the  clergy,  and  taking 
the  lead  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  procuring  one 
of  the  moft  unjuft  and  arbitrary  votes  ever  made  by 
that  body,  by  which  the  clergy  were  deprived  of  a 
confiderable  part  of  their  tythes,  which  they  had  en- 
joyed time  immemorial. 

The  Poem  was  fcnt  to  Bettefworth  when  he  was  in 
company  with  fomc  of  his  friends,  from  one  of  whom 
then  prefent,  I  had  the  following  account.  He  read 
it  aloud  till  he  had  finiflicd  the  lines  relative  to  himfclf. 
He  then  flung  it  down  with  great  violence,  he  trembled 
and  turned  pale;  and  after  fomc  paufc,  his  rage  for  a 
yrhilc  depriving  him  of  utterance,  he  took  out  his  pen- 
knife, and  opening  it,  vehemently  fwore,  with  this  very 
pen-knife,  by  G— -d,  will  I  cut  off  his  ears.  Soon  af- 
ter he  went  to  feck  the  Dean  at  his  houfe,  and  not  find- 
ing him  at  horhCi  followed  him  w  Mr.  Worral's,  where 
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lie  had  an  iatcnriew  with  him,  which  ba«  been  defcribed 
by  Swift  in  a  letter  to  the  Dqke  of  DoHct,  then  Lor4 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Pift  as  there  are  fonac  pafiagj^ 
amitted  in  that  narrative^  which  he  related  to  Dr.  She* 
ftdan»  immediately  after  the  fcene  had  paflfedj  I  ftall 
here  lofert  fuch  part  of  them  a^  I  recoiled.  Upon 
f  nqutring  for  Swift,  the  Seijeant  was  fhewn  into  the 
street  park>ur>  and  the  Dean  called  out  to  him  from 
%ht  back  room,  where  he  was  fitting  after  dinner  with 
Worral  and  his  wife.  Upon  entering  the  room.  Swift 
defired  to  know  his  commands.  "  Sir,"  fays  he,  "  I 
am  Seijeant  Bet-tef- worth,''  (which  was  always  his  pom- 
pous way  of  pronouncing  his  own  name  in  three  diftindt 
fyliablcs)  "  Of  what  regiment,  pray  ?"  fays  Swift. 
*<  O,  Mr.  Dean  we  know  your  powers  of  raillery ;  you 
know  me  well  enough,  that  I  am  one  of  his  Majefty'a 
Serjeants  at  Law/'  What  then.  Sir  ?  "  Why  then,  Sir^ 
1  am  come  to  demand  of  jrou,  whether  you  are  the  au^ 
thor  of  this  Poem  (producing  it)  and  thefe  villainoqa 
lines  on  me/'  At  the  fame  time  reading  them  aloud 
with  great  vehemence  of  emphafis,  and  much  geftici)^ 
lation.  "  Sir,"  faid  Swift,  "  It  was  a  piece  of  advii;c 
given  me  in  my  early  days  by  Lord  Somers,  never  tp 
own  or  difown  any  writing  bid  to  my  charge ;  becaufc 
if  I  did  this  in  fome  cafes,  whatever  I  did  not  difown 
afterwards,  would  infallibly  be  imputed  to  me  as  minCt 
Now,  Sir,  1  take  this  to  have  been  a  very  wife  mgxira, 
and  as  fuch  have  followed  it  ever  fincci  and  I  believe 
it  will  hardjy  be  in  the  power  of  all  your  rhetoric,  as 
greaf  a  mafter  as  you  are  of  it,  to  make  me  fwerve  from 
that  rule/*  Many  other  things  pafled  as  related  in  the 
^bovc-mcntioncd  letter.  But  when  Bcttcfworth  was 
going  away,  he  faid,  *'  Well,  fince  you  will  give  me  no 
lacisfadion  in  this  affair,  let  me  fell  you,  your  gown  is 
your  prottftion  ^  under  the  faa^lign  of  wbigh,  like  one 
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ef  yopr  own  Ytthoos  who  had  climbed  up  to  the  topi 
of  a  high  tree,  you  fit  fccurc,  and  fquirt  your  filth 
round  on  all  mankind/'  Swifx  had  candour  enough 
not  to  conceal  this  laft  circunollance,  at  the  fame  time 
Aiying,  '*  that  the  fellow  fhcwcd  more  wit  in  this  tfaaa 
lie  thought  him  poffeflcd  of/'  After  this,  as  Betceft 
worth  (bill  continued  to  utter  furious  threats  againft  the 
Dean,  there  was  ai^  aflbciwon  formed  and  figned  by  all 
the  principal  inhabitants  pf  that  quarter,  to  (land  by 
one  another  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  fupport  of 
their  general  benefador,  agaiqft  any  one  who  fhould 
attempt  to  offer  the  icaft  injury  to  his  perfon  or  fortune,* 
Bcfxde  'Which,  the  publick  indignation  was  kindled 
againft  him  for  this  treatment  of  their  great  favourite, 
and  the  rcfentmcnt  of  all  the  wits  was  poured  out  up- 
on him  in  a  vaft  efFufion  of  libels,  pointed  with  ridi^ 
cule,  or  edged  with  fatyr,  which  placed  his  charafter 
in  a  <:ontemptible,  or  an  odious  light  ^  fo  that  the  un-» 
fortunate  Serjeant,  who  had  before  made  a  confiderablc 
figure  at  the  bar,  in  a  fliort  time  loft  his  bufinefs,  and 
was  feldom  employed  in  any  fuit  afterwards  1  fo  dan-? 
gerous  was  it  to  attack  this  idol  of  the  people. 

He  was  always  attended  by  two  fervants  when  he  rode 
Otit,  but  he  walked  through  the  ftreets,  and  did  not 
put  on  his  fpatterdaflies  (which  he  always  wore  inftead 
of  boots)  and  (purs,  till  he  came  to  the  place  of 
jnounting.  One  day,  being  deta'uied  longer  than  ufual, 
and  enquiring  into  the  caufe,  he  found  it  was  owing 
to  a  difpute  between  the  two  fervants,  to  which  of  their 
offices  it  belonged  to  carry  the  fpatterdafhes  and  fpurs. 
Swift  foon  fettled  the  matter,  by  making  each  of  theiQ 
parry  one  of  each,  and  in  that  manner  walk  behind  hitn 
(hrough  the  ftreets.  The  blackguards  of  Dublin,  who 
^re  remarkable  for  low  humour,  foon  fmokcd  the  de- 
(ign^  9|Ki  ridicylcd  the  fcllgws^as  they  paffed  along  in 
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fiich  a  way  as  made  them  quite  aflianncd  of  themfdvw, 
and  willing  to  come  to  a  compromife.  But  Swift,  to 
{>um(h  them,  made  them  continue  their  progrcfs  in  the 
feme  way,  enjoying  the  low  jokes  of  the  mob  as  they 
paflfed;  till  at  their  carncft  entreaty  afterwards  they 
were  allowed  to  take  it  turn  about. 

He  had  often  fome  whimficat  contrivance  to  punilh 
liis  fervants  for  any  negledt  of  his  orders,  fo  as  to  make 
jhcm  more  attentive  for  the  future.  The  hiring  of  the 
maid-fcrvants  he  left  to  his  houfe-keeper  j  and  when 
that  ceremony  was  over,  he  ufed  to  fend  for  tljem, 
faying,  he  had  but  two  commands  to  give  them;  one 
was,  to  fliut  the  door  after  them  whenever  they  came 
into  a  room  $  the  other,  to  (hut  the  door  after  them 
when  they  went  out  of  a  room ;  and  bade  them  be  very 
jpmnftual  in  executing  thefe  orders.  One  of  thefc 
maids  went  to  him  on  a  particular  occa(ion,  to  requeft 
that  Ihe  might  be  allowed  to  go  to  her  fifter^s  wedding, 
which  was  to  be  on  that  day,  at  a  place  diflant  about 
ten  miles  from  Dublin.  Swift  not  only  confehted,  but 
fard  he  would  lend  her  one  of  his  horfes,  with  a  fcrvant 
to  ride  before  her;  and  gave  his  direftions  accordingly. 
The  maid  in  the  midft  of  her  joy  for  this  favour,  for- 
got to  Ihut  the  door  after  her  when  fhe  left  the  room. 
I  ft  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  fhe  was  gone,  the 
Dean  ordered  a  fcrvant  to  faddle  another  horfe,  and 
fnake  what  fpeed  he  could  after  them,  and  wherever  ji4 
overtook  them,  to  oblige  them  to  return  immediately. 
They  had  not  got  much  above  halfway,  when  he  came 
«p  with  them,  and  told  them  it  was  the  Dean's  pofitive 
commands  that  they  (hould  return  inftantly;  with 
which,*  however  reluftantly,  the  poor  girl  was  obliged 
to  comply.  When  (he  came  into  Swift's  prefence^ 
with  a  moft  mortified  countenance,  (he  begged  to  know 
liis  Reverence's  commands^    *^  Nothing,  child,"  faid 
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lie,  **  only  you  forgot  to  (hut  the  door  after  you."  Buc 
not  (o  carry  the  punifhment  too  hr,  he  then  permitted 
her  to  purfue  her  journey. 

There  was  nothing  Swift  difliked  more  than  applic»- 
tions  from  wiclinga  and  poetafters  to  look  over  their 
piecesj  and  he  generally  had  fome  whimGc -.l  contrivance 
to  make  them  repent  of  thisj  which,  being  told,  ihighc 
alio  deter  others  from  the  like.  Among  tbefe,  the^p 
was  a  poor  author  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  wpit*- 
ten  a  very  indifferent  tragedy,  and  got  himfelf  intro-- 
duced  to  Che  Dean,  in  order  to  have  his  opinion  of  ic 
In  about  a  fortnight  after  the  delivery,  ^he  called  at  the 
Deanery  to  know  how  he  approved  of  it.  Swift  return- 
ed the  play  carefully  folded  up^  telling  him  he  bad 
fead  it,  -and  taken  fome  pains  wich  it ; .  and  be  believed 
the  author  would  not  Bnd  above  half  the  number  q( 
faults  in  it  that  it  had  when  it  came  into  his  hands. 
Poor  Davy,  after  a  thoufand  acknowledgments  to  the 
Dean  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken,  retired  in  company 
with  the  gentleman  who  had  &r&.  introduced  him,  and 
was  fo  impatient  to  fee  what  corre£lions  Swift  had  made, 
that  he  would  not  wait  till  he  got  home,  but  got  undor 
a  gateway  in  the  next  ftreet,  and,  to  his.utter  aftonilh.- 
ment  and  confufion,  faw  that  the  Dean  had  taken  chf 
pains  to  blot  out  every  fecohd  line  throughout  the  whole 
play,  fo  cat-efully,  as  to  render  them  utteriy  illegible. 
Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  unfortunate  author  to 
conceal  his  difgrace,  as  his  friend,  froni  whom  I  had 
the  ftory,  thought  it  too  good  a  joke  to  be  loft. 

Swift,  whatever  maftery  he  had  gained  over  the 
greater  pafllons,  had  no  command. of  his  temper.  He 
was  of  a  very  irritable  make>  prone  to  fudden  (tarts  of 
paflion,  in  which  his  expreflions  of  courfe  were  qot  very 
guarded.  His  friends  made  all  due  allowance  forthis» 
knowing  it  to  be  an  infirmity  ofun  attendant  on  the  belt 
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fiatureSi  4nd  never  took  any  thing  amifs  that  )\€  faidl  6t 
tlid  on  fuch  occafions.  But  Dr.  Sheridan^  when  he  fattr 
one  of  thefe  fits  coming  on  him,  ufed  to  divert  its  courfei 
by  fome  whimfical  ftroke  of  fancy  that  would  fct  liim 
a  laughiilg,  and  give  bis  hutnour  another  bent.  And 
in  this  he  waS  fo  fuccefsful,  that  one  of  their  toft)moii 
friends  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  was  the  David,  who  alone 
could  play  the  evil  fpirit  out  of  SauK  Among  the  ma- 
ny off-hand  poems,  which  they  daily  writ  to  eath  otheri 
there  was  one  came  to  my  hands^  whichj  though  ne-^ 
^ligently  written,  is  fo  defcriptiv^  of  the  mode  of  their 
living  together^  and  (b  charafteriftic  6(  Swift'd  itian- 
ner,  that  I  am  tempted  to  lay  it  before  the  Public^ 
^hen  he  was  difengaged,  the  Dean  ufed  often  to  call 
in  at  the  DoAor's  about  the  hour  of  dining,  and  theif 
cuftpm  was  to  fit  in  a  fmall  back  parlour  tete  d  tete^  and 
have  dices  fcnt  them  upon  plates  from  the  commoii 
roo<h,of  whatever  was  for  the  l^amily-dinner.  The  fur- 
niture of  this  room  was  not  in  the  beft  repair^  being 
often  frequented  by  the  boarders,  of  which  the  houfe 
Was  feldom  without  twenty  j  but  was  preferred  by  the 
Dean  as  being  more  fnug  than  the  Urate  parlour,  whith 
Vas  ufed  only-  when  there  was  company.  The  fubjedl 
uf  the  Poem,  is  an  account  of  one  of  thefe  cafual  tifiu« 

When  to  tfiy  houfb  you  come^  dear  Dean^ 

Your  humble  friend  to  entertain. 

Thro'  dirt  and  mire  along  the  ftreet^ 

You  find  no  fcrapcr  for  your  feet  j 

At  which  you  ftamt)  and  ftorm  and  fwelt^ 

Which  ferves  to  cJeah  yoiir  feet  as  Well. 

By  fteps  afcehding  to  the  hell. 

All  torn  to  rags  by  boys  and  ball^ 

With  fcatter'd  fragments  on  the  £oor  i 

A  fad  uaeafy  parlour  door^ 

fiefmear^d  with  chalk,  and  carvM  with  knivesi 

(A  plague  upon  all  carelefs  wives) 

Are 
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Are  the  next  fights  yoii  m«ft  cacptA, 

fiut  do  not  think  they  ore  my  neglect 

Ah  that  thefc  evils  were  the  yma&  I 

The  parlour  ftill  is  farther  curft,  "  "* 

To  enter  there  if  yt)u  advaace. 

If  in  you  get,  it  is  hy  chance. 

How  oft  by  turns  have  you  and  I 

Said  thus—"  let  n»e«— no— let  mc  try-* 

**  This  turn  will  open  it  Til  engagc"-*- 

You  pofii  me  from  it  in  a  rage; 

Turning,  twifting,  forcing,  fumbling;^ 

Stamping,  flaring,  fuming,  grumblings 

At  length  it  opeiw— ih  we  go-^ 

How  glad  are  we  to  find  it  fo ! 

Conquefts  thro*  paiiis  and  dangers  pleaft^ 

Much  more  than  thofe  attained  with  eafe^ 

Are  you  difposM  to  take  a  feat  ^     . 

The  inftant  that  it  fi^ek  your  weight. 

Out  go  its  legs  and  down  yoo  come 

Upon  your  reverend  Deanfliip's  bucn. 

Betwixt  two  ftools  'tis  often  faid. 

The  fitter  on  the  ground  is  laid  j 

What  praife  then  to  my  chairs  is  duCy 

Where  one  performs  the  fest  of  two ! 

Now  to  the  firt,  if  fuch  there  be. 

At  prefent  nought  but  foioke  we  fee* 

Come,  ftir  it  up-^ho — Mr.  Joker, 

How  can  I  ftir  it  without  poker  ? 

The  bellows  take,  their  batter'd  noftf 

Will  ferve  for  poker,  I  fuppofe. 

Now  you  begin  to  rake— alack  -^ 

The  grate  has  tumbled  from  its  back^^i^r 

The  coals  all  on  the  hearth  are  laid— • 

^  Stay,  Sir-^ril  run  and  call  the  maid  9 

^  SbeMl  make  the  fire  again  complete-^— 

♦«  She  knows  the  humour  of  the  grate*'' 
•  Vox  take  your  maid,  aiftl  you  together-^  7 

This  is  coid  comfort  in  cdd  weather.- 

Now  all  is  right  again — the  blaze 

Suddenly  rais'd  a«  Toon  decaySir  > 
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Once  more  apply  the  bellows*-^^  So — 

**  Tbefe  bellows  were  not  made  to  blow— 

^  Their  leathern  lungs  are  in  decay, 

•*  They  can*t  even  puff  the  fmokc  away.'* 

And  is  your  Reverence  vext  at  that  ? 

Get  up  in  God's  name^  take  your  hat ; 

Hang  them,  fay  I,  that  have  no  (hift ; 

Come,  blow  the  fire,  good  DoAor  Swift. 

If  trifles  fuch  as  tbefe  can  teafe  you, 

f  lag;ue  take  thofe  fools  that  ftrive  to  pleafe  yott« 

Therefore  no  longer  be  a  quarr'ler 

Either  with  me.  Sir,  or  my  parlour* 

If  you  can  relifh  ought  of  mine, 

A  bit  of  meat,  a  glafs  of  wine. 

You're  welcome  Co  it,  and  jcu  fliall  iare 

As  well  as  dining  with  the  Mayor. 

**  You  faucy  fcab-ryou  tell  me  io-* 

•*  Why  booby-face>  Pd  have  you  know 

*^  Td  rather  fee  your  things  in  order, 

**  Than  dine  in  ftatc  with  the  Recorder.  ^ 

**  For  water  I  muft  keep  a  clutter, 

*^  Or  chide  your  wife  for  ftinking  butter. 

*<  Or  getting  fuch  a  deal  of  meat, 

<'  As  if  you'd  half  the  town  to  eat» 

*^  That  wife  of  your's,  the  Devil's  in  her, 

*<  I've  told  her  of  this  way  of  dinner, 

'**  Five  hundred  tinies,  but  all  in  vain— 

*^  Here  comes  a  rump  of  beef  again  : 

«*  Oh  that  that  wife  of  your's  would  burft-^ 

**  Get  out,  and  ferve  the  boarders  firft. 

••  Pox  take  'em  all  for  me — I  fret 

<'  So  much,  I  fliall  not  eat  my  meat— - 

«^  You  know  Pd  rather  have  a  llice.*' 

I  know,  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  nice ; 

You'll  have  your  dinner  in  a  minute. 

Here  comqs  the  plate  and  flices  in  it-— 

Therefore  no  more,  but  take  your  place^^ 

Do  you  fall  to,  and  I'll  fay  graces 
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Memoirs  and  Anecdotes  of  Swift,  cxtrafted 
from  ^t  former  Puklicatiensi  by  Dr^  Delany, 
and  others. 

A  S  Swift  had  been  chargfcd  by  rriahy  with  teant  of 
''^^  religion,  Voltaire,  and  other  Free-thinkers,  wifli- 
ing  to  have  a  man  of  his  genius  inrolled  in  their  clafs  ; 
Doftnr  Delany  enters  into  a  juftification  of  him  in  th^t 
refpeft.  Aniong  other  paflages  to  this  effeft,  arc  the 
following:  As  to  his  religion,  1  myfelf  have  obferved 
many  ftrong  indications  and  proofs  of  his  fincerity  in 
it,  belide  thofe  now  mentioned.  His  faying  Grace, 
both  before  and  after  meat,  was  very  remarkable.  Ic 
was  always  in  the  fewell  words  that  could  be  uttered 
on  the  occafion,  but  with  an  emphafis  and  fervour  which 
every  One  around  him  faw  and  felt,  and  with  his  hands 
dafped  into  one  another,  and  lifted  up  to  his  breaft, 
but  never  higher.  The  Religious  and  Chriftian  form 
*t)f  his  laft  will,  and  the  many  prayers  compofed,  and 
conftantly  offered  up  by  him  in  Mrs.  Johnfon's  fick- 
nefs,  are  ftrong  proofs  to  the  fame  purpofe* 

There  was  no  vice  in  the  world  he  fo  much  abhorred 
as  hypocrify ;  and  of  confequence  nothing  he  dreaded 
fo  much  as  to  be  fufpcdted  of  it.  This  naturally  led^ 
to  make  him  verge  fometimes  too  mudh  to  the  pthcr 
extremes  and  made  him  often  conceal  his  piety  with 
more  care,  than  others  take  to  conceal  their  vices.  I 
ha^^c  been  aflTured  by  Doftor  Delany,  who  lived  for  a 
confiderable  time  in  his  houfe^  that  he  refided  with  him 
for  more  than  fix  months,  before  he  knew,  or  fo  much 
as  ftifpefted  that  he  ever  read  prayers  to  his  family. 
Which  ncverthelefs  he  conftantly  did,  at  a  fixed  hour 
<?very  night  in  his  own  bed-chamber,  to  which  the  fer- 
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vants  regularly  and  filcntly  reforted,  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, without  any  notice  from  a  bell,  or  audible 
call  of  any  kind,  except  the  ftriking  of  a  clock.  And 
I  am  well  affured,  that  when  he  lived  in  London,  his 
conftant  way  was  to  go  to  early  prayers,  and  facrament  f 
which  he  thought  made  him  kfs  diflingtrifhcd  in  his 
devotions.  But  though  in  his  private  capacity  he  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  his  own  method  of  paying  his  devo- 
tions, yet  when  his  duty  called  on  him  either  as  a  pifilh 
Pricft,  or  Dean,  no  one  performed  all  the  funftions  of 
that  facrcd  office  in  a  more  exemplary  manner^  becaufe 
in  this  cafe  nothing  of  oftentation  could  be  imputed  to 
him.  Of  this  Doftor  Delany  gives  fcveral  inftances, 
and  concludes  with  a  very  remarkable  one,  ^here  he 
fays,  rfter  a  good  deal  of  meditation  upon  Swift's  cha- 
rafter,  as  a  man  of  true  religion,  I  think  I  have  found 
out  one  proof  of  it  fo  clear  and  inconteftable,  as  may 
ivell  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  any  othcn  His  Cathe- 
dral of  St.  Patrick's,  is  the  only  church  in  that  city, 
wherein  the  primitive  praftice  of  receiving  the  facra- 
ment  every  Lord's  day,  was  renewed,  and  iM  ftill  con- 
tinued ;  and  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance  and  belief^ 
renewed  in  his  time.  At  leaft,  as  he  was  Ordinary 
there,  it  could  not  be  continued  without  hrs  confent; 
and  it  is  moil  certain  that  he  conftantly  attended  that 
holy  office  j  confecratcd  and  adminiftered  the  Sacrament 
in  perfon*  Nor  do  1  believe  he  ever  once  failed  to  do 
fo,  when  it  was  in  his  power  j  I  mean  Mrhen  he  was  nor 
fick,  or  abfent  at  too  great  a  diftance. 

His  attention  to  the  ceconomy  of  his  C^edral  was 
fuch,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  a  (hilling  of  its  revenoes 
to  be  alienated  from  its  proper  ufe,  even  for  the  ptrr- 
pofcs  of  charity.  If  any  thing  of  that  kind  was  pno- 
pofcd,  his  anfwer  was,  that  this  money  was  appropri- 
ated y  but  he   would  give  out  of  his  own  pocket,  in 

proportioQ 
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proportion  to  his  income,  as  much  towards  any  charitable 
.purpoie,  as  any  of  diem  would  in  proportion  to  thein* 
Then  turning  to  the  perfon  who  made  the  propofal,  ^*  Toa» 
Sir,  dedare,  upon  your  confcience,  that  the  perfon  you 
fiow  iblktt  for,  is  a  pmptr  objed  of  Chriflian  Charity. 
My  Deanery  is  worth  feven  hundred  pounds  a  year;  your 
Prebend,  worth  two ;  if  you  will  give  two  (hillings  to  this 
charity,  L  will  give  &ven,  or  any  greater  fum  in  the  ianw 
proportion. 

His  ftrift  religious  attention  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Deanery,  was  fo  great,  that  he  never  failed  to  facrificc  his 
own  prefent  emoluments,  to  the  reaibnable  profpcfts  of 
a  future  fuffident  maintenance  for  his  fuccefibrs  and  chap- 
ter. One  inftance  of  this  appeared  moft  remarkably  in 
the  great  decline,  and  almoft  total  decay  of  his  under- 
ftaftfti^^  He  had  refblved  many  years  before^  never  to 
renew  a  certain  leafe  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Deanery, 
without  raifing  the  rent  thirty  pounds  a  year.  The  te- 
nant had  often  applied  to  him  for  a  renewal  upon  other 
terms,  but  to  no  purpofe.  And  finding  now  that  Swift's 
underllanding  was  in  the  decay,  and  his  avarice  remark- 
^bfy  predominant ;  he  thought  this  the  proper  ieafon  to 
make  his  laft  cflfort  for  a  renewal,  and  tempt  him  with 
fuch  a  fine,  as  he  was  tare  the  Dean  could  not  refift  in 
thofe  circumflances.  Accordingly  he  made  bis  attempt ; 
but  to  as  little  purpofe  as  ever  he  had  done  before,  the 
Dean  remaining  immoveable.  He  refuled  a  large  fine,  at 
a  time  when  he  loved  money  incomparably  beyond  any 
thing  eife  in  the  world,  and  raifed  the  rent,  as  he  had 
long  fince  refolved  to  do.  I  vifited  him  the  next  day^- 
tcr  the  renewal  of  this  leafe,  and  enquiring  after  his  health, 
be  told  me  in  a  tone  of  heavy  complaint,  that  his  me- 
mory was  almoft  totally  gone,  and  his  underftanding 
going;  but  that  he  had  yefterday  done  ibmething  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fuccefibr,  but  he  had  forgot  what ;  but  Doc- 
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cor  Wilfon  (wlio  then  lived  in  the  houfe  n^chbim)  would 
tell  mc.  lenquired,  and  was  informed  of  this  renewal^ 
as  I  have  now  related  it. 

As  an  Ecckfiaftic,  he  was  fcrupuloufly  exaft  in  the  ex- 
.erciie  of  his  fun(5tion,  as  well  with  r<^ard  to  temporal,  as 
fpiritual  things.  He  expended  more  money  to  fupporc 
and  adorn  his  Cathedral,  than  had  been  applied  to  the 
fame  ufe  in  any  period  fince  it  was  fir  ft  built.  He  was 
extremely  exad  and  confcientious  in  promoting  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Choir  according  to  their  merit,  and  never  ad- 
vanced any  perfon  to  a  Vicarage,  who  was  not  qualified 
for  it  in  all  refpedts,  whatever  their  intereflr,  or  however 
recommended.  He  once  refufed  a  Vicarage  to  a  perfon 
for  whom  Lady  Carteret  was  very  importunate ;  at  the 
fame  time  declaring  to  her  Ladyfliip,  that,  if  it  had  been 
in  his  power  to  have  made  the  Gentleman  a  Dean;  tr  a 
Biihop,  he  would  have  obliged  her  willingly,  becaufe,  be 
faid,  Deaneries  and  Bifiiopricks  were  preferments  in  which 
merit  had  no  concern ;  but  the  merit  oi  a  Vicar  would 
be  brought  to  the  teft  every  day. 

It  happened  that  a  young  Gentleman  of  his  Choir  be* 
ing  abroad  with  his  gun,  fuffcred  irreparable  hurt  by  its 
going  o(F  accidentally.  When  the  Dean  heard  of  it  he 
exprcflfed  great  concern,  and  having  paufed  a  little, 
**  well,"  faid  he,  "  this  will  be  a  good  opportunity  at 
once  ro  reward  merit,  and  alleviate  diftrefs ;  I  will  make 
him  a  Vicar ;"  which  he  did  accordingly  the  fame  hour. 

The  poor  in  the  liberty  of  his  Cathedral,  were  better 
regulated  than  any  other  in  the  kingdom;  they  were  all 
badged,  and  were  never  found  begging  out  of  their  dif- 
trid.  For  fome  of  thtrfc  he  built  and  fumifiied  a  little 
almflioufe,  being  aflifted  in  this  by  fome  voluntary  con- 
tributions i  and  prefervcd  among  them  uncommon  clcan- 
linefs  and  decency,  by  conftantly  vifiting  them  in  perfon. 

In 
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'  In  the  diftribution  of ^  his  charity,  that  he  might  pro- 
portion his  bounty  to  the  ncceffitics  and  merits  of  the 
different  objefts  he  met  with,  and  yet  give  but  one  piece 
of  money  at  a  time,  he  conftanily  kept  a  pocket  full  of 
a]l  forts  of  coin»  from  a  filver  three -pence  to  a  crown  piece. 

-  He  was  a  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges belonging  to  his  Deanery,  againft  all  incroach- 
nients  attempted  by  his  powerful  neighbour  the  Arch- 
bi(hop  of  Dublin;  in  oppofition  to  whom  he  determined 
to  aficrt  his  right  of  abfencc  without  hi's  Grace's  permif- 
fion,  at  the  cxpcnce  of  feveral  hundred  pounds,  at  a  time 
when  he  did  not  believe  he  Ihould  ever  again  claim  the 
privilege  for  himfelf ;  but  becaufe  he  would  not  endanger 
the  liberty  of  his  fucceflbr  by  an  injurious  precedent. 

In  contradidtion  to  the  account  givenof  the  great  deco- 
runi  and  folenanicy  with  which  Swift  performed  all  reli- 
gious duties,  there  are  two  ftories  told  by  Lord  Orrery, 
CO  which  I  can  give  no  credit.  The  firft  is  thus  related 
by  his  Lord  (hip :  "As  foon  as  he  had  taken  poflt  flion  c  f 
,  his  two  livings,  he  went  to  refide  at  LaraCor,  and  gave 
public  notice  to  his  parifliioncrs,  that  he  would  read  pray- 
ers every  Wednefday  and  Friday.  Upori  the  fubfequent 
Wcdnefday.the  bell  was  rung,  and  the  Rcdor  attended  in 
his  defk ;  when  after  having  fate  feme  time,  and  finding 
the  congregation  to  confift  only  of  himftlf,  and  his  Clerk 
Roger,  he  began  with  great  compofure  and  gravity,  but 
with  a  turn  peculiar  to  himfelf,  "  Dearly  beloved  Roger 
-—the  Scripture  movcth  you  and  me  in  fundry  places," 
fc?f . — And  then  proceeded  regularly  through  the  whole 
fervice.  I  mention  this  trifling  circumftance  only  to  (hew 
.you,  that  he  could  not  refift  a  vein  of  humour,  whenever 
he  had  an  Opportunity  of  exerting  it.** 

Now  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  of  Switt'»  religious  turn, 
(hould  have  made  fuch  a  mockery  of  this  folemn  aft  of 
«gr(hip,  aqd  afterwards  fp  through  the  whole  fervice^ 
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notwichftanding  the  many  abfurditics  that  would  follow  in 
the  courfe  of  it,  from  there  being  no  congregation  pre- 
fent,  merely  for  the  fake  of  a  paltry  jeft,  is  too  grofi  an 
impofitton  to  be  eafily  fwallowed.     It  is  not  tndcrd  im* 
probable,  that  Swift  afterwards,  in  relating  this  circum* 
fiance,  might  have  fatd,  he  had  a  mind  to  begin  the  fer- 
vice  with — "  Dearly  beloved  Roger,**  fe?r.  and  they  who 
heard  this,   as  is  frequently  the  cafe  on  fuch  occafions^ 
thought  it  would  improve  the  ftory  much  by  making  hinx 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  related  it  accordingly.    The 
other  ftory  is  thus  told  by  his  LordfViip.     "  His  humour- 
ous difpoiition  tempted  him  to  adions  inconfiftent  with  the 
dignity  of  a  Clergyman ;  and  fuch  flights  drew  upon  him 
the  general  character  of  an  irreligbus  man  :  I  remember 
to  have  heard  a  ftory  of  him,  that  fully  (hews  bow  little 
he  regarded  certain  ceremonies,  which  ought  always  to  be 
obfcrved  with  refped.     Soon  after  he  had  been  made 
Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  he  was  loictring  one  Sunday  in  the 
ikfternoon^t  the  houfe  of  Do£tor  Kaymond,  with  whom 
he  had  dined  at  Trim  (a  fmall  town  near  Laracor)  of 
which  the  Dodor  was  Vicar.    The  beU  had  rung,  and 
the  people  wereaflembled  for  Evening  Prayers.    DoAor 
Raymond  was  preparing  to  go  to  the  Churchy  which  was 
icarce  two  hundred  yards  from  his  houfe.    ^^  Raymond," 
£iid  the  Dean«  ^'  I  will  lay  you  a  trown^  I  will  begin  the 
Prayers  before  you  this  afternoon."    •*  I  accept  the  wa* 
ger,"  replied  Dr«  Raymond ;  and  immediately  they  both 
ran  as  faft  as  they  could  towards  the  Church.    Raynxind, 
who  was  the  nimbler  man  of  the  two,  arrived  firft  at  the 
<loor  i  and  when  he  entered  the  Church,  walked  decently 
towards  the  reading  deflc    Swift  never  flackened  his  pace^ 
but  running  up  the  aide,  left  Or.  Raymond  behind  him 
In  the  middle  of  it,  and  ftepping  into  the  reading  deflt, 
without  puttirig  on  a  furplice^  or  opening  the  Prayer 
8ook>  began  the  Lituiigy  \n  an  audibly  Toice^  and  conti^ 
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iiucd  tQ  rq)eat  the  fervice  fvifikienily  long  to  win  the  wa- 
ger/' Now  it  is  very  pofliblc  that  fuch  an  advenjur^ 
might  hi^v^  happened  at  that  time  between  two  Clcrgyj'- 
meo,  and  npthmg  noore  probable  than  that  it  would  inir 
ipe^i^cly  be  transferred  to  Swift  and  his  neighbour.  We 
fee  H  eveiy  day  pradifed>  tha^  witty  Sayings,  Blunders^ 
and  things  of  Humour,  are  con(bindy  fathered  upon  the 
mpft  remarkable  Wit,  Blunderer,  or  HumourJii  of  the 
times,  whether  they  belong  to  them  or  not. 

As  his  Lordlbip  has  given  no  fort  of  authority  for  the 
trudi  of  the  above  ftories,  nor^  indeed  for  that  of  any 
others  that  he  has  related  to  the  prejudice  of  Swift,  e» 
ccpt  hear-fayi  we  may  judge  to  what  degree  of  credit 
they  are  intitlcd 

Among  the  many  faNe  reprefentations  made  by  hk 
Xjordihip,  he  has  been  attacked  for  one  of  them  with 
great  fpirit,  by  DoAor  Delany,  in  the  following  pafTage. 
A  friend  of  mine,  turning  over  the  Index  to  yoar  Let- 
ters, (hewed  me  thefe  words— ^w///'s  Seraglio— Surprikd 
at  this,  I  immediately  turned  to  the  place ;  where,  to  my 
.much  greater  furprife,  I  found  the  following  paragraph. 
**  You  fee  the  command  which  Swift  had  over  all  his  fe- 
males; and  you  would  have  fmiled  to  have  found  hjs 
houfe  a  conftant  Seraglio  of  very  virtuous  wome^i^  wfv) 
attended  him  from  morning  to  night,  with  an  obedience, 
.  an  awe,  and  an  afCduity,  that  are  fddom  paid  to  the 
richeft,  pr  the  moft  powerful  lovers  •,  no,  not  cve.n  to  the 
Grand  Seignior  himfelf."  This  paragragh,  my  Lord, 
gives  me  giieat  concern,  upon  many  accounts ;  thcugh^I 
(hall  menjdbn  only  this  one;  that  it  feems  to  be  written 
in  the  ftyle  o£  a  man,  who  knew  what  he  faid  to  be  truth ; 
which  yet  moft  certainly  was  not,  could  not,  be  yoor 
cafe ;  and  ther^ore  1  conclude  you  wrote  it  in  the  ftyle 
in  which  it  was  delivered  to  you,  by  your  monftrovs 
mifinformers. 

C  c  4  My 
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My  Lord,  the  intercourfe  in  which  tny  ftation  engaged 
iiie»  for  many  years,  with  the  Dean ;  my  long  intimacy 
with  his  mod  intimate  friends,  and  the  frequent  vilits  to 
him  which  my  love  and  gratitude  exaded;  enable  me  to 
aflfure  your  Lordfliip  and  the  world,  (as  I  do  in  the  moft 
folemn  and  (incere  manner)  that  nothing  ever  was  more 
falfcj  than  the  informatbns  you  received  upon  this  points 
and  that  in  fa£t,  females  were  rarely  admitted  into  his 
houfc ;  and  never  came  thither  but  upon  very  particular 
invitations^  not  excepting  even  Mrs.  Johnibn.  The  truth 
is,  not  one  of  thofe  you  are  pleafed  to  call  his  Senators, 
ever  prcfumed  to  approach  him,  till  he  very  particularljr 
fignificd  his  plcafure  that  they  (hould,  except  his  near 
kinfwoman,  Mrs,  Whiteway,  who  was  often  with  himj 
but  not  qntil  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 

And  yet,  my  Lord,  as  the  honour  I  bear  you  llrongly 
inclines  me  to  aflTent  to  your  pofitions,  wherever  I  can  •,  I 
muft  own,  that  if  keeping  a  great  number  of  profefled 
nomjnal  miftrelTes,  conftitutcs  the  complete  idea  of  a  Se-. 
raglio,  Swift  kept  a  greater,  and  a  much  more  extended 
one  fhan  the  Grand  Seignior,     And  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  admitted,  more  than  once,  to  bear  him  com-r 
pany  in  his  vifits  to  them.     But  this  I  muft  add,  in  fup^ 
port  .of  the  credit  of  your  judgment  of  his  conftitution, 
that  his  vifits  were  always  by  day-light ;  and  for  the  moft 
part,  in  the  moft  open  and  public  places  of  the  City, 
But  yet  truth  qbliges  me  to  own,  that  he  alfo  vifited  fomc 
of  them  in  bye-allies,  and  under  arches  •,  places  of  long 
fufpeacd  fame.     Let  me  add,  that  he  kept  ftridly  to  that 
Turkifli  principle,  of  honouring  none,  but  fuch  as  were 
bred  up  and  occupied  in  fome  employment.    One  of 
thtfe  miftreffes  fold  plumbs;  another,  hob-nails  •,  a  third, 
tapes  i  a  fourth,  gingerbread  j  a  fifth,  knitted  j  a  fixth, 
.darned  ftockin^sj  and  a  fcvcnth,  cobbled  flioes;  and  fo 
en,  beyond  my  counting.     And  in  all  tl^is  detail  of  bis 

atQOurs^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  393 

aniburs,  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  the  fingularity  of  hit 
tafte,  was  as  remarkably  diftinguilhed^  as  his  genius 
was,  in  any,  or  all  of  his  compofitions.  One  of  thcfc 
miftreffcs  wanted  an  eye;  another,  a  nofc;  a  third,  aa 
arm;  a  fourth,  a  foot;  a  fifth,  had  all  the  attraftions 
of  Agnas  Polypus  i  and  a  fixth,  more  than  all  thofe  of 
^fop's^iump ;  and  all  of  them  as  old  at  leaft  as  fome 
of  Louis  the  XlVth's  miftreffes;  and  many  of  them 
much  older.  He  faluted  them  with  all  becoming  kind- 
nefs;  afked  them  how  they  did;  how  they  throirei 
what  flock  they  had,  &r.;  and  as  miftreflfes,  all  the 
world  owns,  are  expenfive  things,  it  is  certain  he  never 
faw  his,  but  to  his  coft.  If  any  of  their  ware  were 
fuch  as  he  could  poffibly  make  ufc  of,  or  pretend  to 
make  ufc  of,  he  always  bought  fome ;  and  paid  for 
every  half- pennyworth,  at  leaft  fix-pence,  and  for  every 
pennyworth,  a  fliilHng.  If  their  faleables  were  of  an- 
other nature,  he  added  fomething  to  their  ftock ;  with 
ftrift  charges  of  induftry  and  honefty.  And  I  muft 
once  more  own,  for  truth  exacts  it  of  me,  that  thefc 
miftreffes  were  very  numerous ;  infomuch,  that  there 
was  fcarce  one  ftrcet,  or  alley>  or  lane  in  Dublin^  its 
fuburbs,  and  its  environs,  that  had  not  at  leaft  one  or 
more  of  them.  Some  of  thefe  he  named  thus  for  dif- 
tin£tion's  fake,  and  partly  for  humour;  CAnccrina, 
Stumpa-Nympha,  Pullagowna,  Futtcrilla,  Flora,  Stum- 
pantha,  tfc.  Pray,  my  Lord,  arc  Horace's  Pyrrhas 
and  Lydias  to  be  named  in  a  day  with  thefe  ?  And  yet 
1  cannot  fay  that  any,  or  all  of  them,  ever  influenced 
him,  either  in  the  compofition  or  publication  of  any 
pf  his  Poems ;  though  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  might 
not  have  occafioned  a  very  celebrated  Love  Epiftle, 
from  a  blind  man,  to  one  of  Swift's  favourite  mif- 
treffes, called  Stumpy^j  from  the  fame  of  her  wooden 
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"What  a  glorious  fcenc  is  here  difplajred  of  Swifc's  be-* 
oeficcoce !  to  feck  out  obje<93  in  all  quarters  of  th« 
lowfiy  from  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  turn  with 
loftthiagi  to  place  them  in  a  way  of  gaining  an  honeft 
Jivclihood,  inftead  of  being  publick  nuifanpcs^  in  th* 
ftrcct }  to  keep  them  fteady  in  a  courfe  of  induftry,  by 
frequent  vifits  in  fuch  places  as  the  faftidiaus  rich  would 
difdain  to  enter;  to  fupply  their  wants  when  buGnefs 
was  flack,  and  encourage  the  fuccefsful  by  farther 
bounties— Thefc  arc  inftances  of  fuch  truly  Chriftian 
Charityi  as  are  rarely  to  be  found.  And  after  this  (hall 
it  be  a  doubt  whether  Swift  had  a  heart  fufccptible  of 
the  foft  feelings  of  humanity  ? 

He  had  a  fervant  well  known  to  all  his  friends  by  the 
name  of  Saunders  j  an  appellation  given  him  by  the 
Dean.  He  was  remarkably  kind  to  him  during  a 
courfe  of  fcvcral  years  fpent  in  his  fcrvicc  j  but  more 
particularly  throughout  a  long  illncfs,  under  which  he 
laboured  for  many  months  before  he  died-  He  had  him 
buried  in  the  South  aifle  of  his  Cathedral,  where  he 
crcfted  a  monument  to  him  in  a  Tmall  piece  of  ftatuary 
marble,  with  this  infcription. 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of 

AlEXANDER  Magej,  Servant  to  Do(5lor 

Swift,  Dean  of  5/.  Patrick's. 

His   graceful  Matter   caufcd  this    Monument  to   be 

crefted  in  Memory  of  his  Dilcretion,  Fidelity,, 

and  Diligence,  in  that  humble  Station, 

0^.  Mar.  24,  lyai,  -^tat.  2,9. 

In  the  original  draught,  which  I  faw  in  the  Dean's 
own  band-writing,  it  ftood  thus  : 

His  grateful  Friend,  and  Matter,  ^c 

A  Gentle- 
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A  Gentktnan  of  the  Dean's  acquuntttnce,  mueh  moK ' 
diftioguilbed  for  vanicy  than  wifdom,  prevailed  upon 
him  to  leave  out  the  word  friend^  and  only  write  hia 
grateful  mafter  i  and  this  in  contradiction  to  a  knowa 
noaxim  of  his  own* — ^^  That  an  affeSionate  and  faith- 
ful fervant,  Ihould  always  be  confidered  in  the  charac- 
ter of  an  humble  friend/'  He  perfonned  the  burial 
fervice  himfclf  on  the  occafion^  and  in  the  courfe  of  ic 
was  obferved  to  fhed  tears. 

As  he  expedted  punctual,  ready,  and  implicit  obe- 
dience, he  always  tried  his  fervants  when  he  hired  them 
by  fome  teft  of  their  humility.  Among  other  quali- 
ties,  he  always  aiked  whether  they  underftood  cleaning 
Ihoesy  becaufe,  faid  he,  my  kitchen  wench  has  a  fcul- 
lion  that  does  her  drudgery,  and  one  part  of  the  bud* 
nefs  of  my  groom  and  footman  is  conftantly  to  clean 
her  Ihoes  by  turns :  if  they  fcrupled  this,  their  treaty 
was  at  an  end  \  if  not,'  he  gave  them  a  farther  hearing. 
His  kitchen  wench,  however,  was  his  cook;  a  woman 
of  a  large  fize,  robuft  conftitution,  and  coarfc  features  i 
her  face  very  much  feamed  with  the  fmall-pox,  and 
furrowed  by  age;  this  woman  he  always  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Sweetheart. 

It  happened  one  day  that  Sweetheart  greatly  over 
roafted  the  only  joint  he  had  for  dinner;  upon  which 
he  fent  for  her  up,  and  with  ^at  coolnefs  and  gravityg^ 
^* Sweethearts^  fays  he,  "  take  this  down  into  the 
kitchen,  and  do  it  lefs."  She  replied,  "  that  was  im- 
poffiblc.*'  "  Pray,  then,"  faid  he,  "  if  you  hadroaft^ 
ed  it  too  little,  could  you  not  have  done  it  more  ?** 
«*Yes,  (he  faid,  (he  could  eafily  have  done  that;** 
"  Why  then.  Sweetheart^  if  you  muft  commit  a  fault, 
)ct  me  advife  you  to  commit  one  that  can  be  mended." 

To  the  reft  of  the  fervants,  indeed,  he  appeared  to 
be  churlKb  and  a^ftere,  but^  in  xt^xx^  was  one  of  the 

$  be* 
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beft  mafters  in  the  world.  He  allowed  them  board 
wages  at  the  higheft  race  then  known ;  and  if  he  em- 
ployed them  about  any  thing  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  their  fervice^  he  always  paid  them  to  the  full  value 
of  their  work,  as  he  would  have  paid  another.  With 
thefe  emolomentSj  and  the  fragments  from  his  table, 
be  expeded  they  Ihould  find  themfelves  in  vidualsj 
and  all  oijier  neceflaries^  except  the  liveries  which  he 
gave  them.  If  in  this  (icuacion  their  expences  were 
greater  than  their  income^  it  was  judged  a  fufiicient 
reafon  to  difcharge  them  %  but  on  the  contrary,  as  foon 
as  they  had  faved  a  full  year's  wages,  he  conftantly  paid 
tbcm  legal  intereft  for  it,  and  took  great  pleafure  in 
ieeing  it  accumulate  to  a  fum,  which  might  fettle  them 
in  fume  employment  if  he  (hould  die  ;  or  if  chcy  found 
k  advifeable  to  quit  his  fervice,  which  was  feldom  the 
cafe  I  and  he  with  whom  his  fervancs  live  long,  has  un* 
dubicable  witnefles  that  he  is  a  good  mafter.  Befide 
the  n>otives  already  alTigned  for  wifbing  to  continue  in 
his  fcrvice,  their  pride  was  highly  gratified  while  they 
remained  in  that  flation  \  it  was  thought  an  honour  to 
belong  to  the  Dean  in  any  ihape  s  they  had  more  refpe£t 
paid  them  by  the  people  in  general  than  is  ufually 
ihewn  to  any  others  of  this  fraternity  ^  and  the  Dean'a 
plain  livery  was  a  badge  of  greater  diftinftion,  than 
that  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  with  all  its  finery. 

He  was  one  of  the  cleanlieft  men  in  his  perfon  that 
ever  lived.  His  hands  were  not  only  walhed,  as  thofe 
of  other  men,  with  the  utmoft  care,  but  his  nails  were 
conftantly  kept  pared  to  the  quick,  to  guard  againfi: 
the  lead  appearance  of  a  fpcck  upon  them.  And  as  he 
walked  much,  he  rarely  dreffed  himfclf  without  a  ba- 
fon  of  water  by  his  fide,  in  which  he  dipt  a  towel  and 
cleanfed  his  feet  with  the  utmofi  exa&nefs. 

In  company,  he  neither  wrapped  hiiofeif  up  in  bia 
#wn  importance,    without  deigning  to  communicate 
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hts  knowledge,  or  exert  his  wit)  nor  did  he  engtofs 
the  converfation  by  perpetual  and  overbearing  loqua* 
city.  His  general  rule  was,  never  to  fpeak  more  than 
a  minute  at  a  time,  and  then  to  wait  at  Jcaft  as  long  for 
others  to  take  up  the  converfation ;  after  which  he  had 
a  right  to  fpeak  again.  His  colloquial  ftyle,  like  that 
of  his  writings,  was  clear,  forcible,  and  concife.  He 
alfo  excelled  greatly  in  telling  a  dory;  and  though  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  apt  to  repeat  his  (lories 
too  often,  yet  his  wit,  as  well  as  his  virtue,  was  always 
fuperior  to  the  wretched  expedients  of  thofe  defpicable 
bablcrs,  who  are  perpetually  attempting  to  put  oS double 
entendre  and  profanenefs,  for  humour  and  wit.  His 
converfation  was  in  the  higheft  degree  chafle,  and 
wholly  free  from  the  lead  tinfture  of  irrcligion.  As  he 
was  zealous  to  preferve  all  the  delicacies  of  converfa^ 
tion,  he  was  always  beft  pleafcd  when  fomc  of  the  com- 
pany were  Ladies  j  and  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Oxford, 
he  fays,  Gnce  women  have  been  left  out  of  all  our 
meetings,  except  parties  of  play,  or  where  worfe  de- 
figiw  are  carried  on,  our  converfation  has  very  much 
degenerated.  And  in  this  in  (lance,  his  example  is  a 
reproof  to  thofe  pedants,  who  fuppofc  that  women  are 
never  in  their  proper  fpherc,  but  in  the  dreCTing-room 
or  nurfery. 

The  cuftom  of  Dublin  in  his  time  was,  that  the  La- 
dies ffaould  withdraw  immediately  after  the  firft  glafs 
had  gone  round ;  but  he  never  permitted  this  cither 
when  he  had  parties  at  home,  or  was  invited  to  any 
abroad;  always  infifting  upon  their  (laying  till  the 
Gentlemen  had  nearly  done  with  their  wine  ;  and  then 
after  a  decent  allowance  of  time^  they  joined  companies 
again  at  tea  and  coffee,  as  is  the  cudom  of  France, 
and  paffed  the  remainder  of  the  evening  together.  But 
th«  Gentlemen  at  that  time  were  too^nd  of  the  bottle, 

and 
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and  of  ^eir  own  diicourfe  o?er  it/  to  fufier  that  aJiOoih 
to  become  general. 

If  the  conTerfation  turned  upon  fertoas  fub|eftsj  be 
was  neither  petidant  in  the  debate,  nor  negligent  of 
the  iflue.  He  wouid  liften  with  great  attention  to  tbe 
arguments  of  others,  and  whether  he  was  or  was  not 
engaged  as  a  difputant  himfdf,  he  would  recapitulace 
what  had  been  faid,  flate  the  queftion  with  great  clear- 
ncft  and  precifion,  point  out  the  controverted  particu- 
hfy  and  appeal  to  the  opinion  either  of  focne  neutral 
perfon,  or  of  the  majority. 

Lord  Orrery  had  faid  of  him,  that  he  was  open  to 
adulation,  and  could  not,  or  would  not,  diftinguiifa  be- 
tween low  flattery  and  juft  applaufe.  From  which 
charge  he  has  been  defended  by  Do&or  Delany,  in  the 
ibllowing  manner : 

My  L(Md,  the  charge  of  Swift's  delighting  in  low 
adulittioo,  has  lain  fo  heavy  upon  my  mind,  that  I  have 
revolved  it  with  utmoft  attention  for  many  hours,  yet 
can  find  no  juft  foundation  for  it.  His  heart  was  fo 
thorou^ly  averfe  from  flattery,  that  he  took  all  occa- 
iions,  not  only  to  exprefs  his  utter  conteoipt  and  deteft* 
ation  of  it,  but  alio  to  difibade  others  from  it.  How 
it  might  have  been  with  him  in  the  decline  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  when  he  made  hafty  approaches  to  a  fe- 
cond  childhood,  I  cannot  fay ;  he  might  then  poffibly, 
be  fed  by  thofe  about  him,  as  children  often  are,  with 
plumbs  and  fweetmeats,  inftead  of  falutary  food. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  account  given  by  Doc- 
tor Delany,  I  remember,  when  his  Lordfhip's  book 
firft  came  out,  to  have  read  this  pafTage  to  Mrs.  Sican, 
an  intimate  friend  of  the  Dean*s ;  upon  which  flic  ex- 
prefled  hcrfclf  thus :  ^'  I  never  yet  knew  any  mortal 
who  dufft  flatter  him  except  his  Lordlhip  himfclf.'" 
Indeed  the  only  way  of  paying  court  to  him,  was^no]: 
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4>y  wordSi  Ihic  a  very  refjpe6b(id  behsvlour  towards  hioij 
which  be  cxpe&ed  fo  tttuch,  that  moft  of  his  acquainc- 
ance>  except  his  intimate  friends,  ftood  in  focne  degree 
of  awe  before  him.  On  the  concrary,  he  was  more 
open  to  admonition  than  flattery,  if  it  were  offered 
without  arrogance,  and  by  perfons  of  whofe  ability  and 
candour  he  had  no  doubt.  In  his  Poem  of  Baucis  and 
PhiUmsny  which  does  not  confift  quice  of  two  hundred 
verfes.  Swift  himfelf  related,  that  Mr.  Addifon  made 
him  blot  out  fourfcore,  add^  fourfcore,  and  alter  four« 
fcore. 

I  remember  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind,  told 
me  by  one  of  his  Chapter,  which  defcrvcs  to  be  re- 
corded as  a  ufeful  IcfTon  to  fuch  opinionated  authors, 
as  cannot  bear  to  be  told  of  any  faults  in  their  Writings. 
That  Gentleman  happened  to  vifit  him  at  a  tio^e  when 
the  Dean  was  about  to  fend  a  newly  written  Pamphlet 
to  the  prefsj  which  he  put  into  his  friend's  hands,  de- 
firing  that  he  would  point  out  freely  any  faults  he 
might  find  in  it.  The  Gentleman  ftuck  at  two  pafia* 
ges,  and  propofcd  an  amendment  of  them;  which 
Swift  inftantly  complied  with.  When  the  work  came 
out,  the  Gentleman,  upon  a  fecond  reading,  found  he 
ha4  been  wrong  in  his  objedbions,  and  tha^  the  paiTages 
had  been  altered  for  the  worle.  Upon  his  next  vifit  to 
the  Dean,  he  cxprcfTcd  fome  concern  at  this,  and  no 
fmall  degree  of  furprife,*  upon  rccollefting  that  tHe 
other  had  fo  readily  acquicfced  in  the  change,  without 
making  the  flighted:  obje£tion,  though  he  muft  have 
.  been  confcious  it  was  wrong.  *^  Sir,  faid  Swift,  I 
"  conGdercd  that  the  pafFages  were  of  no  great  confe- 
quence«  and  I  made  the  alterations  you  defired  with- 
out  hefitation,  left,  had  I  ftood  up  in  their  defence,  you 
might  have  imputed  it  to  the  vanity  of  an  author  un- 
willing to  hear  of  his  errors ;  and  by  this  ready  com- 
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pliance,  I  hoped  you  would,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be 
the  more  free  in  your  remarks/*  Though  he  had  no 
ikill  in  mufic,  nor  ear  for  its  beauties,  yet  he  had  fufii- 
cient  for  a  mod  ridiculous  and  droll  imitation  of  it;  of 
which  Doctor  Delany  gives  the  following  inftance  in  a 
fcene  at  which  he  was  prefent  one  evening,  together 
with  fome  others  of  the  Dean's  friends. 

Tom  Rofeingrave  was  juft  returned  from  Italy  j 
and  DoSor  Pratt,  then  Provoft  of  the  College,  who 
was  not  long  come  back  from  the  fame  place,  and  was 
far  gone  in  the  Italian  tafte  of  mufick,  had  been  thac^ 
morning  at  St.  Patrick's,  to  hear  him  play  a  voluntary, 
and  was  in  high  rapture  in  praife  of  iL  Upon  which 
fbme  of  the  company  wiAied  they  had  been  prefent  to 
have  heard  it.  "  Do  you,"  faid  Swift  ?  "  Then  you 
ihall  hear  it  dill ; "  and  immediately  he  fung  out  (b 
lively,  and  yet  fo  ridiculous  an  imitation  of  it,  that  all 
the  company  were  kept  in  continual  laughter  till  it  was 
over ;  except  one  old  Gentleman,  who  fate  with  great 
compofure,  and  though  he  liftcncd,  yet  it  feemed  to 
ipake  little  or  no  imprelfion  on  him  s  and  being  aflced, 
how  he  could  hear  fuch  a  fine  piece  of  mufic  withouc 
being  at  all  afFe£ted  by  it,  made  anfwer,  <^  that  he  had 
heard  Mr.  Rofeingrave  himfclf  play  it  before."  Aa 
anfwer  which,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  did  not  leflen 
the  mirth. 

Swift  had  a  peculiar  knack  of  conveying  fine  praife 
under  cover  of  very  rough  words.  When  Lord  Car- 
teret was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Swift  happened 
to  have  a  little  difpute  with  him  about  the  grievance* 
that  kingdom  fufFered  from  England,  and  the  foUy^ 
nonfenfe,  and  injuftice  of  their  government  in  that  re-^ 
fpeft ;  for  he  fpared  no  hard  words  on  that  fubjeft.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  replied  with  a  maftery  and  ftrength  of 
reafoning,  for  which  he  was  fo  remarkable,  and  whiek 
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S^ifc  not  well  liking  at  .that  time,  cried  out  in  a  vio- 
lent paffion-^^^  What  the  vengeance  brought  you  among 
us  ?  Get  you  back — Get  you  back—Pray  God  Almighty 
Xcnd  us  our  boobies  again/' 

Being  one  day  at  a  Sheriff's  feaft,  who,  among  other 
toafts,  called  out  to  him>  Mh  Dean,  The  Trade  of 
Ireland.  He  anfwered  quick  *,— Sir,- 1  drink  W)  memo- 
ries. 

He  greatly  admired  the  talents  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Wharton,  as  the  Duke  did  hisj  who  one  day  dining' 
with  the  Dean,  and  recounting  feveral  wild  frolics  he 
had  run  through  ;  "  My  Lord,"  faid  Swift,  "  let  me 
recommend  one  more  to  you— Take  a  frolic  to  be  good 
—rely  upon  it,  you  will  find  it  the  plea/antefi  frolic  you 
ever  was  engaged  in  f  .*' 

Happening  to  be  in  company  with  a  petulant  young 
man,  who  prided  himfelf  in  faying  pert  things  to  the 
Dean,  and  at  laft  getting  up  with  fome  conceited  gefti- 
culattons,  faid,  with  a  confident  air-—"  You  muft  know^ 
Mr.  Dean,  I  fet  up  for  a  Wit."  "  Do  you  fo/'  fays 
the  Dean,  "  then  take  my  advice,  and  fit  down  again." 

Being  one  day  at  a  Vifitation-dinner,  a  Clergyman, 
who  valued  himfelf  more  upon  his  wit  than  he  ought, 
and  often  miffeok  a  rough  kind  of  abufe  for  keen  rail- 
kry ;  took  it  into  his  head  to  exercife  his  talents  upon 
the  Dean,  and  that  very  liccntioufly.  Swift  face  with 
all  the  compofure  of  a  deaf  man,  not  feeming  to  hear 

•  To  take  the  force  of  this  anfwcr,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  that 
it  was  made  foon  after  Biihop  Brown^s  book  had  come  out  againfl 
Drinking  the  Memories  of  the  Dead;  which  at  that  time  made  fome 
Doife. 

t  DodorDelany  has  wonderfully  marred  this  tale  in  the  telling,  as 
he  has  entirely  mifled  the  point>  concluding  it  thus — Take  my  word 
for  itj  that  one  will  do  you  more  bcnour^  than  all  the  other  frolicks  of 
your  life.  To  annex  the  idea  of  honour  to  frolicks^  is  nonfenfe  ;  they 
can  only  be  considered  as  pleafant. 

D  d  a  word 
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a  word  that  he  had  faid^  nor  making  any  kind  of  z//l^ 
iWer.  Ac  length  the  Biihop  interpoCj^,  and  ch^c^^ 
the  petulance  of  the  Snarl ;  which  was  th^  nacne  bp 
went  by.  The  Dean  immediately  got  up,  an^  Usggf^ 
that  no  reftraint  may  be  laid  on  the  G<pntIemaR — '^  Mo- 
9pus^  my  Lord,  was  always  admitted  to  thf  feafts  of  ibo 
Gods,  and  privileged  to  fay  whatever  he  pl4;a(bd  therc.*^ 
From  that  time,  inftead  of  Snarl,  the  Gentleman  w^ 
galled  by  no  other  name  bvt  (hat  of  Momus. 

Sitting  one  evening  with  Mr.  Addilbn,  the  conver- 
fation  happened  to  turn  upon  the  moft  diftingtiiflied 
charaftcrs  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  OI4  Teftaments  ia 
Vhich,  Swift  preferred  and  Aipported  that  of  Jofcph  j 
and  Addlfon  that  of  JjOnathan ;  and  after  they  bad  ur-t 
ged  their  reafons  on  both  fides,  with  much  zeal  for  ^ 
confiderable  time  -,  Mr.  Addifon  fmiledt  and  faid,  he 
was  glad  no  third  pcrfbn.  was  witnefs  to  their  difpute ;. 
juft  recollecting  that  he  was  aflerting  the  hero  of  Swifc'si 
i^ame,  Jonathan;  and. Swift  the  hero  of  his,  Jofeph ; 
which  might  have  been  interpreted  by  a  ftanfkr-by,  a* 
an  intended  compliment  of  each  to  the  othen 

A  young  Clergyman,  the  fon  of  a  BifliPp  in  Ircl^d^ 
leaving  married  >yithout  the  knowledge  of  his  friends^ 
it  gave  umbrage  to  his  family,  and  his  fgthc^  refufed 
t^  fee  him.  The  Dean  being  in  company  with  him. 
fome  time  after,  faid  he  would  tell. him  a  ftory.  "  When 
I  waj  a  fchooli-boy  at  Kilkenny,  and.  in  the  Ipw^r  fpfiHx 
I  longed  very  much  to  have  a  horfe  of  tny  own  to  ride 
on.  One  day  I  faw  a  poor  man  leading  a  very  mangy.. 
lean  horfe  out  of  the  town  to  kill  him  for  the  fkin<  I 
afkcd  the  man  if  he  would  fell  him,  which  he  re^diljL 
confented  to  upon  my  offering  him  fomewhat  more  than 
the  price  of  the  hide,  which  was  all  the  money  I  had 
in  the  world,  I  immediately  got  on  him,  to  the  great 
envy  of  fome  of  my  fchool-feilows,  and  to  the  ridicule 

of 
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oF  othcrSj  and  rode  him  about  the  town.  The  horlc 
foon  tired  and  laid  down.  As  I  had  no  ftable  to  put 
him  into,  nor  any  money  to  pay  for  hifi  fuftenanee,  I 
*  began  to  find  out  what  a  foolifli  bargain  1  had  madej 
and  cried  heartily  for  the  lofs  of  my  cafh  i  but  the  hoi'fe 
dying  foon  after  upon  the  fpot,  gave  me  fome  relief/* 
To  this  the  young  Clergyman  anfwcred — "  Sir,  your 
ftory  is  very  good,  and  applicable  to  my  cafe  j  I  own  I 
defcrve  fuch  rebukes," — and  then  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears.  The  Dean  made  no  reply,  but  went  the  next 
day  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  prevailed  on  him  to 
give  the  young  Gentleman  a  fmall  living  then  vacant^ 
for  hi^  immediate  fupport ;  and  not  long  after  brought 
about  a  reconciliation  between  his  father  and  him. 

The  following  anecdote  is  given  by  Dr.  Goldfmith, 
In  his  Life  of  Parnell.  The  Scriblerus  Club,  when 
the  Members  were  in  town,  were  fcldom  afunder,  and 
they  often  made  excurfions  together  into  the  country^ 
and  generally  on  foot.  Swift  was  ufually  the  butt  of 
the  company,  and  if  a  trick  was  played,  he  was  always 
the  fufferer.    The  whole  party  once  fet  out  to  walk 

down  to  the  houfc  of  Lord  B about  twelve  miles 

from  town.  As  every  one  agreed  to  make  the  bcft  d( 
his  way.  Swift,  who  was  remarkable  for  walkings  foon 
•left  all  the  reft  behind  j  fully  refolved>  upon  his  arrival, 
to  choofe  the  very  beft  bed  for  himfelf,  as  was  his  cuf- 
tom.  In  the  mean  time,  Parnell  was  determined  to 
prevent  his  intentions  j  and  taking  horfe,  arrived  at 
Lord  B— — *s  by  another  way,  long  before  him.  Ha- 
ving apprifed  his  Lordlhip  of  Swift^s  defign,  it  was  re- 
folvcd  at  any  rate  to  keep  him  out  of  the  houfe  5  but 
how  to  do  this,  was  the  queftion.  Swift  never  had  the 
fmall-pox,  and  was  much  afraid  of  catching  it;  as 
foon,  therefore,  as  he  appeared  ftriding  along  at  fonw 
diftance  from  the  houfe,  one  of  his  Lordlhip*s  fcrvants 
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i^as  difpatchcd,  to  inform  him  that  the  fmall-pox  was 
then  making  great  ravage  in  the  family ;  but  that  there 
was  a  fummcr-houfc  at  the  end  of  the  garden,  with  a 
field-bed  at  his  fervice.  There  the  difappointed  Dean 
was  obliged  to  retire,  and  take  a  cold  fuppcr  that  was 
fent  him,  while  the  reft  were  fcafting  within.  How- 
ever at  laft  they  took  compaffion  on  him  j  and  upon 
his  promifing  never  to  choofe  the  beft  bed  again,  they 
permitted  him  to  make  one  of  the  company. 

During  his  laft  deplorable  ftate,  the  following  cir- 
cumftances  are  all  that  are  recorded.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1741,  his  underftanding  was  fo  much 
impaired,  and  his  paQions  fo  greatly  increafed,  that  he 
was  utterly  incapable  of  converfation.  Strangers  were 
not  permitted  to  approach  him,  and  his  friends  found 
it  necefiary  to  have  guardians  appointed  of  his  perfon 
and  eftatc.  Early  in  the  year  1742,  his  rcafon  was 
wholly  fubverted,  and  his  rage  became  abfolutc  mad- 
nefs.  The  laft  pcrfon  whom  he  knew,  was  Mrs. 
Whitewayi  and  the  fight  of  her,  when  he  knew  her  no 
longer,  threw  him  into  fits  of  rage  fo  violent  and 
dreadful,  that  (he  was  forced  to  leave  him  i  and  the 
only  aft  of  kindnefs  that  remained  in  her  power,  was 
to  call  once  or  twice  a  week  at  the  Deanery,  inquire 
after  his  health,  and  fee  that  proper  care  was  taken  of 
him.  Sometimes  fhe  would  fteai  a  look  at  him  when 
his  back  was  towards  her,  but  did  not  dare  to  venture 
into  his  fi^ht.  He  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  while 
the  fervant  who  brought  him  his  provifions  ftayed  in 
the  room.  His  meat,  which  was  ferved  up  ready  cut, 
he  would  fometimes  fufFer  to  ftand  an  hour  upon  the 
table  before  he  would  touch  it;  and  at  laft  he  would 
cat  it  walkings  for  during  this  miferable  ftate  of  his 
mind,  it  was  his  conftant  cuftom  to  walk  ten  hours  a 
day. 
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In  Oftober  1742,  after  this  phrenzy  had  continued 
fcvcral  months,  his  left  eye  fwclled  to  the  fize  of  an 
egg,  and  the  lid  appeared  to  be  fo  much  inflamed  and 
•  difcoloured^  that  the  furgcon  expeftcd  it  would  mor- 
tify; fevcral  large  boils  alfo  broke  out  on  his  arms  art€ 
his  body.  The  extreme  pain  of  this  tumour  kept  him 
vraking  near  a  month,  and  during  one  week  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  five  perfons  kept  him,  by  mere  force, 
from  tearing  out  his  eyes.  Juft  before  the  tumour  pcr- 
feftly  fubfided,  and  the  pain  left  him,  he  knew  Mrs. 
Whiteway,  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  fpoke  to  her  wirh 
his  former  kindnefs :  that  day,  and  the  following,  he 
knew  his  phyiician  and  furgeon,  and  all  his  family,  and 
appeared' to  have  fo  far  recovered  his  underftanding  and 
tcinpcr,  that  the  furgcon  was  not  without  hopes  he 
might  once  more  enjoy  focicty,  and  be  amufed  with 
the  company  of  his  old  friends.  This  hope,  how* 
ever,  was  but  of  Ihort  duration  ;  for,  a  few  days  after* 
wards,  he  funk  into  a  ftate  of  total  infcnfibility,  flepc 
much,  and  could  nor,  without  great  difficulty,  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  walk  acrofs  the  room.  This  wis  the  eficft 
of  another  bodily  difeafe,  his  brain  being  loaded  with 
water.  Mr.  Stevens,  an  ingenious  Clergyman  of  his 
Chapter,  pronounced  this  to  be  the  cafe  during  his  ill- 
nefs,  and  upon  opening  his  head  it  appeared  that  he 
was  not  miftaken  :  but  though  he  often  intreated  the 
Dean's  friends  and  phyficians  that  his  IkuU  might  be 
trepanned  and  the  water  difcharged,  no  regard  was  paid 
to  his  opinion  or  advice. 

After  the  Dean  had  continufd  filcnt  a  whole  year  in 
this  helplefs  ftate  of  idiocy,  his  houfckecper  went  into 
his  room  on  the  30th  of  November  in  the  morning, 
teUing  him  that  it  was  his  birth-day,  and  that  bonfires 
and  illuminations  were  preparing  to  celebrate  it  as 
ufual  s  to  this  he  immediately  replied — "  It  is  all  folly, 
they  had  better  let  it  alone."  ^ 

D  d  3  Some 
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Some  other  inftances  of  fhort  intervals  of  fenlftiUey 
and  ceafoiif  after  his  madnefs  had  ended  in  ftupor^  feem 
to  prove  that  his  diforder^  whatever  it  was^  h^  not  dc*'* 
ftroyed^  but  only  fufpended  the  powers  of  his  mind* 

^c  was  fomecimes  vifited  by  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  a  re* 
lation>  and  about  Chriftmas,  1743,  he  fecmed  defirous 
to  fpeak  to  him.  Mr.  Swift  then  told  him  he  came  to 
dine  with  him ;  and  Mrs.  Ridgeway  the  houfekeepcr 
immediately  faid,  f^  Won't  you  give  Mr*  Swift  a  glafs 
of  wine.  Sir  ?'*  To  this  he  made  no  anfwer,  but  fliewed 
•he  underftood  the queftion^  by  flirugging  up  his  fhoulders 
as  he  had  been  ufed  to  do  when  he  had  a  mind  a  friend 
fliould  fpend  the  evening  with  him,  and  which  was  as 
much  as  to  fay,  «^  You  will  ruin  me  in  wine."  Soon 
after  he  again  endeavoured,  with  a  good  deal  of  pain, 
to  Bnd  words  -,  but  at  laft,  after  many  efforts,  not  be^ 
ing  able,  he  fetched  a  deep  figh,  and  was  afterwards 
filcnt^  A  few  months  after  this,  upon  his  boufekeeper's 
removing  a  knife,  a$  he  was  going  to  catch  at  it,  he 
fiiruggcd  up  his  fhoulders,  and  faid,  "  I  am  what  I  am  ;*' 
and,  in  about  fix  minutes,  repeated  the  fame  words 
?wo  or  three  times. 

In  the  year  1744,  he  now  and  then  called  his  fervant 
by  his  name,  and  once  attempting  to  Ipeak  to  him,  but 
pot  being  able  to  cxprefs  his  meaning,  be  (hewed  figns 
of  much  uncafinefs,  and  at  laft  faid,  ^*  I  am  a  fool/* 
Once  afterwards,  as  bis  fcrvant  was  taking  away  his 
watch,  he  faid,  "  bring  it  here  j"  and  when  the  fame 
fervapt  was  breaking  a  hard  large  coal,  he  faid^  ^'  that 
U  a  ftone,  you  blockhead." 

From  this  time  he  was  perfeftly  filent  till  the  latter 
end  of  Oftobcr,  1745,  and  then  died  without  the  leaft 
pang  or  cpnvuljBon,  in  the  fcvcnty-cighth  year  of  his 
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Som^  Particulars  concerning  Dr.  Swift.    Taken 
from  Mrs.  Pilkington's  Memoirs. 

TV/TRs.  PiLKiNGTON*s  acquainMncc  with  Dr.  Swift 
^  ^  commenced  from  fending  him  fome  Verfcs  on 
his  Birth-day.  Thefc  the  Dean  received  very  kindly, 
and  faid,  he  would  fee  her  whenever  (he  pleafed. 

A  few  days  after,  fhe  was  introduced  to  the  Dean  in 
Dr.  Delany's  garden  at  Delville,  by  a  gentlewoman. 
He  faluted  her,  and  afked  the  Lady,  if  fhe  was  her 
daughter?  The-  Lady  fmiledy  and  faid,  fhe  was  Mrs. 
Pilkington.  **  What,"  fays  he,  "  this  poor  little  child 
married !  married !  Gold  help  her,  fhe  is  very  early 
engaged  in^  trouble."  The  Dean  engaging  Mr.  Pil- 
kington to  preach  for  him  at  the  Cathedral  next  Sun- 
day in  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Mrs.  Pilkington  was 
charmed  to  fee  with  what  a  becoming  piety  the  Dean 
performed  that  Holy  Service,  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  that  he  wanted  not  the  alilftance  of  the  Li- 
turgy, but  went  quite  through  it,  without  ever  looking 
in  the  book^  He  bowed  at  the  table  s  which  behaviour 
was  cenfured,  as  favouring  of  Popery.  But  this  cir- 
cumftance  may  vindicate  him  from  the  wicked  afpcr* 
fion  of  being  deemed  an  unbeliever,  fince  it  is  plain 
he  had  the  utmoft  reverence  for  the  Eucharift.  Service 
being  ended,  the  Dean  was  furroqnded  at  the  Church- 
door,  by  a  crowd  of  poor  \  to  all  of  whom  he  gave 
charity,  except  an  old  woman,  who  held  out  a  very 
dirty  hand  to  him.  He  told  her  very  gravely,  that 
though  fhe  was  a  beggar,  water  was  not  fo  fcarce  but 
fhe  might  have  waflicd  her  hands.  When  they  came 
to  the  Deanery,  the  Dean  very  kindly  faluted  Mrs. 
Pilkington,  and  without  allowing  her  time  to  fit  down, 
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bad  her  come  and  fee  his  library  -,  but  merrily  told  Mr« 
PilkingtoHj  who  was  for  following  them,  that  he  did 
not  dcfirc  his  company.  "  Well/'  faid  he  to  her,  "  I 
have  brought  you  here  to  fliew  you  all  the  money  I  got 
when  I  was  in  the  Miniftry;  but  don't  ileal  any  of  it," 
^'  I  will  not  indeed,  Sir,"  faid  Ihe.  So  opening  a  ca- 
binet, he  (hewed  her  a  parcel  of  empty  drawers: 
»*  Blcfs  me,"  fays  he,  ♦^  the  money  is  flown."  He 
fhen  opened  his  bureau,  wherein  he  had  a  great  nurn* 
ber  of  curious  trinkets  of  various  kinds,  fome  of  which 
were  prcfented  to  him  by  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Ox- 
ford, Lady  Mafham,  and  Lady  Betty  Germaine.  Ac 
lafl:  coming  to  a  drawer  fllled  with  medals,  he  bade  her 
choofe  two  for  herfelf;  but  he  could  not  help  imiling, 
when  ihe  began  to  poize  them  in  her  bands,  chooiing 
them  by  weight  rather  than  antiquity. 

At  dinner  the  Dean's  behaviour  was  very  humourous. 
He  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  table,  oppofite 
to  a  great  pier  glafs,  fo  that  he  could  fee  in  the  glafs 
whatever  the  fcrvants  did  behind  him.  He  was  fcrved 
entirely  in  plate,  with  great  elegance,  but  the  beef  be-r 
jng  over-roafted,  put  the  company  all  in  confufion. 
The  Dean  called  for  the  cook-maid,  and  ordered  her 
to  take  the  beef  down  ftairs,  and  do  it  Icfs.  She  an- 
fwered  very  innocently,  that  Ihe  could  not.  "  Why, 
what  fort  of  a  creature  arc  you,"  fays  he,  "  to  commit 
a  fault  which  cannot  be  amended  ?"  And  turning  to 
Mrs.  Pilkington,  he  faid  very  gravely,  "  That  he  ho* 
ped,  as  the  cook  was  a  woman  of  genius,  he  ihould, 
by  this  manner  of  arguing,  be  able,  in  about  a  year's 
time,  to  convince  her  ihe  had  better  fend  up  the  meat 
too  little  than  too  much  done ;"  charging  the  men- 
fcrvants,  whenever  they  imagined  the  meat  was  ready, 
they  ihould  take  it,  fpit  and  all,  and  bring  it  up  by 
force,  promifmg  to  aid  theni  in  cafe  th?  cook  refiiled. 

Having 
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Having  aflced  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilkington  if  they  could 
fmokc?  and  being  anfwcrcd,  that  they  did  notj  "It 
is  a  fign,"  faid  he,  "  you  were  neither  of  you  bred  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  j  for  drinking  and  fmoking 
are  the  firft  rudiments  of  learning  taught  there;  and 
in  thofc  two  arts  no  Univerfity  in  Europe  can  outdo 
them."  Having  alked  Mrs.  Pilkington  if  flic  had  any 
faults  ?  "  Pray,  Mr.  Dean,"  faid  Dr.  Delany,  *'  why 
will  you  be  fo  unpolite  as  to  fuppofc  Mrs.  Pilkington 
has  any  faults?"  "I'll  tell  you,"  replied  the  Dean; 
*'  whenever  I  fee  a  number  of  agreeable  qualities  in 
any  perfon,  I  am  always  fure  they  have  bad  ones  fuffi- 
cient  to  poize  the  fcale."  Mrs.  Pilkington  bowed,  and 
told  him,  he  did  her  great  honour  j  in  that  copying 
Bi(hop  Berkeley,  whom  (he  had  frequently  heard  dc« 
^kre,  that  when  any  fpeech  was  made  to  him,  which 
might  be  conftrued  either  into  a  compliment  or  an  af- 
front, or  that  had  two  handles,  he  always  took  hold  of 
the  beft. 

The  Dean  then  aflced  Mrs.  Pilkington,  if  flie  were  a 
Queen,  what  fhe  would  choofe  to  have  after  dinner? 
She  anfwered,  ''  your  converfation,  -Sir."  "  Pooh," 
<'  faid  he,  <*  I  mean,  what  rtfgaTe."  '*  A  difli  of  cof* 
fee,  Sir,"  anfwered  flic.  "  Why  then,"  faid  he,  «  I 
will  fo  far  make  you  as  happy  as  a  Queen;  you  fliall 
iiave  fome  in  perfedlion :  for,  when  I  was  Chaplain  to 
ihc  Earl  of  Berkeley,  who  was  in  the  government  here, 
I^as  fo  poor,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  a  coffee  houfe, 
and  all  the  Nobility  refortcd  to  it  to  talk  treafon."  The 
Dean  then  fct  about  making  the  coffee :  but  the  fire 
fcorching  his  hand,  he  called  to  Mrs.  Pilkington  to 
reach  him  his  glove  j  and  changing  the  coffee-pot  to 
his  left  hand,  held  out  his  right  one,  ordering  her  to 
put  the  glove  on  it;  which  accordingly  flic  did;  when 
taking  up  part  of  his  gown  to  fan  bimfclf  with,  and 

acting 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


410  THE    LIFE    OF 

a£ting  in  chtraftcr  of  a  prudilh  Lady,  he  faid,  "Wcll^ 
1  don't  know  what  to  think  -,  women  may  be  honeft 
that  do  fuch  things;  but,  for  my  part,  1  never  could 
bear  to  touch  any  man's  flclh— except  my  hulband'si 
whom,  perhaps,"  (faid  he),  "  ihc  wiihed  at  the  Devil/' 

«  Mr.  Pilkington,'*  faid  he,  «*  you  would  hot  tell 
sne  your  wife's  faults  j  but  I  have  found  her  out  to  be 
a  d— — n'd  infoient,  proud,  unmannerly  flut/'  "  What 
hath  (he  done  now  ?"  faid  Mr.  Pilkington.  **  Done," 
•faid  the  Dean;  "why  nothing  but  fat  there  quietly, 
and  never  once  offered  to  interrupt  me  in  making  the 
coflfee ;  whereas  a  Lady  of  modern  good  breeding  would 
have  ftruggled  with  me  for  the  coffee-pot,  until  (he  had 
made  me  fcald  myfelf  and  her,  and  made  me  throw  the 
coffee  in  the  fire,  or  peiliaps  at  her  h^ad,,  rather  than 
permit  me  to  take  fo  much  trouble  for  her/* 

Mrs.  Pilkington  (laid  at  home  with  the  Dean  during 
the  time  of  the  afternoon's  fervice ;  and  he  made  her 
read  his  Hiftory  of  the  lad  SefTion  of  Parliament,  and 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  written  at  Windfor  in  171 3,  a(k- 
ing  hct  at  the  conclufion  of  every  period,  whether  (he 
underftood  tt  ?  "  for  I  would,"  (aid  he,  "  have  it  in^ 
telligible  to  the  meaneft  capacity ;  and,  if  you  com- 
prehend it,  it  is  poffible  every  body  may." 

She  accompanied  the  Dean  to  Evening  prayer ;  and 
on  their  return  to  the  Deanery,  he  told  Mr.  and  Mrs« 
Pilkington,  that  he  gave  them  leave  to  (tay  to  fupper ; 
which  from  him  was  a  fufficient  invitation.  The  Dean 
then  decanted  a  bottle  of  wines  ^nd  the  laft  glafs  be- 
ing muddy,  he  called  to  Mr.  Pilkington  to  drink  it; 
**  for,"  faid  he,  "  I  always  keep  fomc  poor  parfon  to 
drink  the  foul  wine  for  me/'  Mr.  Pilkington  entering 
into  his  humour,  thanked  him,  and  told  him,  he  did 
not  know  the  difference,  but  was  glad  to  get  a  glafs  of 
^ine  at  any  ratc<,  **  Why  then,"  faid  the  Pean,  "  you 
5  (han't  i^ 
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fliant^  for  Til  drink  it  myfclf.  Why  p— x  take  you, 
you  are  wifer  than  a  paltry  Curate  whom  I  aiked  to 
dine  with  me  a  few  days  ago ;  for,  upon  my  making 
the  fame  fpeech  to  him,  he  told  me  he  did  not  under- 
lland  fuch  ufage;  and  fo  walked  off  without  his  din<« 
ner.  By  the  fame  token,  I  told  the  gentleman  who  re- 
commended him  to  me,  that  the  fellow  was  a  block- 
head, and  I  had  done  with  him." 

The  Diean  then  miffing  his  golden  botde-fcrcw,  told 
Mrs.  Pilkington  very  ftcrnly,  he  was  furc  (he  had  ftolcn 
it.  She  affirmed  very  ferioufly,  fhe  had  noL  Upoa 
which  he  looked  for  it,  and  found  it  where  he  himfelf 
had  laid  it :  **  It  is  well  for  you,"  -faid  he,  "  that  I 
have  got  it,  or  I  would  have  charged  you  with  theft/* 
*'  Why,  pray.  Sir,''  faid  (he,  «  Ihould  I  be  fufpefied 
more  than  any  other  perfon  in  the  company  ?**  "  For  a 
very  good  reafon,"  faid  he,  **  becaufe  you  are  the 
pooreft/* 

At  their  going  away,  the  Dean  handed  Mrs.  PiU 
kington  down  all  the  fteps  to  the  coach,  thanking  them, 
for  the  honour  of  their  company,  at  the  fame  time 
flipping  into  her  hand  as  much  money  as  Mr.  Pilking'^ 
ton  and  (he  had  given  at  the  offering  in  the  morning, 
and  coach-hire  alfo  i  which  fbe  durfl:  not  refufe,  left 
Ihe  fhould  have  been  deemed  as  great  a  blockhead  as 
the  parfon  who  refufed  thick  wine. 

In  one  of  the  Dean*s  periodical  fits  of  deafnefs,  he 
fcnt  for  Mrs.  Pilkington  ;  who  having  come,  he  brought 
out  a  large  book,  finely  bound  in  Turkey  leather,  and 
bandfomely  gilt:  "  This,**  faid  he,  "  is  the  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Epiftles  of  Horace,  a  prefent  to  me  from 
the  Author ;  it  is  a  fpecial  good  cover ;.  but  I  have  a 
mind  there  Ihould  be  fomething  valuable  within  fide 
of  it.'*  So,  taking  out  his  peo-knife,  he  cut  out  all 
the  leaves  cjofe  to  the  inner  margin,    "  Now,**  faid 
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hty  "  I  will  give  thefe  what  they  greatly  want ;"  and 
put  them  all  into  the  fire.  **  Your  talk,  Madam,  is 
to  pafte  in  thefe  letters,  in  this  cover,  in  the  order  I 
(hall  give  them  to  you  :  I  intended  to  do  it  myfclf,  but 
that  I  thought  it  might  be  a  pretty  amufement  for  a 
child  i  fo  I  fent  for  you/*  She  told  him,  flic  was  ex* 
tremely  proud  to  be  honoured  with  his  commands ; 
but  requefted.  to  have  leave  to  read  the  letters  as  flic 
went  on.  "Why/*  faid  the  Dean,  "provided  you 
will  acknowledge  yourfclf  amply  rewarded  for  your 
trouble,  I  do  not  much  care  if  I  indulge  you  fo  far.** 

In  reading  the  letters,  flie  could  not  avoid  remark- 
ing to  the  Dean,  that  notwithftanding  the  fricndfliip 
Mr.  Pope  profeflcd  for  Mr.  Gay,  he  could  not  forbear 
a  great  many  fatirical,  or,  if  Die  might  be  allowed  to 
fay  fo,  envious  remarks  on  the  fucccfs  of  the  Beggar*s 
Opera  *.  The  Dean  very  frankly  owned,  he  did  not 
think  Mn  Pope  was  fo  candid  to  the  merit  of  other 
Writers  as  he  ought  to  be.  She  then  ventured  to  aflc 
the  Dean,  whether  he  thought  the  lines  Mr.  Pope  ad- 
dreflcd  him  with  in  the  beginning  of  the  Dunciad, 
were  any  compliment  to  him  ?  viz.. 

O  thou !  whatever  title  pleafe  thine  car. 

"  I  believe,**  faid  he,  "  they  were  meant  as  fuch, 
but  they  are  very  ftifF."  "Indeed,  Sir,"  faid  flie,  he 
is  fo  perfcftly  a  matter  of  harmonious  numbers,  that 
had  his  heart  been  the  leaft  afFefted  with  his  fubjeft,  he 
muft  have  writ  better.  How  cold,  how  forced,  arc  his 
lines  to  you,  compared  with  your's  to  him ! 

Hail,  happy  Pope !  whofc  generous  mind,  6ff . 

*  All  this  account  of  Pope,  and  his  letters  relative  to  Gay,  is  pure 
iDvention ;  he  had  refufed  to  give  any  countenance  to  this  abandoned 
woman  in  the  fubfcription  for  her  Poemsj  and  (his  was  the  method  ihe 
took  of  avenging  herfelf* 

Here 
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♦Here  we-  fee  the  mafterly  Poet,  and  the  w«arm,  fincerer, 
generous  friend  j  while  he,  according  to  the  charaftcr 
he  gives  of  Mr.  Addifon,  daimis  with  faint  praife. — 
"  Well,"  replied  the  Dean,  "  Til  Ibcw  you  a  late  letter 
of  his."  He  did  fo ;  and  Mrs.  Pilkington  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  it  filled  with  low  and  un-gentleman-likc 
rcfleftions,  both  on  Mr.  Gay,  and  the  two  noble  per- 
fons  who  honoured  him  with  their  patronage  after  his 
difappointment  at  Court.  "Well,  Madam,"  faid  the 
.Dean,  "  what  do  you  think  of  that  letter  ?•"  (feeing  (he 
had  gone  quite  through  it.)  "  Indeed,  Sir,"  replied 
flie,  "  I  am  forry  I  have  read  it;  for  it  gives  me  reafoa 
to  think  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fincere  friend  to  be 
met  with  in  the  world."—"  Why,"  replied  he,  "  Au- 
thors  are  as  jealous  of  their  prerogative  as  Kings  ;  and 
can  no  more  bear  a  rival  in  the  empire  of  wit,  than  a 
Monarch  could  in  his  dominions."  Mrs.  Filjcingtan 
then  obferving  a  Latin  fcntence  writ  in  Italics,  dcfired 
the  Dean  to  explain  it.  "  No,"  replied  h^',  fmiling, 
**  rU  leave  that  for  your  hufband  to  do.  Til  fend  for 
him  to  dine  with  us,  and  in  the  mean  time  we'll  go  and 
take  a  walk  in  Naboth's  Vineyard." — '«'  Where  may 
that  be.  Sir?"  faid  (he.  "  Why,  a  garden,"  faid  the 
Dean,  "I  cheated  one  of  my  neighbours  out  of.*' 
When  they  entered  the  garden,  or  rather  the  field, 
which  was  fquare,  and  enclofed  with  a  ftone  wall,  the 
Dean  afked  her,  how  (he  liked  it  ?  "  Why,  pray.  Sir," 
faid  (he,  "  where  is  the  garden  ?"  "  Look  behind  you," 
faid  he.  She  did  fo ;  and  obferved  the  South  wall  was 
lined  with  brick,  and  a  great  number  of  fruit-trees 
planted  againft  it,  which  being  then  in  bloiTom,  look* 
cd  very  beautiful.  "  What  are  you  fo  intent  on  ?" 
faid  the  Dean.  "  The  opening  bloom,*'  replied  Ihej 
which  brought  Waller's  lines  to  her  remembrance, 

Hope  waits  upon  the  flowVy  Prime. 

"  Oh !" 
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^  Oh  ?•  replied  he,  **  f on  arc  in  a  poetical  vein  i  1 
thought  you  had  been  cakmg  notice  of  my  waH  It  is 
the  beft  in  Ireland.  When  the  mafons  were  building 
it^  (as  moft  tradefmen  are  rogaes)>  I  watched  them 
very  cIofe»  and  as  often  as  they  could^  they  put  in  a 
rotten  ftone ;  of  which  however  I  took  no  notice,  un- 
til they  had  built  three  or  four  perches  beyond  it. 
Now,  as  I  am  an  abfolute  Monarch  in  the  Liberties, 
and  King  of  the  Rabble,  my  way  with  them  was,  to 
have  the  wall  thrown  down  to  the  place  where  I  obfer- 
ved  the  rotten  ftone  -,  and,  by  doing  fo  five  or  fix  timcs^ 
the  workmen  were  at  laft  convinced  it  was  their  intcrefl 
10  be  honeft ;"— "  or  clfc.  Sir,**  faid  Mrs.  Pilkington, 
*^  your  wall  would  have  been  as  tedious  a  piece  of 
work  as  Penelope's  web,  if  all  that  was  done  in  the  day 
vas  to  be  undone  at  night.*'  "  Well,'*  anfwered  the 
Dean,  •*  I  find  you  have  poetry  for  every  occafion ;  but 
as  you  cannot  keep  pace  with  me  in  walking,  I  would 
iiave  you  fit  down  on  that  little  bank,  *till  you  aro 
refted,  or  I  tired,  to  put  us  more  upon  a  par.'* 

She  fcated  hcrfelf,  and  away  the  Dean  walked,  or 
rather  trotted  as  hard  as  ever  be  could  drive.  She 
could  not^help  fmiling  at  his  odd  gait;  for  Ihe  thought 
to  herfelf,  he  had  written  fo  much  in  praife  of  horfcs, 
^hat  he  was  refolvcd  to  imitate  them  as  nearly  as  he 
could.  As  (he  was  indulging  this  fancy,  the  Dean  re- 
turned to  her,  and  gave  her  a  ftrong  confirmation  of 
his  partiality  to  thofe  animals."  "  I  have  been  confider- 
ing,  Madam,  as  I  walked,"  faid  he,  "  what  a  fool  Mr. 
Pilkington  was  to  marry  you  j  for  he  could  have  af- 
forded to  keep  a  horfe  for  lefs  money  than  you  coft 
him  J  and  that  you  muft  confcfs,  would  have  given 
him  better  exercife  and  more  pleafurc  than  a  wife—* 
Why,  you  laugh,  and  don'c  anfwer  me — is  it  not 
truth  ?'*—**  I  muft  anfwer  you.  Sir"  replied  flic,  "  with 

another 
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another  queftion :  Pray  how  can  a  batchelor  judge  <rf' 
this  matter  ?  **  1  find/*  faid  he,  ^«  you  arc  rain  enougk 
to  give  yourfelf  the  preference.**  *<  I  do,  Sir/*  re- 
plied (h^  *' to  that  fpecics  here;  fo  a  Houynhnm  I 
would,  as  beconies  me,  give  preference.  But,  Sir,  h 
h  going  to  rain.** — "  I  hope  not,**  faid  he,  "  for  that 
will  coft  mt  fix^pence  for  a  coach  for  you,**  (the  garden 
being  at  fiwnc  diftancc  from  the  houfe.)  *•  Come^ 
hafte )  O  how  the  tcfter  trembles  in  my  pocket!  **  She 
obeyed  j  and  they  got  Iu>me  ju(f  time  enough  to  efcape 
a  heavy  ihower.  "  Tbaivfc  God,**  faid  the  Dean,  '*  I 
have  faved  my  money.  Here,  you  fellow,  (co  the  fer- 
vant)  carry  thia  flx-pence  to  the  lame  o)d  man  that  Mh 
gingerbread  at  the  corner,  becaufe  he  trfe»  to  do  fomc- 
thing,  and  docs  not  beg.** 

Mrs.  PiJkington  was  Ihewed  into  a  Ymlt  ftreet-par- 
lour,  in  which  was  Mrs.  Brent,  his  houfe-keeper. 
^  Here,**  fays  he,  "  Mrs.  Brent,  take  care  of  this 
child,  white  1  take  my  walk  out  within  doors.**  The 
Dean  then  ran  up  the  great  ftairs,  down  one  pair  of 
back-ftairs,  up  another,  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that 
Mrs.  Pilkington  could  not  help  escpreflSng  her  uneafi- 
oefs  to  Mrs.  Brent,  left  he  fliould  fall  and  be  hurrecf. 
Mrs.  Brent  faid,  it  was  a  cuftomary  oierdfc  with  him^ 
when  the  weather  did  not  permit  him  to  walk  abroad. 

Mrs.  Brent  then  told  Mrs.  Pilkington  of  the  Dean*a 
charity  5  of  his  giving  about  half  of  his  yearly  income 
in  private  penfions  to  decayed  families;  and  keeping 
five  hundred  pounds  in  the  conftapt  fervicc  of  induf- 
trious  poor,  which  he  lent  out  five  pounds  at  a  time, 
and  toot  the  payntent  back  at  two  (hillings  a-week; 
which,  fhe  obferved,  did  them  more  fervice  than  if  he 
gavq  it  to  them  entirely,  as  it  obliged  them  to  work, 
and  at  the  fame  time  kept  up  thia  charitable  fund  for 
the  afDftancc  of  many,    "  Tou.  cannot  imagine,**  faid 
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flic,  t\^hat  numbers  of  poor  tradcfmcn,  who  have  even 
wanted  proper  tools  to  carry  on  their  work,  have,  by 
this  fcnall  loan,  been  put  into  a  profperous  way,  and 
brought  up  their  families  in  credit.  The  Dean,"  added 
ihe,  '<  hath  found  out  a  new  method  of  being  chari- 
table, in  which,  however,  I  believe,  he  will  have  but 
few  followers,  which  is,  to  debar  himfelf  of  what  he 
calls  fuperfluities  of  life,  in  order  to  adminifler  to  the 
neceflities  of  the  diftrefled.  You  juft  now  faw  an  in- 
ftance  of  it  j  the  money  a  coach  would  have  coft  him, 
he  gave  to  a  poor  man  unable  to  walk.  When  he  dines 
alone,  he  drinks  a  pint  of  beer,  and  gives  away  the 
price  of  a  pint  of  wine.  And  thus  he  afts  in  number^ 
lefs  inftances/* 

The  Dean  came  to  dine  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilking- 
ton  at  the  Lilliputian  Palace,  as  he  called  it ;  and  who 
could  have  thought  it  ?  He  juft  looked  into  the  parlour, 
and  ran  up  into  the  garret,  then  into  Mrs.  Pilkington*s 
bed-chamber  and  library,  and  from  thence  down  to 
the  kitchen;  and  the  houfc  being  very  clean,  he  com- 
plimented her  upon  it,  and  told  her,  that  was  his  cuf- 
tom  ;  and  that  it  was  from  the  cleanlinefs  of  the  garret 
and  kitchen,  he  judged  of  the  good  houfcwifery  of 
the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe ;  for  no  doubt  but  a  flut  may 
have  the  room  clean  where  the  guefts  are  to  be  enter- 
tained. 

He  was  fomctimes  very  free,  even  to  his  fuperiors; 
of  which  the  following  ftory,  related  to  Mrs.  Pilking- 
ton  by  himfelf,  may  ferve  as  one  inftance  amongft  a 
thoufand  others. 

The  laft  time  he  was  in  London,  he  went  to  dine 
with  the  Earl  of  Burlington,  who  was  then  but  newly 
married.  The  Earl  being  willing,  'tis  fuppofcd,  to 
have  fome  diverfion,  did  not  introduce  him  to  his  Lady, 
nor  mention  his  name.    After  dinner,  (aid  the  Dean, 

"  Lady 
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^'  Lady  Burlingtonj  I  hear  you  can  fing  $  fing  me  a 
fong,"  The  Lady  looked  on  this  unceremonious  manr 
ncr  of  aflcing  a  favour  with  diftafte,  and  pofitivcly  rc- 
fufed  hinfi.  He  faid,  flic  ftiould  fing,  or  he  would 
make  her.  **  Why,  Madam,  I  fuppofe  you  take  me 
for  one  of  your  poor  Englifti  hedge  parfons  -,  fing  when 
I  bid  you,**  As  the  Earl  did  nothing  bur  laugh  at  this 
freedom,  the  Lady  was  fo  vexed,  that  flie  burft  into 
tears,  and  retired. 

His  flrft  compliment  to  her  when  he  fawher  again, 
was,  "  Pray,  Madam,  are  you  as  proud  and  as  ill-na- 
tured now,  as  when  I  faw  you  laft  ?"  To  which  (he  an- 
fwered  with  great  good  humour,  **  No,  Mr.  Dean ;  Til 
fing  for  you,  if  you  pleafe."  From  which  time  he  con- 
ceived great  cfteem  for  her.  But  who  that  knew  him 
would  take  offence  at  his  bluntnefs  ? 

He  was  a  perpetual  friend  to  merit  and  learning; 
and  utterly  incapable  of  envy  ;  for  in  true  genuine  wit, 
he  could  fear  no  rival. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  where  great  talents 
are  beftowed,  there  the  ftrongeft  paflions  arc  likewife 
given.  This  great  man  fomctimes  let  them  have  do- 
minion over  him,  and  that  on  trifling  occafions,  efpc- 
cially  at  meal-times :  however,  when  the  cloth  was  ta- 
ken away,  he  made  his  guefts  rich  amends  for  any  paiA 
he  had  given  them.     For  then. 

Was  truly  mingled  in  the  friendly  bowl. 
The  feafl:  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul. 

Popi. 

Yet  he  preferved  drift  temperance :  for  he  never  drank 
above  half  a  pint  of  wine^  in  every  glaft  of  which  he 
mixed  water  and  fugar:  yet,  if  he  liked  his  com^ 
pany,  would  fit  many  hours  over  it,  unlocking  all  the 
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fprings  of  policy^  learning,  true  humour,  and 
ttblc  wit. 

The  following  (lory  the  Dean  told  to  Mr^.  Pilki 
ion. 

A  Clergyman  *,  who  was  a  moft  learned  fine  gctt 
man,  but,  under  the  fofteft  and  potiteft  appearam 
concealed  the  aioft  turbulent  ambition,  havingr  rm 
his  nnerit  as  a  preacher  too  eminent  to  be  overlooki 
had  it  early  rewarded  with  a  micre.  Dr.  Swift  weadj 
congratulate  him  on  it ;  but  told  him,  be  hopcdy  as 
Lordihip  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  now  a  CA 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  he  would  employ  his  powei 
elocution  in  the  fervice  of  his  diftre0ed  country.  Tlj 
Prelate  told  him,  the  Bilhoprick  was  but  a  very  fm^ 
one,  and  he  could  not  hope  for  a  better,  if  he  did 
oblige  the  Court.  "  Very  well,"  fays  Swift,  "  then 
i%  to  be  hoped,  when  you  have  a  better,  you  will  bc^ 
come  an  honed  man/'  ^^  Aye,  that  I  will,  Mr.  Dean/ 
fays  he.  "  'Till  then,  my  Lord,  farewell,"  anfwered 
Swift.  This  Prelate  was  twice  tranflated  to  richer 
Sees ;  and,  on  every  tranflation.  Dr.  Swifc  waited  on 
•him  to  remind  him  of  his  ppmife ;  but  to  no  pur- 
pofes  there  was  now  an  ArcHbiflioprick  in  view,  and 
till  that  was  obtained,  nothing  could  be  done.  Hal- 
ving in  a  (hort  time  like  wife  got  this,  he  then  w^ted 
on  the  Dean,  and  told  him,  ''  I  am  now  at  the  top  of 
my  preferment  ^  (or  I  well  know  that  no  Irifbman  will 
ever  be  made  Primate ;  therefore  as  I  can  rife  no  higher 
in  fortune  or  (lation,  1  will  zeaioufly  promote  the  good 
of  my  country/'  And  from  that  time  became  a  moft 
2ealous  Patriot. 

*  Dr.  Theophilufi  Bolton »  promoter!  to  the  Biihoprick  of  Clonfert, 
trandated  from  thence  to  Elphin,  and  afterwards  to  the  Archhilhoprkfc 
of  CaMl. 

CON. 
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CONCLUSION, 


FROM  the  foregoing  Memoirs  may  be  drawn  the 
true  charaftcr  of  Swift;  not  on  the  flendcr  ground  of 
opinion^  but  the  folid  foundation  of  fads. 

He  wasj  from  his  earlieft  days,  as  he  defcftbcs  him- 
felf  in  one  of  his  poemsf 

AddiRed  to  no  fort  of  via. 

Wine^  womeni  and  gaming,  the  three  great  feducefs 
tff  youth,  had  never  the  leaft  influence  over  him.  He 
has  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that  he  nerer  was  drank  \a 
his  fife :  there  have  been  ftrong  reafons  afligned  for  fufi* 
pofing  that  he  never  had  any  criminal  commerce  wicti 
the  fair  fex:  and  though  for  a  ihort  time,  during  his 
ihefidence  in  London,  he  fell  in  with  the  fafliion  of  pity- 
ing for  trifles,  yet  he  wholly  left  it  ofi^  when  he  ap^ 
peared  in  Ireland  in  the  charaAer  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's. 

Virtus  eft  vitium  fugtre^^ 

is  an  old  adage ;  and  the  bofom  that  is  free  from  Vjc^» 
is  finely  prepared  for  the  reception  of  Virtue,  The  foil 
in  which  no  weeds  iprout  up,  will  reward  the  cultivator 
with  plenteous  crops  of  ufeful  grain.  Accordingly  we 
find,  from  his  firft  appearance  in  the  world,  he  was  poT* 
fefled  of  three  of  the  Cardinal  Virtues,  Juftice,  Tem- 
perance, and  Fortitude,  in  an  eminent  degree.  H!a 
prudence,  indeed,  with  regard  to  worldly  views,  might 
often  be  called  in  queftion  \  and  fbmerimes  he  might  be 
hurried  away  from  liftening  to  her  fob^r  dilates,  by  the 
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impctuofity  of  a  warm  imagination^  or  allured  by  the 
fportivcncfs  of  fancy :  yet  on  all  important  occafions, 
he  fhewed  that  he  had  no  common  Ihare  of  that  virtue» 
fo  neccflary  to  the  right  direftion  of  all  the  others.  In 
the  prafticc  of  thcfe  higher  virtues,  did  he  conftandy 
live,  even  with  a  floical  fe verity  i  and  none  of  the  grrat 
charafters  of  antiquity,  were>  on  that  account,  more 
entitled  to  our  efteem  and  admiration. 

But  to  conciliate  the  good-will  and  love  of  mankind, 
qualities  of  a  gentler  fort  are  neceflary,  the  virtues  of 
humanity  J  fuch  as  fiiendfliip,  liberality,  charity,  good- 
nature, &r.  all  which  he  was  known  to  pofiefs  in  a  high 
degree  by  his  intimate  friends,  though  an  oppofite  cha- 
rafter  of  him  prevailed  in  the  world.  1  have  already 
accounted  for  this  in  the  Preface,  from  a  peculiar  ^afl: 
of  his  mind,  which  made  him  not  only  conceal  tbcfe 
qualities  from  the  public  eye,  but  often  difguile  them 
under  the  appearance  of  their  contraries.  I  fhall  now 
Ihcw  how  this  peculiarity  fir  ft  grew  upon  him.  Wc 
have  {already  feen  during  what  a  length  of  years  his 

•proud  fplrit  groaned  under  a  ftatc  of  dependance  on 
his  relations  for  a  fcanty  and  precarious  fupport.  Up- 
on enquiring  into  the  hiftory  of  his  progenitors,  he 
found  that  his  grandfather  had  been  reduced  from  a 
ftatc  of  affluence,  to  extreme  poverty,  by  the  moft 
cruel  perfecution  of  <hc  Fanatics  in  the  time  of  Crom- 
well.     To  this  he  imputed  all  his   own  fufferings,  as 

,well  as  thofe  of  his  family  j  which  fixed  fuch  a  rooted 
hatred  in  him  to  them  and  their  principles,  as  he  took 
every  opportunity  of  manifefting  by  his  writings,  when- 
ever occafton  offered,  during  the  whole  caurfe  of  hb 
life.  This  it  was  which  gave  him  fuch  a  deteftation  of 
hypocrify,  a  vice  generally  laid  to  their  charge,  as  to 
make  him  run  into  the  oppofite  extreme.  In  which  rc-^ 
fpcft  he  was  certainly  highly  blameable,  as  he  wasbim- 
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fdf  a  teacher  of  that  religion,  which  enjoins  its  pro- 
feflbrsto  Let  their  light  fo  Jbine  before  men^    that  they 
tmgbt  fee  their  good  works.  Sec.     Efpcciallyras  he  flood 
in  fo  confpicuous  a  point  of  view,  from  the  fuperiority 
of^his  talents,  that  his  example  might  have  been  of  the  . 
greateft  benefit,  towards  fupporting  the  caufe  of  reli- 
gion and  virtue;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  infidelity  and  : 
vice  gloried  not  a  little,  on  the  fuppofcd  enliftment  of 
fo   great  a   name  under  their   banner.     It   was   this 
ftrangely  affumed  charafter,  this  new  fpecies  of  bypo^. 
crify  reverfedy   as  Lord  Bolingbroke  juftly  terrped  it, 
which  prevented  his  appearing  in  that  amiable  light, 
to  which  he  was  entitled  from  the  benevolence  of  his  • 
heart,  except  to  a  chofen  few.     In  his  fricndfliips  he 
was  warm,  zealous,  conftanc :    and  perhaps  no  man 
ever  contrafted  fuch  a  number  with  fo  judicious  and  ' 
happy  a  feleftion.     We  find  him  every  where  extolled 
for  his  pre-eminence  in  this  firft  and  rar^ft  of  virtues, 
by  his  numerous  corrcfpondents  j  among  whom  were 
many  the  moft  diftinguiflicd  of  thatage  for  talents  and 
worth.     Mr.  Pope,  in  his  Preface  to  Homer,  acknow- 
ledges in  the  ftrongcft  terms  his  obligation  to  him  for 
his  uncommon  zeal  in  promoting  the  fubfcription  to 
that  work :  and  well  he  might,  as  there  is  good  reafon 
tt)  believe  that  the  fum  procured  by  his  folicitation  was 
not  lefs  than  a  thoufand  pounds.     We  have  fcen  with' 
what  ardour  he  engaged  in  a  fimilar  office  for  his  friend 
Prior  J  for  though  he  had  at  that  time  little  intercft  jn 
Ireland,  yet,  by  the  utmoft  exertion  of  that  little,  he 
remitted  to  him  between  two  and  three  hundred  pounds, 
colleded  by  him  for  fubfcriptions  to  his  Works ;  as  ap« 
peirs  by  receipts  in  my  poflclBon.     Many  inltances  qf 
a  fimilar  kind  hav^  been  cafually  brought  to  light,  in 
fpite  of  his  endeavours   to  conceal   them.     His  con- 
ftancy  in  friendihip  was  fuch,  that  he  was  never  known 
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to  break  any  cmneftton  of  that  fort^  till  his  fiucuktes 
were  impaired  in  the  decline  of  life,  except  in  the  ctfe 
of  Steele  i  wherein  he  was  perfeftly  juftified  from  the 
ingratitude  and  infolenee  of  his  behaviour  towards  biai# 
Iifdeed  his  notions  of  friendship  were  fo  eraU<d|  that 
he  wiihed  it  might  not  be  confined  to  the  prefent  life; 
for  he  fijys  in  one  qf  his  letters  to  Pope,-^*  I  hxv« 
often  wifhed   that  God  Almighty  would  be  fo  eafy  to 
fhe  weaknefs  of  nnankindj  as  to  let  old  friends  be  ac* 
quainccd  in  another  ftate ;    and   if  1  were  to  write  z 
titopia  for  I^eaven,  that  woyld  be  one  of  my  fchemes^'^ 
To  his  good-nature  arid  tendernefs  of  hearty  many 
tefti monies  have  been  given  by  thofe  who  bed  knew 
him,  in  the  feveral  quotations  i^lready  made  front)  th« 
letters  of  Addifon,  Pope,  Arbpthnot,  Gay,  and  many 
others,    Addifon  in  particular  fsiys,  that  he  honoMtedl 
^im  more  for  that  one  good  quality,  than  all  his  more 
Ihining  talents*    Captain  Charlton,  in  his  letter  to  him^ 
fays^  '*  I  am  fenfible  how  intruding  it  may  9pptw  ifi 
me  to  trouble  you  with  lyhat  1  think  i  but  you  have  an 
ILinlucky  quality,  whiph  cxpofes  you  to  the  forwardnef* 
of  thofe  that  love  you  i  1  mean  g^od-naturt.     From 
which,  tbpugb  J  did  net  always  JuffiS  ^0u  guilty  9f  iV,  I 
now  promtfe  myfclf  an  eafy  pardon."    I  have  here 
quoted  thi«  paflfage,  the  rather,  b^caufe  the  lattef  part 
pf  it  is  a  confirmation  of  what  I  have  advanced  witlf 
fegard  to  ^he  pains  he  took  to  hide  thofe  good  quaHtiea 
he  poffcffcd,  which  were  difcoyerable  only  on  a  clofef 
intimacy.    But  as  the  quality  p(  good  nature  is  that 
part  of  his  charadcr  Ip^ft  likely  tp  gain  credit,  on  ac^ 
pount  of  the  general  prevalence  pf  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, }  {h9,\\  here  enumerate  fome  of  the  mow  ibikiog 
inftances  of  his  great  fenCbility  and  tendernefs  of  hearty 
which  have  been  difperfed  in  different  parts  of  thia 
yr<)rl(.    pf  (his  the  oioft  v^cquivoc^l  proofs  have  been 
a  ^iycQ 
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given  in  his  letters  to  Stella,  giving  an  account  of  tht 
ftafabing  of  Mr.  Harley  by  Guifcard :  in  his  behavioul- 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilroi),  on  the  fatal  event  of  her 
Lord's  death :  in  his  affcAing  account  of  the  illnefs  and 
death  of  poor  Harrifon  :  in  his  weeping  at  the  funtr^tl 
of  his  fervant  Magee:  in  his  burfting  into  tears  upon 
feeing  the  furniture  taken  down  in  Dr.  Sheridan's  par^ 
}our  previous  to  his  removal  into  the  country  :  in  all 
his  letters  to  the  Do6bor  when  Stella's  life  wasdefpaired 
of:  and  in  all  the  tender  expredlons  of  the  warmr ft  af« 
fe£tion  difperfed  throughout  his  Journal  to  Stella, 
ivhich  are  manifeftly  the  tffuOons  of  a  moft  feeling 
heart.  Many  more  inftances,  were  it  neceHary^  might 
be  adduced  to  the  fame  eiFed,  but  I  fliall  add  only 
one,  from  an  authority  which  cannot  be  doubted  s  I 
mean  Mifs  Vanhomrigh*s.  Who,  in  the  midft  of  that 
bitternefs  of  foul  occafioned  by  his  great  negle&  of 
her,  begins  one  of  her  letters  in  the  following  man- 
ner. *^  Believe  me  it  is  with  the  utmoft  regret  that  I 
now  complain  to  you,  beeauje  I  know  your  good  nainre 
/ucb,  that  you  cannot  Jet  any  human  creature  miferablt^ 
without  being  fenfihly  touched. 

Nor  was  it  in  thefe  articles  only  that  the  world  were 
io  miftaken  in  his  character ;  from  the  fame  caufe  pro- 
ceeded many  other  charges  againft  him,  all  equally  ill 
founded.  He  has  been  reprcfentcd  as  a  man  of  great 
ambition,  pride,  avarice,  and"  mifanthropy.  Now  let 
us  fee  what  foundation  there  was  for  any  of  thefe  charges. 
And  firft  as  to  ambition. 

This  is  generally  confldered  as  fo  powerful  a  paifiont 
that  it  impels  thofe  who  are  under  its  dominion,  to  feek 
its  gratification  by  all  means,  juft  or. unjuft.  From 
this  fpecies  of  ambition,  never  mortal  was  more  free' 
than  Swift.  How  little  he  was  inclined  to  make  uie 
rren  ^  the  Mnnnon  allowable  modes  of  rifing  in  the 
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world,  or  to  gain  preferment  by  any  felicitation  on  bis 
part,  nnay  be  fcen  by  the  followiRg  extrafls  from  his 
letters  to  the  ArchbilKop  of  Dublin,  written  at  a  time 
when  he  was  in  the  higheil  favour  with  the  people  then 
in  power.  "  I  humbly  thank  your  Grace  for  the  good 
opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  have  of  me,  and  for  your  ad- 
vice, which  feeme th  to  be  wholly  grounded  on  it.  As 
to  the  firft  which  relateth  to  my  fortune,  I  (hall  never 
be  able  to  make  myfclf  believed  how  indifferent  I  am 
about  it.  I  fometimes  have  the  plcafure  of  making 
that  of , others,  and  1  fear  it  is  too  great  a  pleafurc  to 

be  a  virtue,  at  lead  in  me It  is  my  maxim  to 

leave  great  Minifters  to  do  as  they  plcafe ;  and  if  1  can- 
not diftinguiih  myfclf  enough,  by  being  ufeful  in  fuch 
a  way,  as  becomcth  a  man  of  confcience  and  honour, 
I  caft  do  no  more  -,  for  I  never  will  folicit  for  myfclf^ 
though  I  often  do  for  others."  And  in  another  place 
he  fays,  "  1  know  nothing  of  promifes  of  any  thing  in- 
tended for  myfelf,  but,  I  thank  God,  I  am  not  very 
warm' in  my  expeftations,  and  know  Courts  too  well, 
to  be  furprifcd  at  difappointments  5  which,  however, 
I  Ihould  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear,  if  I  gave  my 
thoughts  any  trouble  that  way ;  which,  without  afFeda- 
tion,  I  do  notj  althougli  I  cannot  expe£t  to  be  believed 
when  I  fty  fo  ?" 

Governed  as  he  was  by  fuch  maxims  as  thefe,  is 
there  any  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  world,  who 
could  fuppofe  that  he  (hould  rife  to  any  high  rank  in 
it?  Nay  did  he  himfclf  ever  feem  to  expeft  it?  Per- 
haps there  was  no  man.  of  his  time  who  had  fo  many, 
and  fuch  fair  opportunities  of  advancing  himfclf  to  the 
highefl:  dignities  of  the  Church,  could  he  in  the  leaft 
relax  from  his  principles.  Upon  his  return  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  after  having  rcfigned  his  living  in  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  attend  his  fummonsa   he  Iwd  the 

ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft  claim  upon  him  for  immediate  preferment ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  had  he  prefled  it,  that  the 
promife  made  to  Sir  William  by  the  King,  would  have 
been  performed.  But  he  had  too  much  generofity  of 
foul,  to  urge  this  at  a  time,  when  the  ill  ftate  of  his 
friend's  health,  required  the  conftant  attendance  of 
fuch  a  companion  to  alleviate  his  fufferings :  and  when 
his  death  had  releafed  him  from  the  benevolent  talk, 
we  have  fcen  how  coldly  he  purfued  the  claim  he  had 
on  King  William,  and  how  foon  he  quitted  the  purfuir, 
as  his  high  fpirit  could  not  brook  the  attendance  necef- 
fary  to  fucceed  at  Court.  When  he  went  over  to  Ire- 
'land  with  Lord  Berkeley,  though  he  had  then  no  for- 
tune, nor  profpeft  of  provifion  from  any  other  quarter, 
yet,  upon  his  breach  of  promife,  he  broke  from  him 
with  marks  of  the  higheft  refentment.  He  was  after- 
wards in  high  favour  with  the  leading  men  in  the 
Whiggifli  Miniftry,  who  made  overtures  to  him  of  the 
mofl;  advantageous  kind,  if  he  would  affift  them  in 
their  defigns  s  but  when  he  found  their  plan  was  to  un- 
dermine the  Church,  which  he  juftly  confidered  as 
one  main  pillar  of  the  State ;  and  to  promote  the  pri- 
vate interefts  of  a  Junto,  at  the.expence  of  the  conv 
munity;  he  not  only  quitted  them  entirely,  but  pub- 
lifhed  fevcral  pieces  written  exprefsly  to  counteraA  their 
meafures  j  and  this  too,  long  before  he  was  even  per- 
fonally  known  to  any  leaders  of  the  other  party :  (b 
that  his  conduct  could  have  proceeded  only  from  difin- 
terefted  motives. 

During  the  laft  years  of  Queen  Anne,  from  the  au- 
thentic account  given  of  the  part  he  fuftained  in  the 
political  drama  of  that  time,  fure  never  man  had  a 
more  clear  open  way  before  him  to  the  fummit  of  pre- 
ferment. He  was  the  prop  and  pillar  of  that  Admini- 
ftration  j  the  fole  confidential  man^  without  whofe  par- 
ticipation 
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oeipatioo  zni  adviccj  nocbing  of  ffloment  was  toder* 
lak^n,  and  the  chief  inftrument  in  coirjiog  their  deli« 
derations  into  execution.  The  bofom  friend  of  Ox^ 
lord,  and  equally  beloved  b]r  his  rival  Bolisigbroke. 
Had  he  been  a  nun  of  intrigue*  what  fairer  opportu^ 
oities  could  he  have  wilhedfor  i  Nay,  had  he  onlj  been 
&lenc  with  regard  to  cerutn  points  i  had  he  followed 
the  lead  of  the  Miniftry  themfelves»  by  acquiefcing  in 
tbofe  meafures  of  the  Queen,  which  they  found  the/ 
could  not  prevail  on  her  to  change,  his  fuccefs  had  beea 
iofallftble.  But|  during  that  critical  tinoe,  he  foems  to 
have  left  ail  idea  o(/ei/  out  of  the  queftipn.  He  to(^ 
a  decided  part  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  he  thov^gfat 
moft  conducive  to  the  public  interefts,  let  who  wouldT 
be  difobliged  at  it|  and  accordingly  incurred  the 
Qjlecn's  dii'pleafure  to  iuch  a  degree,  as  to  render 
hopelefs  all  expe&ations  of  favours  from  her.  He 
forefaw  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  conduft,  and  lays, 
in  his  Journal  to  Stella^  he  knew  it  was  the  fure  way 
10  fend  him  back  to  his  willows,  adding,  with  ffe%t 
indifference,—"  But  I  care  not." 

From  all  this  it  appears,  that  he  never  was  in  nhe 
iinalleft  degree  infeded  with  that  fpecies  of  ambitioot 
which  fecks  to  atuin  its  end  pir  fkf  tt  mfas:  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  been  fliewn  that  he  declined  taking  the 
fair  and  honeft  fteps,  confident  with  the  niceft  prio* 
jcipks,  which  lay  before  him  to  promotion  i  nor  would 
he  even  facrifice  to  it  the  fmalleft  part  of  his  delicacy* 
fo  far  as  to  a(k  any  favour  for  himfelf,  from  thofe  on 
whom  he  had  conferred  the  higheft  obligations.  But 
iMi^nooccafion  did  he  ihew  more  dearly,  how  little 
fway  ambition  had  over  his  mind,  when  it  interfered 
^ven  wich  the  moft  refined  delicacy  of  fentiment,  than 
by  accepting  of  Lord  Oxford's  invitation  to  accompanjr 
him  in  his  rctiremeot  after  Jiis  iaU,  and  refufing  the 

prtffing 
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preiRng  (bUciutioni  of  the  n«w  Mimftcr^  backed  by  th^ 
Qujeen*s  favourite,  toaflift  them  in  cairying  their  new 
meafures  into  eSe^i  though*  at  the  fame  time,  they 
were  the  very  meafures  that  bad  been  the  objeft  of  all  his  . 
vfew$9  from  the  time  that  he  had  entered  into  the  politi*' 
odline. 

And  yet  he  had  ambition  to  ^  high  degr^»  but  it  was 
of  the  porcft  and  nobleft  Icind.  He  was  ambitious  of 
forming  a  diftinguiflied  charader  in  life,  by  cyerting  to 
the  utax>ft  thofe  talents  that  God  had  beftowed  on  |iim, 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  by  a  pre-eminence  in  vir* 
tue.  To  aofwer  this  end,  confcious  of  his  ftrength,  he 
relied'  iblely  upon  himfetf,  and  was  little  folicitous  ^bow 
external  aid.  In  one  of  his  letter^  to  Pope,  he  fays, — 
*^  Becaufe  I  cannot  be  a  great  Lord,  1  would  acquin  what 
is  a  kind  o(/uifidsum  s  I  wouU  endeavour  that  my  bet- 
ters ihould  fcek  me^  by  the  merit  of  fomething  diftinguiflK. 
able,  infiead  of  my  feeking  them/*  How  fuccelsful  he 
was  in  attaining  his  end,  has  been  already  Ihewn.  We 
have  feen  in  what  a  high  point  of  light  he  ftood^  during 
the  latter  years  cf  Queen  Anne  i  and  what  homage  was 
paid  him  by  all  the  Great,  of  both  fcxes^  when  he  was 
only  a  petty  Vicar  of  Laracor.  But  this  was  nothing  in 
compariibn  of  the  honours  that  itfterwards  awaited  hinv 
when  a  whole  kbgdom  looked  up  to  him  as  their  firft  an4 
greateft  man  i  when  the  humble  title  of  D^n,  dignified 
by  bis  wearing  it>  with  a  ^  The  befi)re  it,  conferred  by 
the  general  voice,  made  all  other  titles  (ink  degraded  ^ 
when  at  a  meedng  of  all  the  Nobles,  with  the  Vicerpy 
^n  bis  throne.  Earls,  Vifcounts,  Barons,  Archbilhops^ 
Bifhops,  and  Judges^  ihrunk  into  pigmies,  like  the  a^ 
lembly  defcribed  by  Milton  in  the  Pandemomuai,  upon 

*  He  was  never  mentioned  by  any  other  tide  but  that  ofn^  Deanj, 
in  tlHi  fiuae  4iaan<lr  as  Arifilotle  was  qiHed  Tie  Stft^dtCtf.  and  Homer 
ftcPoet* 
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the  entrance  of  The  Dean  ;  all  eyes  being  turned  on  him 
atene,  all  voices  employed  in  his  praife  :  and  when  that 
kingdom  itfelf,  by  nature  great,  but  rendered  little  by 
opprcffion,  was  fcarce  heard  of  in  Europe,  but  as  the 
place  of  his  nativity  and  refidence.  What  titles,  what 
dignities  conferred  on  him  by  the  Monarchs  of  the  earth, 
could  have  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  height,  as  that  true  no- 
bility of  foul,  beftowed  on  him  by  the  King  of  Kings  ? 
•  To  fuppofe  that  he  was  not  confcious  of  his  pre-emi- 
nence over  others,  or  that  he  was  not  pleafed  with  the 
homage  paid  him  on  that  account,  would  be  to  fuppofe 
him  not  to  be  a  man.  But  whoever  impute  pride  to  him 
in  confequence  of  this,  charge  him  unjuftly.  I  mean 
when  the  word  is  taken  in  its  bad  fenfe;  for  there  is  a 
virtuous  pride,  as  well  as  a  laudable  ambition :  and  his 
pride,  like  his  ambjtion,  was  of  the  nobleft  kind.  That 
it  was  viewed  in  another  light  by  the  world,  was  owing 
to  the  wrong  judgment  formed  by  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
who  ftrWom  penetrate  farther  than  the  furface,  and  are  go- 
verned  by  appearances.  But  Swift  looked  deeply  into 
the  nature  of  things,  and  eftimated  their  value,  not  by 
the  ftandard  of  opinion  or  fafliion,  but  that  of  right  rea- 
ibn.  The  maxim  he  laid  down,  and  always  maintained 
ill  the  face  of  the  Great,  was,  "  That  a  man  of  genius 
and  talents,  was  a  char^fter  fuperior  to  that  of  a  Lord ; 
and  the  man  of  virtue,  to  that  of  the  man  of  wealth.  Is 
there  any  one  who  will  difpute  the  truth  of  this  in  theory, 
however  different  the  praftice  may  be,  from  the  corrup- 
tions of  mankind  ?  But  Swift  was  not  content  with  vainly 
fpeculating  upon  this  point,  in  the  manner  of  other 
Writers ;  he  determined  that  his  conduft  (hould  be  con- 
formable to  his  principles.  As  he  wanted  not  the  afliftancc 
of  the  Noble  or  the  Rich,  he  fought  not  their  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  if  any  were  defirous  of  his,  the  firft  overtures 
muft  come  from  them,  and  their  advaqpcs  be  in  propor- 
tion 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DOCTOR-SWIPT.  409 

.  tion  to  their  rank ;  expcdii^,  as  he  bimfelf  exprefles  it^ 
more  from  a  Duke  or  a  Duchefs,  than  from  thofe  of  an 
inferior  clafs.  To  this,  numbers  of  the  firft  order  of  Nio- 
bility  conformed,  acknowledging  the  juftice  of  his  claim  ; 
and  fo  high  was  the  reputation  of  Swift,  and  his  charac- 
ter fo  diftinguilhcd  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  that  fonie 
of  the  mod  lofty  ones  among  them,  facrificcd  their  pride 
to  the  vanity  t)f  being  numbered  among  his  acquaintance. 
But  it  was  only  to  the  vain -glorious,  who  were  proud  of 
the  accidental  fuperiority  which  their  birch  gave  them,  that 
he  alTumed  this  behaviour.  To  his  equals,  among  which 
number  he  reckoned  all  men  of  genius  and  virtue,  he  put 
on  no  airs  of  fuperiority,  but  lived  with  chem  on  the  moft 
friendly  and  familiar  footing.  His  inferiors,  he  always 
treated  with  complacency  and  good-humour,  unlefs  they 
happened  to  (hew  chemfelves  to  be  either  knaves  or  fools, 
and  to  them  he  was  not  fparing  of  his  corred;ion«  In 
mixed  focieties,  according  to  his  own  principle,  he  expcA- 
ed  the  fame  refpeft  to  be  fhewn  him,  as  is  ufually  paid  to 
perfoos  of  the  highefl:  rank :  nor  was  he  often  difappoint* 
ed.in  this,  as  there  was  fomething  fo  commanding  in  his 
afpedt,  expreflive  of  the  native  fuperiority  of  his  mind, 
that  it  ftruck  the  beholders  with  awe,  and  produced  that 
reverence  from  the  heart,  which  is  only  fliewn  by  exter- 
nal ceremonies  to  artificial  greatnefs.  But  among  his  in« 
timates,  this  deportment  was  entirely  thrown  afide ;  where 
he  indulged  the  utmoft  familiarity,  giving  free  fcope  to 
the  vagaries  of  fancy,  often  to  a  childifli  playfulnefs  of 
mirth.  In  fhort  his  pride,  if  by  that  name  it  muft  be 
called,  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  Admiral  Villars^ 
defcribcd  by  Sully,  as  arifmgfrom  that  inborn  noble  eleva- 
tion  of  mind,  wbicb^  in  great  Jotdsy  is  oniy  a  perception 
of  their  own  worth,  without  the  leafi  mixture  of  mean  va- 
nity,  or  the  intoxication  of  Jelf-love. 

The  charge  of  avarice  againft  him,  is,  if  poflible,  leis 
founded  than  any  of  the  others  \  for  never  man  was  more 

free 
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free  from  that  vice,  till  it  came  \ip6n  brm  wtek  the  6thtr 
mfirmicies  of  old  tge,  as  appears  by  the  whole  eenor  Of 
his  condu&.  Many  mftances  of  his  libera^ty,  and  un. 
bounded  charity,  have  been  already  produced  i  I  fluiH  now 
mention  fome  others,  which  will  fiiew  how  Kttk  place  the 
love  of  money  had  in  bis  heart.  He  allowed  Mfl* 
Dingley  a  penGon  of  fifty-two  pounds  per  armttm,  which 
with  her  own  annuity  of  fwenty^eight,  made  up  a  yearly 
income  of  eighty  pounds ;  a  very  handfome  fupport  for  a 
(ingle  woman  in  thofe  days.  But  this  he  infifted  fliouid 
be  kept  an  entire  feeret  between  themfelves,  always  pre- 
tending that  he  mily  a£ted  as  her  agent  for  money  which 
flie  had  in  the  funds.  And  the  better  to  deceive  thbib 
about  hiniy  when  the  has  fent  for  any  pan  of  <his  allow- 
ance»  he  would  (bmetimes  pretend  to  be  iil  a  paflion,  add 
cry  oMt,  pox  take  this  woman,  (be  is  always  plaguing  mt 
for  money,  tell  her  I  have  none  eo  fend  her;  I  havt  had 
no  remittances  from  London  this  half  year.  And  then 
cooling  by  degrees,  he  would  fend  her  the  money  by  way 
of  advance,  and  take  her  Receipt  accordingly.  By  thb 
way  of  proceeding,  thofe  of  his  greareft  intimacy  wcrc 
deceived ;  nor  was  it  tilt  after  his  faculties  were  impah'ed, 
that  they  difcovered  by  accident  that  thefe  payments  came 
out  of  his  own  purfe.  AdiAg  as  he^^id  with  fuch  de}i«» 
cacy  in  conferring  favours,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  many 
other  inftances  of  his  liberltity  have  never  come  to  light. 

Of  aU  the  trials  of  an  avaricious  difpofirion,  nothtng  is 
(b  likely  to  make  it  (he#  iftfelf  in  the  moft  gbring  colours, 
as  ibme  con(iderab]e  unexpeded  lofs.  To  this  teft  was 
*Swift  feverely  put  in  two  rem^irkable  occurrences  in  di£» 
fereitt  periods  of  his  life.  The  firft  was  in  17  ii,  befoit 
hewas  made  Deaff^of  St.  Patrick's.  He  had  depoGted  near 
j^our  hundred  pounds  m  the  hands  of  h\s  ftiend  Stratfoni^ 
which  was  all  the  money  be  then  po£Rr(ftd  in  the  worU. 
An  aacowK  ym&  bnMigliC  him  t^at  Senttford  was  bmke. 

Whatt 
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What  tCk&  this  hftd  on  htm  be  thus  ddcribes  in  bts 
Journal  to  Stella.  ^*  I  came  home  reflediog  a  little ;  no- 
ihing  concerned  me  but  MD.  I  called  all  my  philolo- 
pby  and  religbn  up  -,  and,  I  thank  God,  it  did  nor  keep 
Ine  awake  beyond  my  ufual  time  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.- 

Of  the  other  he  gives  tbefolbwing  account^  in  a  letter 
<o  Mr.  Worraly  dated  Quilca,  June  ii,  1715. 

^^  Your  letter  has  informed  me  of  what  I  did  not  ex- 
pea,  that  I  am  juft  even  with  the  world ;  for,  if  my 
debts  were  paid,  I  think  i  (houkl  not  have  fifty  pouncfe 
befide  my  goods.  I  have  not  railed,  nor  fretted,  nor  loft 
my  fleep,  nor  ftomach,  I  thank  God.  My  greateft 
trouble  is,  that  fome  friends,  whom  I  intended  to  make 
eafy  during  their  lives,  and  the  Public,  to  which  I  be- 
queathed the  reverfion,  will  be  difappointed/*  And  in 
another  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  of  the  fame  date,  he  fays, 
*«  You  are  to  know  that  by  Mx.  Pratt's  ruin  I  lofe  only 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  which  he  owes  me.  So 
that  I  am  now,  as  near  as  I  can  compute,  not  worth 
one  farthing  but  my  goods.  I  am  therefore  joft  to  begin 
the  world.  I  (hould  value  it  lefs,  if  fome  friends  and  the 
Pttblic  were  not  to  fufFer;  and  I  am  aibamed  to  fee  my- 
felf  {o  linle  concerned  on  account  of  the  two  latter.  For, 
as  to  myfelf,  I  have  learned  to  confider  what  is  left,  and 
not  what  is  loft.-^But  enough  oif  this.*' 

Such  a  perfeft  refignanon  and  compofure  of  mind  on 
fuch  trying  occafions,  muft  furely  clear  him  ^m  all  im* 
putationj»  of  avarice ;  and  it  is  evident  from  the  above 
paflag^s,  that  he  valued  nieiiey  no  farther  than  as  it  m^t 
enable  him  to  be  ufefiil  to  others.  For,  with  vegard  10 
aU  expences  relative  to  himfelf,  he  waa  more  t^  fni-< 
gal)  as  he  grudged  every  fuperfluity  in  hit  domeftic'oeco- 
nomy,  in  order  that  he  mjgkt  have  it  more  in  his  power 
to  gratify  his  cbariublo  and  libcnl  j^rDpenfiues.    And 

here 
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here  we  have  a  ftrong  proof  given  bow  far  he  had  in- 
dolged  himfelf  in  that  way,  when  we  find  that  in  the 
year  1725,  twelve  years  after  his  being  in  poficflion  of 
his  Deanery,  he  had  faved  only  fo  fmall  a  (urn  as  tago  1. 
But  nothing  can  demonftrate  more  clearly,  the  little  value 
he  at  all  times  fet  upon  money,  than  his  fcorning  to  re- 
ceive any  payment  for  his  Works,  even  when  his  circum- 
fiances  were  at  the  loweft.  In  thefe  two  great  articles  of 
preferment  and  fortune,  he  feems  to  have  adopted  the 
maxims,  and  followed  the  example  g(  his  noble  difinte- 
refled  friend.  Sir  William  Temple;  who  never  folicited 
any  employment,  nor  received  the  fmalleft  reward  for  all 
the  great  fervices  he  did  the  nation.  But  this  conduct 
was  certainly  more  meritorious  in  Swift,  as  Sir  William 
inherited  an  eafy  independent  fortune,  and  Swift  was 
bom  to  no  patrimony. 

The  laft  charge,  as  before  mentioned,  againft  Swift, 
and  which  has  gained  moft  general  credit,  is  that  of  per- 
{c&  mifanchropy ;  and  this  is  chiefly  founded  upon  his 
fuppofed  fatyr  on  human  nature,  in  the  piflurc  he  has 
drawn  of  the  Yahoos*  This  opinion  has  been  to  univer- 
fatly  adopted  by  almoft  all  who  have  read  Gulliver's  Tra- 
vels, that  to  controvert  it  would  be  fuppofed  to  ad  in 
oppofition  to  the  common  fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 
And  yet  I  will  undertake  to  overthrow  it,  by  appealing 
to  that  very  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  upon  which  they 
fuppofe  it  to  be  founded.  4  (hall  only  beg  of  my  reader 
that  he  would  lay  afide  for  a  while  any  prepofleflSon  he 
inay  have  entertained  of  that  kind,  and  candidly  examine 
what  I  (hall  advance  in  fupporf  of  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the 
queftion ;  and  if  he  finds  the  arguments  there  laid  down 
unanfwerable,  that  he  will  not  obftinately  perfift  in  error,' 
by  whatever  numbers  it  may  be  fupported,  but  ingcnu- 
ouQy  yield  to  conviction.  The  pofition  1  mean  to  prove 
is,  that  the  whole  apologue  of  the  Houyhnhnms  and 
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Tahoos^  far  from  bcipg  intended  is  a  debafement  of  htf» 
man  nature,  if  rightly  underftood,  is  evidently  defigned 
to  fhew  in  ivhat  the  true  dignity  and  perfeftion  of  man's 
nature  conQfts,  and  to  point  out  the  way  by  which  k  may 
be  attained. 

In  order  to  this,  let  us  firft  fee  with  what  defign  the 
fourth  book  of  the  Travels  was  written.  In  the  fir  ft  three 
books  he  has  given  various  views  of  the  different  vices, 
follies,  and  abfurdities  of  mankind,  not  without  fome 
mixture  of  ^ood  qualities,  of  virtue  and  wifdom,  though 
in  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  others,  as  they  are  to  be  found 
in  life.  In  his  laft  book^  he  meant  to  exhibit  two  new 
portraits ;  one,  of  pure  unmixed  vice  •,  the  other,  of  per- 
feft  unadulterated  virtue.  In  order  that  the  native  de- 
formity of  the  one,  might  excite  in  us  a  deeper  abhor* 
renccof  evil;  and  the  refplcndent  charms  of  the  other, 
allure  us  to  what  is  good.  To  reprefent  thefe  to  us  ia 
fenfiblc  forms,  he  cloaths  the  one  with  the  body  of  a 
man  *,  the  other,  with  that  of  a  horfc.  Between  thefe 
two  he  divides  the  qualities  of  the  human  mind,  taking 
away  the  rational  foul  from  the  Yahoo»  and  transferring 
it  to  the  Houyhnhnm.  To  the  Yahoo  he  leaves  all  the 
paflions  and  evil  propenfities  of  man*s  nature,  to  be  ex-» 
erted  without  any  check  or  controul,  as  in  the  cale^f  ait 
ether  apimab.  The  rational  foul  in  the  Hoyyhnhnm,  a&s 
jonerringly  as  by  inftinft  j  it  intuitively  perceives  what  is 
right,  and  neceflarily  afts  up  to  the  diftates  of  reafon» 
The  Yahoo,  as  here  defcribed,  \s  a  creature  of  fancy,  the 
produd  of  the  author^s  brain^  which  never  had  any  thing 
fimilar  to  it  upon  earth.  It  has  no  refemblance  to  man, 
but  in  the  make  of  its  body,  and  the  vicious  propenfities 
Qf  its  nature.  It  differs  from  him  wholly  in  all  the  cha- 
raaeriftical  marks  which  diftlnguifh  man  from  the  reft  of 
rhe  animal  wc^.  It  has  not  a  ray  of  reafon,  it  has  no 
ipeecb,  and  it  goe^  like  other  quadrupedes,.  upon  al| 
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t«n»leg;if  f|scihcuzOT«afil  pn>percies  of  die  biman  racc^ 
cvain  .c%i:  fM&  iang^  natioas,  ^whicfa  poculudy  macl^ 
i|bdr  (opCR^ngr ova:  l»i.ii)^  bowt  iii  die  mmepf  Hca^ 
wcn^  haskometo  pa^  tkac  by  altnoft  all  who  have 
i»d  Goli'viert  tlie  Taboos  have  beeo  confidejcd  as  bcu^ 
0f  Ae  favnm  ^coks,  and  die  odious  {aduve  <kawa  of 
llKm»  IS  intended  to  viliff  ^md  dcbafe  our  natuie?  Buc 
it  is  cvid^t  ftoni  d»e  ivhoie  acoouoc  ^v<n  of  dii$  crcatune 
«f  his  f«icy«  diat  tbe  aucbor  intended  it  fliould  be  oon- 
Cdered  as  a  OKre.beafi,  of  a  new  ^xdes;  for  he  has  ooc 
onlf  dcyitcd  ic  of  all  the  charafienltica!  diilindtons  df 
man  brioic  fedfted,  but  has  fiiperadded  iomt  maimial 
diftitnoes  evoi  in  his  bodflyorgans  and  powcis,  fufficient 
DO  dMJnguifli  it  iiroai  die  human  raoe.  He  Tays^— -^  'Vocj 
cKtnbed  high  »«es  as  nimbi/  as  a  Iqunrel,  for  thejr  ha4 
finng  extended  daws  before  and  behind,  terminating  in 
fluRp  pQiacs,  and  booked.**  Now  it  is  well  known^  that 
die  human  nails,  when  fufiVred  to  gmw  to  any  conllderT 
abielengdit  never  aflume  that  Ihape,  and  unkTs  pared, 
^Slalfle  die  hands  from  diichaigiiig  their  office  *•  He 
iay«  in  tsmf6mx  place,—**  They  arc  prodigiouf^r  nimbk 
finm  dieir  infaoqr.^  This  is  dinedly  oppofite  co  the  aa^ 
ture  of  the  diildfcn  of  meot  wl^o  are  dv:  moft  belplefs  ii| 
infan^t  Md  the  flow^  in  arriving  at  any  degree  of 
Urci^M^  ^  ^^g^y*  of  ^  li^ng  creatures*  Indeed  it  wn 
neirflkrjr  to  the  author's  end,  that  of.  Ihewing  the  vickM^ 
qualides  of  4nan*s  nature  in  their  pure  unmixed  ftatej^  that 
die  creature  in  whom  they  were  placed  (bould  be  a  mem 
bnure,  go^^erned  as  all  others  are  by  an  irrefiftible  inftindj 
.yriihout  any  controul  from  a  foperior  facul^  ^  andac- 

*  Tli^  Mandarines  of  Chma,  from  an  aMird  cuftom  of  tettiiig  flicir 
•ails  grow  to  their  utcnoft  extent,  as  a  mark  of  diftinftioo.  are  ^liged 
to  have  all  the  common  office^  of  life,  evea  to  tha(  of  feedtog  tfacH# 
pofiviaedby.  tiidr  donv^cs. 

.   .  cordtngly 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ttOC'TOR    SWIT?T.  4J5 

tordihgty  he  fccms  to  have  thrown  in  theft  additional  cif- 
ctimftances  to  diftinguilh  it  froin  any  tbirig  human.  At 
the  fame  time  it  was  alfo  nccefiary  to  give  this  drcaturc  the 
human  form,  in  order  to  bring  thd  Icflbn  home  to  man, 
by  having  the  Vicious  part  of  his  nature  refieAed  back  to 
him  from  one  in  his  oven  fhape  5  for  in  the  form  Of  any 
other  creature,  he  would  not  think  himfctf  at  all  concerned 
In  It.  Yet  it  is  on  account  of  its  bodily  form  only*  te- 
prcfcnted  as  it  is  in  fo  hideous  a  light,  that  the  pride  of 
man  was  alarmed,  and  made  him  blind  to  the  atithor^s 
defign,  fo  as  to  charge  him  with  an  intention  of  degrading 
and  vilifying  the  whole  of  human  nature  below  that  of 
brutes.  I  have  already  flicwh  that  the  whole  of  human 
nature  has  no  concern  in  what  is  related  of  this  aeature, 
as  he  is  entirely  deprived  of  alHhe  charaftcriftic  properties 
of  mart  which  diftinguifh  him  from,  and  elevate  him 
above  all  othef  animals.  I  have  alfo  (hewn,  that  even  hig 
body,  however  refenibling  in  outward  form^  is  not  the 
body  of  a  man,  but  of  a  bead.  In  the  firft  place  ic  is 
prone,  like  sill  other  beaftsj  which  never  was  the  cafe  in 
any  human  creature, 

Os  botfilni  fablime  dedit,  ca^lumque  tueri 


umu 


#1  the  rteJtt,  he  has  long  hooked  claws^  which  eftable  him 
to  climb  the  higheft  trees  with  the  nimblenefs  of  a  fquif- 
rel,  and  to  dig  holes  in  the  earth  for  his  habitation.  Their 
fdces  too,  as  in  fome  other  tribes  of  aniillalsj  were  all 
nHke^  being  thus  defcribed  i  •*  The  face  of  this  animal 
if^deed  was  flat  and  broad^  the  note  deprefled,  the  lips 
large,  and  the  mouth  wide.**  Whcfi  wc  confider  tco^ 
that  thefe  features  were  never  enlivened  by  the  radcnal 
foul,  nor  the  cpuntenance  lighted  up  by  the  benevolent 
ftnlaCions  in  man,  which  conftitute  the  chief  beauty  of 
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f  the  human  face,  but  on  the  contrary  were  continuially 

[  diftorted  by  a  variety  of  maljcvolent  paffions,  wc  muft 

[  conclude  with  Gulliver,  that  fuch  a  oian-beaft  muft  be 

I  the  moft  odious  animal  that  evef  crawled  upon  the  face  of 

^  the  earth ;  and  that  his  defcription  of  it,  difgufting  as  it 

I'  is,  is  not  in  the  leaft  exaggerated.     At  firft  fight  they  had 

I  lb  Ikcle  refemblance  to  any  thing  human,  that  Gulliver 

miftook  them  for  fonie  new  fpccies  of  cattle  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants.  After  having  given  a  defcription  of 
them  a$  they  appeared  to  him  when  he  firft  faw  a  number 
of  them  near  him,  where  he  lay  concealed  behind  a 
thicket,  in  order  to  mark  their  form  more  diftinAly,  he 
fays,  **  So  that  thinking  I  had  fcen  enough,  full  of  con- 
tempt and  averfion,  I  got  up  and  purfued  the  beaten 
road,  hoping  it  might  direft  me  to  the  cd^bin  of  fomc 
Indian.  I  had  not  got  far,  when  1  met  one  of  ihefe  crea- 
tures, full  in  my  way,  and  coming  up  direftly  to  me. 
The  ogly  monftcr,  when  he  faw  me,  diftbrted  fcveral 
ways  every  feature  of  bis  vifage,  and  (tarred  as  at  an  ob- 
V  j«ft  he  had  never  feen  before  -,  then  approaching  nearer, 

lifted  up  Bis  fore-paw,  whether  out  of  curiofity  or  mif- 
chief,  1  could  not  tell :  but  I  drew  my  hanger,  and  gave 
him  a  good  blow  with  the  flat  fide  of  it,  for  I  durft  not 
ftrikc  with  the  edge,  fearing  the  inhabitants  might  be 
provoked' again  ft  me,  if  they  fliould  come  to  know  that  I 
had  kiiled  or  maimed  any  of  ibeir  caule.'*  And  it  wa^ 
not  till  afterwards,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining one  of  them  more  clofely  in  his  kennel,  that  he 
perceived  its  refemblance  to  the  human  figure.  But  it 
may  be  aiked,.  to  what  end  has  fuch  an  odious  animal 
been  produced  to  view  >  The  anfwer  is  obvious.  The 
4erign  of  the  author,  in  the  whole  of  this  apologue,  is, 
to  place  before  the  eyes  of  man  a  pidture  of  the  two  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  frame,  detached  from  each  other,  in 
order  that  he  may  the  better  cftimatc  the  true  value  of 
.   .  cach^ 
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each,  and  fee  the  neccflity  there  b  that  the  one  flsould 
b^ve  an  abfdute  command  over  the  other.  In  your 
merely  animal  capacity,  lays  he  to  man,  without  reafon 
to  guide  you,  and  ad:uated  only  by  a  blind  inftind,  I  will 
ihew  you.  that  you  would  be  degraded  below  the  beafts 
of  the  field.  That  very  form,  that  very  body,  you  are 
now  fo  proud  of,  as  giving  you  fuch  a  fupertorky  over  all 
other  animals,  I  will  ihew  you  owe  all  their  beauty,  and 
all  their  greateft  powers,  to  their  being  actuated  by  a  ra- 
tional ibul.  Let  that  be  withdrawn,  let  the  body  be  in-^ 
habited  by  the  mind  of  a  l;>rote^  let  it  be  prone  as  thcir*^ 
are,  and  fufiered  like  their's  to  take  its  natural  courfej^ 
without  any  affiftance  from  art,  you  would  in  that  cafe  be 
the  mod  deformed,  as  to  your  external  appearance,  the 
inoft  deteftable  of  all  creatures.  And  with  regard  to 
your  internal  frame,  filled  with  all  the  evil  difpofitiws^ 
and  malignant  paflions  of  mankind,  you  would  be  the 
fnoUt  miferable  of  beings,  living  in  a  continued  ftate  o£ 
internal  vexation,  an$l  of  hatred  and  warfare  with  each 
other. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  will  ihew  another  piAure  of  an 
animal  endowed  with  a  rational  foul,  and  adting  uniformly 
up  to  the  diftates  of  ri^  reafon.  Here  you  may  fee  coU 
IcAed^l  the  virtues^  all  the  great  qualities^  which  dig- 
nify man's  nature,  and  conftitute  the  happinefs  of  his  life^ 
What  is  the  natural  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  two 
different  reprefentations  ?  Is  it  not  evidendy  a  lefibn  to 
mankind,  warning  them  not  to  fuflfer  the  animal  part  to 
be  predominant  in  them,  leil  they  refemble  the  vile  Ya« 
boo,  and  fall  into  vice  and  mifery ; ,  but  to  emulate  the 
noble  and  generous  Houyhnhnm,  by  cultivating  the  y» 
tional  faculty  to  the  utmofl:  *,  which  will  lead  them  to  a 
life  of  virtue  and  happinefs. 

Is  it  not  very  extraordinary  that  mankind  in  general 
ibould  fo  readily  acknowledge  their  refemblance  to  th% 
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YaMo,  whofe  (imilitude  to  man  ornGfts  cnly  in  the  imke 
of  its  body,  and  the  evil  difpoficions  of  its  miod  i  and 
that  they  fliould  fee  no  refemblance  to  tbemfelves^  in  a 
Crenture  p^SeOcd  of  their  chief  charaderiftical  marks, 
reafon  and  fpeech^  and  endowed  with  every  virtue,  wtch 
every  noble  t)uaKty,  which  dbnftitute  the  dignity  of  man's 
nature,  vi^icb  diftinguifli  and  elevate  the  human  above 
the  brute  fpecies  i  Shall  they  arraign  the  author  of  wri* 
ting  a  malignant  fatyr  tgainil  human  nature,  when  redo* 
ced  to  its  aK>ft  abgefl  brutal  ftate,  and  wholly  under  the 
dominion  of  the  paffions;  and  (ball  they  give  htm  no 
credit  for  the  exalted  view  in  which  he  has  placed  the  no^ 
bier  part  of  our  nature,  when  wholly  undo  tbc.dirc|^ion 
of  right  reafon  ?  Or  are  mankind  fi>  ftupid,  as  in  an  a- 
vowed  fablcft  to  ftop  at  the  outfide,  the  vehicle,  without 
diving  into  the  concealed  moral,  which  is  the  objeftof  all 
fable  i  Do  they  really  take  the  Yahoo  for  a  man,  becaufe 
It  has  the  form  of  a  man  i  an4  the  Houyhnhnm  for  a  horfe, 
feecaufe  ic  has  the  form  of  a  borfe  i  But  we  need  not  won* 
der  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  fhould  fall  into  this  error, 
iwhen  we  find  men  pretending  t6  the  utmoft  depths  of 
wiidom,  avowing  tbeniielves  of  the  fame  mind.  The 
jearned  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  PhiMogical  Enquiries,  has 
Mhc  following  pzSbgc.  ^^  Miiknthropy  is  fo  dangerous  a^ 
tbin^,  and  goes  fo  nr  in  fapptng  the  very  fbuodations  of 
^morality  and  reli|[ioo,  that  \  efteem  the  laft  part  of  Swiftfs 
OqUtver,  (that  1  mean  relative  to  his  Houybnhoms  and 
If ahoQs)  to  be  a  worfe  book  to  perufe,  than  thofe  whkh 
vre  are  forbid,  as  the  moft  dagitious  and  obfcene.  One 
•bfqrdity  in  this  author  (a  wretched  Fhilofopher  though  a 
|;reat  Wit)  i$  well  wqnh  remarking— in  order  to  render 
the  natqrQ  qf  man  odious,  and  the  nature  of  beafts  ami^ 
lible,  he  is  compelled  to  give  huipan  <:hara£tcri  to  his 
|>ea(ts,  and  beaftly  charaSrrs  to  his  men :  fo  that  we  arp 
10  ^mirc  th?  beafts,  not  for  being  bea(lS|  bgt  amiable 
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)Seftabie  bteftl^    I  hitWstt  b  ftrai^  an  iikfipfcOriDtt  of 
In  awli^'i  mdrn^i  nenr  feK'fr<>i&  tfit  j>kff bf  aifjrccin^ 

lh««ettolr.  He  firft  aiflbnin  flbtt  tbr  ilnft  (ifbpdedb^ 
S^ift  in  this  fattier  is,  lo  f  endKr  At  Ifticiirr  ef  imii  otliw^ 
vnd  tiie ijiiure  of  bnfts  snikfbl^;.  Tl^fiireJ^ #2S  JT'shoft 
taiactenitt^blt  drfig^ io  sny  |mttb»  emtviye;  ibdf)c4Ae 
Wcaij  be  aaMtt<)^^  k  Mg)>i  to  be  firfi  ptyrdi'tbktSitift 
iiN»  6f  a  beaffljr  dHpoBikm,  w)ik%  ebgaertf  ISni  ob  tldb 
tte  of  bis  itOo#  brbtts.  Aid  if  dnveir  Ibs  dl^fi;  nb 
mortal  crei^  ufedl  imtfe  lihKkely  ihiAttis  to  atbdii  ii;  aodirib 
1^  ever  tnore  eoniplete)^  failed  of  bis  end*  Bf  hjpte^ 
ientsng  a  beaft  in  a  bwmo  fonn»  vilbotft  any  ttoe  ebaracv 
Veriffical  Oiark  of  man^  be  couii  tdfdfy  eicpefi  to  render 
liunuin  nature  itfifif  odicto:  and  by  ezbsbitin^  fi>  ftnmgfe 
sk  phaznomenon  a$  the  Ibol  of  man  afioating  a  qnadn^ 
<i)edr,  and  legidiiifig  his  cdhdoft  by  die  rules  tit  ri^ 
itafim,  he  ctfidd  H  tkilk  hope  to  render  the  nslcorci  of  irU 
ratmitat  beafts  more  amiable.  Atd  aecoidtngly  1  betinfb 
no  inbrtii  ever  bad  a  worie  opmkm  of  human  nature;  ftom 
his^  deifcription  ^  the  Yahoos ;  nor  a  better  of  die  tiMtt 
ereation,  frotn  that  of  the  Honyhtth^ttis.  And  aO  the  ill 
^tfkGt  prodtic^fd  by  this  lkble>  has  been  turned  on  the  aok 
thor  himielf,  by  raifing  the  general  indignaition  of  man- 
kind aga'mft  him,  from  a  mtftaktn  view  of  bis  intention : 
fo  that  the  Writer  of  the  above  remarks,  need  not  have 
-pVoKibi^ed  the  reading  of  that  jbart  tit  GuHiVer  With  ftieh 
lbiemmty>  ai  it  never  did,  nor  never  can  inake  one  pro- 
felyte  to  Mifanchropy,  whereof  he  ie'ems  fo  appnrbenfivc^^ 
but  oh  the  contrary  may  be  produflive^of  great  good, 
from  the  moral  fb  evidently  to  be  deduced  from  it^  as  has 
already  been  rtadtf  appear. 

In  OT(e  paragraph  of  the  above  quoted  paftage,  the  art* 
thor,  wrapped  up  in  the  pride  of  philofopby,  (ctms  to 
look  down  upon  Swift  with  ibi^ereign  contempt ;  where 
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be  faysp~^  One  abfurdity  in  this  author  (a  f»huted.PiA^ 
lofcfiMT^  though  a  great  Wit)  is  weU  worth  tcmarking/* 
Qc.  But  it  has  been  ah-eady  Ihewn,  that  the  abfiirditjr 
belongs  to  the  commentator,  not  to  the  author;  and  k 
n^ill  be  difficult  to  perfuade  the  world,  that  Swift  is  noc 
one  of  the  greateft  adepts  in  the  firft  phiiolbphy,  the  (ci« 
ettce  of  mankind  \  of  which  he  has  given  fuch  ample 
proofs  throughout  his  Works^  and  more  particulailj  m 
this  very  bo^,  fo  fuperciliouQy  decried  by  thisyj^i  difami 
Philofopheri  and  which  will  be  of  more  real  benefit  to 
mankind,  than  the  labours  of  a  thoufand  fuch  Writers  as 
the  author  of  Philological  Enquiries,  employed  about 
fplendid  tribes,  and  u&lefs  MetaphyGcs. 

Another  Writer  of  no  fmall  eminence  has  attacked 
Swift  with  great  virulence  on  the  fame  account.  In  a 
pamphlet  of  Dr.  YdUng^s,  entitled  Conjcaures  on  Orig- 
inal Compontion,  there  is  the  folbwing  paflage«  ^'  If  fo, 
P  OulUvcr  I  doft  thou  not  (hudder  at  thy  brother  Lucian's 
.  vUUures  hovering  o'er  .thee  ?  Shudder  on  !  they  cannot 
ihxxk  thee  more,  than  decency  has  been  (hocked  by  thee. 
How  have  tby  Houyhnhnms  thrown  thy  judgment  from 
its  .(eat,  and  laid  thy  imagination  in  the  mire?  In  what 
ordure  ha(^  thou  dipt  thy  pencil  ?  What  a  monfter  haft 
thou  made  of  the 

Human  face  divine  ?  Milton. 

This  Writer  has  fo  fatyrifed  human  nature,  as  to  give  a 
demonftration  in  himfclf,  that  it  dcfervcs  to  be  fatyrifcd.** 
In  anfwer  to  which  I  (hall  addrefs  him  in  his  own  way«^ 
O  DoAor  Young,  how  has  thy  prejvjjiice  thrown  thy 
judgment  from  its  feat,  and  let  thy  imagination  hurry  thee 
beyond  all  bounds  of  common  fenfc !  In  what  black  com- 
pofition  of  %lcen  and  cqvy  haft  thou  dipt  thy  pen !  What 
a  monftrous  charafter  haft  thou  given  of 

One  of  ibe  whliji  men 
thli  tv<r  lived  in  the  tide  of  times,         $«akesp£  ar«. 

Thou 
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Thou  haft  fo  fatyrifed  this  great  man,  as  to  ihew  that  thoci 
thyfcif  ddcrvcft  the  utttioft  fcYcrity  of  faty r.**  After  fuch ' 
a  ftring  of  poeitical  epiphonemas^  what  is  the  charge  which 
he  brings  againft  Swift.  It  is  all  contained  in  thefe  words 
«-^^^  -What  a  monfter  haft  thou  made,  of  the  human  face 
divme !"  Now  as  Dr.  Young  himfelf^  and  all  the  world 
muft  have  allowed,  that  the  human  face  can  have  no 
claim  to  theepithet of  divine,  unlefs  when  animated  Iqr 
the  divine  particle  within  us,  how  can  hebe  faid  to  make 
a  monftrous  reprefcntation  of  the  human  face  divine,  who 
-firft  fuppofes  the  divine  part  to  be  withdrawn,  which  en- 
tides  it  to  that  appellation,  and  fubftitutes  in  its  place  th6 
mind  of  a  brute.  Muft  not  the  human  countenance  m 
this  cafe  lofe  all  that  beauty  and  expreflion,  which  it  de- 
rives from  the  fouRs  looking  out  at  the  eyes,  and  anim*. 
ting  every  feature  ?  On  the  coifitrary,  what  more  deformed 
t>r  (hocking  objed  can  be  exhibited  to  view,  than  the  fau^ 
man  face  diftorted  by  all  the  Vile  and  malevolent  palTions 
belonging  to  man^s  nature.  Let  any  one  refleA  what  {cA 
fations  he  has  had  on  the  fight  of  an  idiot>  an  outrageous 
mad-man,  or  one  pofftfled  by  ungovernable  fury,  extreme 
hatred,  or  implacable  revenge^  and  he  muft  allow  th& 
the  pidhire  Swift  gives  of  the  Yahoo  face,  always.expref- 
fiveof  fome  one  or  other  of  fimilar  paflions,  however  hi- 
deous it  may  be,  is  yet  a  juft  likenels. 

What  then  is  the  meaning  of  the  general  clamour  raifri 
againft  Swift,  unlefs  it  be  thought  criminal  in  him  to  fup- 
pofe  it  poffible,  even  in  a  fable,  that  the  human  frame, 
upon  which  we  value  ourfclvcs  fo  highly,  might  be  the 
receptacle  of  a  brutal  foul  ?  I  fliould  not  wonder  if  fuch 
men  (hould  arraign  the  Almighty  alfo,  for  having  really 
efFefted  this  in  the  cafe  of  Nebuchadnezzar;  or  exhibit- 
ing another  inftance  of  it  to  our  view,  without  a  miracle, 
in  that  of  Peter  the  Wild  Man,  caught  in  the  woods  of 
Germany  ^  in  whom  wa?  to  be  found  a  pcrfeft  image  of 

that 
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ibttkll be finvriJM if  their  wWvatue liiMifeivescUeif 
mthckMCwMiiwiii,  ftoiiMfliiitifr  celiiflaiM^  agtmft 
ibeir  Cicaior^  fgrgiiriiig  ctnM»  ««d»b  i»  near  a  itftc»^ 
fttaKc  1^  tbetn,  »  is  to  be  £M«i  in  fixnr  ^k^  «f  bfti^ 
iooMy  bnrmort  paniadarfy  » the  man^tygper  ^  iriM^ott 
m^  n  fcrsKd  nadiy  like  0mi|  m  bis  boddf  orgaw^  b«r» 
Ike  him  coo^  eftc»  waUss  ttt&  upon  two  kg^,  wiih  a  fiaF 
ift  his  haad^  fits  dcwr»  upon  chohn^  aai  his  the  imc  de- 
l^tiiieiii  m  wsumf  other  points. 

Bm  white  they  io  fqneami&lji  sshe  ofitoce  ai  thisMMK 
mrnityy  this  cbimsera  of  the  bmn,  does  ic  ne^er  occwr  to 
dens  that  there  leally  exifts  tho«£Mids  and  tco  chonfiusds 
mS  Aof  own  fpecics,  in  diSevent  parts  of  dM  peopktf 
eavchy  mfiaitely  more  deteftable  thao  the  Yahoos.  la 
.whatever  odious  light  their  f«m  has  beea  pourtfagfcd^ 
aaa^  it  excite  higher  di%ii<l  tba»  that  of  the  Hotteos^  de*- 
.etNOted  with'guts^  which  are  ofed  for  ibed  whcA  ia  aftate 
of  pociefaftioii  ^  and  who  loafis  his  head  with  a  aauicore 
4U  ftiokiag  greafe  and  fobt^  to  make  a  fecure  kK^;;meAt  for 
lirarms  of  the  moft  fikhy  vermio :  or  thao  thofe  fiirages^ 
who  (Ialk»  mangle^  and  defbrBi»  with  a  variety  of  horrid 
igures,  tiic  kumstt  fai^  divme,  inorder  toflrikea^Featv 
arrror  into  their  enemies  ?  Are  there  aoy  adioos  atthbvted 
so  the  miierable  Yaboa  lodiabolical  as  are  conftantly  prat* 
liftd  in  fome  of  tftefe  favag^  nations^  by  expofi^  their 
childiea^  murdering  their  parents  in  their  c^  age>>  and 
foafting  and  eating  their  captives  taken  in  war,  with  mwf 
Mher  abonmnatioRs  ?  In  all  which  inftances  we  fee,  that 
Jhomaii  reafon,  in  its  ftate  of  depravity,  b  produdive  i|f 
infimtely  wotfe  confirquences,  than  can  proceed  from  .a 
total  depiivation  of  it.    This  lefion  GuUiver  has  takep 

*  It  is  hU  the  hte  Qoten  had  the  cnriofity  to  lee  this  wtM  iB«n» 
iRir  was  fo  (hocked  at  the  appearance  he  m^de^  that  fiie  ordered  kite 
}»iae4B«tely  ojfi  of  her  prefi^oce* 
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cai^  to  inculcates  where  his  iMfterHouyhnbrtm,  after 
baviag  received  an  account  from  him  of  the  manncm 
and  cuftonu  of  the  Europeansj  makes  the  following 
obfervation :  ^^  That  although  he  hated  the  Yahoos  of 
this  couBtry^  yet  he  no  more  blamed  them  for  their 
odious  qualities,  than  he  did  a  jimr^iyi' (abirdofprcy) 
for  its  cruelty,  or  a  ibarp  (tone  for  cutting  his  hooC 
But  when  a  creature,  pretending  to  Teaibn^  could  be 
capable  of  fuch  enormity,  he  dreaded  left  the  cor* 
ruption  of  that  faculty,  might  be  worfe  than  brutaligr 
itfelf/* 

It  may  be  fatd  that  the  inftances  of  depravity  above 
^oted,  are  only  to  be  found  among  favagei^  whofe 
minds,  unenlightened  by  knowledge,  are  governed 
wholly  by  their  brutal  appetites  and  paffions;  and  that 
a  true  picture  of  human  nature  is  only  to  be  taken  frmn 
the  more  civUiaed  States.  Let  us  fee^  therefore,  whe- 
ther in  our  own  dear  country,  while  we  boaft  fo  much 
of  the  extraordinary  lights  drawn  from  Philofophy^ 
and  the  divine  illumination  of  the  Gofpel,  we  do  not 
abound  in  crimes  more  numerous,  and  more  fatal  to 
fociety,  even  than  thofe  of  favages.  Of  thefe  Swift 
hfts  given  us  a  long  mufter-roll,  where  he  defcribes  the 
happy  life  he  led  among  the  Houybnhnms,  free  from  the 
odious  fcenes  of  vice  in  his  own  country,  in  the  fol- 
lowing pafiage;  "  I  enjoyed  perfeft  health  of  body, 
and  tranquillity  of  mind;  I  did  not  feel  the  treachery 
or  inconftancy  of  a  friend,  nor  the  injuries  of  a  fecrc( 
or  open  enemy.  I  had  no  occafion  of  bribing,  flatter^ 
ing,  or  pimping,  to  procure  the  favour  of  any  great 
man,  or  his  minion.  I  wanted  no  fence  againft  fraud 
or  oppreflion ;  here  was  neither  phyfician  to  deftroy  my 
body,  nor  lawyer  to  ruin  my  fortune;  no  informer  to 
watch  my  words  and  aAions,  or  forge  accufations  againft 
ma  for  hire ;'  here  were  no  gibers;,  ccnfyrcrs,  baickbitcrs, 
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jick-pockcts,  highwa^mcn^  houfcbretkcr^  attorntes^ 
bawds^  buffoons,  gamefters^  po)tticfffis»  whs,  fptene- 
ticks,  tedious  talkers^  controvertrfts,  ravifccrs,  mor- 
d!crer),  robbers,  vtrtuofos :  no  leaders  or  followers  of 
party  and  fadtfon  -,  no  encouragefs  to  vice  by  feduce-* 
meat  or  example ;  no  dungeon^  axes,  gibbets,  wbip^ 
prng^-pofts,  or  pHlonesi  no  cheacrng  fkopkeepers  or 
mcchanicks ;  no  pride,  yantcy,  or  affectation  i  no  fops, 
buflies,  drunkards,  (trolling  whores,  or  poxes ;  no 
tanting,  lewd,  expensive  wives }  no  ftupkl  proud  pt<* 
dancsi  no  importunate,  over-bearing,  quarreVbme^ 
iioffiF,  roaring,  empty,  concehed^  fwearmg  compa- 
liieas ;  nofcoundrels  raifed  from  the  dufr  upon  the  me^ 
M  of  their  vices,  or  nobilhy  thrown  into  it  on  account 
of  ibcir  virtues  s  na  Lords^  Fidkrs>  Judges^  or  Dao^ 
cing-mafter*/* 

In  another  place,  after  having  brought  the  wholi^ 
ff ate  of  affairs  in  England  before  the  Judgmcnt-icat  of 
thr  King  of  Brobdingnag,  he  thus  relates  the  ftnti^ 
mcnts  of  that  wife  and  ivtuous  Monarch  on  the  occa^ 
Son :  "  He  was  perfectly  aftoniibed  with  the  hifiorkal 
account  I  gave  him  of  our  affairs  during  the  laft  cen* 
tury,  protefting  it  was  only  a  heap  of  confpiraciesv  jc** 
bell  ions,  murders,  maffacres,  revolutions,  banilbments^ 
the  very  word  effeds  that  avarice,  faftton,  hypociiiy^ 
perfidiourners,  cruelty,  rage,  madnefs^  hatred,  envy, 
IvR,  malice,  and  ambition  could  produce.  His  Msb- 
jefty  in  another  aOdience  was  at  the  pains  to  recapitulate 
the  fum  of  all  I  had  fpoken;  compared  the  queftion< 
wich  the  anfwers  I  had  given ;  then  taking  me  into  his 
hands,  and  (Iroaking  me  gently,  delivered  himfelf  io 
thcfe  words,  which  I  (hall  never  forget,  nor  the  manner 
'he  (poke  them  in  :  '^  My  little  friend  Grildrigy  by  what 
I  have  gathered  from  your  own  relation,  and  the  an- 
fwers I  have  with  much  pains  wringed  and  extorted 
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Croin  you,  I  cannot  but  conclude  the  bulk  of  your  na- 
ci  v€S  to  be  the  mo(t  pernicious  race  of  little  odious  ver-, 
min,  that  nature  ever  fuflfered  to  crawl  od  the  furface 
<jf  the  earth-" 

is  it  not  flrangCf  that  fo  bold  a  fatyr  on  human  na« 
ture«  in  its  actual  ftate  of  exiftence^  (hould  excite  no 
rcfcntaient  in  oxankind,  and  that  they  fliould  fo  readily, 
take  the  alarm  at  an  imaginary  reprefentation  of  it? 
But  in  the  former  cafe  men  are  ready  enough  to  toe 
and  allow  all  manner  of  vices  and  bad  qualities  of  die 
mind  in  others^  though  they  are  Co  blinded  by  felf-U>ve 
as  not  to  find  the  refemblance  to  themfelves ;  but  when 
their  bodily  form,  common  to  all  men,;  is  vilified  and 
debafed,  each  individual  brings  the  attack  home  to 
himielfi  his  ielf-love  takes  fire  at  the  view,  and  kindles- 
hi^  indignation  againft  the  author,  as  an  enemy  to  the 
whole  human  fpecies.  That  this  opinion,  however  ill- 
founded,  became  fo  general,  is  eafily  to  be  accounted 
for,  as  taking  its  rife  from  two  of  the  mofi:  prevailing 
{^affions  in  human  nature,  pride,  and  envy.  The  for* 
mer  called  the  univerfal  pafTion  by  Dr.  Young  >  and  the 
latter  partaking  of  ics  nature,  as  fprtnging  from  the 
fame  roqt.  Their  pride  inllantly  took  fire  upon  feeing 
that  part  of  their  frame,  whereof  in  general  men  are 
moft  vain,  reprefented  iii  fo  odious  a  lights  and  Envy 
feized  the  occafion  of  making  fo  heavy  a  charge  as  that 
of  Mifanthropy,  againft  a  man  of  fuch  uncommon  ta- 
lents. This  broke  forth  chiefly  among  Authors,  jea- 
lous of  that  high  degree  of  fame  obtained  by  the  fu« 
periority  of  his  genius;  and  as  he  was  unaflailable  on 
that  fide^  they  thought  to  bring  him  down  more  on  a 
level  with  themfelves,  by  attributing  feme  of  the  fineft 
exertions  of  that  genius  to  a  malevolent  difpofition : 
and  as  the  prejudices  of  mankind  were  of  their  fide, 
they  cheaply  purchafcd  credit  to  themfelves,  from  ap- 
pearing champions  for  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 

Yet 
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Yet  there  were  not  wanting  bthers  of  clearer  difcfcrn* 
ment,  and  a  more  liberal  turn  of  mind>  who  faw  thtS  , 
irtiole  affaiMtt  its  true  light*    Among  thcfe  the  bene-* 
volent  and  judicious  Dr*  Hawkefworth>  fteps  forth  as 
in  advocate  for  Swift,  and  decidedly  gives  judgment 
in  his  favot*.    In  one  of  his  notes  on  Gulliver,  he  iaySf 
whoever  is  difgufted  with  this  piflure  of  a  Tabco,  would 
do  well  to  refleft,  that  it  becomes  his  own  in  exafl  pro- 
portion as  he  .hnriates  from  virtue;  for  virtue  is  the 
pcrfeftion  of  realbn  :  the  appetites  of  thofc  abandoned 
to  vice,  are  not  lefs  brutal  and  fordid  than  thofe  of  a 
TahoO)  nor  is  their  life  a  ftate  of  lefs  abjeft  fcrvility.** 
And  in  another  of  his  comments  upon  a  paflTage  where-> 
in  Swift  had  given  a  lively  and  true  defcription  of  the 
horrors  of  war,  ftripped  of  all  the  glare  and  falfe  co- 
louring thrown  over  it  by  vain-glory  and  ambicton,  he 
explains,  juftiBes,  and  applauds  the  Author's  motive^ 
for  exhibiting  here^  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  this 
admirable  wofk>  fuch  true  piftures  of  the  vicious  prac- 
tices and  habits  of  mankind,  however  fan^ified  by  cuf* ' 
tom,  or  cmbellifhed  by  fafhion*    His  words  are  thefe^ 
'-*^*  ft  would  perhaps  be  impoilible,  by  the  mod  la- 
boured arguments,  or  forcible  eloquence,  to  Hiew  th^ 
abford  injuftice  and  horrid  cruelty  of  war,  fo  cfFcftually^ 
as  by  this  limple  exhibition  of  them  in  a  new  light  1 
with  warj^  including  every  fp^cies  of  iniquity,  and  every 
art  of  .defttuc'lion,  we  become  familiar  by  degrees^  un*  j 

der  fpecious  terms  I  which  are  feldom  examined,  be--  i 

cauTe  they  are  learned  at  an  age  in  which  the  mind  rc^ 
ceives  and  retains  whatever  is  impreft  on  it.  Thus  ic 
happens,  that  when  one  man  murders  another  to  gra-^ 
tify  his  luft,  we  (hudder  at  it;  but  when  one  man  mur- 
ders a  million  to  gratify  his  vanity^  we  approve  and  ad- 
mire, we  envy  and  applauds  If,  when  this  and  the 
preceding  pages  are  read,  we  difcovcr  with  aftonifli'* 
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iQsry,  iMfekiM«in»t«M,  aadacqqxdbediawarswfaidh 
^F«  cwld  aoc  hm  know  to  biivc  foeea  csgrnmeftood  |g» 
fvKhcmilcsv  tiul  carried  onbffediineim;  Iccjmc^mi 
be  cenfiared  for  Coo  much  ddMTuig  bis  fpecks,  wjio^«i 
coficnb^tcd  CO  c^ir  fcikitjr  aiMl  pM(er«Facioii«  by  ftn^ 
fiiag  o£F  tlic  vcii  of  cuftono  aod  ^mjtsdioe,  and  Mt^^ 
Mg  «P»  i«  ^«i<*  attivc  dfformky^  the  vioct  4»y  wliidk 
ihcy  become  wmtdiedv  «od  die  arts  <^  wUck  tfacf  m» 

Such  k  che  conftrafitioft  wbkrh  vUl  be  pist  fay  «B 
«f  candow*  cafte»  iaod  j«u%ixcM»  vpoii  cbef^  «Ml4dl 
other  pafliges  ia  Swift  tjf  z  ii»ilar  kind.  8«t  if  «ho« 
we ftiU My  who  wilH  periiA  ja  fiodtag  cmtii^^mn^s^ 
fenbjtfice  t«  Che  T«hoo»  ia  che  naine«if  God|»  iC  ^ 
cap  fitst'  let  chem  wear  it,  tad  rail  oa.  I  ^^  ^ottjsf 
taix  my  k;ive <iif  chem  with aa^  lUtm  (coicmx^  ^ 

There  «  aaotber  Wciaer,  «t  ^re&nt  of  gigaMk  fa«ir 
ia  tfaefe  days  of  iittk  men»  who  h^  pivcctided  ao  ^4Xx^ 
ottC  a  Li&  of  Swifc^  hue  Co  mUerably  caKuicd^  as  011^ 
forcfle&  back  on  h|«ifelf  thacdifgracei,  whtqbbe  ineaot 
to  throw  opoa  che  charader  of  die  Oeanu    I  ppMufe^ 
ia  the  Preface  to  make  fome  flri&urea  on  chis  worf^ 
which  I  fcall  aow  perf<?r«.    Ac  bi$  feftiag  out^  Cfc 
Joholba  Oaews.  which  is  Ccarcely  credible^  that  he  ^M 
Cb^  excraordioary  oiaa  in  very  link  cAtonackwu  Mi 
?hat  he  was  not  qualified  co  give  $/^j  ^o^Mot  of  bioi 
with  die  ieaft  degree  of  accuracy.    He  begiaa  his  w^ 
lacioa  thus :  «  Joaachaa  SvfKi  was,  according  co  aa  «H 
count  faid  to.  be  writtea  by  himfelf,  the  fim  of  JoM^ 
thaa  Swift,  an  attorney,  m4  was  bofa  at  DuUiaaa  St* 
Andrew's  day^  1667 :   accordiag  tt>  htt  own  npoct^  aa 
delivered  by  Pope  to  Speocc.  he  waa  bora  a<  Leiocfer. 
the  Ion  of  a  Clergyman,  who  was  iniaiaar  of  aparidi 
3  i. 
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in  Herc^rdlhire.  During  his  life,  the  place  of  hf^ 
birth  was  undetermined*  He  was  contented  to  be  calU 
cd  an  IriOiman  by  the  Iriih,  but  would  occafionall/ 
eaU  himfelf  an  Englilhman.  The  queftion  may,  with- 
out much  regret>  be  left  in  the  obfcurity  in  which  he 
delighted  to  involve  it/'  Here  we  fee  how  utterly 
carelefft  he  was  about  a  fa6t  of  the  grcatcft  notoriety* 
and  eftabliflied  by  the  moft  authentic  proofs.  *'  Ac-i 
cording  to  an  zccount/aid  to  be  written  by  himfelf^"  &c« 
Pray  mark  that  expreflion.  Had  he  taken  the  trouble 
to  inform  himfelf,  be  would  have  found  that  this  ac- 
coQXit  faid  to  be  written,  is  really  in  the  Dcan*s  own 
hand- writing,  and  lodged  by  his  relation  Dcanc  Swift 
in  the  library  of  Dublin  College,  an  account  of  which 
he  has  publilhcd  in  his  Effay  on  the  Life  of  Swift.  In 
the  aiftScftion  of  thcfc  Memoirs,  the  Dean  fays, 
fpcaking  of  himfelf,  "/fe  was  born  in  Duhlin^  on  St. 
Andrew's  day.'*  In  oppoficion  to  this  account  given 
by  himfelf.  Dr.  Johnfon  quotes  a  report  from  a  fccond 
hand,  communicated  to  him  from  Pope  through  Spence, 
<«  During  bis  life,  the  place  of  bis  birth  was  undetermined.^* 
On  the  contrary,  I  fay  that  the  place  of  his  birth  never 
admitted  of  any  doubt,  by  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
information  on  that  head  j  and  if  the  Doftor  had  ever 
looked  into  his  corrcfpondencc,  he  would  have  found 
that  he  acknowledged  it  in  feveral  of  his  letters.  "  He 
was  contented  to  be  called  an  Irifiman,  by  the  Irijhy  but 
would occafionally  call  himfelf  an  Englifhman"*  In  the 
fame  place,  where  he  found  that  he  woqld  occafionally 
call  himfelf  an  Englilhman,  he  might  have  feen  the 
reafon  of  his  doing  fo ;  which  was,  that «« though  dropt 
in  Ireland,"  as  he  himfelf  expreffes  it,  in  a  letter  to 
Lord  Oxford,  he  was  defcendcd  from  Englilh  progenia 
tors  on  both  fides.  But  the  Dodor  fecms  to  have 
thrown  this  tnattw  into  a  llapc  of  doubt,  merely  to  in* 
'  troducc 
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ttoivict  tht  laft  fcntehcei  in  order  to  infiniiatc  the  cori^ 
'ttmptiblc  idea  he  had  of  Swift,  wAerc  he  fays,—"  The 
queftion  may,  wilbout  much  rtgrety  be  left  in  the  obiru- 
rity  in  Which  he  delighted  to  involve  it/'  Which  in 
plain  Engliih  would  run  thus — It  is  of  very  little  mo* 
m^nc  where  the  fellow  was  born.  A^  he  has  been  very 
exa^  in  ftating  the  places  of  their  birth  in  all  the  other 
Lives  of  his  Poets,  even  thofe  of  the  lower  clafs,  hi^ 
marked  indifference  here  is  the  more  ftriking.  But  it 
will  be  faid,— Is  there  any  man  upon  earth  that  can 
have  a  contemptible  idea  of  Swift  ?  Yes— fuch  is  thie 
high  notion  which  the  Doftor  entertains  of  bis  owa  fii- 
periority,  that  he  always  treated  his  name  with  con* 
tempc  His  common  expreflion  in  talking  of  hinij 
wasj  that  Swift  was  a  very  (hallow  fellow. 

Upon  that  paiTage  in  Swift's  Life,  where  it  is  related 
that  in  the  early  part  of  it,  he  generally  travelled  on 
foot,  and  lay  at  waggoners  inns,  he  has  the  following 
comment.  "  This  praftice  Lord  Orrery  imputes  to  his 
innate  love  of  groflfnefs  and  vulgarity :  fome  may  afcribe 
it  to  his  defire  of  furveying  human  life  thro^  all  its  va- 
rieties ;  and  others,  perhaps  with  equal  probability,  to 
a  pallion  which  feems  to  have  been  deep  fixed  in  his 
heart,  the  love  of  a  (hilling/*  How  little  ground  there 
was  for  fuch  a  charge  againft  Swift,  has  been  ampty 
ftewn ;  but  that  it  (hould  be  authorifed  here,  by  the 
fame  Writer,  who  in  another  place  fays,— "With  all  this 
talk  of  his  covetoufneft  and  generofity^  it  (hould  be  re- 
membered that  be  was  never  rich^** — can  b<;  imputetl 
only  to  a  (pirit  of  dctraftion. 

On  another  occafion  he  rclates^  the  following  anec^ 
dote :  Of  its  bumeur,  a  ftory  told  by  Pope  may  afford 
a  fpecimen,  thus  related  by  Spence. 

Doftor  Swift  has  an  odd,  blunt  way,  that  is  miftaken 
by  ftrangers  for  ill-nature.— 'Tis  fo  odd  that  there  is  m> 
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.dcfcribing  it  but  by  fads.  Til  tell  jou  one  that  firft 
comes  into  1117  head.  One  evening  Gay  and  I  went  to 
fee  him:  you  know  how  intimately  we  were  all  ac- 
quainted. On  our  coming  tn»  ^^  Heyday,  gentlemen^ 
(fays  the  Dodor)  what's  the  meaning  of  this  vifit  I 
How  came  you  to  leave  all  the  great  Lords  that  you 
arc  fo  fond  of,  to  come  hither  to  fee  a  poor  Dean  ?** 
Becaufe  we  would  rather  fee  you  than  any  of  them. 
'^  Ay,  any  one  that  did  not  know  fo  we)l  as  I  do,  might 
believe  you.  But  fince  you  are  come,  I  mud  get  fome 
fupper  for  you,  I  fuppofe.** — No,  Dodor,  we  have  fup- 
ped  already. — "  Supped  already,  that's  impofllble  I 
why  it  is  not  eight  o'clock  yet. — That's  vefy  ftrange  I 
but,  if  you  had  not  fupped,  I  muft  ha^  got  fomething 
for  you. — Let  me  fee,  what  (hould  1  have  had  ?  A 
couple  of  lobfters ;  ay,  that  would  have  done  very 
well ;  twp  (hillings —tarts  a  (hilling :  but  you  will  drink 
a  glals  of  wine  with  me,  though  you  fupped  fo  mucb 
before  your  ufual  time  only  to  fpare  my  pocket." — No, 
wc  had  rather  talk  with  you,  than  drink  with  you. — 
*'  But  if  you  had  fupped  with  me,  as  in  all  reafon  you 
ought  to  have  done,  you  mud  then  have  drank  with 
me. — A  bottle  of  wine,  two  (hillings — two  and  two  is 
four,  and  one  is  five;  juft  two  and  fix-pence  a  piece. 
There,  Pope,  there's  half  a  crown  for  you,  and  there's 
another  for  you,  Sir ;  for  I  won't  favc  any  thing  by  you, 
I  am  determined."— This  was  all  faid  iind  done  with 
his  ufual  ferioufnefs  on  fuch  occafions ;  and  in  Ipite  of 
every  thing  we  could  fay  to  the  contrary,  he  adually 
obliged  us  to  take  the  money." 

In  all  this  account  it  is  evident  that  Swift  faw  into  his 
friends  motive  for  not  fupping  with  him,  which  was 
the  fear  of  putting  him  to  expence.  Their  pretending 
to  have  fupped  at  fo  unufual  an  hour,  and  afterwards 
rcfufing  a  glafs  of  wine,  even  fuppofing  thfey  had  fup- 
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ped,  were  fiiU  proofs  of  this..  It  was  clc^r  therefore  to 
him  that  they  had  given  credit  to  the  common  report 
of  his  coVetoiifncfs ;  and  in  order  to  fticW  that  he  was 
above  fuch  fordid  thrift,  and  to  ponifh  them  for  fuppo- 
fing  it,  by  this  praftical  rebuke>  he  made  them  Undergo 
tfic  (hame  of  putting  into  their  pockets,  what  would 
otherwife  have  been  fpent  in  good  fellowfbip.  This 
was  evidently  Swift*s  view,  though  it  docs  not  feem  to 
have  oicCurred  to  Dr;  Johnfon^  who  relates  it  only  as  an 
inftance  of  his  odd  humour. 

In  his  account  of  the  Talc  of  a  Tub,  the  DO(flof 
fays, — "  That  Swift  was  its  authorj  though  it  be  uni^ 
Verfally  believed^  was  never  owned  by  himfelf,  nor  very 
well  proved  bf  any  evidence."  Surely  the  Doftor  hat 
never  {c^n  the  letters  that  paHed  between  the  Dean  and 
Ben  TookCi  publifhed  in  the  i  ith  volume  of  the  laft 
edition  of  his  Works;  wherein  he  not  only  acknowledges 
himfelf  the  author,  but  gives  dircftionj  about  the  pu-* 
blication  of  another  edition,  with  an  Apology  prefixed 
to  it. 

With  regafd  to  The  Battle  of  the  Booksj  he  has  re- 
vived  the  old  charge  of  Plagiarifm  againll  Swift,  in  the 
following  paflfage.  '*  The  Battle  of  the  Books  is  fo  like  ' 
the  Cdtnbat  des  Livres^  which  the  fame  queftion  con- 
cerning  the  Ancients  and  Moderns  had  produced  in 
France,  that  the  improbability  of  fuch  a  coincidence  of 
thoughts  without  communication,  is  not,  in  my  opi« 
nion,*  balanced  by  the  anonymous  proteftation  prefixed^ 
in  which  all  knowledge  of  the  French  book  is  pcrcmp* 
torily  difowned." 

This  charge  was  firft  mftdc  againft  Swift  by  Wotton, 
in  the  following  words.  "  I  have  been  affured,  that 
the  Battle  in  St.  James's  Library,  is,  mutatis  mutandis^ 
taken  out  of  a  French  book,  entituled.  Combat  des 
Livres,   if  I  mifremcoibcr  not/'     Thus  anfwcred  by 
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Swift.  "  In  which  paffage  there  are  two  claufcs  obfcr-^ 
vable  :  I  have  been  ajfured  \  and,  if  I  mif remember  mi. 
I  dcfire  firft  to  know,  whether,  if  that  conjefture  proves 
an  utter  falfehood,  thofe  two  claufes  will  be  a  fufficient 
cxcufc  for  this  worthy  Critic.  The  matter  is  a  trifle  j 
but  would  he  venture  to  pronounce  at  this  rate  upon 
one  of  greater  moment  ?  I  know  nothing  more  con- 
temptible in  a  Writer,  than  the  character  of  a  plagiary, 
which  he  here  fixes  at  a  venture  i  and  this  not  for  a  paf- 
fage, but  a  whole  difcourfe,  taken  out  from  another 
book,  only  mutatis  mutandis.  The  Author  is  as  much 
in  the  dark  about  this,  as  the  Anfwerer;  and  will  imi^* 
late  him  by  an  affirmation  at  random;  that  if  there  be 
a  word  of  truth  in  this  rcfleflion,  he  is  a  paultry  imi- 
tating Pedant;  and  the  Anfwercr  is  a  perfon  of  wit, 
manners,  and  truth.  He  takes  his  boldnefs,  from  ne- 
ver having  feen  any  fuch  Treatife  in  his  life^  nor  heard 
of  it  before:  and  he  is  fure  it  is  impoflible  for  two 
Writers,  of  different  times  and  countries,  to  agree  in 
their  thoughts  after  fuch  a  manner,  that  two  continued 
difcourfes  (hall  be  the  fame,  only  mutatis  mutandis. 
Neither  will  he  infift  upon  the  miftake,  in  the  title? 
but  let  the  Anfwercr  and  his  friend  produce  any  book 
they  pleafe,  he  defies  them  to  fhew  one  fingle  particu- 
lar, where  the  judicious  reader  will  affirm  he  has  been 
obliged  for  the  fmalleft  hint,  giving  only  allowance  for 
the  accidental  encountering  of  a  fingle  thought,  which 
he  knows  may  fometimes  happen ;  though  he  has  ne- 
ver yet  found  it  in  that  difcourfe,  nor  has  heard  it  ob- 
jeifled  by  any  body  elfe.'* 

'.  Is  it  poffible  to  conceive  that  Swift  would  have  made 
4b  bold  an  appeal,  if  he  were  not  confcious  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  advanced,  when  he  might  have  been  fo  ea- 
illy  confuted  ?  Or  that  Wotton  would  not  have  fcized 
rfic  opportunity,   if  he  had  ic  in  his  power,  of  fup.- 
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pbrring  his  charge,  to  the  utter  difgrace  of  his  adver- 
fary  ?  But,  fince  neither  he,  nor  any  one  elfe,  has  ever 
made  the  attempt,  is  it  not  aftoniihing  that  the  calumny 
Ihould  ftill  remain  i  This  is  a  ftriking  inftanceof  thar 
levelling  principle  in  mankind,  which  fwallows  with 
avidity  any  flanders  propagated  to  the  difadvantage  of 
exalted  characters  j  for  though  I  have  never  yet  met 
with  any  mortal  who  had  feen  fuch  a  book,  yet  I  have^ 
heard  from  the  mouchs  of  hundreds  "  that  Swift's 
Battle  of  the  Books  was  taken  from  a  French  book, 
called  Combat  des  Uvres^  Now,  though  this  might  be 
expefted  from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  on  account  of  the 
principle  above-mentioned,  what  Ihall  we  fay  when  we 
find  a  profcfled  biographer,  bound  by  every  principle 
of  juftice  and  humanity  to  guard  the  memory  of  the 
dead  againfl:  falfe  afperfions,  become  himfelf  a^jr//V^/ 
crimims,  by  giving  his  fanftion  to  a  charge,  which  in 
the  very  face  of  it  carries  not  the  Icaft  air  of  truth. 
This  charge  is  made  by  an  avowed  enemy,  not  frorfi 
his  own  knowledge,  but  from  heaj-fay ;  and  that  too  in 
the  moft  guarded  manner ;  notwithftanding  which  fult 
picious  circumftances.  Dr.  Johnfon  aflumes  it  as  k 
truth,  and  forms  his  deductions  from  it  accordingly. 
The  manner  in  which  he  invalidates  the  anfwer  to  it, 
is  moft  curious,  and  well  worthy  of  the  reader's  obfei'- 
vation  j  where  he  fays,—"  That  the  improbability  of 
fuch  a  coincidence  of  thoughts,  without  communicaf- 
tion,  [ftill  you  fee  taking  the  fadl  for  granted]  is  nof, 
in  my  opinion,  balanced  by  the  anonymous  protcftation 
prefixed,  in  which  all  knowledge  of  the  French  book 
is  peremptorily  difowncd."  Now  the  only  reafon  here 
afligned  for  not  giving  due  credit  to  this  protcftation, 
is,  that  it  is  anonymous  i  and  in  that  cafe  we  are  never 
fo  give  credit  to  any  of  Swift's  publications,  as  they 
were  all  anonymous^  except  his  letter  to  the  £ari  of 

G  g  3  Oxford, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


454  THE    LIfE    QP 

Oxford*  But  there  is  no  one  who  hs^s  the  leaft  know-r 
ledge  of  ftylc,  that  i$  not  as  furc  that  the  Apology  wa^ 
written  by  Swifts  as  if  he  faw  it  in  his  own  hand-: 
writing.  Or,  if  there  were  any  doubt,  his  letter  to 
Tooke  proves  it  bcypnd  all  contradidion.  Thjs  i% 
fuch  an  inftance  of  grofs  prtji^dice,  and  want  of 
candour,  as  Ihould  make  the  reader  cautious,  how  he 
gives  any  credit  to  the  many  other  mifreprefcnta- 
Vons  of  this  great  man's  char^ftcr,  difperfcd  through^, 
out  the  Work. 

In  fpeaking  of  Swift's  political  writings,  he  fays,— 
y  But  he  was  now  emerging  into  political  controverfy  j 
for  the  fame  year  produced  the  Examiner^  of  which. 
Swift  wrote  thirty-three  Papers.  In  argument  he  may 
be  allowed  to  have  the  advantage,  Csff .  but  with  regard 
%o  wit,  I  am  afraid  none  of  Swift's  Papers  will  b^  foun4 
cquaf  to  thofc  iy  ^u^bicb  Addifon  pfpofed  hip.** 

Here  he  has  (hewo  a  moft  (hameful  ignorance  of  his 
fubjeft,  by  faying  that  S^ift  was  opposed  by  Addifonj; 
for  had  be  only  turned  to  the  books,  he  would  have 
found  that  Addifon's  laft  Whig  Ej^aminer,  was  publifii^ 
^d  Qfto.bcr  12,  171O}  an^  Swift's  fir(l  Examiner  oa 
the  ipth  of  the  following  November.  So  that  all  this 
boafted  fupcriority  of  Addifon  over  S\yift  in  this  (up- 
pofed  pqnted,  falls  ;o  th^  ground  y  and  I  believe  the 
Po^qr  i^ill  Bi^d  it  hard  to  perfuade  the  worlds  that  eir 
fbef  Addifon^t  or  any  nian  that  ever  lived^  y^as  fuperior 
|o  Swift  in  wit. 

pn  another  (hining  part  0/ Swift^s  charadlcr,  he  makes 
the  following  remark.  ^'  His  difintereilednefs  has  beeii 
Jikewifc  nientioned,  6?f.  He  refufcd,  indeed,  fifty 
pounds  from  Lord  Oxford,  but  be  accepted  afterwards 
a  draft  of  a  thoufand  upon  the  Ej^chequer,  lyhich  was 
jn^erpepted  by  the  Queen's  death,  and  which  he  rcj- 
figned,  as  he  fajs  hinafelf^  ?»«//tf  gemensy  with  many  a 
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gfcan.**  In  what  an  invidious  light  has  he  placed  this 
cranfadion.  But  this  is  a  common  artifice  of  malice^ 
to  relate  bare  fafts,  without  any  of  the  concomitant 
circumftances,  which  may  place  thofe  fafts  inavcry 
different  point  of  view.  As  they  are  (tated  here,  th? 
inference  to  be  drawn,  is,  that  though  Swift  rejcfted 
the  offer  of  fo  paltry  a  fum  as  that  of  fifty  pounds, 
he  was  not  proof  again  ft  fo  large  a  bribe  as  that  of  a. 
thoufand ;  and  this  naturally  follows  from  omitting  the 
circumftanccs  of  time  and  occafion.  When  Lord  Ox- 
ford prcfented  him  with  a  bill  for  fifty  pounds,  it  was 
at  an  early  period  of  their  acquaintance,  when  Swifc 
engaged  to  employ  his  pen  in  behalf  of  the  meafures 
of  that  Miniftry ;  and  was  to  be  confidered  only  as  an 
earned  of  future  gratifications  of  the  fame  kind,  ac- 
cording to  his  future  merits.  We  have  fcen  with  what ' 
indignation  he  rejected  this  intended  favour,  and  what 
lefentment  he  (hewed  at  his  being  thus  put  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a  hireling  Writer.  He  afterwards  continued  his 
fcrvices  for  near  three  years  without  receiving  or  foli- 
citing  any  reward ;  and  when  at  laft  the  Deanery  of 
St.  Patrick's  was  given  him,  he  told  Lord  Oxford  that 
he  ought  to  have  been  put  into  the  clear  poffeliion  of 
jt,  and  not  be  obliged  to  borrow  money,  as  he  hated 
of  all  things  to  be  in  debt,  for  the  neceffary  expences 
attending  his  indudtion  to  it.  His  claim  was  the 
ftronger  on  the  Miniftry  for  this,  as  he  was  not  at 
all  indebted  to  them  for  his  preferment,  which  he 
owed  entirely  to  the  friendfhip  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
monde I  believe  all  the  world  will  allow,  that,  had  he 
received  it,  this  would  have  been  but  a  poor  reward 
for  all  his  long  and  important  fervices ;  and  had  he 
pulhed  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  have 
been  obtained.  But  finding  his  firft  hint  neglefted  by 
i^ord  OjLford,  be  fcorned  to  prefs  it  any  farther  i   and 
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t^e  order  an  the  Exchequer  was  made  ovt  without  Im 
participation,  as  has  been  (hewn  before^  under  the  Ihorc 
Adminiftratipn  of  Lord  Boliogbroke.     The  latter  part 
of  the  fentence-^'^  and  which  he  refignedj  as  he  fiiys 
hinafeify  multa  gemens^^  mitb  many  a  gr9ani''^i%  written 
in  the  fame  fpirit  with  the  reft :  for  it  is  evident  from 
the  whole  turn  of  the  letter  ^hich  contains  this  paflage» 
that  Swift  ufed  this  phrafe  jocofely»  which  the  Dodor 
choofes  to  take  in  a  ferious  lights  and  tranilate  literally, 
It  was  impofilble  ind^d  that  he  could  have  the  leaft 
iblicitude  about  it  at  the  time  this  letter  was  writ,  in 
ihe  year  1726,  fourteen  years  after  he  had  received  th^ 
prder,    which  he  never  thought  of  prefcnting.    For 
^hough  it  is  highly  probablej'from  the  grei^t  favour 
which  he  then  ftood  in  with  the  Princefs,  and  the  civil 
reception  he  met  with  even  at  St.  James's^  that  upon 
proper  application  he  might  have  been  paid  the  de^ 
mand>  to  which  he  had   an  equitable   right  1   yet  be 
j(corned  to  owe  any  obligation  to  a  Minifter,  of  whofe 
tneafures  he  fo  entirely  difapproved«     And  that  this 
was  his  way  of  thinking  is  fully  proved  by  a  letter  writ* 
ten  to  Dir.  Sheridan  about  the  fame  time,  where  he 
fays, — "  Tell  the  Archdeacon  that  I  never  a(ked  foe 
my  thoufand  pound,  which  he  heard  I  have  got|  al^i* 
t;hough  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Princefs  the  laft  time  I 
faw  her,  but  I  bid  her  tell  Walpole  I  fcorned  to  ^ 
him  for  it." 

.  But  of  all  the  charges  brought  againft  Swift,  there 
Is  qne  of  the  moft  malignant  nature,  which  has  nevef 
even  beep  hinted  at  by  any  other  Writer  5  and  is  utterly 
unfupported  by  any  evidence.  It  is  contained  in  the 
following  paflfage.  <'  Swift  was  popular  a  while  by  an^ 
other  mode  of  beneficence.  He  fct  afide  fome  bun-j 
dreds  to  be  lent  in  fmall  fums  to  the  poor,  from  five 
fliillings,  I  thinkj  ^0  five  Dounds.    He  took  00  inee-t 
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reft,  and  only  required  that  at  repayment,  a  fmall  fee 
fliould  be  given  to  the  accomptant  j  but  he  required 
that  the  day  of  promifed  payment  (hould  be  exaftlf 
kept.  A  feverc  and  pundilious  temper  is  ill  qualified 
for  tranfaftions  with  the  poor  5  the  day  was  often  bro- 
ken, and  the  loan  was  not  repaid.  This  might  have 
been  eafily  forcfecn ;  but  for  this  Swift  had  made  no 
provifion  of  patience  or  pity.  He  ordered  his  debtors 
'  to  be  fucd.  A  fevcre  creditor  has  no  popular  charac- 
ter; what  then  was  likely  to  be  faid  of 'him  who  em- 
ploys the  catchpoll  under  the  appearance  of  charity? 
The  clamour  againft  him  was  loud,  and  the  refentmenc 
0f  the  populace  outrageous ;  he  was  therefore  forced 
to  drop  his  fcheme,  and  own  the  folly  of  expefting 
punftuality  from  the  poor." 

Now  I  do  aflcrt,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  there 
is  not  one  fyllable  of  truth  in  this  whole  account,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end.  I  have  before  Ihewn  what 
wife  precautions  Swift  took  to  prerent  any  diminution 
of  this  fund;  which  were  fo  effcftual,  that  it  held  out 
entire  to  the  lad,  and  the  circulation  of  it  continued 
unimpaired,  till  he  was  deprived  of  his  underftanding  i 
as  numbers  of  families,  who  now  live  in  credit,  and 
who  originally  owed  their  eftablilhment  to  what  wa$ 
borr<>wed  from  that  fund,  can  atteft.  From  his  firft 
fetting  out  in  this  paflage,  we  fee  how  willing  the  Doc- 
tor was  to  depreciate  this  noble  charity,  where  he  fays, — 
**  He  fet  afide  fome  hundreds  to  be  Icqt  in  fmall  fums 
to  the  poor,  from  five  (hiUings,  I  think,  to  five  pounds.** 
Some  hundreds,  may  mean  two  or  three  hundred  j  iiad 
he  confulted  any  of  his  Nkmoir  Writers,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  fum  was  five  hundred  pounds ;  and  that 
it  was  lent  out,  not  in  fmall  fums  from  five  (hillings  to 
^ve  pounds,  but  from  flfve  pounds  to  ten.  And  though 
|be  Do^^or  has  guarded  his  |>altry  htm  of  five  MU 
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lings^  with  an— i  /W»i— what  apology  can  be  made  fer 
fonjtfture,  where  certainty  was  fo  eafily  to  be  obtained* 
A%  to  the  cruelty  he  is  charged  with  to  his  poor  debt-^ 
ors,  wbaterer  report  of  that  fort  may  have  been  railed 
n  London,  it  certainty  never  was  beard  of  in  Dublin  ^ 
but  when  he  add$,  that^  on  this  account,  <^  The  cla- 
mour againd  him  was  loud,  and  the  refentmeut  of  the 
populace  outrageous" — one  cannot  help  being  aftonilb- 
ed  at  fo  confident  an  aflertion,  againft  a  fad  of  fuch 
public  notoriety  :  for  even  the  worft  maligners  of  the 
Deafi  allow  that  no  man  ever  pojQeffed  the  love  of  the 
populace  tafo  high  a  degree  ;  and  it  is  well  known  in 
Dubliii,  that  no  part  of  his  condudk  ever  gained  hin\ 
|t>  much  popularity,  as  this  well  devifcd,  well  managed , 
charity*  If  the  Doftor  had  any  authority  for  this  grofs, 
mifreprcfentation,  he  ought  to  have  produced  it^  other- 
wi&  the  fcandal  may  be  brought  home  to  himfelC 
The  fcandal  not  only  of  attempting  to  deprive  Swif^ 
pf  th^  merit  of  fuch  a  noble  inftitution,  but  by  fucb 
mifreprefentation,  to  place  bis  charaftcr  in  a  nnoft  odious 
light. 

But  of  all  the  indances  that  occur  throughout  this 
work,  of  the  ftrong  bias  in  the  Doftoi-'s  mind,  to  place 
every  thing  with  regard  to  Swift  in  the  worft  lighr>  no 
one  is  more  remarkable  than  the  account  he  gives  of 
the  forged  letters  fent  to  the  Queen  in  the  Dean'a 
name,  to  be  found  in  the  following  pafTage^  where 
fpeaking  of  the  Queen^  he  fays,— ^*^  I  kixow  not  whe- 
ther (he  had  not,  in  her  turn,  fome  reafon  fof  com-. 
plaint.  A  letter  was  fent  her,  not  fo  much  entreating^ 
as  requiring  her  patronage  of  Mrs.  Barber,  an  ingenbua 
Irifhwoman,  who  was  then  begging  fubfcriptions  for 
tier  Poems.  To  this  letter  was  fubfcribed  the  name  of 
^wift,  and  it  baf  all  fbc  appearances  of  bis  diai9n  and 
Jentiments  s  but  it  was  not  wi:itten.  in  his  hit.nd„  and  had 
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Utnt  little  improprieties.  When  he  was  charged  with 
this  letter,  he>  laid  hold  pf  the  inaccuracies,  and  urged 
the  improbaljility  of  the  accufation  ;  but  never  denied 
it :  he  (huffles  between  cowardice  and  veracity,  and 
talks  big  when  he  fays  nothing."  In  anfwer  to  which, 
I  am  tempted  to  lay  before  the  reader  Swift's  defence 
pf  himfclf,  though  ftt  down  in  a  former  place,  Jcft  it 
might  have  efcaped  his  obfervation.  To  a  letter  from 
his  friend  Pope,  inclofing  one  of  thofc  forged  ones,  he 
makes  the  following  reply.  "  As  for  thofc  three  Icttem 
you  mention,  fupppfed  all  to  be  wrictep  by  me  to  the 
Queen,  on  Mrs.  Barber's  account,  cfpecially  the  letter 
which  bears  my  name,  I  can  only  fay  that  the  apprc- 
hendons  onp  may  be  apt  to  have  of  a  friend's  doing  a 
foolifli  thing,  is  an  effefb  of  Kindnefs  ^  and  God  know$ 
who  is  free  from  playing  the  fool  fometime  or  other. 
3ut  in  fuch  a  degree,  as  tp  wrjte  to  the  Queen,  whq 
(lath  ufed  me  ill  without  any  caufe,  and  to  write  in  fuch 
^  manner  as  the  letter  you  fent  me,  and  in  fuch  a  ftyle^ 
and  to  have  fuch  a  zeal  for  one  almoft  a  flranger,  and 
to  make  fuch  a  defcription  of  a  wonrian,  as  to  prefer 
jier  befpre  all  mankind  ;  and  to  inftance  it  as  one  of  the 
greateft  grievances  of  Ireland,  that  her  Majefty  hath 
not  encouraged  Mrs.  Barber,  a  woollen-draper's  wife 
declined  in  the  world,  bccaufe  Ihc  ha,th  a  knack  of  vcrr 
fifyingi  was,  to  fuppofe,  or  fear,  a  folly  fp  tranfcend- 
ent,  that  no  rnan  could  be  guilty  of,  who  was  not  fi( 
for  Bedlam.  •  You  know  the  letter  you  fent  inclofcd  is 
not  my  hand,  and  why  I  fhould  difguife,  and  yet  figp 
piy  name,  is  unaccountable. — If  the  Queen  had  not  an 
inclination  to  think  ill  of  me,  fhe  knows  me  too  we{l 
to  believe  ip  her  own  heart  that  I  fhould  be  fuch  a  cox- 
^romb,"  fc?c.  And  in  hi^  letter  to  Mrs.  Howard  upon 
;he  faifle  fubjeft^  he  thus  expreffes  himfelf.  "  I  find, 
frpm  fcvcral  inftances;^  that  I  am  under  the  Queen's  dif- 
7  |>lcafure| 
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pleafure ;  ahd^  a$  it  is  vfual  among  Princes,  wichont 
any  manner  of  rcafon.  I  am  told  there  were  three  let- 
ters fent  to  her  Majefty  in  relation  to  one  Mrs.  Barber^ 
^ho  is  now  in  London,  and  foliciting  for  a  fubfcription 
to  her  Poems.  It  feems  the  Queen  thinks  that  thele 
letters  were  written  by  me  i  and  1  fcorn  to  defend  my- 
fclf,  even  to  her  Majefty,  grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the 
opinion  1  had  of  her  juftice,  her  tafte,  and  good  fcnfc : 
efpecially  when  the  laft  of  thofc  letters,  whereof  I  have 
juft  received  the  original  from  Mr.  Pope,  was  figned 
with  my  name :  and  why  I  fhould  difguifc  my  hand, 
which  you  know  very  well,  and  yet  write  my  name»  i» 
both  ridiculous  and  unaccountable/'  Now,  I  appeal 
to  the  reader  whether  it  was  poffible  for  a  man  to  have 
made  a  ftrongcr  defence  againft  fuch  a  charge.  Strong- 
er indeed  than  was  at  all  neceflary  on  the  occafion,  as 
it  was  foon  difcovercd  to  be  a  trick  of  fome  enemy  to 
render  him  ridiculous  j  and  loft  all  credit  at  Court ;  as 
we  find  by  an  anfwer  to  the  above  letter  from  Lady  Suf- 
folk, in  which  (he  raillies  the  Dean  with  great  fpright- 
linefs.  "  Think  of  my  joy  to  hear  you  fufpefted  of 
folly  i  think  of  my  pleafure  iHrhen  I  entered  the  lift  for 
your  juftification !  Indeed  I  was  a  little  difconcerted  to 
find  Mr.  Pope  took  the  fame  fide ;  for  I  would  have  had 
the  man  of  wit,  the  dignified  divine,  the  Irilh  Drapier 
have  found  no  friend,  but  the  filly  woman  and  the 
Courtier.  •  .  •  Now,  to  my  mortification,  I  find  every 
body  inclined  to  think  you  had  no  hand  in  wrifmg  thefe 
letters/' 

This  impotent  attapk  upon  the  Dean,  we  find,  was 
ftified  in  its  birth.  What  fliall  we  fay  then  to  the  at- 
tempt made  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  revive  it  at  this  diftancc 
of  time,  in  order  to  level  hinl  with  the  loweft  of  man* 
kind,  by  three  grofs  imputations,  each  of  which  is  ut- 
terly incQm|)atibIc  with  the  whole  of  his  chara&crt 
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And  thefe  are^  no  lefs  than  folly^  fallhood,  and  cow^ 
ardicc.  Foliy  in  the  extreme,  in  fuppofing  him  to 
write  fuch  letters,  as  could  only  reflcft  difgraccon  him- 
felf,  without  any.  aflignable  motive  for  his  doing  fo : 
falfhood  of  the  worft  kind,  as  prevarication  is  wor(f 
than  lying;  and  cowardice  in  not  daring  to  own  what 
he  had  done.  Who  is  there  that  knows  any  thing  of 
Swift,  his  utter  abhorrence  of  every  fpecies  of  folfhood ; 
his  courage  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  the  face  of  Majefty, 
with  the  fame  freedom  as  before  the  meaneft  fubjcft  5 
but  muft  be  fhocked  at  the  audacity  of  the-  man,  who 
dared  to  fay  of  him, — "  He  ihufQes  between  cowardice 
and  veracity,  and  talks  big  when  he  fays  nothing." 

The  only  reafons  affigned  by  the  Doftor  for  his  be- 
lieving that  the  letters  were  really  written  by  Swift,  arc 
thefe. 

I  ft.  To  this  letter  was  fubfcribed  the  name  of  Swift, 
and  it  has  all  the  appear ances  of  bis  diSlion  and  fentiments. 
Now  I  will  appeal  to  any  one  of  tafte  acquainted  with 
Swift's  ftyle,  whether  there  ever  was  a  more  clumfy 
imitation  attempted,  both  with  regard  to  thoughts  and 
expreffion.  It  bears  indeed  as  little  refemblance  to  his, 
as  one  of  Overton's  wooden  prints,  to  thc/opper-platc 
of  Hogarth.  ^ 

ad.  When  he  was  charged  with  this  letter,  he  laid 
hold  of  the  inaccuracies,  and  urged  the  improbability 
of  the  accufation,  but  never  denied  it.'*  That  is  to  fay, 
becaufe  Swift  does  not  in  exprefs  terms  fay,  "  I  did 
not  write  thofe  letters,"-— therefore  he  does  not  deny  it. 
But  his  indignation  at  fo  bafe  a  charge  was  too  great  to 
anfwcr  it  only  by  a  fimple  denial  j  to  his  friend  Pope  he 
refutes  it  by  fuch  forcible  arguments,  as  (hewed  the  im- 
poflibility  of  his  being  capable  of  fuch  an  egregious 
piece  pf  folly,  unlefs,  as  he  expreflcs  it,  he  were  fit  for 
Bedlam.    **  To  the  Queen  indeed  (as  he  nobly  fays) 
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1  {coi*n  to  defend  myfelf  j  grounding  my  fcorri  lipdh 
the  opinion  1  had  of  her  juftice,  her  taftc^  and  good 
fcnfc/* 

While  thi^  poftof  was  maliciouQy  endeavouring  tb 
fix  the  (lain  of  a  bafe  prevaricJation  on  Swifti  he  did 
not  forcfee  that  the  charge-^ 

Would,  like  a  deTilifh  engine^  bick  i-ecoil 
Upon  himfelf*  MiLTOiTi 

For,  as  it  is  a  received  opiiriion  in  the  world,  that  mefi 
judge  of  others  by  themfclres,  there  is  no  one  who  feei 
fo  vile  an  imputation,  thrown  on  fo  exalted  a  charac*- 
ter,  upon  fuch  bad  grounds,  but  will  fuppofe  the  Doc- 
tor capable  of  afting  in  that  manner  himfelf,  under 
fimilar  circumftances. 

It  were  a  tedious  bufincfi  to  follow  the  Doftor 
through  many  other  paflages  equally  reprehcnlible  s 
but  by  thofe  Which  I  have  alfeady  expofed^  I  have 
Ihcwn  how  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  reft.  All 
candid  readers  of  the  other  Lives  written  by  this  Bio- 
grapher, will  fee  how  envioufly  he  has  endeavoured  t6 
depreciate  the  Charafters,  or  Works,  of  men  of  the 
greatcft  genius,  and  to  exalt  others  of  little  fame.  Of 
this  he  has  given  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  very 
next  Life  to  that  of  Swift,  which  may  be  confidered  as 
an  antidote  to  his  poifon.  What  will  pofterity  fay  wheh 
they  fee  the  Life  of  Savage  extended  to  double  the 
number  of  pages  occupied  by  that  of  Swift  ?  When 
they  (hall  find  the  Writings  of  the  one,  not  a  Hne  of 
which  will  probably  dcfcend  to  them,  highly  extolled  i 
and  the  Works  of  the  immortal  Swift,  either  con- 
demned, or  (lightly  praifed  ?  When  they  (hall  fee  every 
art  ufed  to  palliate  the  aftions  of  one  of  the  worft  of 
men,  and  place  his  character  in  the  moft  favourable 
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light;  and  all  the  ingenuity  of  malice  exerted  to.mif- 
reprefent  the  cpnduft,  and  vilify  the  charafter  of  one 
of  the  beft  ?  But  whatever  ps^ins  the  DoAor  may  hare 
taken  i«  drawing  all  thefe  portraits  of  our  Poets,  thcj 
w9l  never  be  coofidcred  as  likencflcs ;  except  his  own, 
which  he  has  unwarily  handed  down  to  future  ages^  m 
fuch  ftfong  (Matures,  that  the  refcarblancc  never  can  be 
doubted. 

In  oppofition  to  all  the  maUgners  of  Swift,  ndoft  of 
whom  were  fuch-r- 

jfs  neitbir  kntw  hLs  ficuJlies -^r  jferfoHSn  AK^i. 

I  (hall  oppofe  the  teftimony  of  two  men,  who  we^e  df 
his  intimate  acquaintance  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
Dr.  Dclany,  and  Dr.  Stopford.  The  lirft  concludes 
his  anfwcr  to  Lord  Orrery  m  the  following  manner* 

**  My  Lord,  when  you  confidcr  Swift's  fingular,  pe- 
culiar, and  moft  variegated  vein  of  wit,  always  in- 
tended rightly,  although  not  always  rightly  dirctStcdi 
delightful  in  many  inftances,  and  falutary,  even  where 
it  is  moft  ofienfive  ;  when  yo«  confider  his  ftrift  trotHn 
his  fortitude  in  rcfifting  oppreffion,  and  arbitrary 
power;  his  fidelity  in  friend(hip  j  his  fincere  love  and 
zeal  for  religion  ;  his  uprightncfs  in  making  right  re- 
folutions,  and  his  fteady  adherence  to  them  :  his  care 
of  his  church,  its  choir,  its  oeconomy,  and  its  income : 
his  attention  to  all  thofe  that  preached  in  his  Cathedral, 
in  order  to  their  amcndciicnt  in  pronunciation  and  flyle  $ 
as  alfo  his  remarkable  attention  to  the  intcreft  of  hi^ 
fucccflbrs,  preferably  to  his  own  prefent  emoluments  & 
his  invincible  patriotifm,  even  to  a  country  which  he 
did  not  love  j  his  very  various,  well-devifed,  well 
judged,  and  extenfive  charities,  throughout  his  life; 
and  bis  whole  fortuae  conveyed  to  the  fame  Chriftian 
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purpoTes  at  his  death :  charities,  from  which  he  cduld 
enjoy  no  honour,  advantagcj  or  fatisfadton  of  any 
.kind,  in  this  world. 

When  you  conlider  his  ironical  and  humourous>  as 
well  as  his  ferious  fchemes  for  the  promotion  of  true 
religion  and  virtue;  hi^  fuccefs  in  folicitiog  for  the  firft 
fruits  and  twentieths,  to  the  unfpeakable  benefit  of  the 
cftablilbcd  Church  of  Ireland  i  and  his  felicity  (to  rate 
It  no  higher)  in  giving  occafioa  to  the  building  of 
fifty  new  churches  in  London. 

AH  this  confidered,  the  charafter  of  his  Life  will 
appear  like  that  of  his  Writings,  they  will  both  bear 
to  be  re-confidercd,  and  re-examined  with  the  utmofl: 
attention;  and  will  always  difcover  new  beauties  and 
excellencies,  upon  every  examination. 

They  will  bear  to  be  confidered  as  the  Sun,  in  which 
the  brightnefs  will  hide  the  blemilhes  ;  and  whenever 
petulant  ignorance,  pride,  malice,  malignity,  or  envy 
interpofes,  to  cloud,  or  fully  his  fame,  I  will  take  up* 
on  me  to  pronounce  the  eclipfe  will  not  laft  long. 

To  conclude. — No  man  ever  defcrved  better  of  any 
country,  than  Swift  did  of  his.  Aftcady,  perfevcring, 
inflexible  friend  i  a  wife,  a  watchful,  and  a  faithful 
Counfellor  under  many  fevere  trials,  and  bitter  perfe- 
cutions,  to  th^  manifeft  hazard  both  of  his  liberty  and 
fortune. 

He  lived  a  blefllng,  he  died  a  benefactor,  and  his 
name  will  ever  live  an  honour  to  Ireland.** 

The  other  was  written  in  Latin,  by  Dr.  Stopford, 
Bifhop  of  Cloyne;  a  man  inferior  to  none  of  his, time 
in  learning,  benevolence,  and  piety ;  adorned  with  all 
the  qualities  that  conftitute  the  fcholar,  the  gentleman, 
and  the  Chriftian.  Swift,  on  an  early  acquaintance, 
foon  diftinguiOied  fo  excellent  a  charafter,  took  him 
ioto  his  confidence,  became  his  patron,  and  never  cea- 

fed 
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tcAh\%  good  offices  till,  from  4  junior  fellow  theof  Col- 
hgcy  he  raifed  him  to  that  high  rank,  fo  fuited  to  hi$ 
merit.  The  good  Bi(hop>  wh6  always  acknowledged 
ihat  he  owed  every  ftep  of  his  preferment  entirely  to 
Swiftj  paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his 
deceafed  friend  and  bcnefaAor. 


MEMORIiE    JONATH.  SWIPT,    S. 

OU  E  M  vivum  ex  animo  coluit,  amtco  llceat  mor- 
tuum  deflcre>  atque  hoc  qualicunque  fungi  mu« 
here. 

A.C.  1^45  Oftobris  die  ip*^*.  obiit  Joi»ATHAti  SwiM 
Decanus  Ecclefiae  Cathedralis  Sanfti  Patricii  Dublin]-^ 
cnfis  5  vixit  annos  feptuaginta  fcptem,  decern  mcnfesi 
19  dies. 

Vir  ultra  quam  homini  conceflum  videtur,  maximi^ 
brnatus  virtutibus.  Vires  ingtnii  mirandae  potiuS| 
quam  a  quoquam  tekoptands  -,  quas  exercuir  prascipu^ 
in  politicis  &  poetica. 

Incorrbptus  inter  peflimos  mores  5  tnagni  atque  con* 
ftantis  animi;  libertatis  femper  ftudiofiffimus,  atq;  nof- 
tri  reipublicae  flatus,  a  Gothis  quondam  fapienter  infti-^ 
tuti,  laudator  perpetuus,  propiignator  acerrimus.  Cu- 
jus  tamcn  formam^  ambitu  &  largitione  adeo  faedatam 
ut  vix  nunc  dignofci  pofTit,  fspius  indignabundus  plo* 
rabat. 

Patria;  amore  Bagrans  Ibrtem  Hibernias,  quoties  de- 
flevit !  quoties  laboranti  fubvenic !  Teftis  epiftolae  ilte 
nunquam  interiturse,  quibus^  infulam  mifcr^  labantcm, 
jamque  juga  ahenea  fubcuntem,  erexit,  confirmavit  • 
impiis  inimicorum  conatibus  fortiter  infradis,  proftratis* 

Privatam  fi  infpicias  vitam,  cum  illo  gratias,  lepo- 
tcs,  fales  intcriiffc  dicas;   quibus  fuaviffimc  fcjrmones 
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condiciy'  fummo  tamen  cum  decore»  utpote  cui  unic^ 
propofuumj  quod  vcrum,  quod  decens^  amicU  &  cU 
vibus  fuis  affidue  commendarc. 

Neclevior  flagiciorumvindcxy  fraudes,  ambicionen% 
avariciamj  didtis  accrrime  laccravtt^  exemplo  fcHciter 
opprcfllt. 

£rga  bonos  comis,  liberalis, '  pius>  commodi^  ami- 
corum  anxic  infcrvicns  j  pro  pauperibus  fcmpcr  ibllici- 
tus  i  quorum  cgcftati  in  hac  urbc  mire  confuluity  pccu- 
nia  mucuo  data  in6mis  artiftcum>  in  rata^  caquc  exigua 
portione  per  fcptimanas  rependenda,  unde  muitt  pau« 
percati  jam  fuccumbente8>  fefe  paulatim  cxpcdierunt. 

Idem,  abflincntia:  exemplar  antiquum,  parce  atqi 
duriter  rem  familiarem  adminiftravit  i  quafq^  fibt  inu«- 
tiles  fpernebat  opcs>  fedulo  camen  c<^mparata^,  domut 
hofpicali  coadends,  moriens  magnifice  legavic :  ubi 
idiotse  &  lunatici^  collati  muneris  ignari^  pie  icmper 
U-actarentur. 

Hie  vir,  cantus,  talifque^  qui  vividis  ingenii  viribua 
longe  genus  humanum  fuperabac,  a  civibus  iogratis  diu 
negle£bus,  magnatum  invidiam  Hepiusj  gratiam  vixun* 
quam  cxpertus,  triginca  duos  annos  latuic  in  Hibernia, 
f^ullo  ultra  decanatum  infignicus  titulo;  quod  tameU 
Uli  pro  votis  accidiiTe  inter  amicos  conftat,  quippc  cui 
femper  in  ore  erat ;  Non  tam  rcfcrre>  quo  gencre  honc^ 
rum  fis  ornatus^  quam  a  quibus  &  inter  quos. 

Tandem  fenio,  atq;  intolerandis  capitis  doloribu^ 
confcftus,  mente,  memoria,  fcnfu  paulatim  deBcienti- 
|{;)us,  jamq;  penitus  excindtis,  per  quatuor  poftremos 
yitst  aanos,  Fnter  moerentes  amico&  mortuus  vixit^ 
qucm  tamen  omni  laude  digniffimum  rite  confecrani 
(^vina  ingenii  lumina. 

I  (hall  clofc  my  account  of  this  extraordinary  tnaii> 
Ivith  laying  .open  x>ac  leadino;  part  of  his  xharadtciv 
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tvhich  may  fcrvc  as  a  clue  to  the  wholes  He  was  per- 
haps.che  moft  diQnterefted  man  that  ever  lived.  No 
fclfilh  motive  ever  influenced  any  part  of  his  conduft. 
He  loved  virtue  for  its  own  fake^  and  was  content  ic 
fhould  be  its  own  reward.  The  means  to  arrive  at 
rahk,  fortune,  and  fame>  the  three  great  objcdls  of 
purfuit  in  other  men>  though  all  thrown  in  his  way, 
he  utterly  defpifcd,  fatisfied  with  having  defervcd  them* 
The  fame  principle  operated  equally  on  the  author,  as 
on  the  man  i  as  he  never  put  his  name  to  his  Works, 
nor  had  any  folicitude  about  them,  after  they  had  once 
made  iheir  appearance  in  the  world.  The  lafl:  aft  of 
his  life  (hewed  how  far  he  made  this  a  rule  of  conduft, 
in  his  choice  of  th'e  charity  to  which  he  bequeathed  his 
fortune ;  leaving  it  for  the  fupport  of  Idiots  and  Lu* 
Aatics,  beings  that  could  never  kndw  their  bencfafton 
Upon  the  whole,  when  we  confider  his  charafter  as 
a  man,  perfeftly  free  from  vice,  with  few  frailtiesi  ana 
fuch  exalted  virtues  $  and  as  an  author,  pofTefTed  of 
fuch  uncommon  talents,  fuch  an  original  vein  of  hu« 
mour,  fuch  an  inexhauft^hlc  fund  of  wit,  joined  to  far 
clear  and  folid  an  underftanding  1  when  we  behold  thefc 
two  charafters  united  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon  i  per-« 
haps  it  will  not  be  thought  too  bold  an  aflertion,  to 
fay,  that  his  parallel  is  not  to  be  found  either  in  the 
hiftory  of  ancient  or  modern  times. 


TttE     E  N  Dr 
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ANECDOTES 

OF     THE 

FAMILY    OF    SWIFT. 

A     FRAGMENT. 

Written  by  Dr.  Swift. 

The  original  Manufcript  in  his  own  Hand  is  lodged 
in  the  Univcrfity  Library  of  Dublik. 

TH  E  family  of  the  Swifts  was  ancient  in  York- 
(hires  from  them  defcended  a  noted  pcrfbn, 
who  pafied  under  the  name  of  Cavaiiero  Swifts  a  man 
of  wit  and  humour.  He  was  made  an  Irilh  Peer  by 
King  James  or  King  Charles  the  Firft,  with  the  title  of 
Baron  Carlingford^  hut  never  was  in.  that  kingdom.. 
Many  traditional  pleafant  ftories  are  related  of  him« 
which  the  family  planted  in  Ireland  hath  received  from 
their  parents.  This  Lord  died  without  iffue  male; 
and  his  heircfs>  whether' of  the  firft  or  fecond  defcent, 
was  married  to  Robert  Fielding,  Efq;  commonly  called 
handfome  Fielding;  (he  brought  him  a  confiderabic 
^ftare  in  Yorkfhire,  which  he  fquandered  away,  but 
had  no  children ;  the  Earl  of  Eglington  married  ano- 
ther coheirefs  of  the  fame  family,  as  he  hath  often 
told  me. 

Another 
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Another  of  the  fame  family  was  Sir  Edward  Swift, 
well  known  10  the^  times  of  thp  great  rebellion  and 
^furpatton,  but  I  am  ignorant  whether  he  left  heirs  or 
not. 

Of  the  other  branch,  whereof  the  greateft  part 
fettled  in  Ireland,  the  founder  was  William  Swift, 
Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  towards  the  laft  years  of 
Queen  Llifabeth,  and  during  the  reign  of  King  James 
the  Firft.  He  was  a  Divine  of  fome  diftinftion  :  there 
is  i  fermon  of  his  extant,  and  the  title  is  to  be  feen  in 
the  catalogue  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  but  I  never 
could  get  a  copy,  and  I  fuppofe  it  would  now  be  of 
little  value. 

This  William  married  the  heirefs  of  Philpot,  I  fup- 
pofe a  Yorklhire  Gentleman,  by  whom  he  got  a^vcry 
confiderable  eftate,  which  however  (he  kept  in  her  owa 
power;  1  know  not  by  what  artifice.  She  was  a  ca- 
pricious, ill-natured  and  paflionatc  woman,  of  which 
J  have  been  tol4  feveral  inftances.  And  it  hath  been 
a  continual  tracfition  in  the  family>  that  (be  ab(blutel7 
difinherited  her  only  fon  Thomas>  for  no  greater  crime 
than  that  of  robbing  an  orchard  when  he  was  a  boy. 
And  thus  much  is  certain,  that  except  a  church  or 
chapter  leafe,  which  was  not  renewed,  Thomas  never 
enjoyed  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which 
was  all  at  Goodrich,  in  Hercfordfhirc,  whereof  not 
above  one  half  is  now  in  the  po(refnon  of  a  great- 
great  grandfon. 

His  original  pifturc  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Godwin 
Swift,  of  Dublin,  £fq;  his  great  grandfon,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  wife's,  who  feems  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
the  (brew  in  her  countenance  5  whofc  arms  of  an 
heirefs  are  joined  with  his  own ;  and  by  the  laft  he 
feems  to  have  beep  a'perfon  fomewhat  fantaftick;  for 
Iji  thefe  he  gives  as  his  device  a  dolphin  (in  thofe  days 
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called  a  Swift)  twilled  about  ah  anchor^  with  this 
moctOi  Feftma  LenU, 

There  is  likewife'a  feal  with  the  ftmc  coat  of  arms 
(his  not  joii^ed  with  his  wife's)  which  the  fatd  William 
comnx>id]r  made  ufe  of,  and  this  is  alfo  now  iq  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Godwin  Swift  above  mentioned, 

JFIis  elded  fon  Thomas  feems  to  have  been  a  Clergy* 
man  before  his  father's  death*  He  was  Vicar  of  Good- 
richy  in  Herefordfliirc,  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Rofs^v. 
be  had  likewife  another  church  livings  with  about  ono 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  land>  as  I  have  already  men* 
tioned.  He  built  a  houfe  on  his  own  land  in  the  viU 
lage  of  Goodrich ;  which,  by  the  archite£ture»  denotes 
the  builder  to  have  been  fomewhat  whimGcal  and  fin-* 
guJar,  and  very  much  towards  a  J>roje£tor.  The  houfo 
is  above  a  hundred  years  oldt  and  ftill  in  good  repair^ 
inhabited  by  a  tenant  of  the  female  line^  but  the  landr 
lord^  a  young  Gentleman,  lives  upon  his  own  eftate  ia 
Ireland. 

This  Thomas  was  diftinguiflied  by  his  courage,  aa 
well  as  his  loyalty  to  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the 
fuffcrings  he  underwent  for  that  Prince,  more  than  any 
perfon  of  his  condition  iq  England,  Some  hiftoriana 
^f  thofe  times  relate  feveral  particulars  of  what  he  adcd^ 
and  what  hardCbips  he  underwent  for  the  pcrfen  and 
caufe  of  that  blefied  marfyr'd  Prince.  He  was  plun- 
dered by  the  Roundheads  Gx  and  thirty  times,  fonu) 
fay  above  fifty*  He  engaged  his  fmall  eftatCj  and  ga« 
thered  all  the  money  he  could  get»  quilted  it  in  hi$ 
waiftcoat,  got  cS  to  a  town  held  for  the  Kmg,  where 
being  afl^ed  by  thr  Governor,  who  knew  him  wel^ 
what  he  could  do  for  his  Majelly  \  Mr«  Swift  faid^  he 
would  give  the  King  his  coat,  and,  ftripping  it  o^, 
prcfentcd  it  to  the  Governor ;  who  obferving  it  to  be 
M[pith  liHl?^>  Mr.  Swift  foid,  then  take  my  waiftcoat, 

he 
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^c  bid  the  Govcrnolr  weigh  it  in  his  band,  who  ordering 
it  to  be  ripped,  found  it  lined  with  three  hundred 
broad  pieces  of  gold,  which  as  it  proved  a  fcafonablc 
relief,  muft  be  allowed  an  extraordinary  fupply  from  a 
private  Clergyman  with  ten  children,  of  a  fmall  eftate, 
fo  often  plundered,  and  foon  after  turned  out  of  his 
livings  in  the  church. 

At  another  time  being  informed  that  three  hundred 
horfe  of  the  rebel  party  intended  in  a  week  to  pafs  over 
a  certain  river,  upon  an  attempt  againft  the  Cavaliers, 
Mr.  Swift  having  a  head  mechanically  turned,  he  con-* 
trived  certain  pieces  of  iron  with  three  fpikes,  whereof 
one  muft  always  be  with  the  point  upwards:  he  placed 
them  over  night  in  the  ford,  where  he  received  notice 
that  the  rebels  would  pafs  early  the^iext  morning,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  and  loft  two  hundred  of  their 
men,  who  were  drowned  or  trod  to  death  by  the  falling 
of  their  horfes,  or  torn  by  the  fpikes. 

His  fons,  whereof  four  were  fettled  in  Ireland  (dri- 
ven thither  by  their  fiifFerings,  and  by  the  death  of  their 
father)  related  many  other  pafiages,  which  they  learned 
either  from  their  father  himfelf,  or  from  what  had  been 
told  them  by  the  moft  credible  perfons  of  Hereford^ 
Ihire,  and  fome  neighbouring  counties;  and  which 
fomt  of  thofe  fons  often  told  to  their  children ;  many 
of  which  are  ftill  remembered,  but  many  more  for- 
got 

He  wag  deprived  of  both  his  church  livings  iboner 
than  moft  other  loyal  Clergymen,  upon  account  of  his 
fuperior  zeal*  for  the  King's  caufe,  and  his  cftate  fcqucf- 
tered.  His  preferments,  at  leaft^  that  of  Goodrich, 
were  given  to  a  fanatical  faint,  wHb>fcrupled  not,  how- 
ever, to  conform  upon  the  Reftoration,  and  lived  many 
years,  I  think  till  after  the  Revolution :  I  have  fcen 
many  perfons  at  Goodrich,  who  knew  and  told  me  his 
name,  which  I  cannot  now  remember. 

H  h  4  TUc 
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The  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford  told  the  Dean  that  fi# 
had  among  his  ffichcr's  (Sir  Edward  parley's)  papers» 
fevcral  letters  from  Mr.  Thomas  Swift  writ  in  thofc 
timesj  which  be  promifed  to  give  to  the  grandfon^ 
whofe  life  I  am  now  writing  i  but  never  going  to  hi^ 
houfe  in  Herefordftiirc  while  he  was  Treafurer,  and 
the  Queen's  death  happening  in  three  days  after  his  re? 
rnovaly  the  Dean  went  to  Ireland,  and  the  Earl  being 
trie^  for  his  life^  and  dying  while  the  Dean  w^  in  Ire? 
)and,  he  could  never  get  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  Swift  died  in  th*  year  1658^  and  in  t&e 
63d  year  of  his  age :  his  body  lies  under  the  altar  at 
Goodrich,  with  a  (hort  infcription.  He  died  about  two 
years  before  <he  return  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
who  by  the  recommendation  of  fpme  prelates  had  pror 
mifed,  if  ever  God  fhould  reftore  him,  that  he  would 
promote  Mr,  Swift  in  the  church;,  and  other  ways  re- 
ward his  family,  for  his  extraordinary  fervices  and  zeal, 
and  perfecutions  in  the  royal  (laufe :  but  Mr.  Swift'a 
merit  died  with  himfclf. 

He  left  ten  fons  and  three  or  four  daughters,  mod 
of  which  lived  to  be  men  and  women  ;  his  eldeft  foa 
Godwin  Swifc^  of  the  (i^ner- Temple,  Efq;  (fo  ftiled 
by  Guillem  the  herald ;  in  whofe  book  the  faroUy  is  de-r 
fcribed  at  large)  was  I  think  called  to  ibe  bar  before 
(he  Reftoration.  He  married  a  relation  of  the  old 
^archionefs  of  Ormond,  and  upon  that  account,  z^ 
well  as  his  father's  loyalty,  the  old  Duke  of  Ormond 
made  him  his  attorpcy-gcneral  in  the  palatinate  of 
Tippcrary.  He  had  four  wiyes,  one  of  which,  to  the 
.great  offence  of  his  family,  was  coheirefs  to' Admiral 
peanc,  who  was  ont  of  the  Regicides.  Godwin  left 
feveral  children,  who  have  all  eftates.  He  was  an  ill- 
pleader,  but  perhaps  a  little  tOQ  ^^xterp.us  in  the  fvbtk 
paft§  of  the- law. 
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The  fccond  fon  of  Mf.  Thomas  Swift  was  called  by 
the  fame  name,  was  bred  at  Oxford,  and  took  orders^ 
He  married  the  cldeft  daughter  of  Sir  William  lyAyc- 
nant,  but  died  young,  and  left  only  one  fon,  who  was 
alfo  called  Thomas,  and  is  now  Reftor  of  Putenham 
in  Surry.  His  widow  lived  long,  was  extremely  poor^ 
and  in  part  Aipported  by  the  famous  Dr«  South,  who 
had  been  her  huA)and*s  intimate  friend. 

The  reft  of  his  fons,  as  far  as  I  can  call  to  mind^ 
were  Mr.  Dryden  Swift,  called  fo  after  the  name  of  hb 
%ik>tber,  who  was  a  near  relation  to  Mr.  Dryden  the 
poet,  William,  Jonathan,  and  Adam,  who  all  lived 
and  died  in  Ireland  i  but  none  of  them  left  male  ifliw 
except  Jonathan,  who  befide  a  daughter  left  one  fon^ 
born  feveA  months  after  his  father's  death  1  ofwhofii 
life  I  intend  to  write  a  few  memorials. 

J,  S.  D.  D.  and  D.  of  St.  P ,  was  the  only  foa 

of  Jonathan  Swift,  who  was  the  feventh  or  eighth  foa 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Swift  above  mention^dj  fo  aniioent  for 
his  loyalty  and  his  fufferingi^ 

His  father  died  young,  about  two  years  after  his  mar« 
riage :  he  had  fome  employments  and  agencies  $  his 
death  was  much  lamented  on  account  of  his  reputation 
for  integrity,  with  a  tolerable  good  underftanding. 

He  married  Mrs.  Abigail  Erick,  of  Leicefterfhire. 
defcended  from  the  moft  ancient  family  of  the  Ericks^ 
who  derive  their  lineage  from  Erick  the  Forefter,  a 
great  commander,  who  raifed  an  army  to  oppofe  the 
invafion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  by  whom  he  waa 
vanquiflbed,  but  afterwards  employed  to  command  that 
jprince's  forces;  and  in  his  old  age  retired  to  his  houfe 
in  Leicefterlhire,  where  his  family  hath  continued  ever, 
iince,  but  declining  every  age,  and  are  now  in  the  con- 
dition of  vtry  private  gentlemen.  J| 

This  marriage  was  on  both  fides  very  indifcreet,  for 
^s  yfilk  brought  her  bu/band  little  or  no  fortuge  j  and 
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his  death  happening  fo  fuddeoly,  before  be  could  make 
a  iufficienc  eftabliOiment  for  his  family,  his  fon  (not 
then  born)  hath  often  been  heard  to  fay^  that  he  felt 
the  confequences  of  that  marriage,  not  only  thnaugb 
fhe  whole  courfe  of  his  education^  but  during  the 
greateft  part  of  his  life. 

He  was  born  in  Dublin,  on  St.  Andrew^sday;  and 
when  he  was  a  year  old,  an  event  happened  to  him  that 
feefps  very  unufual ;  for  his  nurfe,  who  was  a  woman 
of  Whitehaven,  being  under  an  abfolute  neceflity  of 
leeing  one  of  her  relations,  who  was  then  extremdjr 
fick,  and  from  whom  fhe  expeded  a  legacy ;  and  being 
extremely  food  of  the  infant,  fhe  ftole  him  on  ihip- 
board  unknown  to  his  nriother  and  unclej  and  carried 
him  with  her  to  Whitehaven,  where  he  continued  for 
almoft  three  years.  For,  when  the  matter  was  difcQ- 
vered,  his  mother  fent  orders  by  all  means  not  to  ha- 
zard a  fecond  voyage,  tUl  he  could  be  bettter  able  xq 
bear  it.  The  nurfe  was  fo  careful  of  him,  that  before 
he  returned  he  had  learnt  to  fpcll ;  and  by  the  time 
that  he  was  five  years  old,  he  could  read  any  chapter 
in  the  bible. 

After  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  was  fent  at  fix  years 
years  old  to  the  fchool  of  Kilkenny,  from  whence  at 
fourteen  he  was  admitted  into  the  univerfity  at  Dublin  $ 
where  by  the  ill  treatment  of  his  neareft  relations,  he 
was  fo  difcouraged  and  >funk  in  his  fpirits,  that  he  too 
much  neglected* feme  parts  of  his  academick  ftudies: 
for  which  he  had  po  great  relifli  by  nature,  and  turned 
himfelf  to  reading  hiftory  and  poetry;  fo  that  when 
|hc  time  came  for  taking  his  degrees  of  Batchelor,  air 
though  he  had  lived  with  great  regularity  and  due  ob* 
fervance  of  the  ftatutes,  he  was  ftopped  of  his  degree 
^r  dulnefs  and  infufficiency  $  and  at  laft  hardly  admits 
t^d  in  a  manner,)  little  to  his  credir,  which  is  called  in 
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thtt  colltffif, /pedali  graiia.  And  this  difcrcdiubie 
mark^  as  I  am  cokl^  ftands  iipon  record  in  their  coUegc 
regiftery. 

The  troubles  then  breaking  out,  he  went  to  his  mo- 
ther,  who  lived  in  LeiceAer;.  and  after  continuing  there 
fome  months,  he  was  received  by.  Sir  William  Ten]^le» 
whofe  father  had  been  a  great  fHend  to  the  family,  and 
who  was  now  retired  to  hb  houfe  called  Moor-park^  near 
Farnham  in  Surry,  where  he  continued  for  about  twQ 
years :  for  he  happened  before  twenty  years  old,  by  a  fur^ 
&it  of  fruit,  to  contrad  a  giddinefs  and  coldnels  of  fto^ 
mach,  thatalmoft  brouglit  him  to  his  graven  and  this 
diforder  purfued  him  with  intermifllons  of  two  or  three 
years  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Upon  this  occafion  he  re* 
turned  to  Ireland,  by  advice  of  phyficians,  who  weaklf 
imagined  that  his  native  air  might  be  of  fome  ufe  to  re- 
cover his  liealfh  i  but  growing  worfe,  he  foon  went  back 
to  Sir  William  Temple  1  with  wliom  growing  into  Ibme 
confidence,  he  was  often  trufted  with  matters  of  great 
importance.  King  William  had  a  high  efteem  for  Sir 
William  Temple  by  a  long  acquaintance,  while  that 
Gentleman  was  Ambai&dor  and  Mediator  of  a  general 
peace  at  Nimeguen.  The  King  foon  after  his  expediuoa 
to  England,  vifited  his  old  friend  often  at  Sheen,  and 
took  his  ^vice  'm  aSairs  of  greateft  coniequence«  But 
Sir  William  Temple,  weary  of  living  fo  near  London^ 
and  reiblving  to  reure  to  a  more  private  fcene,  bought  an 
eftate  near  Farnham  in  Surry,  of  about  100 ].  a.ycar^ 
where  Mr.  Swift  accompanied  him. 

About  that  time  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  ojF 
X^ommons  for  Triennial  Parliaments ;  againd  which,  the 
King,  who  was  a  ftranger  to  our  ponftitution,  was  very 
avcrfe,  by  the  advice  of  fome  weak  people,  who  perfuadcd 
the  Earl  of  Portland,  that  King  Charles  the  Firft  loft  hi^ 
<:rown"  and  life  by  confenting  to  pafs  fuch  a  bill,    Tho 
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Karl,  who  was  a  weak  man,  cai^c  down  to  Moorpark,' 
by  his  Majcfty^s  orders,  to  have  Sir  William- Tcmpk^s 
advice,  who  faid  much  toihew  him  the  miftake.  But 
he  cootinued  ftill  to  advife  the  King  againft  paffing  the 
bilK  Whereupon  Mr.  Swift  was  fent  to  Kcnfington 
with  the  whole  account  of  that  matter  in  writing,  to  con- 
vince the  King  and  the  Earl  how  ill  they  were  informed. 
He  told  the  Earl,  to  whom  he  was  referred  by  his  Majef- 
ty  ("and  gave  it  in  writing)  that  the  ruin  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft  was  not  owing  to  his  paffing  the  Triennial  Bill| 
which  did  not  hinder  him  from  diffolving  any^  Parliament, 
but  to  the  paffing  of  another  bill,  which  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  diflblve  the  Parliament  then  in  being,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  Houfe.  Mr,  Swift,  who  was  well 
^rfed  in  Englifh  hi  (lory,  although  he  was  then  under 
twenty-one  years  old,  gave  the  King  a  ffiiort  s^ccount  of 
the  matter,  but  a  more  large  one  to  the  Earl  of  Port^ 
land  •,  but  all  in  vain  -,  for  the  King,  by  ill  advifers,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  refufc  paffing  the  bill  This  was  tb^ 
firft  time  that  Mr.  Swift  had  any  converfe  with  courts, 
und  he  told  his  friends  it  was  the  firft  incident  that  helped 
to  cure  him  of  vanity.  The  confequence  of  thb  wrong 
ftep  in  his  Majefly  was  very  unhappy  j  for  it  put  tha< 
Prince  under  a  neceffity  of  introdikcing  thofe  people  cal- 
led Whigs  into  power  and  employments,  in  order  to  pa- 
cify them.  For,  although  it  be  held  a  part  of  the  Kipg's 
prerogative  to  refufe  paffing  a  bill,  yet  the  learned  in  the 
law  think  otherwife,  from  that  expreffion  ufed  at  the  co- 
ronation, wherein  the  Prince  obligeth  himfclf  to  confcjit 
to  all  laws,  ^uas  vulgus  elegerit. 

Mr.  Swift  lived  with  him  (Sir  William  Temple)  fome 
time,  but  refolving  to  fettle  himfelf  in  fame  way  of  li^ 
ing,  was  inclined  to  take  orders.  However,  although 
his  fortune  was  very  fmall,  he  had  a  fcruple  of  entering 
intQ  the  church  mefely  for  fupport,  and  Sir  WilHam 
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Temple  then  being  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  oSer- 
'  tA.  him  an  emplof  of  about  i2ol.  a  year  in  that  office  ^ 
whereupon  Mr.  Swift  told  him>  that  fince  he  bad  now  an 
opportunity  of  living  without  being  driven  inte  the  church, 
for  a  maintenance,  he  was  rcfolved  to  go  to  Ireland  and 
take  holy  orders.  He  was  recommended  to  the  Lord 
Capel,  then  Lord  Deputy,  who  gave  him  a  Prebend  ia 
the  north,  worth  about  lool.  a  year,  of  which  growing 
^  weary  in  a  few  months,  hit  returned  to  England,  refigncd 
his  living  in  favour  of  a  friend,  and  continued  in  Sif 
William  Temple's  houfe  till  the  death  of  chat  great  man» 
who  befides  a  legacy^  left  him  the  care  and  truft  and  «d«' 
vantage  of  publifhing  his  pofthumous  writings. 

Upon  this  event  Mr.  Swift  removed  to  London,  and 
applied  by  petition  to  King  William,  upon  the  claioi 
of  a  promife  his  Majefty  bad  made  to  Sir  William  Tem« 
pie,  that  he  would  give  Mr.  Swift  a  Prebend  of  Canter- 
bury or  Weftminflcr.  The  Earl  of  Rumney,  who  pro- 
fcfled  much  friendfhip  for  htm,  promifed  to  feoond  his 
petition ;  but  as  he  was  an  old,  vicious,  illiterate  rake^ 
without  any  fenfe  of  truth  or  honour,  faid  not  a  word  to 
the  King.  And  Mr.  Swifr,  after  long  attendance  in  vaio^ 
thought  it  better  to  comply  with  an  invitation  given  him 
by  the  Earl  of  Berkley  to  attend  him  to  Ireland,  as  hia 
Ch^^lain  and  private  Secretary ;  his  Lord(hip  having 
been  Appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices  of  that  king« 
dom.  He  attended  his  Lordfhip,  who  landed  near  Wa* 
tcrford,  and  Mr.  Swift  aded  as  Secretary  during  tlic 
whole  journey  to  Dublin.  But  another  perfon  had  fo  far 
infinuaced  himfelf  into  the  Earl's  favour,  by  telling  him 
that  the  poll  of  Secretary  was  not  proper  for  a  Clergy- 
man^ nor  would  be  of  any  advanuge  to  one,  who  only 
sumed  at  church  preferments }  that  his  Lordfhip,  after  a 
poor  apology,  gave  that  office  to  the  other. 

tn 
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In  fooie  months  the  Deanery  of  Deny  fell  vacant,  and 
it  was  the  Earl  of  Berkley's  turn  to  difpofe  of'  it.  Yet 
things  were  fb  ordered,  that  the  Secretary  having  receive 
ed  a  bribe,  the  Deanery  was  difpofed  of  to  another,  and 
Mr.  Swift  was  put  off  ^th  fome  other  church-livings  not 
worth  above  a  third  part  of  that  rich  Deanery;  and  at 
fhis  preient  not  a  fixtb.  The  excufe  pretended  was 
his  being  too  young,  although  he  were  then  thirty 
years  oId« 
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IN  the  name  of  G O D9  Jmen.  fJowATHAif  SwifT^ 
Doctor  in  Divinity,  and  Dean  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Patrick,  Dublin,  being  at  this  prefent  of 
(bund  mind^  although  weak  in  body,  do  here  make  my 
laft  will  and  teftamcnt,  hereby  revoking  all  my  formef 
^ills. 

Imprimis.  I  bequeath  my  foul  to  God,  (in  humbid 
liopcs  (^  his  mercy  thmugh  Jefus  Chrift)  and  my  body 
to  the  earth.  And  I  defite  that  my  body  may  be  buried 
in  the  great  ifle  of  the  faid  Cathedral,  on  the  fouth  fidr^ 
under  the  pillar  next  to  the  monument  of  Primate  Nar-* 
ctfius  Marfli,  three  days  after  my  deceafe,  as  privately 
as  poOible,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at  nigbt :  and,  that  a 
black  marble  of  feet  fquare,  and  feven  feet  from 

the  ground,  fixed  to  the  wall,  may  be  ereAed,  with  the 
following  infcription  tn  large  letters,  deeply  cut,  and 
ftrongly  gilded.  HIC  DEPOSItUM  EST  CORPUS 
JONATHAN  SWIFT,  S.  T.  D.  HUJUS  EC- 
CLESliE  CATHEDRALIS  DECANI,  UBI  affiVA 
INDIGNATIO  ULTERIUS  COR  LACEllARE 
NEQUIT.  AW  VIATOR,  ET  IMITARE,  SI 
POTERIS.  STRENUUM  PRO  VIRILI  LIBER TA- 
TIS  VINDICATOREM.  OBIIT  ANNO  (1745) 
MENSIS  (OgTOBRIS)  DIE  (19)  JETATIS  ANNO 

(78). 

iNm :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  executors,  aM  my 
worldly  fubftance,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever  (except** 
wg  fuch  part  thereof  as  is  herein  after  particularly  dc* 
vifed)  for  the  following  ufcs  and  purpofes,  that  is  to  fay, 
to  rhc  intent  that  they,  or  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of 
c4\em,  his  ex«cators,  or  adminiftrators,  as  foon  as  con- 
freniently  may  be  after  my  death,  iball  torn,  k  all  into 
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icady  money,  and  lay  out  the  fame  in  purchifing  Jaflds- 
cf  inheritance  in  fec-fimpk,  fituatc  irt  arty  proviricc  of 
Ireland,  except  Connaughc,  but  as  near  to  the  city  of 
Dublin,  as  conveniently  can  be  found,  and  not  incunl- 
bered  with,  or  fubjed  to  any  Icafes  for  fives  renewable^ 
'  or  any  terms  for  years  longer  than  thirty-one :  and  I  de- 
fire  that  a  yearly  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  fterlingj  out 
cf  the  annual  profits  of  fuch  lailds^  whefi  purchafedi  and 
4)ut  of  the  yearly  in9ome  of  my  faid  fortune,  devifed  ta 
my  executors^  as  afore&tdi  until  fuch  purchafe  iball  be 
made,  ihall  be  paid  to  Rebecca  Dingey  ol  the  city  of 
Dublin^  fpiafter,  during  her  life»  by  two  equal  half- 
yearly  payments^  on  the  feafts  of  All  Saints,  and  Sc« 
Hiilip  and  St.  Jacobs  the  firft  payment  to  b^  made  on 
fuch  of  the  (aid  feafts  as  (hall  happen  next  after  my 
death.  And  that  the  refidue  of  the  yearly  profits  of 
the  faid  lands,  when  purchaied,  and  uptil  fuch  pur-^ 
chafe  be  made,  the  refidue  of  the  yearly  income  and 
Intereft  of  my  faid  fortune  devifed  as  aforefaid,  to  my  exe-^ 
tutors^  fhall  be  laid  out  in  pucchafing  a  piece  of  land^ 
fituate  near  Dr.  Steevens^s  hofpital^  or  if  it  cannot  be 
there  hiad,  fomewhere  in  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin^  large 
enough  for  the  purpofes  herein  after  mentioned,  and  in 
building  thereon  an  hofpital  large  enough  for  the  reception 
'  of  as  many  Idiots  and  Lunaticks  as  the  annual  income  of 
the  faid  lands  and  worldly  fubftance  fiiall  be  fufficient  to 
maintain :  and,  I  defire  that  the  faid  hofpital  may  be 
called  St.  Patrick's  Hofpital,  and  may  be  bujlt  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  another  building  may  be  added  unto  it,  in 
cafe  the  endowment  thereof  ihall  be  enlarged  |  fo  that  the 
Additional  building  may  make  the  whole  edifice  regular 
and  complete.  And  my  further  will  and  defire  is,  that 
when  the  faid  hofpital  (hall  be  built,  the  whole  yearly  in* 
come  of  the  faid  lands  and  eftate,  (hall,  for  ever  after,  be 
Uid  out  in  providing  vidtuals^  cloathings,  medicines,  atr 
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tendance,  and  all  other  neceflaries  forfuch  Idiots  and  Lu- 
naticks,  as  Ihall  be  received  into  the  fame ;  and  in  repair** 
ing  and  enlarging  the  building,  from  time  to  time,  aft 
there  may  be  occafion.  And,  if  a  fufficient  number  of 
Idiots  and  Lunaticks  cannot  readily  be  found,  I  defire 
that  Incurables  may  be  taken  into  the  faid  hofpital  to 
fupply  fuch  deficiency  :  but,  that  no  perfon  Ihall  be  ad- 
mitted into  it,  that  labours  under  any  infeftious  difeafe  ; 
and,  that  all  fuch  Idiots,  Lunaticks,  and  Incurables,  as 
fhall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  (hall  conftancly 
five  and  refide  therein,  as  well  in  the  night  as  in  the  day ; 
and  that  the  falaries  of  agents,  receivers,  officers,  fer- 
yants,  and  attendants,  to  be  employed  in  the  bufincfs  of 
the  faid  hofpital,  Ihall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  one  fifcif 
part  of  the  clear  yearly  income,  or  revenue  thereof. 
And,  I  farther  defire  that  my  executors,  the  furvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  fuch,  Ihall  not  have 
power  to  demife  any  part  of  the  faid  lands  fo  to  be  pur- 
chafed  as  aforefaid,  but  with  confcnt  of  the  Lord  Primate, 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Archbilhop  of 
Dublin,  the  Dean  of  Chrift-Church,  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  the  Phyficlan  to  the  State,  and  the  Surgeon- 
general,  all  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  under  their  hands  in  writing  •,  and  that  no  leafcs 
of  any  part  of  the  faid  lands,  (ball  ever  be  made  other 
than  leafes  for  years  not  exceeding  thirty-one,  in  poffef- 
fion,  and  not  in  reverfion  or  remainder,  and  not  difpu- 
nilhable  of  wafte,  whereon  Ihall  be  referved  the  bed  and 
mod  improved  rents,  that  can  r^afonably  and  moderately, 
without  racking  the  tenants,  be  gotten  for  the  fame, 
without  fine.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  my  will  and^ 
earned  defire,  that  no  leafe  of  any  part  of  the  faid  lands, 
fo  to  be  purchafed  as  aforefaid,  fliall  ever  be  made  to,  or 
in  truft  tor  any  perfon  any  way  concerned  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  truft,  or  to,  or  in  truft  for  any  perfon  any 
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v^y  rtUted  or  allied^  either  by  confanguioity  or  affiakfi^ 
tQ  any  of  the  perfons  who  fliaU  at  that  time  be  concerned 
in  the  execution  of  this  tru(t :  and,  that  if  any  ]/eaiesk 
ihaU  happen  to  be  made  ^ntrary  to  my  intenticMi  above 
cxprcflfed,  the  fame  fhall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no  eflfcft^ 
And,  I  farther  dcfire  until  the  charter  herein  after  men- 
fioned  be  obtained,  my  executors,  or  the  furvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  adminiftratorsi^ 
Ihall  not  aft  in  the  execution  of  this  truft,  but  with  the 
confent  and  approbation  of  the  faid  feven  additional  truf- 
tees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  under  their  bands  in 
writing,  and  (hall,  with  fuch  confent  and  approbation  as; 
^forefaid,  have  power  from  time  to  time,  to  make  ruleSj^ 
orders,  and  regulations,  for  the  governrhcnt  and  direc- 
tion of  the  faid  hofpital.     And,  1  make  it  my  requeft  to 
my  faid  executors,  that  they  may  in  convenient  timcj^ 
apply  to  his  M:yefty  for  a  charter  tp  incorporate  them^ 
or  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  be  then  living,  4nd  the  faid  ad- 
ditional truftees,  for  the  better  management  and  condudb 
of  this  charity,  with  a  power  to  purchafe  lands ;  and  to 
fupply  by  elcdtion,  fuch  vacancies  happening  in  the  cor- ' 
poration,  as  {ball  not  be  fupplied  by  fuccefllon,  and  fucH 
other  powers  as  may  be  thought  expedient  for  the  due 
execution  of  this  truft,  accojdi^g  to  my  intention  herein 
before  exprefled.     And,  when  fuch  charter  fhall  be  ob- 
tained, 1  defire  that  my  executors,  or  the  furvivors  o^ 
furvivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  fuch  furvivor,^  may  con- 
vey to  the  ufe  of  fuch  corporation,  in  fee  (implej^  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid,  all  fuch  lands  and  tenements,  as  (hal^ 
be  purchafed  in  manner  above- incntioned.     4*rovided  al- 
ways, and  it  is  my  wiU  and  intention,  that  my  executors^ 
until  the  faid  charter,  and  afi;erwards  the  corporation,  to 
be  hereby  incorporated,  (hall  out  pf  the  yearly  profits  of 
the  faid  lands  when  purchafed,  and  out  of  the  yearly  ia- 
come  of  my  faid  fprtync  devifed  to  my  executors  as  afore- 
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fftid,  until  fuch  purchafe  be  made^  have  po^ef  to  reim- 
burfc  themfelves  for  all  fuch  fums  of  their  own  money^ 
as  they  (hall  ncceffarily  expend  in  the  execution  of  this 
truft.  And,  that  until  the  faid  charter  be  obtained^  all 
Qcts  which  (hall  at  any  time  be  done  in  execution  df  this 
truft  by  the  greater  part  of  my  executors  then  livings 
with  the  confent  of  the  gitater  part  of  the  faid  additional 
truftces  under  their  hands  in  writing,  Ihall  be  as  «alid  and 
efitdual)  as  if  all  my  executors  had  concurred  in  the 
fame. 

Item:  Whereas  I  purchafcd  the  inheritance  of  the 
tythes  of  the  pariOi  of  Effernock,  near  Trirn^  in  the 
tounty  of  Meath,  for  two  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  fter- 
ling  5  I  bequeath  the  faid  tythes  to  the  Vicaf*  of  Lara* 
tor,  for  the  time  being,  that  is  to  fay,  fo  long  as  the 
prefcnt  Epifcopal  Religion  Ihall  continue  to  be  the  na- 
tional eftablilhed  faith  and  profefTion  in  this  kingdom : 
but,  whertcver  any  other  fornl  of  Chriftian  Religion  (hall 
become  the  eftabliihedfaiih  in  this  kihgdom>  I  leave  thefaid 
tythes  of  Effernock  to  be  beftowed,  as  the  profits  come 
in,  to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parifh  of  Laracor,  by  a  weekly 
proportion^  and  by  fuch  other  officers  as  may  then  have 
the  power  of  diftribuiing  charities  to  the  poor  of  the  faid 
pariih,  while  Chriftianity  Under  any  (hape^  (hall  be  tole- 
rated among  us,  ftill  excepting  profeKTed  Jcws^  Athtifts, 
and  Infidels. 

Item  i  Whereas  I  have  fome  leafcs  of  certain  houfes  in 
Kevin^s-ftrecr^  near  the  Deanery-houfe>  built  upon  the 
Dean's  ground^  and  One  other  houfe  now  inhabited  by 
Henry  Land,  in  Deanery  lane^  alias  Micre- Alley,  (bmc 
of  which  leafes  arc  let  for  forty-one  yeai^t  or  forty  at. 
leaft,  and  not  yet  half  expired^  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha Whiteway,  my  leafe  or  leafes  of  the  faid  houfes  i  I 
alfo  bequeath  to  the  faid  Martha^  my  leafe  of  forty  years, 
of  Goodman's  Holding,  for  which  I  receive  ten  pounds 
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per  annum 'y  which  arc  two  houfes,  or  more  lately  built  •, 
t  bequeath  alfo  to  the  faid  Martha,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  her  by  my  executors 
out  of  my  ready  money,  or  Bank  bills,  immediately  after 
my  death,  as  foon  as  the  executors  meet.  I  leave,  more* 
over,  to  the  faid  Martha,  my  repeating  gold  watch,  my 
yellow  tortoife-fhell  fnuBF-box,  and  her  choice  of  four  gold 
rings,  out  of  feven  which  I  now  poflefs. 

7/m  :  I  bequeath  to  Mrs,  Mary  Swift,  alias  Harrifon^ 
daughter  of  the  faid  Martha,  my  plain  gold  watch  made 
by  Quare,  to  whom  alfo  I  give  my  Japan  writing  deflc, 
beftowed  to  me  by  my  Lady  Worfeley,  my  fquare  tor- 
toife-Ihell  fnufF-box,  richly  lined  and  inlaid  with  gold, 
given  to  me  by  the  Right  Honourable  Henrietta,  now 
Countefs  of  Oxford,  and  the  feal  with  a  Pegafus,  given 
to  me  by  the  Countefs  of  Granville. 
,  Item :  I  bequeath  to  Mr.  FfoUiot  Whiteway,  cldeft 
fon  of  the  aforefaid  Martha,  who  is  bred  to  be  an  at- 
torney, the  fum  of  fixty  pounds,  as  alfo  five  pounds  to 
be  laid  out  in  the  purcbafe  of  fuch  law  books  as  the 
Honourable  Mr.  Juftice  Lyndfay,  Mr.  Stannard,  or  Mr. 
M*Aulay  (hall  judge  proper  for  him. 

Ilem :  I   bequeath  to  ,Mr.  John  WTiitcway,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  faid  Martha,  who  is  to  be  brought  up  a  furgeon, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
for  a  furgeon,  but  under  the  direftion  of  his  mother; 
which  faid  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  is  to  be  paid  to 
Mrs.  Whiteway,  in  behalf  of  her  faid  fon  John,  out  of 
the  arrears  which  (hall  be  due  to  me  from  my  church 
livings  (except  thofe  of  the  Deanery  tythes,  which  arc 
now  let  to  the  Rev.  Dodor  Wilfon)  as  foon  as  the  faid 
arrears  can  be  paid  to  my  executors.     I  alfo  leave  the  faid 
John  five  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  fuch  phyfical  or 
chirurgical  books,  as  Dodor  Grattan  and  Mr.  Nichols 
(hall  think  fit  for  him. 
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Item :  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Ann  Ridgway,  now  in  my 
family,  the  profits  of  the  leafe  of  two  houfcs  let  to  Joho 
Cownly,  for  forty  years,  of  which  only  eight  or  nine  arc 
expired,  for  which  thelaid  Cownly  payeth  me  nine  pounds  { 

fterling  for  rent,  yearly.  I  alfo  bequeath  to  the  laid  Anne, 
the  futn  of  one  hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  her 
by  my  executors  in  fix  weeks  after  my  deceafc,  out  of 
whatever  money  or  Bank  bilk  I  may  poflcfs  when  I  die: 
as  alfo  three  gold  rings,  the  remainder  of  theicvcn  above- 
mentioned,  after  Mrs.  Whit€way  hath  made  her  choice 
of  four  i  and  all  my  fmall  pieces  of  plate,  not  exceeding 
in  weight  one  ounce  and  one  third  part  cif  an  ounce. 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  my  deareft  friend  Alexander  Pope 
of  Twickenham,  £(q;  my  pidure  in  mmiature,  drawn  bj 
Zlnck,  of  Robert  late  Ear!  of  Oxford.. 

Item  :  I  leave  to  Edward  now  Earl  of  Oxford,  my  feal 
of  Julius  Ciefar,  as  alfo  another  feal^  fuppofed  to  be  a 
young  Hercules,  both  very  choice  antiques,  and  fct  ia 
gold  \  both  which  I  chufe  to  beftow  to  the  faid  Earl,  be- 
caufe  they  belonged  to  her  late  Mofl:  Excellent  Majcfly  . 

Queen  Anne,   of  ever  glorious,   immortal,   and  truJj  V 

pious  memory,  the  real  nur(ing  mother  of  her  kingdom^ 

Item :  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Stopford, 
Vicar  of  Finglafs,  my  pifturc  of  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
drawn  by  Vandike,  which  was  given  €o  me  by  the  (aid 
James;  as  alfo,  my  large  piAure  of  birds,  which  was 
given  to  me  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Grat- 
tan.  Prebendary  of  St.  Audoen\  my  gold  bottle  fcrew, 
which  he  gave  me,  and  my  ftrong  box,  on  condition  of  ^ 
his  giving  the  fole  ufe  of  the  faid  box  to  his  brother  Dr. 
James  Gratcan^  during  the  life  of  the  faid  Doftor,  who 
hath  more  occafion  for  it,  and  the  fccond  belt  beaver  bat 
I  (halldiepolTefledof. 
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Item  z  I  bequeath  to  Mr,  John  Grattan^  Prebendary  of 
Clonmcthan,  my  filvcr  box  in  which  the  Freedom  of  the 
City  of  Corke  was  prefented  to  me ;  in  which  I  defire  the 
&id  John  to  keep  the  tobacco  he  ufually  cheweth,  called 
FigtaiL 

Item  :  I  bequeath  all  my  horfes  and  mares  to  the  Re* 
Tercnd  Mr.  John  JacKfon»  Vicar  of  San  try »  together 
with  all  my  horfe  furniture :  lamenting  that  I  had  not 
credit  enough  with  any  Chief  Governor  (fmce  the  change 
of  times)  to  get  fome  additional  church  preferment  for  fo 
virtuous  and  worthy  a  gentleman.  I  alio  leave  him  my 
'  third  beft  beaver  hat. 

Item:  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Dodor  Francis 
Wilfbn^  the  Works  of  Plato  in  three  folio  volumes,  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon's  Hiftory  in  three  folio  volumes^  and 
wy  beft  bible ;  together  with  thirteen  fmall  Perfian  pic- 
tures in  the  drawing  room»  and  the  fmall  filver  tankard 
given  to  me  by  the  contribution  of  fome  friends^  whofe 
Barnes  are  engraved  at  the  bottom  of  the  faid  unkard. 

hem :  I  bequeath  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery  the  enamelled 
Elver  plates  to  diftinguifli  bottles  of  wine  by,  given  to  me 
by  his  excellent  Lady^  and  the  half-length  pifture  of  the 
late  Countefs  of  Orkney  in  the  drawing-room. 

Item:  1  bequeath  to  Alexander  M^Aulay,  Eiqi  the 
gold  box  in  which  the  Freedom  of  the  City  of  Dublin 
was  prelented  to  me^  as  a  teftimony  of  the  efteem  and 
love  I  have  for  him^  on  account  of  his  great  learnings  6ne 
natural  parts^  unafieded  piety  and  benevolence,  and  his 
truly  honourable  zeal  in  defence  of  the  legal  riglns  of  the 
Clergy,  in  oppofition  to  all  their  unprovoked  oppreflbrs. 
Item  t  1  bequeath  to  Deane  Swift,  £lq;  my  large  filr 
ver  (bindi(h,  confiding  of  a  large  filver  plate,  an  ink  poti 
a  fand  box  and  bell  of  the  iame  metaU 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mary  Barber,  the  medal  ct 
Queen  Anae  and  Prince  George,  which  (he  formerly 
gare  mc. 
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Item :  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Worral,  mj 
beft  beaver  hat« 

Ji^m :  1  bequeath  the  Reverend  Do6tor  Patrick  Dclany, 
my  medal  of  Queen  Anne  in  fiiver,  and  on  the  reverfe 
the  Biihops  of  England  kneeling  before  her  Mofl:  Sacred 
Majefty. 

If  em  :  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Janies  Kin^ 
l^rebendary  of  Tipper,  my  large  gilded  medal  of  l^ing 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  on  the  reverfe  a  Crown  of  Martjf^- 
dom  with  other  devices.  My  will,  nevertheleG,  is,  that 
if  any  of  the  above-named  Legatees  Ihould  die  before  mc^ 
that  then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  refpeftive  legacies  to 
them  bequeathed,  Iball  revert  to  myfelf,  and  become 
again  fubjed  to  my  difpofaL 

.  Item :  Whereas  I  have  the  leafc  of  a  field  in  truft  for 
me,  commonly  called  the  Vineyard,  let  to  the  Reverend 
Podtor  Francis  Corbet,  and  the  truft  declared  by  the  faid 
potior;  the  faid  field,  with  fome  land  on  this  fide  of  tho 
road,  making  in  all  about  three  acres,  for  which  I  pay 
yearly  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Patrick's  *^**. 

Whereas  I  have  built  a  ftrong  wall  round  the  faid 
piece  of  ground,  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  faced  on  the 
fouth  iTpefi;  with  brick,  which  coft  me  above  fix  hupdred 
pounds  fterjing :  and,  like  wife,  another  piece  of  ground 
as  aforefaid^  of  half  an  acre,  adjoining  the  burial  place 
called  the  Cabbage-garden,  now  tenanted  by  William 
Wliite,  gardener :  my  will  is,  that  the  ground  incloled 
by  the  great  wall,  may  be  fold  for  the  remainder  of  the 
}eafe,  at  the  higheft  price  my  executors  can  get  for  ir, 
in  belief  and  hopes,  that  the  laid  price  will  exceed  thredr 
hundred  pounds  at  the  loweft  value :  for  which  niy  fuc* 
ceflbr  in  the  Deanery  (hall  have  the  firft  refufal -,  and,  it  i^ 
my  earneft  defire,  that  the  fucceeding  Deans  and  Chap- 
ters may  preferve  the  faid  Vineyard  and  piece  of  land  ad- 
iQining,  wh«;re  the  faid  Wjutc  now  live  A,  fo  9s  to  be  at 
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ways  m  the  hands  of  the  focccrding  Deans  durit^  thehr 
office,  by  each  Dean  leflening  one  fourth  of  the  purchafe 
tsKmey  to  each  fucceeding  Dean,  and  for  no  ax>re  thaa 
the  prefent  rent» 

And  I  appoint  the  HonouraUe  Robert  Lyndfay,  one 
cf  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas  ^  Henry 
Singleton,  Efq;  Prime  Serjeant  to  his  Majefty ;  the  Re- 
iferend  Do&or  Patrick  Delany,  Chancellor  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's; tht  Reverend  Do£h>r  Francis  Wilfon,  Preben* 
daryof  Kilmackcolwayi  Eaton  Stannard,  Efq;  Recorder 
of  the  City  of  Dublin;  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Grac- 
tan.  Prebendary  of  St,  Audoen's;  the  Reverend  Mr* 
JoknGrattan,  Prebendary  of  Clonmethan;  the  Reverend 
Mr.  James  Stopford^  Vicar  of  Finglafs ;  the  Reverend 
Mr.  James  Kii^,  Prebendary  of  Tipper  j  and,  Alexaa- 
der  M'Auky,  Efq^  my  executors^  yt 

In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  iet  my  hand  and 
ieal»  and  publiflied  and  declared  this  as  my  laft  Will  asid 
Tcftament>  this  third  day  of  May,  1740  forty. 

Jonathan  Swiit. 

Signedy  feated  and fuhlijhed  by  the  aheve-named 
Jonathan  Swift,  in  Prefence  of  Us,  who 
have  fubfcribed  our  Names  in  bis  Prefence^ 

Jo.  Wynne. 
Jo.  Rochfort. 
William  Dunkin. 
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